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ARIZONA POWER PLANT AND TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMITTEE
Case No. 138

City of Peoria Summaries of Expected Witness Testimony

Mayor Bob Barrett
Expected Testimony: Mayor Barrett will explain the position of the Peoria City
Council opposing the Preferred Route and Alternative 3 through the City of
Peoria (Carefree alignment and the broad corridor on both sides of State Route
74) and supporting instead Alternative 3-North through the City (a specific
corridor within Alternative 3). Mayor Barrett also will discuss his personal
involvement in the planning process for this transmission line on behalf of all
residents and businesses in the City of Peoria.

Glen Van Nimwegen, Community Development Director
Expected testimony: Community Development Director Glen Van Nimwegen will
explain that Segment 5 of the Preferred Route (Carefree alignment) and
Alternative 3 (the broad corridor on both sides of State Route 74) would
negatively impact the City of Peoria's existing plans for other development at or
in the vicinity of the route. Mr. Van Nimwegen will discuss ways in which locating
the lines within the Segment 5 or Alternative 3 corridors would negatively impact
the City of Peoria's General Plan, Hillside Development Ordinance, Desert Lands
Conservation Ordinance, and adopted Planned Community Districts for the
communities of Vistancia North, Saddleback Heights, and Lake Pleasant
Heights. Mr. Van Nimwegen also will explain that locating the lines within the
Alternative 3-North corridor would not have a negative impact on the City's
existing land use plans.

Maher Hazine, Assistant City Engineer
Expected testimony: Assistant City Engineer Maher Hazine will explain his
involvement as the principal City of Peoria representative in discussions With
APS during the line siring process prior to the filing of the Application. Mr. Hazine
will discuss the City of Peoria's opposition to Segment 5 of APS' Preferred
Alternative and Alternative 3.
reasons for supporting Alternative 3-North, including that placing the lines within
Alternative 3-North is consistent with the future transportation planning for the
SR74 corridor and is an acceptable use over Bureau of Land Management land
within the corridor. Mr. Hazine will explain that it would be more costly to
construct Segment 5 than Alternative 3-North.

Mr. Hazing also will discuss the City of Peoria's
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ARIZONA POWER PLANT AND TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMITTEE
Case No. 138

City of Peoria Exhibits

The City of Peoria intends to offer in evidence at the hearing the following
Exhibits, numbered consecutively beginning with P-1. All of the Exhibits are provided in
this exhibit notebook. Consistent with A.A.C. R14-3-211(A), many of the Exhibits are
excerpts from much larger documents. Excerpts are provided when introduction of an
entire document would unnecessarily encumber the record. Counsel for the City of
Peoria has a complete set of the entire documents available for review upon request. In
addition, all of the entire documents can be reviewed online at web addresses shown in
italics following the Exhibit description.

p-1
P-2

P-3

p-4

P-5

P-6

p-7

P-8

P-9

P-10

P-11

P-12
P-13

Alternative 3-North Corridor Map [1 page]
City of Peoria General Plan Table of Contents and Land Use Plan/Map, [7
pages excerpted]

http://www.peoriaaz.gov/GenPlan/Default.htm
City of Peoria General Plan, Chapter 10, "Environmental Resources
Element" [5 pages excerpted]

http://www.peoriaaz.gov/GenPlan/Default.htm
City of Peoria General Plan, Chapter 9, "Recreation and Open Space
Element" [8 pages excerpted]

http.//www.peoriaaz.gov/GenPlan/Defaulthfm
City of Peoria General Plan -- Comments, Responses, and Adopted
Provisions -- Chapter 8, "Public Services and Facilities Element" [8 pages
excerpted]

http://www. peoriaaz. go v/GenPlan/Default. him
City of Peoria General Plan, Chapter 3, "Circulation Element" [2 pages
excerpted]

http://www.peoriaaz.gov/Ger/Plan/Default.htm
City of Peoria Zoning Ordinance Article 14-35, Landscape Requirements [14
pages]
City of Peoria Council Communications dated October 31, 2006, Resolution
Nos. 06-174 and 06-175, and Minutes of the Peoria City Council [22 pages
excerpted]

http.'//www.peoriaaz.gov/
City of Peoria Zoning Ordinance Article 14-22A, Hillside Development
Overlay District [20 pages]
City of Peoria Zoning Ordinance Article 14-22B, Desert Lands Conservation
Overlay [29 pages]
City of Peoria Zoning Ordinance Article 14-36, Planned Community (PC)
District [10 pages]
City of Peoria APS Corridors [1 page]
City of Peoria Planned Community District for Vistancia North, dated May 25,
2006 [10 pages excerpted] .

http!/wvwv.peoriaaz. go v/News/1powerIineFiles/Z01 -
10VistanciaNorth.pdf



City of Peoria Exhibits
Case No. 138
Page 2 of 2

P-14
P-15

P-16

P-17

P-18

P-19
P-20
P-21

P-22

P-23

P-24

Vistancia North APS Corridor from Figure C-3 of PCD [1 page]
City of Peoria Council Communication dated August 4, 2008 on the subject
Approve the Master Final Plat of Vistancia North Village 1, Village 2 and
Village 3 and Meeting Minutes [18 pages excerpted]

http.//wwvv.peoriaaz.gov/
City of Peoria Planned Community District for Saddleback Heights, dated
December 17, 2002 [10 pages excerpted]

http://www.peoriaaz.gov/News/PowerlineFiles/Z02-
04SaddlebackHeights.pdf

Saddleback Heights APS Corridors from Land Use Master Plan of PCD [1
page]
City of Peoria Planned Community District for Lake Pleasant Heights, dated
July 19, 2005 [6 pages excerpted]

http://www.peoriaaz.gov/News/Power1ineFi/es/Z03-
05LakepleasantHeighfs.pdf

Lake Pleasant Heights APS Corridors from Figure 14 of PCD [1 page]
Maricopa County State Route 74 Scenic Corridor Guidelines [27 pages]
Maricopa County Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 10, Section 1009, Hwy 74
Scenic Corridor [8 pages]
State Scenic Roads map prepared by Arizona Department of Transportation
Intermodal Transportation Division, Environmental 8< Enhancement Group [1
page]

http://www.azdot.gov/highways/SWProjMgmt/enhancement/scenic_roa
ds/PDF/adzona_scenic_roads_map.pdf

SR74 Access Management Study, Arizona Department of Transportation
and BRW (October 11, 2002) [6 pages excerpted]

http://www.peoriaaz.gov/News/PowerlineFiles/SR%2074%20Access%
20Management%20Study.pdf

September 5, 2008 letter from Carl Swenson, City Manager, City of Peoria to
Brenda Hudgens-Williams, Director, BLM Re: Protest to the Agua Fria
National Monument and Bradshaw-Harquahala Proposed Resource
Management Plan and Final Environmental Impact Statement, June 2008 [7
pages excerpted, attachments introduced previously as Exhibits]
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10. ENVIRONMENTAL REsouRcEs ELEMENT

10. ENVIRONMENTAL REsouRcEs ELEMENT

/t is critical for a community to

strike a balance of facilitating I

development without

endangering the protection and I

sanctity of its natural resources.

These resources should be

managed /h a way that sustains

the natural environment and

protects our foothills, desert 4

washes, parks, wildlife and open

space legacy. The po/ic/'es and |

programs conte/hed w/'thin this element also seek to foster energy

and water conservation, cleaner air and cleaner water and the

protection four archaeological heritage.

\

The Environmental Resources Element is organized in the

following manner:

10.a.
10.b.
10.c.
10.d.

Introduction

Goals, Objectives and Policies

Conservation and Environmental Plan

Implementation Program

l0.a. INTRODUCTION

The City of Peoria's explosive growth rate has been well

documented in other sections of the General Plan. The growth rate

is not unique to Peoria but rather indicative of the robust economy

and quality of life in the Phoenix metropolitan area that has

attracted newcomers at a high rate.

In many ways Peoria has benefited from this growth in its high-

quality family oriented neighborhoods, enhanced city services and

PEORIA GENERAL PLAN

PEORIA, ARIZONA

10-1



Peoria, most of the scenic desert landscape in the

Several
in years

including the Peoria Desert Lands Conservation Master Plan(7999),

Peoria Rivers Master Plan (7999),

Peoria Parks, Recreation a8/4.6;aan» ».»
'specific (1999)
ugh tries "a

c0mfhczn I

directed~ into appropriate areas at

' particular sensitivity =8o the natural

joyed by the

tin lands 1nltige urban fringe. The challenge

remains at achieving

protection of Peoria's re§ourl;.es. Air quality, water quality
and other natural systems are regional elements without regard to

political boundaries. The slogan "think globally [regionally],

locally" rings especially true for these resources.

Fortunately for

northern half of the city remains in its natural state.

planning efforts have been completed the last few

Peoria Trails Master Plan (1999),

the Lake Pleasant

303 specific

specific . 944' ,-

be planned, s ~1 ' '

reasonable en with .

landscape, ~creatioqnal

communlw. e \ z

However, contrjtged1é8l;a1 and regioNal giowtl 24glinvariabIy place
development pre§.sures,§ 'Mai "in h"é 5th

8931 "Ce etweeii erly growth and the

act

urban amenities. However, growth can also have unintended
consequences on the natural environment including the
degradation of air and water quality, the loss of habitats and the
disruption of view corridors.

4 ; ~3n3l_A1

purpo .~ H @afswé
act and

resources and vqvshéds

s
8:

,Spaces Master Plan (2002), and

and the Loop

s each have their

De Crowth should

10. ENVIRONMENTAL REsouRcEs ELEMENT

This element specifically discusses the resource elements listed

below. The policies and strategies in this element are largely

broad-based with community-wide applicability. The discussion

and strategies are also intended to complement and support those

identified in other sections, with specific attention to the

Recreation and Open Space E/emenn

Air Quality

Water Quality

Energy Conservation

PeoalA GENERAL PLAN

PEORIA, ARIZONA

.H
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e

Policy 10.1 .E43
T h e  c i y

Policy 10.1 .E.2: .
The City 3r de§\ effe €'
uninterr la ""8f- II(

corrid n 4; a§.,4'nfrastructu re a,4- d
bring , r Fhpgi overpasses, oversize calve s).

Policy 10.1 .E.l :

The city shall establish sufficient trails, wildlife corridors,

and other linear linkages between large open space areas.

Objective 10.1 .E:

Maintain

Identifying

movement.

NATURAL HABITAT PRESERVATION

9

..
I

shall "minimize man

szrgd

connections between

and protecting

I

Y
\

wildlife
corridors for

9 13"

, s for the safe and

ugh open space

crossings (i.e.

J.4_,
s #Z

10. ENVIRONMENTAL Resources ELEMENT

ifiental hazards.

¢

habitats by

unimpeded

-Made, envlfon

Policy 10.1.E.4: .
. SF;-. .'». ;' 8'  -  J* "if=.=.r- :* r

The Clty shalJ;*1i,l;l8jI §vepli=;gniE 1,-"éireas that may pose
»..:\ *»_.f_,. .*

f ,I¢ ' . ¢

natural or man-mud. [4ggueMaI hazards, such as steep

slopes and floodplains.

Policy I0.1 .E.5:

The City should allow walls and fences where they do not

disrupt natural wildlife movement patterns and design all

infrastructure and roadways to minimize the impact on

wildlife corridors.

Policy 10.1 .E.6:
The City should incorporate design

measures that minimize conflicts between

wildlife.

techniques and

humans and

PEORIA GENERAL PLAN

PEORIA, ARIZONA
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SENSMVE LANDS MANAGEMENL

IW sensltivé

Policy 10.1 .F.3 : '"
The Cfity .shall as part of the Site RIcan»» Eievlew Process,
require Site,Plar\s.to designate rare-landséepé elements.

f " '15Objective 1 o.1 .F§,8'°" aw :
Protect

Policy 10.1 .E.8:

The City shall promote enhanced landscaping along washes

and wildlife corridors to promote the use of such areas by

native wildlife.

Policy 10.1 .E.7:

The city should design public recreational spaces to be

wildlife friendly whenever possible.

. 3 , ,
_.r /

.
i i

I

,.

10. ENVIRONMENTAL Rssoukces ELEMENT

Policy 10.1 .F..2.8. H _
The Cid shall pf°fri I€..,!31!nini!.w1,a site g'ri3ing to encourage
integration with nhé nifurai coiitoUrs.of"the land.

Policy 10.1 .F.3:
The City shall develop a Wash Setback Ordinance protecting

riparian areas and wash corridors.

Policy 10.1 .F.4:

The City shall encourage that changes in natural drainage

patterns be avoided. Where changes to the natural drainage

patterns are necessary, a master drainage plan showing how

the altered flows will be handled shall be prepared.

Policy 10.1 .F.5:
The City should evaluate the Sonoran Desert Environment of

future and past annexations (not covered by the Desert

psoRIA GENERAL PLAN
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Policy 10.1 .G.2:
The City sJ9#i!!..l5f 9 h e  re s r a f j p r h g n d  r e v e g e t a t i o n  o f

disturbe.d'.;,re3'§ 'fi8tive"'~p a n d  m a t c h  t h e
4  - .  v  . 19 . •plant dgen§ltle§;=fof these revegetalte ? o  b e  c o n s i s t e n t

with tI§ 'e u'Hdi§turbed setting.

Objective 10.1 .G:

P ro m o te  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  la rg e , in tac t  a reas  o f  n a t ive

desert vegetation.

Po l icy 1 0.1 .G.1 :

T h e  C i t y  s h a l l  d e v e l o p  a  N a t i v e  P l a n t  R e s t o r a t i o n  a n d

Sa lvage  Ord inance .

C o n s e r v a t i o n  M a s t e r  P l a n )  a n d  d e s i g n a t e  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e

se n s i t i ve  l a n d s  fo r  co n se rva t i o n

10. ENVIRONMENTAL REsouRcEs ELEMENT

$14 9

P o l i c y  1 0 . 1 . 8 3 - - : .`

The  C ity  sh .a l ' l .  recogh i2é  and  .p ro tec t  a reas  o f  s ign i f ican t
natura l  .Yegeta t lan  . (such  as  a reas .  a long  "washes ,  na tura l

spring areas, or bri-5 I6pes$ _-lf l ich are.ra¢Vantageous to the
increased d€n§.itigs.,of the native desert Vegetation.

Policy I 0.1 .G.4:

T h e  C i d  s h a l l  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  u s e  o f  i n d i g e n o u s  o r  d e s e r t

a d a p t e d  p l a n t  m a t e r i a l s  i n  n e w  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a n d  m i n i m i z e

t h e  u s e  o f  i n v a s i v e  a n d  n o n - n a t i v e  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  i n  t h e

s t u d y a rea id e n t i f i e d i n t h e Peor ia D e se r t L a n d s

C o n se rva t io n  Ma ste r  P la n .

Objective I 0.1 .H :

S t r i v e  t o  c r e a t e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a  c o n s i s t e n t ,  h i g h  l e v e l  o f

community  appearance throughout Peoria .

PEORIAGENERAL PLAN
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9. RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE ELEMENT

9. RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE ELEMENT

The C/'ty of Peoria is committed

to providing meaningful open

space and a variety of parks and

recreation facilities that provide

enjoyment for its residents and

visitors of at/ ages. As the only

City in the State to contain a

major lake (P/easand, the City

offers a wide range of outdoor

opportunities for its many users. The natural characteristics of its

landforms, r/'vers and drainage ways presents opportunities to

promote a contiguous system of wildlife corridors and recreational

linkages to parks, schools, open spaces, neighborhoods and

employment areas in the City.

I

The Recreation and Open Space Element is organized in the

following manner:

9.a.

9.b.

9.c.

9.d.

Introduction

Goals, Objectives and Policies

Recreation and Open Space Plan

9.c.i Parks

9.c.2 Paths and Trails

9.c.3 Open Space

Implementation Program

9.a. INTRODUCTION

The Recreation and Open Space Element provides a framework to

identify, acquire and enhance a system of open space areas and

recreation facilities within the Peoria Planning Area. The system is

intended to provide an appropriate level of open space and parks

acreage. Connectivity and linkages necessary to serve existing and

PEORIA GENERAL PLAN
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9. RECREATION AND OPEn SPACE ELEMENT

future residents of the City through the rivers and trails corridors,

canals, utility corridors and pathways provide both passive and

active recreation areas allowing the use of alternative

transportation modes that enhance social interaction. Equally

important, this element recognizes the value of regional

destinations that, linked with neighboring jurisdictions, support a

seamless system of open spaces and recreation facilities.

The Background Report identified numerous adopted plans

relating to parks, trails, open spaces and desert conservation that

guide City decision making and implementation. These plans

provide substantial supporting analysis, issue identification and

policy direction for the development of the Recreation and Open

Space element. Policies aNd strategies are woven into this element,
allowing it to reivond to the purposes of this section and to

achieve the intent of the Growing Smarter/Plus legislation.

The 2006 Parks, Recreation, Open Space, and Trai/5 Master Plan

(PROST) shall serve as the specific planning document for

planning, development and provision of .facilities for parks,

recreation, open space, and trails for the City of Peoria.

Planning for the 2006 PROST was based on population projections

ad other demographic data set forth in the 2006 Peoria Growth

TrendsManual'

Year
2006
201 1
2016

Projected Population

146.1 39

185.1 75

21 7.887

Peoria continues to experience rapid growth throughout the

community with much of the southern half of the city, the areas

south of Pinnacle Peak Road, approaching build out. The

development community is extending its residential activity to the

north and western regions of the City with large-scale master

planned communities including, Sonoran Mountain, West Wing,

PEORIA GENERAL PLAN
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9. RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE ELEMENT

Cibola Vista, Vistancia, Quinterio, Terramar, Rock Springs, Camino

a Lago and Terra del Rio being built and occupied along with

master p lans (PAD) being prepared or a lready adopted for

Vistancia North, Lake Pleasant Heights, Saddleback Heights,

Estates at Lakeside, Lake Pleasant Christian and Pleasant Valley.

Even though it has been beneficial for the City to have these large

areas master planned, a "gap" exists in the ability of the 2002

Parks, Recreation & Open Space Master Plan to integrate these

large, master planned developments with the City's. The reasons

include the excessively large volume of plans and the

overburdening of staff, clear usable standards and mapping along

with communication/processing issues. The new 2006 PROST

presents an opportunity now to better implement the future park,

facility and recreation program needs and community desires for

these new areas (as well as the more mature areas in the southern

areas of the City) and provide definitive input prior to preliminary

or final platting.

The northwest region of the City is fortunate to have significant
Sonoran Desert vegetation and landforms that require a sensitive
approach for both open space conservation and future park
development needs. It is critically important in identifying
appropriate areas Where park facilities may be integrated into the
existing environment with minimal disturbance to the land and set
the stage for immediate implementation.

The Park/Open Space (P/OS) designation within the Land Use Map

of the Ceneral Plan (see Figure 2-1, Land Use Map) denotes those

large areas optimally suited to be maintained or enhanced in their

natural condition based on their environmental value or developed

with recreation activities within the City. The specific open space
and park areas are graphically illustrated on Figure 9-1, Parks,

Open Space and Tra/75 Master Plan. Residential development, at

densities up to one (1) dwelling unit per acre, is permitted in these

areas subject to compliance with the City's Hillside Development

Ordinance, Desert Lands Conservation Ordinance (DLCO) and other

PEORIA GENERAL PLAN

PEORIA. ARIZONA

9 3



Policy 9.3.F.1

The city shall encourage research, such as professional

recreational society networking and surveys, that identify

current and potential future recreational trends and

incorporate the findings with future recreation programming

and master planned development.

Policy 9.3.F.2

The City shall stipulate that master planned development

projects in the undeveloped areas of the City provide for

parks open space path and trail dedication that provides for

variably sized, contiguofi:is'andconnected land areas, within

the developrnelht tO allow for ''h.4ture integration of

recreational»facililties.. .̀.

DEVELOP AN OPEN SPACE SYSTEM THAT IS

ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AND SELF-SUSTAINING.

9. RECREATION ANO OPEN SPACE ELEMENT

Objective 9.4.A:

Preserve the many ecological provided by

space environments.

park and open

Policy 9.4.A.l :

The City shall develop and implement a Mountain Preserve

program that identifies preservation, conservation and

management of significant natural areas such as mountain

range groups, hillsides, floodplains, rivers, and wash

corridors.

Policy 9.4.A.2:

The City shall identify and promote a contiguous system of

natural features (such as slopes, peaks, ridges, rock

outcroppings, stands of vegetation and washes) for

protection and/or preservation through means including, but

not limited to TDRs ('Transfer of Development Rights'), as

PEORIA GENERAL PLAN
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9. RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE ELEMENT

part of land trusts, as conservation easements, or

incorporation into developments as design features.

Policy 9.4.A.3:

The City shall encourage the preservation of  signif icant

natural features such as hillsides and floodplains and the re-

vegetation of rivers and washes to enhance their recreational

attraction, preserve wildlife habitats, and enhance their

aesthetic value.

Policy 9.4.A.4:

The City shall stipulate

component of Planned,

protected by ccweiianrsg

agreement wjtfi trip qty Q

that open space, required as a
4..Aa1ea,Developments, should be

,§onditiori§w;nd Restrictions or by
Qgother public; e"hg;ity.

Objective 9.4.B:

Utilize appropriate vegetation types and water conserving

principles to ensure climatic relief and minimize the demands

of the City's water supply.

./,

Policy 9.4.B.II . . W
The City shall compIy"witl8.the Arizona Dgoartment of Water

Resources (ADWR). guideliries for. water conservation by

advocating for the* =util.ization the Department's list of

acceptable, low water use plant materials.

Objective 9.4.C:

Develop appropriate architectural and structural criteria that
mitigate climatic extremes, protect adjacent flora and fauna,

and reflect the contextual regional aesthetics.

Policy 9.4.C.1:

The City shall continue to require design consultants to

coordinate design character solutions for development

projects that respond to the natural site context

(mountainous areas, river corridors, Lake Pleasant basin).

PEORIA GENERAL PLAN
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9. RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE ELEMENT

Specific design criteria to be utilized for all design elements

shall be established and approved by the City during the

master planning process.

Policy 9.4.C.2:
The City shall protect view corridors through the generous
buffering or screening, judicious placement of structures, as
well as the imposition of reasonable height limitations on
structures and signs.

Policy 9.4.C.3:

The City shall require a visual assessment for new

developments Identifying. areas with a high degree of visual

quality and .~ir|etho8.§"- -of protecting and/or

mitigating pairs f '. X:

DEVELOP A SAFE, MULTI-USE AND INTER-CONNECTED

PATH AND TRAIL SYSTEM THROUGHOUT THE CITY.

Objective 9.S.A:

Design and constructs paths and trails system along river

corridors. . '

Policy 9.5.A.I:

The City shall utilize the Parks, Recreation, Open Space, and

Trails Master Plan (PROST), the Trails and Rivers Master Plan,

the Peoria Desert Lands Conservation Ordinance (DLCO) and

the General Plan to coordinate with master planned

development projects adjacent to the river corridors to

identify appropriate paths and trails corridors and linkages.

Policy 9.5.A.2:

The City shall utilize appropriate regional planning

documents such as but not l imited to the West Valley

Recreation Corridor Plan (MCFCD, 1999), The West Valley

Multi-Modal Transportation Corridor Master Plan (MAG, 2001 )

PSORIAGSN£aAI.PLAN
PEORIA, ARIZONA
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9. RECREATlON AND OPEN SPACE ELEMENT

and the Maricopa County Regional Trail System Plan

(Maricopa County Trail Commission, 2002). The City shall

continue to coordinate the master planning and development

of projects adjacent to the New River and Agua Fria River

corridors with the New River and Agua Fria Watercourse

Master Plans, and The West Valley Multi-Modal

Transportation Corridor Master PIano

Objective 9.5.B:

Develop a system of paths and trails that connects major

recreational, educational and economic centers throughout

the city and adjacent cities.

Policy 9.s.a.1 :
The cit 3@3'll* u`fi{a;e *ha Desert
Ordinance...(QLcO),. Beoiia Parks, RecreariOni.

Tra i l s  M at ter (PROST), Peoria Rl.ver,s'la*

Plans,  and the General  Plan t  coordinate with

develop81en; projects to identi fy appropriate

corridors and]inkages. a

Lands Conservation

'Open Space, and

and Trails Master

master planned

paths and trails

A

Policy 9.5.B.2: " "
The City coordigigpte .:P.8th§ 'ind tr4II§..,'*iinkages with the
Cities of Glennie, §'loéi)ix,,§ulprise. » ricotta County, MAG
and the District.

.
<

Policy9.5.B.3:

The City shall coordinate paths and trails linkages with City

and Valley Metro transit systems.

Policy 9.5.B.4:

The City shall support the use of canal systems, such as the

Central Arizona Project Canal (CAP) and Beardsley Canals, as

recreation corridors that link regional parks.

PEORIA GENERAL PLAN
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9. RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE ELEMENT

Policy 9.5.B.5:

The City shall support the use of utility corridors, such as

power lines, as recreation corridors that help link city and

regional parks, recreation and open spaces.

Objective 9.5.C:

Develop a paths and trails system in open space and

mountain preserve areas that provides accessible links to

other trail systems.

Pollcy 9.5.C.1 :

The City shall provi.¢jg.,p4mblie.4g;ess to open space and river
corridors wherevefpossibfe.

y

Objective 9.S.D:.

Establish a. management plan for the

upkeep of the total trail system.
development and

Policy 9.5.D.2:

The City shall continue to coordinate trails development and

on-going maintenance as p a r t  o f  t h e  C i t y ' s  C IP  a n d

maintenance budgeting process.

Policy 9.5.0.1.: . '_
The city 'shall continue `to coordinate future paths and trails

developmeNt with the Peoria Paths and =TI;ails Master Plan

Implementation Program.; . .. ..'

Policy 9.5.D.3:

The City shall encourage and promote benefits of volunteer

labor and material donations for trails development and

maintenance to help expedite the development of the City's
trail system and its linkages with adjacent landowners.

PeoRIA GENERAL PLAN
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8. puBLic SERvlcEs AND FAcluTIEs ELEMENT

PUBLIC SERVICES AND FACILITIES

ELEMENT

The City of Peoria is striving to

provide a high quality of I

administrative, public safety and I

utility sen/ices to its existing I

and future residents. The City I

understands the costs of growth

are high and have adopted a fair I
share cost program that allows

future development and capita/ I

improvements programs to

occur in a coordinated approach to serve the growth and in/7//

needs within the City.

The Public Services and Facilities Element is organized in the

following manner;

8.a.

8.b.

8.c.

8.d.

Introduction

Goals, Objectives and Policies

Public Services and Facilities Plan

Implementation Program

8.a. INTRODUCTION

The Public Services and Facilities Element provides a framework for

providing the supportive municipal activities to ensure a high

quality of life. The plan element also recognizes the importance of

the public education system for its residents of all ages. In

addition the provision of proximate health care, while provided by

the private sector is also an important component to maintain the

health of the City's population and visitors.

PEORIA GENERAL PLAN
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Policy 8.3.A.2Z
The City shall continue to foster the joint use of retention
basin facil ities for both flood control and recreational
activities.

Policy 8.3.A.3: r »v .. `.i

The City sha||gqjiifrri g itl§{nvolvemen£!1\,8II siring studies for
SRP,Aps, aM' r8glad utility proVideléifaciiities within the
Peoria Plaiziniiig Prey. '. . ';

Policy 8.3.A.l :
The City shall continue to be a partner with the Maricopa

County Flood Control District in the planning and
implementation of Area Drainage Master Plan updates that

respect the natural character of the planning area.

1

8. PUBUC SERVICES AND FACILITIES ELEMENT

Policy 8.3.A.5: .. 1 " '"
The City shall eviliiate .Ethe implications of allowing areas

affected by existing Or" broboSéaOverhead electrical facilities
to organize improvement districts for facility undergrounding.

Policy 8.3.A.4E

The cirjshall =require the inclusion of sup-IAI>s ind other

public/pijvite utility facilities and line routes oN development

plan subrhittals. ` `

Policy 8.3.A.6:
The city shall require the use of public wastewater systems
for all types of development to minimize the potential for
groundwater contamination.

8.c. PUBUC SERVICES AND FACILITIES PLAN

The projected 10 year growth of the City, to an estimated 21 I ,161
residents and buildout population of over 487,917 will prompt the
significant expansion of the City's municipal services and facilities.

PEORIA GlansnAL PLAN
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8. PUBLIC SERVICES AND FACIUTIES ELEMENT

located to provide joint flood/recreational use and accessibility for
adjacent residents.

PRIVATE umm 1
The provision of electricity, natural gas, and telephone service are
provided by privately held corporations. Electricity is provided by
both Arizona Public Service (APS) Company and Salt River Project
(sup). Generally SRP serves the majority of the developed area of
the City, while APS serves the downtown area and the entire area
northwest of New River. APS also manages the Agua Fria
Generating Station that is the major source for the City's
electricity. APS has identified a significant amount of system
expansion within the ?»9-(€§i¢gi6aua;g¢ City over the next 10
years. The expansi9\'§iflll»iai"f§y be ta';a=t°§°'4. providing a loop of
69 Kv substatiopiS' fol=senre»thé area s§.utQ~of9tate Route 74 and
west of the Aélu5"Fri.é 'River and using fl)oVelnalley Road as a
significant o erhead"powerline corridor. Natural gas service is
provided by-';Southwest Gas Company to the majority of the
Planning Area- l-I`owever, Black Mountain Gas Company provides
service in a small area north`Of Dove.Valley Road. Biilk natural gas
is supplied by El Paso Natural Gas that has twOmajor transmission
lines that are located within the Blanking Area. 'Telephone service
is provided by cor|n'ri'\n4iii'C§_tiOi:s,..lgl¢§- tpthe majority of the
Planning Area. Howevle4"ACCjpiter Goqinlbnications, Inc. is the
certificated provider for theta? rforfllarn region of Peoria.

OTHER pussFAcluTIEs
As identified previously, the City is not directly responsible for the
provision of education' or health care facilities. However, both
types of facilities play a large role in defining the quality of life in
the city. The Planning Area includes the area within the district
boundaries of the Peoria and Deer Valley Public School Districts.
The conceptually recommended sites for both elementary/junior
high (Grades K-8) and high school.
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3. CIRCULATION ELEMENT

CIRCULATION ELEMENT

Meeting the transportation
needs of residents, visitors
and businesses calls for
comprehensive and forward-
/ooking solutions and a
recognition that the
transportation system must
integrate mu/ti-moda/
opportunities to reduce
re//ance on the automobile.
The Circulation €/ement
provides a policy framework for improving this system. Although it
is intended to guide decisions over the life of this Plan (7 O-year
horizon), Peoria must make long-term plans and /ay the
groundwork for the distant future and its ultimate build-out. The
City must develop transportation systems that serve /ca/ and
regional travel and make infrastructure in vestments that will lead
to a truly integrated system.

The Circulation Element is organized in the following manner:

3.a.

3.b.

3.<:.

3.d.

Introduction

Goals, Objectives and Policies

Circulation Plan

Implementation Program

PEORIA GENERAL Pl.AN
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The Loop 303
5peci8'c Area Plan
and the State
Route 74 Access
Management Plan
pro vide specit7c
guidelines
regulating design,
access, and /and
management
around the
Parkway and State
Route. A copy of
these documents
can be obtained
from the Peoria
Community
De ye/opment
Department.

Policy 3.1 .C.5:

The City shall discourage private streets unless the Peoria

city Council detgalljflfés 9'a't'El1e,§treets meet the adopted
standards ald";¢f@l*tl@ beneE_t=;.t N43 City exceeds the
liability. 4 4 'v |

Objective 3.1 .l

Develop and maintain Lake Pleasant Par

Route 94,.as..scenlc, limited-access ai'telilal

develop aNd maintain Northern
Road / away as limited icEesS_.l;ciadvV§y§.i'

Pollcy 3.l.D.l:

The City shaliuggc 9m'éCtives and policies of
the Loop 303 Specl 3*

(c)

(b)

v

street widths normally should be the

minimum width consistent with safety and adequate

fulfillment of City street requirements.

Turning lanes and (if  appropriate) raised median

strips are provided at heavily-traveled intersections

where traffic studies indicate their necessity.

streets and minimizing the

street intersections.

Residential

4

I .mu
82

\

Ba
*m 11/
.

. *

number of  four-way

kzyvay and State

roadways and to

Happy Valley
~4

1

3. CIRCULATION ELEMENT

Policy 3.1.D.2:

The City shall enforce the goals and objectives of the State

Route 74 Access Management Plan.

Policy 3.1.D.3:

The City shall enforce the goals and objectives of  the

Northern Parkway design concept report.

Policy 3.1 .D.2:

The City shall enforce the access standards for the Happy

Valley Road/parkway access to major access (potential

signals) at the mile and half-mile, with additional access at

PzoalA GENERAL PLAN

PEORIA. ARIZONA

3 - 8
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ARTICLE 14-35
LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS

(Revised Ord. No. 01-177)

NTS

l

CONTE
14-35-1
14-35-2
14-35-3
14-35-4
14-35-5
14-35-6
14-35-7
14-35-8

INTENT
INTERPRETATION AND SCOPE
DEFINITIONS
GENERAL LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS
LAKE PLEASANT PARKWAY CORRIDOR
PLAN SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS
LANDSCAPE INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE
PERMITS

14-35-1 INTENT (Ord. No. 93-22)

The process of development, with its alteration of the natural topography and vegetation
and creation of imperious cover can have a negative effect on the ecological balance of
an area by causing increases in air temperatures and accelerating the processes of
runoff, erosion, and sedimentation. The economic base of the City can and should be
protected through the preservation and enhancement of the unique' natural beauty and
vegetative space. Recognizing that the general objectives of this Article are to promote
and protect the health, safety, and welfare of the public, these landscaping regulations
are adopted for the following specific purposes:

To aid in stabilizing the environment's ecological balance by contributing to the
process of air purification, oxygen regeneration, groundwater recharge and storm
water runoff retardation, while at the same time aiding in noise, glare and heat
abatement,

• To provide visual buffering between land uses of differing character,

To enhance the beautification of the City,

• To protect the character and stability of residential, business, institutional and
industrial areas,

To preserve the value of land and building, and

To conserve energy and other natural resources.

Article 14-35 Landscape Requirements 35-1



ARTICLE 14-35 LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS

14-35-2 INTERPRETATION AND SCOPE

A. The provisions of this Article of the Peoria Zoning Ordinance shall apply to a lot, site,
or parcel of land when an application is being made for:

1. Site plan approval pursuant to Article 14-39, Section 14-39-Q, Site Plan Review
of this Ordinance. (Ord. No 02-80)

2. Signs pursuant to Article 14-34 of this Ordinance where landscaping is required.

3. Subdivisions pursuant to Chapter 24 of the Peoria City Code. (Ord. No. 03-06)

B. Not withstanding the application of Section 14-35-2-A above, these provisions shall
not apply to the following:

An individual lot containing single family or duplex residence

2. Lots or sites within an approved Planned Area Development (P.A.D.) which have
been approv ed wi th i ts own landscape plan pr ior to the adopt ion of  this
ordinance. However, these provisions shall be used as the basis for determining
the landscaping plans for future P.A.D.'s and such P.A.D. landscaping plans. shall
meet or exceed the standards of these landscape regulations.

Restoration of a building that has been damaged or destroyed by fire, explosion,
f lood, tornado, riot, act of  the public enemy, or accident of  any kind. For
purposes of this paragraph, "restoration" means the act of putting back into a
former or original state.

4. Site Plans that included landscaping that were approved prior to the adoption of
this ordinance.

5. Lots or sites subject to the provisions governing amendment to approved site
plans, set forth in Article 14-39, Section 14-39-9, "Site Plan Review," unless such
site plan amendments will: (Ord. No. 02-80)

a. Increase the number of stories in a building on the lot,

b. Increase by more than ten percent (10%) or ten thousand (10,000) square
feet, whichever is less, the combined floor areas of all buildings on the lot, or

Increase the bui lding or parking coverage on the lot by more than two
thousand (2,000) square feet.

14-35-3 DEFINITIONS

A. Cacti: Any family of plants that have fleshy stems and branches with scales or spines
instead of leaves and is capable of storing water and requiring no supplemental
irrigation.

Article 14-35 Landscape Requirements
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ARTICLE 14-35 LANDSCAPE"REQUlREMENTS

B. Calipers The diameter of the trunk of a tree measured six (6) inches above ground
level up to and including four (4) inch caliper size, and measured twelve (12) inches
above ground level if the measurement taken at six (6) inches above ground level
exceeds four (4) inches. If a tree is of a multi-trunk variety, the caliper of the tree is
the average caliper of its two (2) largest trunks.

C. Evergreen Tree or Shrub: A tree or shrub of a species which normally retains its
leaves/needles throughout the year.

D. Ground Covert Natural mulch or plants of species which normally reach a height of
less than two (2) feet upon maturity, installed in such a manner so as to form a
continuous cover over the ground.

E. Landscape Architect: A person registered to practice landscape architecture in the
State of Arizona.

F. Landscape Buffer. A landscape area that serves to screen the visual impacts caused
by the differences in use, such buffer shall be located on the perimeter of the site.

G. Landscape Materials: Materials used for the purpose of landscape improvements
which include any or all of the following: lawn or grass areas, trees, shrubs, ground
cover or other plantings, irrigation systems, decorative rock, natural or man-made,
decorative lighting, detention and retention ponds, waterfalls and man-made
streams, and berms or mounds. (Ord. No. 03-182)

H. Landscape Plan: A graphic representation of the landscape development of a site
indicating the location of all existing and proposed landscape improvements to be
present on the site at the completion of the construction of the project.

Landscaping: An exterior improvement of property in accordance with an approved
landscape plan and utilizing approved landscape materials.

J. Palm Tree: For the purpose of this Article means a vertical palm that can reach
twenty (20) feet or greater in height upon maturity.

K. Useable Open Space: An improved area that enables or provides opportunities
for residents to congregate or recreate. (Ord. No. 06-16)

14-35-4 GENERAL LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS

A. RequiredLandscape Areas

No part of any landscape area shall be used for any other use such as parking or
display, except for required on-site retention areas or when such use is shown on the
approved landscape plan except as otherwise provided in Chapter 14.

1. On-Site Landscaped Areas

Article 14-35 Landscape Requirements
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On-Site Landscaped Areas
Multi-Family

& Non-
Residential

Industrial
Single
Family

Residential
Schools

Required Area'
Percentage of Net site Area 20 102 (a) 20
1 tree/ 5 shrubs per 400 sq ft 400 sq ft 1000 sq ft 800 sq ft
Street Frontage Area'
Arterial Streets (ft) 15 10 104 15
Collector and Local Streets (ft) 15 10 84 10

ARTICLE 14-35 LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS

All development projects requiring an approved landscape plan shall provide on-
site landscaped areas located in accordance with the following standards and
requirements:

a. (Ord. No. 04-186)

1

2

3

4

(a)

Water storage facilities, wireless communication facilities and similar land uses
shall be exempt from the on-site landscape area requirements with the
exception that street frontage landscaping shall be required.
Mini-storage facilities and similar uses shall be considered industrial
developments for the purposes of landscape requirements regardless of zoning
designation. (Ord. No. 03-182)
A landscaped area along all street frontages shall be established and
maintained between the street right-of-way and any building, on-site parking
area, residential property line or perimeter screen wall. The area of this
landscape strip may be used to satisfy, to the extent provided, the on-site
landscaped area set forth in this Section. Public utility facilities providing an
essential service may be exempt from this standard as determined by the
Planning Manager, provided that the development include the required plantings
as set forth in this Section. Single-family residential subdivisions may provide
an average of  the f rontage requirement along arterial roadways to
accommodate wall undulation. (Ord. No. 03-182)
All such landscaped areas shall be held within a tract unless determined
otherwise by the Planning Manager. Front lot lines are exempt from the street
frontage landscaping requirement. (Ord. No. 06-07)
For all single-family subdivisions, on-site landscaped areas shall consist of
street frontage landscaping, required retention and useable open space areas.
The required amount of useable open space shall be determined per the Design
Review Manual. (Ord. No. 03-182)

All portions of the development site not occupied by buildings, structures,
v ehicle access and parking areas,  loading and unloading areas,  and
approv ed storage areas shal l  be landscaped in accordance wi th the
provisions of this Section. Future building pads within a phased development
shall be improved with temporary landscaping, and maintained weed and
dust  f ree in such a manner as may be approv ed by the Communi ty
Development Director or designee.

All required useable open space areas as def ined by the Design Review
Manual may be included within the on-site landscaped areas.

Article 14-35 Landscape Requirements
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ARTICLE 14-35

2. Street Frontages andRights-of-Way

RIG H T- or -WAY

d. Future phases of contiguous development shall include street frontage and
right-of-way landscaping with the first phase of development. The area and
plantings provided for subsequent phases shall count only towards the
landscape requirements for the future development. This requirement may
be modified for large-scaled projects as approved by the Community
Development Director or designee. (Ord. No. 02-95)

b. The required plantings shall be located in the street right-of-way landscaped
area within a minimum five (5) foot wide planter area, or within the front
fifteen (15) feet of the required on-site landscape areas, and shall be
designed and located to enhance the proposed development project and the
streetscape.

a. The installation of street trees, shrubs, and vegetative ground cover shall be
required for projects in an amount equal to or greater than one (1) tree and
five (5) shrubs for every twenty-five (25) feet of street frontage, and vegeta-
tive ground cover. The shrubs and ground cover shall occupy a minimum of
sixty percent (60%) of the total street frontage landscaped area at maturity.
Residential subdivisions shall be exempt from this provision where lots front
onto a street.

All street rights-of-way classified as collector or higher contiguous with the
proposed development or located within the interior of a development not used
for street pavement, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, or driveways shall be landscaped
in addition to the required on-site landscaped areas listed above. Right-of-way
landscaping shall be designed to minimize maintenance issues. (Ord. No. 03-
182)

d. For the purposes of calculating required landscape area, net site area shall
exclude rights-of-way, school playfields, and any required landscape buffer.
(Ord. No. 03-182) (Ord. No. 04-186)

Such planting requirements shall be in addition to the landscape
requirements in Section 14-35-4-A.1. All additional plantings in excess of the
requirement may be used to satisfy the on-site landscaping requirements.

*~,»

LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS

15' STREET
FRDNTAGE

LANDSCAPING

I
..
I

1 TREE AND 5sHRuE¢s PER
25FEET OF STREET FRONTAGE

Ar t ic le 14-35 Landscape Requirements
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Landscape Buffer
Single Family
Residential

District

Multi-Family &
other

Residential
Districts

Non-Residential Districts (O-1, C-1 ) 20' 20'
Non-Residential Districts (all other) 30' 30'
Multi-Family District (RM-1 ) 20' nor

Landscape Material Density
Minimum Size at

Planting
Trees 3 per 1,000 sq. ft. 24 inch box
Shrubs 5 per 1,000 sq, fl. 5 gallon
Vegetative Groundcover 20% of area 1 gallon
Inert Groundcover 100% of area W (if DG)

ARTICLE 14-35 LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS

3. Landscape Buffers

A landscape buffer shall be provided in the manner, context and density specified
below:

For the purposes of this section, the buffer utilized when adjacent to a
PAD or PCD development unit or site will be determined on the basis of the
land use scheduled or utilized for said area or as otherwise determined by the
Planning Manager.

1

4. Parking Area Landscaping

Surface Parking

For all developments exceeding f if teen thousand (15,000) square feet of
gross f loor area, ten percent (10%) of all parking lot areas, exclusive of
sewioe drive aisles, shall be landscaped. The requirement for general
industrial and manufacturing developments as delineated in Table 14-9-3 or
for developments containing fifteen thousand (15,000) square feet or less
shall be f ive percent (5%) of the parking lot area. The parking landscape
area shall be located entirely within the exterior curbs of the surface parking
area. (Ord. No. 06-07)

PARKING AREA

sazevzcg Dzzn/E
AISLE

Article 14-35 Landscape Requirements
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ARTICLE 14-35 LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS

All surface parking areas shall incorporate the following elements:

1) One (1) parking lot island with raised concrete or decorative curbing shall
be provided for every eight (8) parking spaces. In addition, landscape
islands shall be provided at the end of each parking row. (Ord. No. 03-
182)

2) Each landscape island shal l  be a minimum width of  seven (7) feet,
measured from back of curb to back of curb and equal the length of the
parking stall(s).

3) Landscaped medians shall be prov ided for al l  double rows of  parking
which exceed thirty (30) total spaces. Each median shall be a minimum
width of seven (7) feet of which a two (2) foot parking overhang on both
sides may be included. Curb breaks may be provided to accommodate
drainage flows. A deviation or alternative to this requirement may be
considered by the Planning Manager or designee provided the intent of
the landscape median is satisfied. (Ord. No. 06-07)

b. Multi-level Parking Structures

For projects that utilize multiple level parking structures, a minimum ten (10)
foot landscape area shall be located around the perimeter of the structure.

Far projects that utilize both surface and multi-level parking structures, the
required parking area landscape shall be the combined requirements of the
above.

5. Parking Landscape Improvements

a. Surface Parking

1) Surface parking areas shall contain one (1) tree and three (3) shrubs for
every parking island (one stall in length).

2) Landscaped parking medians shall contain one (1) shrub for every five (5)
linear feet of landscaping. A minimum of one (1) tree shall be provided
between landscape islands. Adequate planter area shall be provided to
accommodate full tree maturity.

3) Al l  plantings within surface parking areas may be used to satisfy the
landscape requirements in Section 14-35-4-A.1. The parking area tree
palette shall only include species that prov ide adequate shading and
minimal litter. (Ord. No. 03-182)

4) Shrubs within a landscape island or median shall  be maintained to a
maximum height of three (3) feet, and all trees at maturity within such
planters shall maintain a minimum clearance of  six (6) feet f rom the
lowest branch to the adjacent grade elevation.

Article 14-35 Landscape Requirements 35-7
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ARTICLE 14-35 LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS
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b .  M u l t i - l eve l  P a rk i ng  S t ruc t u res

T h e  l a n d s c a p e  a r e a  p r o v i d e d  a t  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  o f  m u l t i p l e  l e v e l  p a r k i n g
st ruc tures  sha l l  conta in  one (1)  t ree  and t h ree (3)  shrubs f o r  every  twenty  (20)
feet  o f  s t ructure  per imeter .

Dra inage Fac i l i t i es  (Pub l i c  and Pr i va te)

D r a i n a g e  f a c i l i t i e s  s h a l l  b e  c o m p l e t e l y  l a n d s c a p e d  w i t h  p l a n t i n g s  a n d  g r o u n d
s u r f a c e  m a t e r i a l s .  S u c h  l a n d s c a p i n g  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  e r o s i o n  p r o t e c t i o n  w h i l e
al lowing for the ef f i c ient  ut i l i zat ion of  the st ructure.

Bu i l d i ng  Founda t i on

N o n - re s i d e n t i a l  a n d  m u l t i - f a m i l y  re s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g s  sh a l l  i n c l u d e  a  l a n d sca p e
foundat i on  p l an te r  w i t h  a  m in imum w id th  o f  f i ve  (5 )  f ee t  be tween t he  bu i l d i ng  and
pa rk i ng  l o t . T h i s  f o u n d a t i o n  p l a n t e r  a r e a  s h a l l  c o m p r i s e  a  m i n i m u m  o f  f i f t y
p e r c e n t  ( 5 0 % )  o f  t h e  f a Q a d e ( s )  l e n g t h  a n d  m a y  c o u n t  t o w a r d s  t h e  o n - s i t e
l andscape  a rea  requ i rem ent s .  (O rd .  No .  03 -182)  A  dev i a t i on  o r  a l t e rna t i ve  t o  t h i s
requ i rem en t  m ay  be  cons i de red  by  t he  P l ann i ng  M anager  o r  des i gnee .

B u i l d i n g  f o u n d a t i o n  p l a n t e r  a re a s  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  o n e  (1 )  s h ru b  f o r  e v e ry  f i v e  ( 5 )
l i nea r  f ee t .  A l l  p l an t i ngs  w i t h i n  bu i l d i ng  f ounda t i on  p l an t e r  a reas  m ay  be  used  t o
s a t i s f y  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  S e c t i o n  1 4 - 3 5 - 4 - A . 1 .  A  d e v i a t i o n  o r .
a l t e rna t i ve  t o  t h i s  requ i rem en t ,  i nc l ud i ng  bu t  no t  l i m i t ed  t o ,  ra i sed  p l an t e rs  w i t h
seaw a l l s ,  deco ra t i ve  p l an t e r  boxes ,  po t t ed  t rees  /  sh rubs ,  m ay  be  cons i de red  by
t he  P l ann i ng  M anager  o r  des i gnee  p rov i ded  t he  i n t en t  o f  t he  bu i l d i ng  f ounda t i on
planter  i s  sat i s f i ed.  (Ord.  No.  06-07)

B .  D e s i g n  S t a n d a r d s

1 .  M i n i m u m  S i z e o f  T rees  and  Shrubs

A r t i c l e  1 4 - 3 5  L a n d s c a p e  R e q u i r e m e n t s

7 .

6 .
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ARTICLE 14.35 LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS

Unless otherwise specified herein, all required trees shall be a minimum of fifteen
(15) gallon in size and at least fifty percent (50%) of those trees must be twenty-
four (24) inch box or larger in size. A development may substitute thirty-six (36)
inch box trees in place of f if teen (15) gallon trees at a substitution rate of 1.5
trees for every 1 required fifteen (15) gallon tree. All shrubs shall be a minimum
of five (5) gallon in size to satisfy the landscape requirements in Section 14-35-
4A.2. (Ord. No. 03-182)

All trees shall be of a size at the time of installation to conform with the standards
established in the Arizona Nursery Association Grower's Committee
Recommended Tree Specifications.

2. Limitation On Use of Turf

Development projects shall limit the use of turf (lawn) to a maximum of twenty
percent (20%) of the lot area. This provision may be waived for those projects as
determined by the Site Plan Review process that required greater amount of turf
due to the nature of their use (i.e. schools, parks, golf  courses etc.) or those
projects that irrigate their landscaping with a reclaimed or private water source.
(Ord. No. 03-182)

3. Substitution of Ground Covers

Upon approval  of  the Community Development Director or designee, the
instal lat ion of  twenty (20) square feet of  vegetat ive ground cover in any
landscaped area shall substitute for one (1) required shrub, up to a maximum of
twenty percent (20%) of the required shrubs in any particular landscaped area.
No substitution shall be made for the required shrubs along any street frontage.
(Ord. No. 02-95)

4. Ground Surface Treatment

All landscaped areas shall be finished with a natural topping material which may
include, but not limited to, the following: turf (subject to Section 14-35-4-B.2),
ground cover, planting, 3/4" minus decomposed granite (or as approved by plan

, A pre-
emergent herbicide shal l  be appl ied to the ground prior to and af ter the
placement of natural surface materials (decomposed granite, river run rock, etc.)
in any landscaped area to prevent weed growth.

rev iew) at a 2" minimum depth, river rock expanded shale, or bark.

5. Irrigation Standards

All landscaped areas shall be supported by an automatic irrigation system which
may be a spray, f lood, or drip type system. A backflow prevention device as
approved by the City shal l  be required with the instal lation of  al l  i rrigation
systems. Al l  i rrigation systems and landscaped areas shal l  be designed,
constructed, and maintained to promote water conservation and prevent water
overflow or seepage onto the street, sidewalk, or parking areas.

A separate water meter shall be installed for landscaping that is installed within
the right-of-way and maintained by the City. For developments in which the

Article 14-35 Landscape Requirements 35-9



ARTICLE 14.35 LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS

property owner is to maintain the right-of-way landscaping, the right-of-way
irrigation system shall be separated or isolated from the on-site irrigation system.

6. Obstructions to Visibility

All landscaping and landscaped materials established in close proximity to a
driveway or street intersection shall be installed~and maintained in compliance
with the City's visibility triangle requirements. All ground covers within surface
parking areas snail be designed to minimize interference with surveillance
capabilities or vehicular and pedestrian circulation.

7. Protection of Landscaped Areas from Vehicular Damage

Permanent containment barriers (concrete curbs or bumper guards) shall be
installed and properly secured within or adjacent to all proposed parking areas
and along all driveways and vehicular access ways to prevent the destruction of
landscape materials by vehicles. All trees and shrubs shall be installed a
minimum of two and one-half (2.5) feet from back of curb.

8. Obstructions of Fire Hydrants

All plant materials shall be planted so that at maturity the edge of the plant will be
no closer than three (3) feet to any fire hydrant or fire suppression device.

9. Landscape Screening

All mechanical equipment, electrical meters and similar utility devices shall be
screened from public view with appropriate plantings.

10. Trails

All trails required by the Rivers and Trails Mater Plans shall include landscaping
and hardscape materials as determined by the Community Services Department.

11. Acceptable Landscape Materials

a. Plant materials utilized in landscaped areas in the right-of-way must be
included on the most recent edition of the Phoenix Active Management Area
Low Water Using Plant List.

No artificial plant materials may be used to satisfy the requirements of this
Section.

Palm trees shall not be installed within the right-of-way unless the
maintenance for the palm trees is provided by the owner.

d. Pollen producing vegetation such as the Mulberry tree (Morus Alba) or Olive
tree (Olga Europea) shall be prohibited per Ordinance 00-20.

Article 14-35 Landscape Requirements
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ARTICLE 14-35 LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS

SECTION 14-35-5 LAKE PLEASANT PARKWAY SCENIC ROADWAY CORRIDOR

Lake Pleasant Parkway is a unique roadway corridor that traverses areas of recognized
scenic quality and natural desert beauty. Sensitive development standards guided by
preservation and quality of life objectives provide direction for location of streets and
buildings within this corridor. Special standards for development within the corridor
reflect the need for sensitive encroachment into the natural desert environment.

A. Scenic Roadway Established

A Scenic Roadway Corridor is established encompassing a width of % mile (1,320
feet) on either side of the centerlines of the following streets:

Lake Pleasant Parkway, from Rose Garden Lane to the Carefree Highway
Carefree Highway, from Lake Pleasant Parkway to SR 74
SR 74, from Carefree Highway to the western limits of the City of Peoria

B. Urban, Suburban and Rural Environments

Urban Sector- the Urban Sector shall extend from Rose Garden Lane to Happy
Valley Road.

Suburban Sector- the Suburban Sector shall extend from Happy Valley Road to
the Agua Fria River crossing on SR 74.

Rural Sector - The Rural Sector shall extend from the Agua Fria River crossing
on SR 74 to the western limits of the city.

Development Standards

Special landscape setbacks to open view corridors adjacent to the roadways are
established as follows. Landscape setbacks are in addition to required street
landscaping requirements for the various zoning districts established elsewhere
in this ordinance.

a. The landscape setback for Urban Sector areas shall be 15 feet.

b. The landscape setback for Suburban Sector areas shall be 30 feet.

The landscape setback for Rural Sector areas shall be 50 feet.

Driveways within the special setback areas shall not exceed 20% of the setback.

Landscape materials located within the special setback areas shall consist of
native plant materials and treatments consistent with the planting context of
natural desert areas in the vicinity

SECTION 14-35-G PLAN SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS

Article 14-35 Landscape Requirements
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ARTICLE 14-35 LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS

A. Conceptual Landseape Plan

1. Submittal Requirements

If these landscape regulations apply to a lot or site that is subject to site plan
review as set forth in Article 14-39-9, of this Ordinance, or that is processed as a
subdivision plat, then a conceptual landscape plan shall be submitted as part of
the Site Plan or Preliminary Plat application.

2. Plan Format and Content

a. Submittals for multi-family and non-residential developments shall conform to
the guidelines of the Site PlanandDesign Review Process Guide.

b. Submittals for single-family. residential developments shall conform to the
guidelines of the Subdivision Development Process Guide.

c. Process guides are available from the Community Development Department.

3. Plans Review

Conceptual Landscape Plans shall be reviewed for compliance and approved in
accordance with the requirements of this Article.

B. Final Landscape Plan Review

1. Plan Format and Content

Final landscape plans shall conform to the guidelines of the Final Landscape
Plan Review Process Guide available from the Community Development
Department. Final irrigation plans shall be included with the submittal.

2. Final Landscape Plan Review

a. The final landscape plans for multi-family and non-residential development
projects shall be submitted with the building permit application and shall be
approved prior to the issuance of building permits.

b. Final landscape plans for subdivisions shall be reviewed by the Planning
Division at the time of off-site improvement plan review. Landscaping
installation with the public right-of-way shall be subject to the bonding
requirements as established by the City.

3. Plans Review

The City shall review final landscape plans for conformance with the approved
conceptual landscape plans.

C. Landscape Plan(s) Preparation

Article 14-35 Landscape Requirements
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ARTICLE 14-35 LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS

All landscape plans submitted to the City for review shall be prepared and sealed by
a registered Arizona Landscape Architect. Such regulations are governed by the
State of Arizona Board of Technical Registration.

14-35-7 LANDSCAPE INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE

A. Landscape Completion

1. Except as otherwise provided in Section 14-35-7-A.2 below, all landscaping must
be completed in accordance wi th the approv ed landscape plan before a
Certificate of Occupancy may be issued for any building on the lot

2. If the property owner provides the Community Development Director documented
assurance that the landscaping will be completed within six (6) months, the City
may issue one (1), six (6)~ month temporary Certificate of Occupancy and permit
the property owner to complete the landscaping during the six (6) month period.
For purposes of this subsection, "documented assurance" means a cash bond,
cash deposit, or irrevocable letter of credit in an amount equal to 110% of the
cost to install the landscaping and irrigation system (Ord. No. 03-182)

\

B. Landscape Maintenance

Owner Maintenance

a. The property owner and/or Lessee shall maintain all landscape materials both
on-site and in the adjacent right-of-way in accordance with the approved
landscape plan(s).

b. Required landscaping must be maintained in a healthy, growing condition at
all times. The property owner is responsible for regular weeding, mowing of
grass, irrigating, fertilizing, pruning, and other maintenance of all planting as
needed. Any plant that dies must be replaced with another liv ing plant that
complies with the approved landscape plan within thirty (30) days af ter
notification by the City.

c. Any damage to uti l i ty l ines resulting f rom the negligence of  the property
owner or his agents or employees in the installation and maintenance of
required landscaping in a uti l i ty easement or publ ic right-of -way is the
responsibility of the property owner. If a public utility disturbs a landscaped
area in a utility easement, it shall make every reasonable effort to preserve
the landscaping materials and return them to their prior locations after the
utility work. If, nonetheless, some plant materials die, it is the obligation of
the property owner to replace the plant materials.

d. Any public land landscaping that does not meet the criteria of Section 14-35-
6-B.3 shall be maintained by the owners of the adjacent properties.

2. City Maintenance of Public Lands

The Ci ty may accept responsibi l i ty for the maintenance and operat ion of
landscaping and appurtenances as described by one of the following categories:

Article 14-35 Landscape Requirements

1.
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ARTICLE 14-35 LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS

a. Equestriantrails and multi-use paths along the AC/DC canal, CAP canal,
New River, Agua Fria River, and Skunk Creek corridors.

b. Street rights-of-way abutting municipal public facilities.

Flood control facilities
maintenance by the City.

which have been accepted for operation and

d. Are~as identified for City maintenance by the City Council.

3. Conditions for Accepting Maintenance

Prior to the City accepting for maintenance any landscaping and appurtenances
as described in Section 14-35-6-B.2 above, the following conditions shall have
been satisfied :

a. A separate landscape and irrigation plan, prepared in accordance with
Section 14-35-5-B, shall be prepared and approved for any area to be
considered for City Maintenance. The plans may be part of the same
submittal, but on different sheets than landscape and irrigation plans for
areas to be maintained by the private property owner.

b. Prior to construction of landscaped areas to be maintained by the City, the
owner/developer shall provide cash, certified check, or negotiable bond in an
amount sufficient to provide the installation of the landscaping and irrigation
system.

The landscaping shall be inspected and approved by the City for compliance
with the approved landscape plan. ,

The subsequent completion of a ninety (90) day maintenance period wherein
the developer shall be responsible for all watering, weeding, and replacement
of all dead or dying plant materials.

e. A final inspection called by the developer or his representative at the
completion of the ninety (90) day maintenance period resulting in final
approval and acceptance by the City.

14-35-8 PERMITS

Permits for landscape and irrigation installation are required for backflow prevention,
electrical connections, and all work performed within the public right-of-way.

Article 14-35 Landscape Requirements

d.

C.

c.
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CITY OF PEORIA, ARIZONA
COUNCIL COMMUNICATICN

CC:
Amend No.

Date prepared: October 31, 2006 Council Meeting Date: November 14, 2006

Terry Ellis, City Manager

FROM: Glen Van Nimwegen, AICP,Community Development Director;

THROUGH: Chad Daines, AICP, Planning Manager 4 4 6 r

PREPARED BY: Chris M. Jacques, AICP, Senior Planner

SUBJECT:

<9 .
GPA 06-09, Rescind Lake Pleasant Parkway Corridor SAP

Proposal to adopt a resolution rescinding the Lake Pleasant
Parkway Corridor Specific Area Plan (XREF: GPA 06-04 and
TA 06-05).

Recommendation:

A. That the Mayor and Council concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission
recommendation to rescind the Lake Pleasant Parkway Com'dor Specific Area Plan.

Backgraundx

1. The Lake Pleasant Parkway Corridor Specific Area Plan (LPPCSAP) Was adopted
in 2000 primarily for the purposes of establishing appropriate nodes for commercial
development and associated standards to sensitively guide development along this
parkway. The Plan established specific view corridor setbacks and standards along
the corridor (based upon urban, suburban or rural character of segment) and guided
commercial development to specified nodes. The intent was to preserve the unique

.and pristine environment that the parkway traversed and avoid the common strip-
commercial development occurrence on other Valley roadways.

2. Most bf the substantive policies and re?uIations promulgated by the plan have now
been incorporated into other document s - namely the Loop 303 Specilic Area Plan
and the' Desert Lands Conservation Overlay District. Additionally, new land use
Classifications were established last year (Regional Commercial, Community
CommerciaI)'and located on the Land Use Plan to guide specific types and scale of.
commercial development. FOr example, new largescale retail uses (i.e. big-box)

cnrv QLERK use onLy:
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are relegated to Regional Commercial areas on the Land Use Plan. Incidentally,
the Land Use Plan reflects the commercial nodes eStablished in the LPPCSAP.
Therefore, the LPPCSAP is now proposed for rescission.

Discussion I Analysis:

3. The manner for rescinding a plan adopted by a resolution is by the use of a
resolution. Voiding this Plan is a matter of business and is brought to the
commission for its recommendation. Case GPA 06-04 outlines the Chapters of the
General Plan that will be updated to remove all references to this Plan and where
references to the recently adopted Loop 303 Plan have been added. Also
contained within that report is the proposed language to the Land Use Element
establishing a Lake Pleasant Scenic Corridor and surviving policies and standards
from the LPPCSAP that are now integrated into the Land Use Element.

4. The Plan has served its function in establishing a framework to sensitively guide
development along the colTidor. In many instances, the policies and guidelines of
the Plan have been incorporated in other policy documents and city ordinances.
The Plan is now duplicative of these documents, creating areas of overlapping
policy and jurisdiction. Recision of the Plan is the recommended course of action.
The following summarizes several changes since the original adoption in 2000 that
negates the necessity for the Plan:

Adoption of the Loop 303 Specific Area Plan in 2005. With overlapping
corridors, the new Plan provides new land use and circulation policy for the Loop
303 and Lake Pleasant ParI<way from Happy Valley Road to SR-74 and then
along SR~74 to the Agua Fria River.

b. Commercial Nodes incorporated into General Plan Land Use Plan. Last
year, new land use classifications were established (Regional Commercial,
Community Commercial) and located on the Land Use Plan to guide specific
types and scale of commercial development. For example, new large=scale
retail uses (Le. big-box) are relegated to Regional Commercial areas on the
Land Use Plan. If you recall, one of the goals of the LPPCSAP was to guide
commercial development into specified nodes to avoid the strip development
and preserve the scenic quality of the area. The General Pfan Land Use Map
reflects the nodes originally established ander the LPPCSAP. Additionally, in
furtherance of this objective, the companion case (GPA 06-04-) contains
language to be inserted into.the-Land Use Element that identifies the specific
locations of the nodes and the classification. Pleasebé.advised that the
language contains a new opportunity for office development (only) at the NWC
of Lake Pleasant Parkway and Yearling Road as a transition between the Lake
.Pleasant Towne Center (due south) and surrounding residential uses. That
request is analyzed through Case GPA 06-05...

c.

a.

Adoption of the Desert Lands Conservation Ordinance (DLCO). In 2002, the
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CPA 838-339

City of Peoria adopted the DLCO into the Zoning Ordinance. The DLCO is an
overlay that applies to all lands north of Pinnacle Peak Road. The intent of the
ordinance is to identify and protect the pristine quality of the desert landscape
through standards to conserve environmental features and hillsides, identify and
protect wildlife habitat, cultural resources and wash corridors and inventory and
protect significant native plant palette. The DLCO provides the hard standards
to implement many of the goals, objectives and policies stated in the LPPCSAP.

Integration into Land Use Element of the General Plan. As part of the
companion case (Case GPA 06-04), the scenic corridor buffers (i.e. setbacks for
urban, suburban and rural) have been preserved and integrated into the Land
Use Element. Additionally, several guidelines from the LPPCSAP have been
integrated into the Land Use Element.

Findinqs I Recommendation:

The proposed amendment supports the following findings:

The amendment constitutes an overall improvement to the City's General Plan
and is not solely for the good or benefit of a particular landowner or owners at a
particular point in time, and
The proposed amendment recognizes that several planning efforts have been
incorporated into the Peoria General Plan (i.e. Loop 303 Specific Area Plan, new
land use classifications) and other regulatory standards (i.e. Desert Lands
Conservation Overlay) have been established to sensitively guide development
along the corridor in a manner congruent with the goals of the original
LPPCSAP, and
The amendment advances the objectives of the LPPCSAP by establishing a
scenic corridor and integrating relevant policies in the Land Use Element of the
General Plan, and
The changes proposed herein and the documents and regulations referenced
.preserve the goals and protections afforded in the LPPCSAP thereby negating
the necessity of the Plan as a separate planning tool.

Planninq & Zoninq Commission Action:

On October 26, 2006, the Peoria Planning & Zoning Commission held a meeting
off-site to discuss the case. There were no questions or concerns raised for staff.
At the public hearing held on November 2, 2006, the Commission unanimously.
recommended approval of the proposed amendment as shown in the attached
Resolution.

Attachments:

Resolution

5.

d.



RESOLUTION no. 06-174

A RESOLUTION OFTHE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF PEORIA, MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA
RESCINDING THE LAKE PLEASANT PARK\NAY
CORRIDOR SPECIFIC AREA PLAN; AND PROVIDING
FOR SEPARABILITY AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the General Planheretofore adopted by the City of Peoria, Arizona
provides for periodic review and amendment,

WHEREAS, the City of Peoria is required to follow the procedures of A.R.S.
9-461 .oh in adopting any amendments to the General Plan, and

. WHEREAS, the Peoria Planning and Zoning Commission, after due and proper
notice. as required by law, held public hearings regarding amendment number
GPA 06-09 on October 26, 2006, and on November 2, 2006, and

WHEREAS, after such public hearing and Consideration of GPA 06-09, the
Peoria Planning and Zoning Commission recommended adoption on November 2,.
2006, a copy of which recommendation is on file with the City Clerk of the City of
Peoria, Arizona, and which said case number GPA 06-09 was transmitted to the Mayor
and Council of the City of Peoria prior to the meeting of November 14, 2006, and

WHEREAS, after notice in the manner and form provided by law, a public
hearing regarding case number GPA 06-09 was held by the City Council on November
14, 2006, as required by A.R.S. 9-461.06, and

WHEREAS, after due and proper consideration of such GPA 06-09, the Mayor
and Council .of the City of Peoria, Arizona have found that GPA 06-09 will properly aid in
the orderly growth and development of the City of Peoria, Arizona.

now, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CO.UNClL OF
THE CITY OF PEORIA, ARIZONA AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1 . Rescind the Lake Pleasant Parkway Corridor Specific Area Plan

1. The City Council of the City of Peoria, Arizona, does hereby accept and adopt
amendment number GPA O6-09, rescinding the Lake Pleasant Parkway Corridor
Specific Area Plan. .
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Resolution No. 06-174
Page 2 of 2

SECTION 2. Separability.

In the event any part, portion or paragraph of this Resolution is found to be invalid by
any court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such part, portion, or paragraph shall
not affect any other valid part, portion, or paragraph of this Resolution and effectiveness
thereof,

SECTION 3. This Resolution shall become effective in the manner provided by law.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Peoria,
Marioopa County, Arizona this 14"' day of November, 2006.

Mayor

Date Signs
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CITY OF PEORIA, ARIZONA
COUNCIL COMMUNICATION

CC: 9 &,
Amend No.

Date prepared: October 31, 2006 Council Meeting Date: November 14, 2006

Terry Ellis, City Manager

FROM: Glen Van Nimwegen, AICP, Community Development Directcwv

THROUGH:

PREPARED BY: Chris M. Jacques, AICP, Senior Planner

Chad Daines, AICP, Planning Manager / 4 4 1 4 , -

SUBJECT' GPA 06-04, Various Chapters

Proposal to adopt a resolution revising Chapter 2 (Land Use),
Chapter 3 (Circulation), Chapter 5 (GrowthAreas) and Chapter
tO (Environmental Resources) by removing references to the
Lake Pleasant ParkwayCorridor Specific Area Plan(proposed
for rescission) and adding references to the Loop 303 Specific
Area Plan and establishing a scenic corridoron Lake Pleasant
Parkway, Carefree Highway and SR-74 (XREF: GPA 06-09
and TA 06-05).

Recommendation:

A. That the Mayor and Council concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission
recommendation and adopt the attached Resolutionapproving certain amendments
to various Elements of the General Plan.

Background:

1. The Lake Pleasant Pad<way Corridor Specific Area Plan (LPPCSAP) was adopted
in 2000 primarily for the purposes of establishing appropriate nodes for commercial
development and associated standards to sensitively guide development along this
parkway. The Plan established specific view corridor setbacks and standards along
the colTidor (based upon urban, suburban or rural character of segment) and guided
commercial development to specified nodes. The intent was to preserve the unique
and pristine environment that the parkway traversed and avoid the common strip-
commercial development occurrence on other Valley roadways.

U
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Chapter 2Land Use - Pages 2-2, 2-3, 2-
37

Remove references to the LPPCSAP and insert
references to the Loop 303 Specif ic Area Plan,
update references to major development plans

Chapter 2 Land Use - Page 2-38

| I

Establ ish a Scenic Corridor for Lake Pleasant
Parkway, Carefree Highway and State Route 74,
insert land use ices and development standards

Chapter 3 Circulation - Page 3-8 Remove references to the LPPCSAP and insert
references to the Loop 303 Specific Area Plan in the
Element's Goals, Objectives and Policies

Chapter 5 Growth Area - Page 5-12 Remove references to the LPPCSAP and insert
references to the Loop 303 S ionic Area Plan

0°
Chapter 10 Environmental Resources -
Pa 10-2 * .

Remove references to the LPPCSAP and insert
references to the Loop 303 S civic Area Plan

Most of the substantive policies and regulations promulgated by the Plan have now
been incorporated into other documents - namely the Loop 303 Specific Area Plan
and the Desert Lands Conservation Overlay District. Additionally, new land use
classifications were established last year (Regional Commercial, Community
Commercial) and located on the Land Use Plan to guide specific types and scale of
commercial development. For example, new large-scale retail uses (i.e. big-box)
are relegated to Regional Commercial areas on the Land Use Plan. incidentally,
the Land Use Plan reflects the commercial nodes established in the LPPCSAP.
Therefore, the LPPCSAP is now proposed for rescission (XREF: GPA06-09 and TA
06-05).

Discussion / Analysis:

Policies and guidelines for development along the Lake Pleasant Parkway corridor
can be found in ordinances. The Loop 303
Specific Area Plan, the Peona General Plan and the Park, Recreation and Open
Spaces Master Plan are policy documents that provide vision and implementation
concepts for the corridor. The Peoria Zoning Ordinance contains several
components of the implementation strategy for establishing the scenic con'idor. The
most prominent of these components is the provisions of the Landscape Ordinance.

several City policy documents and

Amendments to the Peoria General Plan designed to address the rescission of the
LPPCSAP and integrate policies established in the document are reflected in the
table below:

The Plan has served its function in establishing a framework to sensitively guide
development along the corridor. In many instances, the policies and guidelines of
the Plan have been incorporated in other policy documents and city ordinances.
The Plan is now duplicative of.these documents, creating areas of overlapping
policy and jurisdiction. The following summarizes several changes since the original
adoption in 2000 that negates the necessity for the Plan:

5.

4.

3.

2.

a. Adoption of the Loop 303 Specific Area Plan in 2005. With overlapping



corridors; the new Plan provides new land use and circulation policy for the Loop
303 and Lake Pleasant Parkway from Happy Valley Road to SR~74 and then
along SR-74 to the Agua Fria River.

Commercial Nodes incorporated into General Plan Land Use Plan. Last
year, new land use classifications were established (Regional Commercial,
Community Commercial) and located on the Land Use Plan to guide specific
types and scale of commercial development. For example, new large-scale
retail uses (i.e. big-box) are relegated to Regional Commercial areas on the
Land Use Plan. If you recall, one of the goals of the LPPCSAP was to guide
commercial development into specified nodes to avoid the strip development
and preserve the scenic quality of the area. Exhibit A references the specific
nodal locations established in the LPPCSAP. Please be advised that this listing
contains a new opportunity for office development only at the NWC of Lake
Pleasant Parkway and Yearling Road.

c. Adoption of the Desert Lands Conservation Ordinance (DLCO). In 2002, the
City of Peoria adopted the DLCO into the Zoning Ordinance. The DLCO is an
overlay that applies to all lands north of Pinnacle Peak Road. The intent of the
ordinance is to identify and protect the pristine quality of the desert landscape
through standards to conserve environmental features and hillsides, identify and
protect wildlife habitat, cultural resources and wash con'idors and inventory and
protect significant native plant palette. The DLCO provides the hard standards
to implement many of the goals, objectives and policies stated in the LPPCSAP.

d. Integration into Land Use Element of the General Plan. As part of the
companion case (Case GPA 06~04), the scenic corridor buffers (i.e. setbacks for
urban, suburban and rural) have been preserved and integrated into the Land
Use Element. Additionally, several guidelines from the LPPCSAP have been
integrated into the Land Use Element.

Findings:

The proposed amendment supports the following findings:6.

b.

The amendment constitutes an overall improvement to the City's General Plan
and is not solely for the good or benefit of a particular landowner or owners at a
particular point in time, and
The proposed amendment recognizes that several planning efforts have been
incorporated into the Peoria General Plan (i.e. Loop 303 Specific Area Plan, new
land use classifications) and other regulatory standards (i.e. Desert Lands
Conservation Overlay) have been established to sensitively guide development
along the corridor in a manner congruent with the goals of the original
LPPCSAP, and



The amendment advances the objectives of the LPPCSAP by establishing a
scenic corridor and integrating relevant policies in the Land Use Element of the
General Plan, and
The changes proposed herein and the documents and regulations referenced
preserve the goals and protections afforded in the LPPCSAP thereby negating
the necessity of the Plan as a separate planning tool.

Planning & Zoning Commission Action:

7. On October 26, 2006, the Peoria Planning & Zoning Commission held a meeting
off-site to discuss the case. There were no questionsor concerns raised for staff.
At the public hearing held on November 2, 2006, the Commission unanimously
recommended approval of the proposed amendment as shown in the attached
Resolution.

Attachments:

Exhibit A Proposed changes to Chapters 2, 3, 5 & 10

Resolution



Chapter z Land Use Element
(Page 2-2, 2-3)

LAKE PLEASANT AREA PLANS

Recognizing the enormous potential and sensitivity of the Lake
Pleasant Area, the City adopted the Lake Pleasant Parkway Corridor
Area Plan Loop_8iQ3_§pecific Area Plan and Lake Pleasant/North Peoria
Area Plan, addressing land use and transportation in the undeveloped
areas of the northern part of the City. The Lake Pleasant Parkway
Corridor Area Plan calls for visual buffers and setbacks, access control
standards, and limited commercial nodes along Peorials-mage#
north/south route. The LQQP 303 Specific Area Plan identifies land.
uses and circulation objectives for the Loop 303 Corridor, the Lake
Pleasant Parkway CorridQr, Carefree Highway and SR 74 south of Lake

Pleasant. The Lake Pleasant/North Peoria Area Plan outlines specific
implementation policies to preserve and protect the natural beauty of
the northern part of the City around Lake Pleasant.

(Page 2-6)
Many cities are trying to recapture the experiences associated with a
thriving and vibrant, pedestrian-scale City through downtown
revitalization efforts and promoting new commercial nodes that
employ progressive development strategies. Peoria is on~board,
having recently approved a downtown revitalization plan, design
review, and the Loop 303 Specific Area Plan Lake Pleasant Parkway
Corridor Specific Area Plan, which limits commercial development in
developing areas of the City to attractive nodes with characteristics
similar to traditional city centers.

(Page 2-37)

The City has developed several approved specific areas planning

overlays that identify goals and implementation measures addressing

key issues in defined areas. Four such overlays are delineated on the

Land Use Plan. They are as follows:

Loop 303 Specific Area Plan
LakePleasant Parkway Corridor Land Use Plan

Exhibit A



North Peoria Redevelopment Area
Downtown Peoria Redevelopment Area
Central Peoria Revitalization Specific Area Plan

The Land Use Plan also identifies six five approved development plans
and their approved uses. They are as follows:

Camino A Lago Specific Area Plan
Lakeland Village Master Plan
Vistancia North Planned Community
Lake Pleasant Heights Planned Community Specific Area

Man
Saddleback Heights Planned CQmmunity
West Wing Mountain Planned Com.munity_master Plan
White Peaks Ranch Master Plan
Vistancia South Elarmed Community

(Page 2-38)

Lake pleasant parkway Corridor

Lake Pleasant parkway_§ a special roadway that serves Sonoran Desert areas of
northeastern Peoria. It is planned as the only north/south arterial street that
connects Deer Valley Road and the Care Free Hi wa . In 2000 the city adopted the
Lakepleasant Parkway Corridor Specific Area plan (LPPCSAP) to establish written
policy red ring the corridor, The purposes of the plan were to.

• Identify the significant resources in the area of the corridor,
• Identify current and future trends affecting the corridor, and
• Provide planning_policies and guidelines to best maximize the Parkway

Corridor's environmental and economic potential,

Protection policies for the north Peoria desert areas were originally outlined in the
Desert Lands Conservation Master Plan. policies that should be utilized to guide
the formation of development regulations are listed below.

l . provide development standards to protect the scenic views from theroadwav
and provide a uniform appearance for developments fronting on the
corridor,

Exhibit A



5.

6.

7.

2. Provide planning for the corridor that would limit the development of retail

Qtojects to identified nodes and in so doing control strip commercial
development and open view corridors,

3. Protect the traffic caQ§£il3{ of th arkwab inniQng development that
would need direct access to an arterial street,

4. Protect residential neighborhoods from commercial traffic and encourage
cluster or nodal neighborhood development,
Plan for regional trails pedestrian and bicycle linkages,
Protect native plants and conservation features within the corridor, and

Control outdoor lighting.

These policies and controls have been gradually included in this and other planning
documents. Updates to this element, adoption of the Loop 303 Specific Area Plan
and the Peoria zoning Ordinance provide much of the protection that the purposes
and goals were designed to accomplish. The City has created expanded residential
and commercial General Plan categories that are effective in conveying Citvpolicy in
the location of nodal and cluster type uses. The city of Peoria has also adopted a
Desert Lands Conservation Ordinance, Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces Master
Plan and updated the Landscape Ordinance to codifLprotection policy included in
the plan.

In 2005 the city adopted the Loop 303 Corridor Specific Area plan that makes
available planning_policy for the Lake pleasant Parkway from Dixileta Drive to
Carefree Highway.. and for Carefree Highway and SR 74 from Lake Pleasant Parkway
to the Agua Fria River bridge. This plan superceded the land use and.
transportation planning of the LPPCSAP for these parts of Lake Pleasant Parkwa\L.

the Carefree Highway and SR74.

Land Use Planning

Land Use planning for the parkway corridor is designed to be unique. Overall
planning is included in this element and the Loop 303 Specific Area Plan. Policies
for the corridor encourage nodal and cluster typegjevelopment to allow for open
spaces between developments to open view corridors where these spaces occu r..
Small office areas providing essential services to neighborhoods should be located
away from major nodal development or as a transition to less intensive uses and
near access points to the Lake Pleasant Parkway. Office areas along the corridor are
§_4Qportable located as shown below,
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Intersection Com
1

I 1 9 \ Criteria Uses Allowed

1 a cY Road 1. Scale and Architecture
2. Height

Office Only

Pinnacle peak Road

lnferwrtinn LE8ISAE Peoria General Plan IOOP am SAP

Deer Valle\L8Q3d o l l  l l I \ Community
CommercialNada

| 1 I I Vallev Road CQllIl(IllLl[li(¥
Made

Community

Commercial

ramie Boulevard CQmmuni(¥
Nod;

CQmmUf'li(\§
Commercial

Carefree Hiqhsaay Regional Node Community

Commercial

o 11

£LmiliQs

8Qa;1/castle Hot

S ' s Road

Cmnmuniql

Nszds:

CQmmunit\;

Commercial

Sarival Avenue Communing

Nszde

$IQn1munM
Commercial

» ,11NQ hf Fmpjgymgm;

Cenrpr

EM lo went Center

BQulema[d

l -. I I

Ll[han_S§s:!iQn
Bose Garden lamp ro

Valley Road) ~l

Suburban Sertinn

IMQQY Valley Road to

ramie Bculevardl

Rural Section

north of Dynamite

Buuleyardl

Buffer - IS feet Buffer -30 feet B!Jff§L;_5_Q_fE€I

Commercial nodes are planned to be located at various intersections aIQng_l..ake

Pleasant Parkway, Carefree Highway and SR 74 v1Ltb_a regional emQ!Qyment center
located .north of Dynamite Boulevard. Planning for these "nodes" is as shown in the
table below.

Buffer policies first established in the LPPCSAP areeffective in chan@g.perceptions
of the roadway to more a desert driving experience. Buffers are supplemental
distances between the roadway and development that enhance view corridors for
observation of additional amenities on the horizon and afford richer desert
gperiences with Sonoran Desert plants along the roadway. Buffers should
continue to be used as shown in the table below.

»*"»
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Circulation

Circulation policies for Lake Pleasant Parkway arenow shown in. the Loop 303 SAP
and the Circulation Elementof the periaGeneral plan. These policies aredesigned
gopreserve a desertdriving experience along the parkway and internalize
circulation occurring in residential neighborhoods. Access to the parkway is limited
to mile and half-mile street intersections.

Residential Neighborhoods

Residential developmentis encouraged adjacent to the parkway. Development
guidelines for neighborhoods and individual cousin roiects are found in the
City's ZoningOrdinance and Design Review Guidelines. Circulation policies should
guide subdivision design to limit access to the parkway and intrusion of external
traffic into the neighborhood.

Essential to the concept of sustainable neighborhoods is the proximity of shopping

and services. Where possible, neighborhoods should be walkable with services,
parks, schools and shopping within reasonable walking distances. Community and
_l8_:gional commercial nodes are limited to designated intersections.

Trails

Pedestrian, bicycle and multi-use trail policies for this partof peria are Nov
contained in this General Plan and the Parks,Recreation o en Space and Trails
Master Plan published by the Community senzices Department.

EnvirQnmentaI Protection

Protection of native plants, conservation features and dark skies are currently being
implemented throughvarious sectionsof the city1s_zoning ordinance. Preservation

and use of native plants, archaeological sites, washes, rock outcroppings and Other
unique desert features is the primary function of the Desert LandsConservation
Overlaydistrict. Limitation of artificial lightingin desert areas is also addressed in
the peria Zoning Ordinance
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Chapter 3 Circulation Element
(Page 3-8)

Objective 3.1 .D:

Develop and maintain Lake Pleasant Parkway and State Route 74

as scenic, limited-access arterial roadways.

:.*"rt 'Z..)' CJ *"»:'»:

"L§.2.̀

Policy 3.1 .D.l :

The City shall enforce the goals, objectives and policies of the

Loop 303 Specific Area Plan. Lake Pleasant Parkway Corridor Area

Plan. ,

Policy 3.1.D.2:

The City shall enforce the goals and objectives of the State Route 74

Access Management Plan.

T/we I nap 303
,Specific Area Plan
The Lake Pleasant
,p I ,
.1.~ ,R!:..nand the
State Route 74
Access
Management Plan
provide specify
guidelines
regulating design,
access, and /and
management
around the
Parkway and State
Route. A copy of
these documents
can be obtained
from the Peoria
Community
Development
Department.

Chapter 5 Growth Area Element
(Page 5-12)

NORTH CENTRAL PEORIA/ LAKE PLEMlSANT PARKWAY CORRIDOR

Description: Lake Pleasant Parkway was originally adopted as part of
the 1987 General Plan Transportation Element. From its inception,
this parkway was intended as a limited access roadway consisting of
three lanes of traffic in each direction and a raised median. Access to
the parkway would be limited to right in, right out only, with the
exception of full turning movement arterial intersections and median
breaks every half mile. Due to the linear nature of the City and
topographic constraints, Lake Pleasant Parkway will continue to serve
as the regional connector between North Peoria and the rest of the

Exhibit A



Phoenix Metropolitan Area. Additionally, although a final Loop 303
route has yet to be finalized, this corridor is expected to experience
very high traffic volumes in the future.

The Loop 303 specific Area Plan addresses several parts of the parkway, from
Dixileta Drive to Carefree Highway This recognition led to the preparation and
adoption of the Lake Pleasant Parkway Corrfiofor Speeifc Area Pin (2009). One of

the primary objectives of this plan was to The Land Use Element recognizes the
scenic amenities of the parkway_and deter; strip commercial development by
channeling attractive commercial development into 'nodes' at selected
intersections. The Parkway 4 was broken up into three defined sections: Urban,
Suburban and Rural. This growth area generally coincides with the Suburban
delineation beginning at the Happy Valley alignment with Lake Pleasant Parkway
and extending northward near the Central Arizona Project (cAp).

Chapter to Environmental Resources
(Page IO-2)

Fortunately for Peoria, most of the scenic desert landscape in the northern half of
the city remains in its natural state. Several planning efforts have been completed in
the last few years including the Peoria Desert Lands Conservation Master Plan
( I 999), Peoria Trails Master Plan (1999), Peoria Rivers Master Plan (I999), -Lake
Pl., I.:§.'.*2F ,R:.:, kirzy £ :̀m'.:¢:.' "p.:it7:. 'Lr...:. ,Rim 6°€'é'QL Peoria Parks, Recreation and
Open Space; Master Plan 63QQ,Z4949l6), Lake Pleasant North Area $pecif7c Plan (I 999)
and the Loop 303 Specific Area Play. Although these plans each have their specific
purposes, they do share common themes. Growth should be planned, attractive and
directed into appropriate areas at reasonable densities with particular sensitivity to
the natural landscape, recreational resources and views feds enjoyed by the
community.

Exhibit A



RESOLUTICN no. 06-175

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF PEORIA, MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA
AMENDING VARIOUS ELEMENTS IN THE GENERAL
PLAN TO REMOVE REFERENCES TO THE LAKE
PLEASANT PARKWAY CORRIDOR SPECIFIC AREA
PLAN; AND ADDING REFERENCES TO THE LOOP 303
SPECIFIC AREA PLAN; AND ESTABLISHING A SCENIC
CORRIDOR FOR LAKE PLEASANT PARKWAY,
CAREFREE HIGHWAY AND SR-74; AND PROVIDING FOR
SEPARABILITY AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the General Plan heretofore adopted by the City of Peoria, Arizona
provides for periodic review and amendment,

WHEREAS, the City of Peoria is required to follow the procedures of A.R.S.
9-461 .06 in adopting any amendments to the General Plan, and

WHEREAS, the Peoria Planning and Zoning Commission, after due and proper
notice as required by law, held public hearings regarding amendment number
GPA 06-04 on October 26, 2006, and on November 2, 2006, and

WHEREAS, after such public hearing and consideration of GPA O6-04, the
Peoria Planning and Zoning Commission recommended adoption on November 2,
2006, a copy of which recommendation is on file with the City Clerk of the City of
Peoria, Arizona, and which said case number GPA 06-04 was transmitted to the Mayor
and Council of the City of Peoria prior to the meeting of November 14, 2006, and

WHEREAS, after notice in the manner and form provided by law, a public
hearing regarding case number GPA 06-04 was held by the City Council on November
14, 2006, as required by A.R.S. 9-461 .06,and

WHEREAS, after due and proper consideration of such GPA 06-04, the Mayor
and Council of the City of Peoria, Arizona have found that GPA 06-O4 will properly aid in
the orderly growth and development of the City of Peoria, Arizona.

/

now, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF PEORIA, ARIZONA AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Amendments to the Peoria General Plan



Resolution No. 06~175
Page 2 of 2

1. The City Council of the City of Peoria, Arizona, does hereby accept and adopt
amendment number GPA 06-04, amending the Land Use, Circulation, Growth
Areas and Environmental Resources Elements of the Peoria General Plan, as
reflected in Exhibit A as attached to the Staff Report for the November 14, 2006
Council Communication.

SECTION 2. Separability.

In the event any part, portion or paragraph of this Resolution is found to be invalid by
any court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such part, portion, or paragraph shall
not affect any other valid part, portion, or paragraph of this Resolution and effectiveness
thereof,

SECTION 3. This Resolution shall become effective in the manner provided by law.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Peoria,
Maricopa County, Arizona this 14"' day of November, 2006.

Date Signe

qggan, Mayor

1 c > < / .  / 4 < 3 ¥ @ ¢ >

ATTEST:
Q~'Y o

4 .4

Stephen M. Kemp, City A

APPROVED AS TO FORM:



MINUTES OF THE PEORIA CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF PEORIA, ARIZONA

COUNCIL CHAMBER
November 14, 2006

A Special Meetingof the City Council of the City of Peoria, Arizona was convened at 8401
West Monroe Street in open and public session at 7:04 p.m.

Following a moment of silence, Boys Scouts from Troop 752 and Troop 762 led the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Members Present: Mayor John Keegan, Vice Mayor Vicki Hunt, Councilmembers Cathy
Carlat, Patricia Dennis, Joan Evans, Patrick Hickson, and Carlo Leone.

Members Absent: None

Other Municipal Officials Present: Terrence Ellis, City Manager, Carl Swenson, Deputy
city Manager, Susan Thorpe, Deputy City Manager, John Wenderski, Deputy City
Manager, Steve Kemp, City Attorney, Mary JoKief,City Clerk, Stephen Bontrager, Maher
Hazine, Bob McKibben, Grady Miller, Brent Mattingly, Steve Prokopek, Larry Ratcliff, Glen
Van Nimwegen and Constance Copeland.

Audience: Approximately 20 members of the public.

Note: The order in which items appear in the minutes is not necessarily the order in
which they were discussed in the meeting.

Presentations:

1. Peoria Sister City Young Ambassadors

Kristen Matheson, one of four members of the Peoria Sister City Young Ambassadors
Program, reported on the student exchange program with the Borough of Ards, and
presented a video of Young Ambassadors' experiences during their trip to Norther Ireland
this past summer.

2. 2006 Best of the West Awards

ViceMayor Vicki Huntpresented the 2006 Best of the West Awardsgiven by WESTMARC
(Western Maricopa Coalition) to Thom Gyder of Wilhelm Automotive in the Building
Business - 50 or Less Employees category, Chief McKibben for the Peoria Fire
Department Customer ServiceProgram, and the UtilitiesDepartment forth Desert Fusion
Garden.



Special City Council Meeting Minutes
November 14, 2006, 7:00 p.m.
Page 8 of 14

du/ac, target of 3 du/ac) to Off ice (GPA 06-05).
unanimously.

Upon vote, the motion carried

7R Central Peoria Revitalization Plan Amendment, Land Use Cateqories

RESOLUTION no. 06-173

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF PEORIA, MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA
AMENDING THE TEXT AND MAP OF THE CENTRAL
PEORIA REVITALIZATION PLAN TO AMEND TEXT
CONCERNING LAND USE CATEGORIES IN THE CENTRAL
PEORIA REVITALIZATION PLAN TO EXPAND THE
DEFINITION OF LAND USES, RENAMING LAND USE
CATEGORIES, ADDING DENSITY AND TARGET DENSITY
POLICIES, ADDING MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT
GUIDELINES, AND ESTABLISHING NEW  LAND USE
CATEGORIES "MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL USE",
"TOWN CENTER MIXED-USE" AND "OFFICE USE" FOR THE
CITY OF PEORIA, ARIZONA; AND PROVIDING FOR
SEPARABILITY AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Dave Hickson, Planner, Community Development Department, summarized an amendment
to update land use categories and establish density and target density policies in the
Central Peoria Revitalization Plan.

Motion was made by Vice Mayor Hunt, seconded by Councilmember Carlat. to concur with
the Planning and Zoning Commission's recommendation and adopt RES. 06-173 updating
text concerning land use categories in the Central Peoria Revitalization Plan by expanding
the definition of land uses, renaming land use categories; adding density and target density
policies, adding mixed-use development guidelines, and establishing new land use
categories (GPA 06-02). Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.

8R Rescind Lake Pleasant Corridor Specific Area Plan

RESOLUTlON no. 06-174

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE
CIT Y OF PEORIA, MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA
RESCINDING THE LAKE PLEASANT PARKWAY CORRIDOR
SPECIFIC AREA PLAN, AND PROVIDING FOR
SEPARABILITY AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Clerk's Note: Item 8R and OR were heard together.



Special City Council Meeting Minutes
November 14, 2006, 7:00 p.m.
Page 9 of 14

Chris Jacques, Senior Planner, Community Development Department, briefed Council on
amendments initiated by staff to rescind the existing Lake Pleasant Corridor Specific Area
Plan.

Most of the substantive policies and regulations promulgated have been incorporated into
other documents, and the Lake Pleasant Corridor Specific Area Plan has become
redundant. The remaining policies would be incorporated into the Land Use Element of the
General Plan.

Motion was made by Councilmember Carlat, seconded by Councilmember Hickson, to
concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission's recommendation and adopt
RES. 06-174 rescinding the Lake Pleasant Corridor Specific Area Plan (GPA 06-09). Upon
vote, the motion carried unanimously.

OR General Plan and Lake Pleasant Parkway Corridor Specific Area Plan
Amendment, Land Use, Circulation, Growth Areas, and Environmental
Resources

RESOLUTION no. 06-175

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF PEORIA, MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA
AMENDING VARIOUS ELEMENTS IN THE GENERAL PLAN
TO REMOVE REFERENCES TO THE LAKE PLEASANT
PARKWAY CORRIDOR SPECIFIC AREA PLAN; AND
ADDING REFERENCES TO THE LOOP 303 SPECIFIC AREA
PLAN; AND ESTABLISHING A SCENIC CORRIDOR FOR
LAKE PLEASANT PARKWAY, CAREFREE HIGHWAY AND
SR-74; AND PROVIDING FOR SEPARABILITY AND AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

CIerk'sNote: Item 8R and OR were heard together. See discussion above.

Motion was made by Councilmember Carlat, seconded by Councilmember Evans, to
concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission's recommendation and adopt
RES. 06-175 revising Chapter 2, Land Use, Chapter 3, Circulation, Chapter 5, Growth
Areas, and Chapter 10, Environmental Resources, by removing references to the Lake
Pleasant Corridor Specific Area Plan, inserting references to the Loop 303 Specific Area
Plan, and establishing a scenic corridor (policies and standards) on Lake Pleasant
Parkway, Carefree Highway, and SR-74 (GPA 06-04). Upon vote, the motion carried
unanimously.



Special City Council Meeting Minutes
November 14, 2006, 7:00 p.m.
Page 14 of 14

ADJOURNMENT:

Being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was duly adjourned at
8:34 p.m.

.,
John c. Keegan, Mayor

ATTESTI

Y
0 o
4

m

4"

\

Mary Jo Kief y Clerk

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the
Special Meeting of the City Council of Peoria, Arizona held on the 14"' day of November,
2006. I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was
present.

Dated this 2nd day of January, 2007.

(Seal)
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ARTICLE 14-22A
HILLSIDE DEVELOPMENT

OVERLAY DISTRICT
(Revised Ord. No.04-201)

CONTENTS
14-22A-1 INTENT
14-22A-2 DENSITY
14-22A-3 SLOPE DETERMINATION
14-22A-4 GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR CONSTRUCTION ON A HILLSIDE LOT
14-22A-5 HEIGHTS AND APPEARANCES
14-22A-6 DISTURBED AREA
14-22A-7 GRADING AND DRAINAGE
14-22A-8 DRIVEWAYS
14-22A-9 PERIMETER WALLS, PRIVACY WALLS, RETAINING WALLS AND SPILL

SLOPES
14-22A-10 LIGHTING, SEWERS, UTILITIES
14-22A-11 MOUNTAIN RIDGE PROFILE
14-22A-12 SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS FOR CONSTRUCTION ON A HILLSIDE LOT
14-22A-13 RESERVED
14-22A-14 INSPECTIONS
14-22A-15 ENFORCEMENT/COMPLIANCE
14-22A-16 DEFINITIONS

SECTION 14-22A-1 INTENT (Ord. No. 99-105)

A. It is the purpose of this Article to establish regulations which recognize that
development of land in hilly or mountainous areas involves special considerations
and unique situations which result from the slope of the land. These special
considerations and unique situations include but are not limited to increased
hazards to development from rock falls, storm water runoff, geologic hazards,
increased limitations on vehicular travel, and increased difficulties in providing
public services. In addition, steeply sloped lands introduce design limitations to
roadways, cuts and fills, and building sites. In general, the more steeply the land
slopes, the greater the hazard and development limitation.

The Hillside Development Overlay District is an overlay district that applies to all
land wherever the natural terrain of any lot or parcel or any portion thereof has a
slope of ten percent (10%) or greater. The Hillside Development Overlay District
shall apply to all lots or parcels less than five (5) gross acres in size which have
over fifty percent (50%) of the gross area of the lot or parcel having a slope of ten
percent (10%) or greater. For those lots or parcels not having fifty percent (50%) or
greater of the gross lot or parcel area within a Hillside Development Area or those
lots or parcels in excess of five (5) gross acres in size, the requirements of the
Hillside Development Overlay District shall be applied only to that portion of the lot

Article 14-22A Hillside Development Overlay District

B.
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ARTICLE 14-22A HILLSIDE DEVELOPMENT OVERLAY

containing slopes of ten percent (10%) or greater. Commercial, Office, Industrial
and Resort Developments shall comply with all applicable provisions of the Hillside
Development Overlay District. The provisions of this Article may not be modified,
except as expressly provided within this Article. All rezoning applications to
Planned Community (PC) and Planned Area Developments (PAD) shall conform
with the provisions of this Article unless expressly modified through an approved
PC or PAD District Standards/Guidelines Report and Development Plan. (Ord. No.
02-27)

Conservation features identified in Article 14-22B shall be preserved in accordance
with that Article.

SECTION 14-22A-2 DENSITY

The maximum number of residential lots or units permitted within hillside
development areas shall be the sum of the number of lots allowed by the zoning

shown by the following table,
district or the sum of the number of lots allowed in each slope category of land as

whichever is the lesser number.

TABLE - 1
DENSITY ALLOCATION

Slope of Land Maximum Number of
Lots Per Gross Acre

10% to 15%
15% to 20%
20% to 25%
25% to 30%
30% to 35%
35% to 40%
40% & Over

1 .50">
1.00(1)
0.70")
0.50(1)
0.30
0.20
0.10

(1) The allowable density these slope categories may exceed the Maximum Number of
Lots Per Gross Acre shown above when density is transferred from a higher slope
category. In no case shall the density exceed the sum of the number of lots allowed
by the zoning district and in no case shall units be transferred to a location of higher
elevation within the project. Plateau geographical features shall be addressed
according to slope category and not according to elevation.

There shall be no more lots created than permitted by the slope category, except
that lots not placed in a slope category may be placed in a lower slope category so
long as the total number of lots in the Hillside Development Area shall not exceed
the sum of the lots permitted in each slope category. Lots shall comply with the
underlying zoning requirements or as set forth in Section 14-22A-2.C.

Article 14-22A Hmside Development Overlay District

A.
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ARTICLE 14-22A HILLSIDE DEVELOPMENT OVERLAY

Disturbance and dwelling units/development rights that are allowed within
preserved public and private open space may be transferred to other parcels within
the same development. When all of the allowable dwelling units are transferred
from a Hillside Development Area above the ten percent (10%) slope line to a non-
hillside development area, resulting in a minimum fifty (50) acre undisturbed area
above the ten percent (10%) slope line, the density transfer from the Hillside
Development Area to the non-hillside development area may occur at a rate of
1:1 .25 allowable dwelling units.

The transfer of density within a Hillside Development Area shall not be an assumed
right and in no case shall a transfer of density occur without the approval of the
Planning Manager. Approvals of a density transfer shall be made only upon a
finding that the proposed transfer will not be detrimental to the intent of the Hillside
Development Overlay District and upon a finding that the transfer will advance the
City's interests in protecting a Hillside Development Area.

SECTION 14-22A-3 SLOPE DETERMINATION

A Slope Category Determination Study shall be required by the Community
Development Department prior to the initiation of any Site Disturbance Activities for
all land located north of Pinnacle Peak Road and shall be prepared pursuant to the
requirements of this Section. (Ord. No. 05-44)

A property owner subject to Subsection A above shall prepare a Slope Category
Determination Study utilizing.one of the two methodologies outlined in this Article.
A property owner or authorized agent shall submit to the Planning Manager a Slope
Category Determination Study pursuant to this Section, or request for a waiver from
such, as follows:

Simultaneously with a rezoning application,

If a rezoning action is not required, simultaneously with a preliminary plat or
site plan, or

If a rezoning, plat, site plan, or minor land division is not required, prior to the
issuance of any building permit or site grading permit.

Applicants seeking a waiver from the provisions of this Section may request a
waiver of the requirements for a Slope Category Determination Study to the
Planning Manager. A written waiver request shall be submitted to the Planning
Manager with an explanation of why a waiver is warranted and shall include such
supporting materials as follows:

1. Site photographs,

2. Site specify topography information,

Article 14-22A Hillside Development Overlay District

A.

c.

B.
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3.
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ARTICLE 14-22A HILLSIDE DEVELOPMENT OVERLAY

3. An analysis by the Applicant of 207 Claims and whether the Owner
will enter into a Waiver of Proposition 207 regarding the property that
is the subject of the waiver request,

4. All other such information which may provide information on the
request.

The Planning Manager may approve or deny an application as submitted or may request
additional information if necessary. In addition to any other grounds the City may have,
the City expressly reserves the right to reject the waiver request in the event the Owner
is unwilling to enter into a Waiver of Proposition 207 regarding the property that is the
subject of the waiver request. It shall be the sole burden of the applicant requesting
such a waiver to show that the subject property does not qualify as a Hillside
Development Area under this Article. The Planning Manager may grant the requested
waiver upon a finding that reasonable evidence exists that the subject site does not
contain potential slope area that would qualify as a Hillside Development Area.

(Section 14-22A-3 amended by Ordinance No. 07-14.
effective May 17, 2007.)

Enacted April 17, 2007 and

Applicants may prepare a Slope Category Determination Study utilizing a
methodology differing from those outlined in this Article, if acceptable to the
Planning Manager. Applicants seeking to utilize an alternative methodology shall
provide both a written explanation of the proposed alternative methodology and a

if, upon review of the proposed alternative Slope
Category Determination Study by the Planning Manager, the slope analysis is not
acceptable, the applicant shall utilize on of the adopted methodologies contained
herein. Appeals from the Planning Manager decision pursuant to this paragraph
may be appealed to the Administrative Hillside Hearing Officer subject to the
provisions of Article 14-39 of the Zoning Ordinance. (Ord. No. 05-44)

graphical example of its use.

To determine parcel density and the location and extent of slope categories, carry
out one of the following procedures:

Manual Slope Determination Method:

a. Utilize a topographic map at a scale of two hundred (200) feet or less to
the inch and with contours shown at two (2) foot intervals. Applicant may
utilize maps containing contours at five (5) foot intervals for grades of
more than twenty percent (20%), All contour lines shall be extended onto
adjacent properties to a distance that establishes the overall slope of the
land but in no case shall they be extended less than fifty (50) feet onto the
adjacent properties.

b. The Hillside Development Area shall commence at the midpoint of the
one hundred (100) foot horizontal dimensions used to determine the
slope as illustrated by Figure 1, attached hereto and by this reference
made a part hereof. The one hundred (10o) foot slope determination
lines shall be located perpendicular to the site or property contour bands.
Those properties containing multiple slope planes should provide slope
information for all such planes.

Article 14-22A Hillside Development Overlay District
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ARTICLE 14-22A HILLSIDE DEVELOPMENT OVERLAY

c. To determine those locations where slopes of ten percent (10%), fifteen
percent (15%), twenty percent (20%), twenty-five percent (25%), thirty
percent (30%), and thirty-five percent (35%) begin by the application of
one hundred (100) foot straight lines that fall within each category. The
one hundred (100) foot slope determination lines shall be extended onto
adjacent properties to a distance that establishes the overall slope of the
land but in no case shall they be extended less than fifty (50) feet onto the
adjacent properties.

d. Connect the midpoints of each series of one hundred (100) foot lines of
the same slope category to establish the limits of that slope category.

e. Measure the areas resulting between each series of straight lines to
determine the areas in each slope category.

Figure 2, attached hereto and by this reference made a part hereof,
illustrates the method used in calculating the slope categories.

Computer Generated Slope Determination Method:

a. Utilize digital topographic information with contours shown at a maximum
of two (2) foot intervals, except as established herein. Areas known or
shown to contain slopes of more than twenty percent (20%) may utilize
digital topographic information with contours shown at five (5) foot
intervals.

b. Utilizing a slope generating software application, slope categories shall be
determined utilizing the slope categories established in Section 14-22A-2
of this Section.

Computer generated slope analyses shall be prepared utilizing the
following modeling parameters:

Maximum two (2) foot slope contour intervals for slopes less than
twenty percent (20%),

ii. Maximum five (5) foot slope contour intervals for slopes more than
twenty percent (20%),

iii. The slope analysis shall utilize the above noted slope contour
intervals through the modeling basis of grid evaluation to determine
slope facets or contours,

iv. The analysis shall utilize a twenty-five (25) foot grid system.

d. All data generated through the use of a computer generated slope
determination shall be presented in both chart and graphical formats.
The presentation of all graphical slope information shall be presented in a
clear and easily understandable format.

Article 14-22A Hillside Development Overlay District
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Table 2
Slope Category Minimum Lot Size

10% to 15% 10,000 square feet
15% to 20% 32,000 square feet
20% to 25% 43,560 square feet
25% to 30% 75,000 square feet
Over 30% Same as Table 1

ARTICLE 14-22A HILLSIDE DEVELOPMENT OVERLAY

e. The final map shall be plotted at 1" = 200' and submitted to the Planning
Manager  f or  rev iew.  I f  the Planning Manager  f i nds the analysis
acceptable, the f inal slope determination map shall be approved. The
Planning Manager may reject the analysis and require correction(s) to the
digitized slope category lines to more accurately reflect the generalized
slope conditions of the property or other revisions necessary to ensure
compliance with this Article. Appeals from the decision of the Planning
Manager may filed for disposition by the Administrative Hillside Hearing
Officer pursuant to Article 14-39 of the Zoning Ordinance.(Ord. No. 05-44)

The Final Slope Category Map resulting from either Section t4-22A-3.E.1 or
Section 14-22A-3.E.2 shall be utilized in determining allowable densities, lot
area, lot disturbance and lot coverage requirements. Preliminary Plats shall
ref lect proposed disturbance/coverage envelopes for each lot and shal l
contain tabular information necessary to determine compliance with this
Article.

SECTION 14-22A-4 GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR CONSTRUCTION ON A HILLSIDE
LOT

In those situations where a density transfer is being utilized, the increased density
permitted under Table 1 shall only be permitted in an amount equal to the number
of lots being transferred.

In those situations where density has been transferred from a higher slope category
to a lower slope category minimum lot sizes shall be limited as shown in Table 2.
The Planning Manager shall have authority to further reduce lot sizes by up to
twenty percent (20%) provided that all dwelling units/development rights have been
transferred off of slope categories greater than twenty percent (20%).

No residential lot within the Hillside Development Overlay District and having slope
areas in excess of  f i f teen percent (15%) shall have a front lot width less than
seventy-five (75) feet. The front lot width of all flag lots located within the Hillside
Development Overlay District shall be measured from the point at which the drive
access intersects with the main body of the lot or at a point not to exceed two
hundred and fifty (250) feet from the front lot line of the flag lot.

Building setbacks shall be as required by the zoning district.

Article 14-22A Hillside Development Overlay District

D.

c.

A.

B.

3.

22A-6



l- l  I l l I

ARTICLE 14-22A HILLSIDE DEVELOPMENT OVERLAY

Maximum lot coverage by the main building and all accessory buildings shall not
occupy more than that permitted by the zoning district or Table 3, whichever is the
lesser area.

No building shall exceed a height of twenty-eight (28) feet, above the natural grade
of the land at any section through the structure.

All hillside lots shall conform to Table 3 and an individual analysis of each lot or
parcel shall be prepared prior to recording the final plat or minor land division. For
existing lots of record as of the date of adoption of this ordinance, an individual site
analysis shall be submitted prior to the approval of any development permits.
Following review and approval of the Slope Category Determination Study by the
Planning Division, the individual site analysis shall be submitted in conjunction with
a grading and drainage plan. No building permit shall be issued prior to approval of
the grading and drainage plan and individual site analysis.

All Hillside lots or parcels which abut a dedicated public open space or preserve
area shall provide a one foot (1') non-vehicular access easement along the
common property line.

SECTION 14-22A-5 HEIGHTS AND APPEARANCES

For development within hillside areas, the height of structures shall be determined by the
following Sections and not by the definitions described in Section 14-2 of the Zoning
Ordinance.

No part of any structure shall penetrate an imaginary plane, the height of which is
twenty-eight (28) feet measured vertically from any point outside of the building
where the face of the building or support intersects natural ground (see Figure 3),
except that:

Where natural grade is not restored back against the building, no exposed face in
any vertical plane shall exceed a height of twenty-eight (28) feet measured from the
lowest exposed base.

Materials used for exterior surfaces of all structures shall blend in color, hue and
tone with the surrounding natural setting to avoid high contrasts.

1. Structures, walls, roofs and fences shall blend with the surrounding terrain and
there shall be no material or colors used which have an LRV (Light Reflecting
Value) greater than forty percent (40%). Mirror surfaces, or any treatment which
changes ordinary glass into a mirror surface is prohibited. Bright untarnished
copper or other metallic surfaces shall be treated so they are non-retlective.

2. All electrical service equipment and subpanels and all mechanical equipment
including, but not limited to, air conditioning and pool equipment, solar panels,
and antennas, shall not be visible from outside the property when viewed from
the same or a lower elevation. Restrictions on visibility of solar panels and

Article 14-22A Hillside Development Overlay District
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ARTICLE 14-22A HILLSIDE DEVELOPMENT OVERLAY

mechanical equipment may be modified if they are integrated into the roof
design.

The principal and accessory buildings, excluding chimneys, shall not exceed forty
(40) feet from the highest point of the building to the lowest exposed base of a
supporting structure (see Figure 3). The subterranean portion of a structure is not
included in the total height calculation.

SECTION 14-22A-6 DISTURBED AREA

Lots shall be developed to provide for the minimum amount of ground disturbance during
the time of construction so as to prevent rock slides and falls, erosion and seepage. At
final construction, disturbed areas shall be hidden or supported by retaining walls,
buildings, finished surfaces or restored and landscaped to its original natural condition to
the maximum extent possible. All cut and fill areas visible from off-site locations shall be
treated with a natural staining or aging agent.

All buildings, structures and roads shall to the fullest extent practicable, utilize the
natural contours of the land so as to minimize the disturbed area.

The maximum height of any cut or fill used to establish a building site or a driveway
shall not exceed fifteen (15) feet and must comply with the provisions of the Peoria
Building Codes. The maximum height of any cut or fill used to establish a road or
roadway shall not exceed thirty (30) feet. All areas of cut or fill necessary to
establish a public or private roadway and falling outside of the public right-of-way or
private roadway easement shall be counted against the total disturbed lot area of
the individual lot or parcel. All roadway cuts shall be re-vegetated and all roadway
fills shallutilize retaining walls to minimize spill areas. All spill slope areas shall be
re-vegetated and all retaining walls shall be designed to minimize the visual impact
of any required retaining wall.

The limits of construction and proposed disturbed areas shall be clearly designated
on the property prior to and during construction with visible roping and shall
conform to the approved individual site analysis plan. No disturbance outside the
designated area shall take place.

D.

E.

All lots less than 24,000 sf net area are eligible for mass grading.

All lots greater than 24,000 sf net area shall establish a construction envelope
equal to the combined area of the maximum disturbed area and maximum lot
coverage from Table 2, below.

All surplus excavated material shall be removed from the lot.

Up to ten percent (10%) of the gross land area above the ten percent (10%) slope
line may be used for roadways (public and private) that shall not be included in
disturbed area calculations. The disturbed area and roadways and driveways (that
exceed the 10% roadway allowance), storm water retention areas and accessory
use areas, shall not exceed the total disturbed area as set forth in Table 3.
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Building Site
Slope Category

Disturbed
Area

Maximum
Coverage

Total Disturbed
Area

10%tO 15% 25% 30% 55%

15% to 20% 20% 25% 45%

20% to 25% 20% 20% 40%

25% to 30% 15% 15% 30%

30% to 35% 12% 10% 22%

35% to Over 10% 7.5% 17.5%

ARTICLE 14-22A HILLSIDE DEVELOPMENT OVERLAY

Transfer of Disturbed Area and dwelling units/development rights to a lower slope
category shall be subject to the following conditions:

The Disturbed Area for each individual development or development parcel
shall be the sum of the amount of disturbance allowed within each of the
individual slope categories found on the development parcel.

Permitted Disturbed Area from a higher slope category may be transferred
to a lower slope category only with the sum of the transferable disturbed
area and the permitted disturbed area comprising the new Disturbed Area
amount.

The transfer of a disturbed area allowance to a lower slope category shall
only occur when accompanying the actual transfer of dwelling units for
residential development and transfer of disturbable area and development
rights for non-residential development.

The transfer of Disturbed Area within a Hillside Development area shall not
be an assumed right and in no case shall a transfer of Disturbed Area occur
without the approval of the Planning Manager.

Approvals of a disturbed area transfer shall be made only upon a finding
that the proposed transfer will not be detrimental to the intent of the Hillside
Development Overlay District and upon a f inding that the transfer wil l
advance the City's interests in protecting a Hillside Development Area.

Transfer of all Disturbed Area and dwelling units/development rights shall
be to the lowest slope category of the development or development parcel.
Transfers that exceed the maximum allowable densities or Disturbed Area
in the lowest slope category shall be transferred to the next highest slope
category.

The location of the Disturbed Area and the allocation of Disturbed Area
among parcels or lots shall require approval of the Planning Manager, such
approval shall be made upon a finding that

Article 14-22A Hillside Development Overlay District
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ARTICLE 14-22A HILLSIDE DEVELOPMENT OVERLAY

a. The proposed location will not be detrimental to the intent of the
Hillside Development Overlay District and, to the maximum extent
feasible, is located in the lowest slope categories,

b. The difference of allocated Disturbed Area does not vary by more
than twenty percent (20%) among lots of comparable size and
location, .

c. The resulting change in Disturbed Area on an individual lot is taken
from a Transitional Area and does not interfere with the preservation
of Natural Open Space,

d. The resulting change in Disturbed Area does not result in more cuts
into hillside slopes above the twenty percent (20%) slope line or
changes in contours that will remain unrestored,

e. The location will advance the City's interest in protecting a Hillside
Development Area, and

The development or development parcel is otherwise in compliance
with this article.

Within the ten to fifteen percent (10-15%) slope area only, the amount of Disturbed
Area being transferred may exceed one hundred percent (100%) and any excess
Disturbed Area may be transferred to a parcel other than the receiving parcel within
the development lot. In no case shall excess permitted Disturbed Area not
associated with transfer of dwelling units/development rights be transferred to
parcels or portions of parcels above the twenty percent (20%) slope line.

In those cases where an increase in the maximum lot coverage is desired due to a
transfer of density, the maximum lot coverage shall only be increased on the
parcels receiving density transferred from a higher slope area. In those cases
where all of the density has been transferred from a higher slope category to lower
slope areas, all parcels or portions thereof within those slope categories may utilize
the increased lot coverage allowance.

A Disturbed Area (up to 50% over Table 3, for slope areas over 10%) may be
excluded from Disturbed Area calculations when the applicant has committed to
comply with the following restoration conditions:

1. The restored area shall be re~contoured to match pre-existing contours.

2. The restored area shall be re-vegetated to its pre-development condition
utilizing native plant types arranged and placed at a density matching the
surrounding native desert.

3. The restoration area shall be treated with an aging agent approved by the
Planning Manager and restored with indigenous desert material.

Article 14-22A Hillside Development Overlay District
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ARTICLE 14-22A HILLSIDE DEVELOPMENT OVERLAY

4. The restoration plan and process shall be prepared by a registered engineer or
landscape architect and shall be approved prior to issuance of a building permit.

SECTION 14-22A-7 GRADING AND DRAINAGE

All proposed development within a Hillside Development Area shall be required to
submit for and receive Grading and Drainage Plan approval through the City of Peoria
Engineering and Public Works Department prior to the commencement of any
development or Site Disturbance Activities.

SECTION 14-22A-8 DRIVEWAYS

If any portion of a driveway grade is more than twenty percent (20%), the entire
residence and all accessory buildings over one hundred twenty (120) square feet of
roof area shall be protected with an approved tire sprinkling system.

Driveways with turning radii of less than forty (40) feet may be used provided all
structures are protected with an approved fire sprinkling system.

To reduce the visual impact of driveways the following is intended to be an
incentive to preserve the natural mountain vistas. Driveways surfaced with paving
bricks, colored concrete or with exposed aggregate, colored to blend with existing
native color of the site, shall only be included in disturbed area calculations at fifty
percent (50%) of their total area.

Any driveway cut greater than eight (8) feet in depth shall not have a length greater
than one hundred (100) feet, and the maximum height of any cut or fill used to
establish a driveway shall not exceed fifteen (15) feet.

SECTION 14-22A-9 PERIMETER WALLS, PRIVACY WALLS, RETAINING WALLS
AND SPILL SLOPES

The design of all retaining walls and ground coverings shall be prepared by a
registered engineer or architect and shall be designed to blend with the surrounding
environment and/or development in color, materials and style.

Raw spill slopes are prohibited.

All exposed disturbed area fill shall be contained behind retaining walls or covered
with a natural rock veneer and treated with an aging agent and landscaped with
indigenous plant material.

Residential retaining walls shall not exceed six (6) feet in height, non-residential
retaining walls snail not exceed eight (8) feet in height, if additional height is
needed, the wall shall be offset at a minimum of four (4) feet or one (1) foot per one
(1) foot of height, whichever is greater. View fences not exceeding 6 (six) feet in
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ARTICLE 14-22A HILLSIDE DEVELOPMENT OVERLAY

height above the highest part of adjacent natural grade may be added to a retaining
wall. Increases in the height of  v iew fences may be granted by the Planning
Manager provided that the retaining wall containsunique design and materials or
other amenity features that, in the determination of the Planning Manager, mitigate
the impact of the additional height. (Ord. No. 05-44)

Fences or walls on lots within a hillside district shall be restricted to privacy walls
attached to or directly screening a portion of the main residence. Privacy walls
shall not exceed six (6) feet in height, shall be architecturally compatible with the
main residence and shal l  be l imited to the development envelope area only
Perimeter walls and fences surrounding a lot, tract or parcel shall be prohibited
except as provided by Section F of this Article. Privacy walls shall not be erected
on a retaining wall and shall be offset a minimum of four (4) feet when utilized

Within the ten to fifteen percent (10-15%) slope category only, exceptions to the
limitations on fences or walls may be permitted. in those instances where an
exception is desired, applicants shall submit a detailed Wall Plan to the Planning
Manager for review and action. In conjunction with the submittal of the Wall Plan to
the Planning Manager, the applicant shall submit a copy of the Wall Plan to the
Public Works / Engineering Department for review and approval for conformance
with all City Grading and Drainage requirements. Wall Plans shall indicate the
proposed locations of walls or fences, the proposed materials, colors and design of
any wall or fence, and fence construction and disturbance mitigation measures
Such plans shall be accompanied by a narrative explaining the reasons why such
an exception should be made. Upon completion of the review of the Wall Plan by
the Planning Manager, and following the review and approval of the Wall Plan by
the Public Works / Engineering Department, the Planning Manager may approve
the Wall Plan. Wall Plans may be approved by the Planning Manager upon a
ending that the proposed location and design of the wall(s)is in accordance with this
Article and further that the proposed wall will not be contrary to the intent and
purpose of this Article

Perimeter walls or fences approved by the Planning Manager within the ten to
fifteen percent (10-15%) slope category and abutting an open space area or tract
shall be a maximum of six feet eight inches (6'-8") in height with no more than three
(3) feet being constructed of a solid or opaque material. That portion of the wall or
fence not constructed of a solid or opaque material shall be open in design and
may not include chain-link or wood materials. Notwithstanding the foregoing, walls
exceeding six (6) feet eight inches in height and constructed of solid or opaque
material may be approved by the Planning Manager if the wall is for the purpose of
screening non-residential uses

All fences and walls within a Hillside Development Area shall be required to obtain
a fence permit from the Community Development Department, in addition to all
other necessary City of Peoria permits, prior to the initiation of any fence or wall
related construction activities

SECTION 14-22A-10 LIGHTING, SEWERS. UTILITIES

Article 14-22A Hillside Development Overlay District
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ARTICLE 14-22A HILLSIDE DEVELOPMENT OVERLAY

All outdoor lighting concepts, fixture types, lamps and wattage shall be indicated on
the site plan.

Connection to a publ ic sewer system is required in connection with Chapter
Twenty-Five (25) of the City Code where available.

Private individual lot sewer systems shall be designed by a registered engineer.

All on-site utilities shall be placed underground.

SECTION 14-22A-11 MOUNTAIN RIDGE PROFILE

Within a hillside development area and above the twenty percent (20%) slope line,
no construction shall occur which will alter the mountain top profile and no building
or structure shall be constructed which will project above a ridge line of significance
when v iewed from adjacent properties. Ridge l ines of  signif icance shal l  be
ident i f ied in the hi l lside analysis accompanying the project submit tal  for a
subdivision or shall be shown on the individual site analysis plan for individual lots.
Upon review of the project submittal, the Planning Manager or their designee, shall
determine the ridges of significance for the site. Ridge lines of significance shall
include, but not be limited to the following, and may include ridge lines or ridge line
complexes which meet the criteria listed below:

Ridge lines and ridge line complexes which are v isible from existing and/or
planned collector and arterial roadways,

2. Ridge l ines and ridge l ine complexes which are v isible f rom surrounding
vantage points when viewed from a location with an elevation difference of a
maximum of three hundred (300) vertical feet from the property l ine of the
subject parcel/structure,

3. Ridge lines and ridge line complexes which have a vertical height increase of
more than three hundred (300) feet as measured from the point of  the ten
percent (10%) slope line of the ridge or ridge complex, and

Other significant ridge lines or ridge line complexes as determined during the
site analysis process.

Prior to the issuance of any building permits, cross-sections shall be submitted
showing the relationship of the proposed development with established mountain
top ridge lines and ridge lines of significance when applicable.

SECTION 14-22A-12 SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS FOR CONSTRUCTION ON A
HILLSIDE LOT
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B.

A.

c.

A.

D.

B.

4.

1.

22A-13



ARTICLE 14-22A HILLSIDE DEVELOPMENT OVERLAY

In addition to drawings, plans, specifications and details necessary to obtain a
building permit, the following documentary requirements and certifications shall be
provided for staff review:

A topographic map at an appropriate scale on a 24" x 36" sheet presenting the
total lot and a twenty (20) foot area beyond the property line shall be submitted
with the application. This map shall show existing and proposed finished
contours at two (2) foot. intervals within a twenty (20) foot perimeter from any
proposed building, five (5) foot intervals elsewhere. Existing contours shall be
shown with dashed lines. This map shall show limits of excavation and fill,
slope of cut and fill, total cubic yards of excavation and fill. The location and
area of the sewage disposal systems, if public sewers are not provided.

Detailed site plans and landscape plans at an appropriate scale, shall be
submitted with each application and shall include, but not be limited to, the
following: grade and slope in percent at all disturbed areas. Dimensions and
calculations of all cut and fill for the building site, roads, drives, swimming
pools, septic systems and the method of concealment for each fill or exposed
cut. Dimensions of length and height of retaining walls, fences and other
attachments, the location and grade of all drainage channels, swales, drain
pipes, etc. The amount and degree of surface disturbance, destruction or
removal of natural vegetation. Protected desert vegetation shall be preserved
in an appropriate manner in accordance with the Desert Lands Conservation
Overlay district. (Ord. No. 05-44)

Cross sections at 1:1 scale, at two (2) or more locations perpendicular to the
contours through the building site. Location of the cross-sections shall be
clearly shown on the topographic map. Properties impacting ridge lines shall
provide additional cross-sections indicating their relation and impact on such
ridge lines as established infection 14-22A-9.

An overall excavation, grading and drainage plan shall be prepared in
accordance with sound professional engineering practices and to address
minimum standards adopted by the City. Said plans shall be prepared and
certified by a professional engineer registered in the State of Arizona. If any
drainage structures or culverts are involved, it will be necessary to include
calculations for peak flows for a 100 year storm to establish appropriate
drainage facilities, cross-sections and details. Storm water diverted from its
original drainage pattern shall be returned to its natural course before leaving
the property.

Where possible and appropriate on less complex lots and lots with acceptable
site conditions, the combining of the above maps into one drawing may be
acceptable.

The Planning Manager, or their designee, may require an accurate oblique
view architectural rendering in color' showing the appearance of the building,
lot,
if determined necessary to evaluate the project. The model may be a three
dimensional physical model or it may be a computer generated model in a
three dimensional format and presented by a series of prints or by a disc that

landscaping, and skyline. The Planning Manager may also require a model
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ARTICLE 14-22A HILLSIDE DEVELOPMENT OVERLAY

can be viewed on a monitor. The rendering and the model will remain in the
custody of the Planning Manager until a Certificate of Occupancy is issued.
On the rendering or attached thereto, the applicant shall list all colors depicted
on the exterior of all structures according to Section 14-22A-4.B.

Plans for any structure to be constructed .on any land governed by these
Hillside Regulations shall be sealed by a registered engineer or architect.

The plans for any hillside development of any kind or nature whatsoever, must
be approved by the staff and appropriate permit(s) issued, before any grading,
bulldozing, blasting, or movement of earth is commenced.

SECTION 14-22A-13 RESERVED

SECTION 14-22A-14 INSPECTIONS

Inspections may be made to insure compliance with this Article.

Prior to the inspection of property, an authorized employee shall attempt to obtain
the consent of the property owner or representative pursuant to this Article. If
consent is denied, the employee may conduct an inspection as permitted pursuant
to applicable state or federal law.

SECTION 14-22A-15 ENFORCEMENT I COMPLIANCE

Violations should be reported by the City to the property owner, together with a
Compliance Order describing the measures required to correct the violation(s).
Failure to comply with the terms of a Compliance Order shall constitute a violation
of this Article.

In those instances where a Site Disturbance Activity has commenced within a
Hillside Development Area without an approved Slope Category Determination
Study or where another violation of this Article has occurred, the City may issue a
Stop Work Order to terminate immediately all development or construction related
Site Disturbance Activity on the site, parcel or property. In addition, the City may
revoke any or all of the permits issued by the city for the site, parcel or property.
Upon the issuance of a Stop Work Order, the responsible party shall immediately
terminate all activities on the site and then contact the City of Peoria Planning
Division regarding what measures should be taken to eliminate any problems
resulting from the development activity. Failure to comply with the terms of a Stop
Work Order shall be a violation of this Article.

4

Violations of this Article are subject to prosecution by the City of Peoria as a
Misdemeanor violation under the City Code and shall be punishable as provided by
law.

Article 14-22A Hillside Development Overlay District
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ARTICLE 14-22A HILLSIDE DEVELOPMENT OVERLAY

SECTION 14-22A-16 DEFINITIONS

Alter the Mountain Top Ridge Line. Means to alter or change the view or appearance
of an established ridge line or ridge line of significance with cuts, fills or structures when
viewed from a distance.

Construct ion Envelope. A specific area defined by the sum of the maximum allowable
disturbed area plus the maximum coverage allowed for the lot pr parcel.

Cut. The land surface which is shaped through the removal of soil, rock, or other
materials.

Disturbed Area. That area of natural ground that has been or is proposed to be altered
through grading, cut and f i l l, removal of natural vegetation, placement of material,
trenching, or by any means that causes a change in the undisturbed natural surface of
the land or natural vegetation.

Disturbed Area Reclaimed. Disturbed areas may be reclaimed if they are restored to
their natural contours, vegetation and colors to the satisfaction of the Staff.

Fill. The deposit of soil, rock, or other materials placed by man.

Finished Grade. The final grade and elevation of the ground surface after grading is
completed.

Grading. Any excavating, or f illing or combination thereof, including the conditions
resulting from any excavation or mi.

Hillside Development Area. Building areas, other than sloped areas within washes
and rivers, with a building site slope of ten percent (10%) or greater, measured as a
vertical rise of ten (10) feet in a horizontal distance of one hundred (100) feet.

Landscape Development Areas: Areas within a site with different recommended plant
palettes based on their proximity to natural open space, soil stabilization attributes and
the desired visual character for the area.

Oasis Area: A landscaped area consisting of enclosed courtyards, similar
semi-private areas and other areas located within the Disturbed Area
where the use of  Native Sonoran, Sonoran Character and Arid Zone
plants are strongly encouraged, but where Exotic Zone plants are also
allowed.

Transitional Areas: A landscaped area consisting of open backyards,
commercial and public areas, streetscapes and common areas where use
of Arid Zone plants is limited to 30% by area and where a buffer of Native
Sonoran Zone plants is required at the perimeter of the lot or parcel or
between the Disturbed Area and Natural Open Space.

Buffer Area: A landscaped area consisting of open areas adjacent to

Article 14-22A Hillside Development Overlay District
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ARTICLE 14-22A HILLSIDE DEVELOPMENT OVERLAY

preserved wash corridors and Natural Open Space areas where the use
of plants is limited to the Native Sonoran Zone palette.

Natural Grade. The grade and elevation of the ground surface in its natural undisturbed
state.

Natural Open Space. Areas dedicated for public ownership or retained in private
ownership containing naturally occurring conservation features and accreted Sonoran
Desert that have not been altered except to allow decomposed granite trails (private or
public) in accordance with ADA guidelines, roadways and utility easements as
necessary.

Retaining Wall. A retaining wall is a wall used solely to retain more than eighteen
inches (18") of material but not to support or to provide a foundation or wall for a
building.

Site Disturbance Activity. Any action which results in a cutting of the natural soil
grade, creation of an in-natural soil fill or movement of a significant natural landscape
feature. A Site Disturbance Activity may include, but not be limited to the following
activities: digging, trenching, filling, drilling, grading or clearing.

Slope Category Determination Study. A detailed study of the topography and slope of
a development site, parcel or property. The study shall include a detailed graphic
showing all slope areas on the site utilizing the methodologies established in this Article
and shall be composed of both graphical, numerical and textual information.

spill. To cause or allow earth or other material to fall, flow or run down a slope, thereby
creating a change in the natural appearance and topography.

Article 14-22A Hillside Development Overlay District 22A-17



100'

ARTICLE 14-22A HILLSIDE DEVELOPMENT OVERLAY

SLOPE CALCULATION
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ARTICLE 14-22B
DESERT LANDS CONSERVATION

OVERLAY
(Ord. No. 04-201)
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SECTION 14-22B-1 INTENT

The purpose of the Desert Lands Conservation Overlay (DLCO) is to identify and protect
the unique and env ironmentally sensitive Sonoran Desert lands in the City and to
promote the public health, safety and welfare by providing appropriate and reasonable
controls for the development of such lands. Specifically the lands are located north of
Pinnacle Peak Road. The DLCO is intended to:

Identify sensitive desert conservation features and resources.

Protect and preserve Peoria's distinctive desert landscapes and wildlife habitats
for the enjoyment of current and future generations.

Protect people and property f rom hazardous condi t ions characterist ic of
environmentally sensitive lands and their development.

Integrate conservation design into the development of sensitive desert lands and
employ development standards and guidelines that equitably balance
conservation and development objectives.

In addition, the DLCO is intended to implement the goal, policies and objectives of the
Desert Lands Consent/ation Master Plan (DLCMP). The overlay establishes a holistic
approach to evaluating the environmental conditions of each site that allows both City
staff and the development community a better basis for determining conservation areas.
The overlay also establishes criteria for determining conservation priorities based on the
potential to expand or extend a regional open space corridor, the opportunity to provide
a link to an existing or future trail system, the possibility of expanding an existing open
space, or the possibility of creating a buffer zone between different intensities of uses.

Article 14~22B Desert Lands Conservation Overlay
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ARTICLE 14-22B DESERT LANDS CONSERVATION OVERLAY

The DLCO not Only preserves sensitive and unique desert features, but also native
plants and plant communities in order to enhance the City's aesthetic appeal by
conserving distinctive scenic character. Native plant communities are also preserved
because they thrive in the local desert environment and provide soil stabilization to
fragile desert soils, stabilization that is lost after development activity that disturbs plants
and top soil layers. Canopied plants such as mesquite provide nurturing shade and
protection for lower level plants. Native plants identified for preservation are chosen on
the basis of their slow growth habit, the fact that the plant alone or in combination with
others provides unique wildlife habitat and soil stabilization support, its rarity in this
environment, and its proven success rate for salvage in this region.

Finally, the DLCO establishes standards and design guidelines for development within
desert areas and adjacent to conservation areas. These regulations and guidelines vary
by landform type in order to address the three distinctive types of geography (Desert
Floor, Bajada and Hillside) found in the Peoria desert areas. The classification system
assumes a single Vegetation type in Peoria, Lower Sonoran, consisting of creosote,
bursae, and saltbush associations. The DLCO is to be applied in conjunction with the
2003 International Urban-Vlhldland Interface Code (IUWIC). In cases where there is
conflicting provisions, the IUWIC will take precedence.

SECTION 14-22B-2 APPLICABILITY

The Desert Lands Conservation Overlay (DLCO) establishes a special overlay
zoning district, which applies to specific resources and environmental conditions
north of Pinnacle Peak Road. In order to accomplish the purpose of this district,
the City of Peoria shall apply these provisions to these lands that contain any of
the following special conservation features and resources:

Conservation Features:

Cultural Resource: Prehistoric and historic sites identified according to
standards established by the State Historic Preservation Office. Includes
artifacts such as rock walls, etc.

Isolated Peak: The prominent peaks which jut out of a typically flatland
area. These are landmark features whose rugged vertical form contrasts
sharply with the horizontal ground plain.

Mountainous Area: Areas such as the Hieroglyphic Mountain Range
which include numerous peaks, rugged topography, steep slopes and
small v-bottomed washes flowing out of the area. The limits of a
mountainous area is established when more than 60% of the area has
slopes of 25% or greater.

Plateau: An extensive land area characterized by slopes leading to a
relatively level surface and situated at a uniformly higher elevation than
adjacent land on at least one side.

Primary Peak: Prominent peaks that are visual landmarks from various
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ARTICLE 14-22B DESERT LANDS CONSERVATlONOVERLAY

points of view and rise at least 400 feet above the surrounding base
elevation.

Riparian Vegetation: Native vegetation that grows where there is a
concentration of sustainable drainage water resulting in larger plants,
greater species diversity and greater density. Generally lines washes,
rivers, tanks and springs.

Riverine Area: Environmentally diverse riparian areas associated with
the New River and Aqua Fria Rivers and Major Washes.

RocklBoulder Formation: Formations including escarpments, cliffs or
pinnacles which consist of exposed rock faces with limited vegetative
cover.

Significant Vegetation Area: A stand of Sonoran Desert vegetation that
is thirty percent more concentrated than the general aspect of the
immediate context area and difficult to salvage due to slope, rocky soil
conditions or exposed roots due to an adjacent wash. Generally located
adjacent to a wash or other source of water and maintains the character
of the site best when protected in place.

10. Significant Vegetation Specimen: A native tree with an 8" or greater
caliper trunk and multi-trunk in good health, a saguaro over 20 feet in
height and/or multiple arms or crest or other unusual configuration in
good heath, or other mature protected species, such as Ocotillo.

11. Skyline Ridge: Ridge lines and ridge line complexes which are visible
from existing and/or planned collector and arterial roads, have an
elevation difference of a maximum of three hundred (300) vertical feet
from the property line of the subject parcel,
increase of more than three hundred (300) feet as measured from the
point of the ten percent (10%) slope line of the ridge or ridge complex, are
composed primarily of a cliff face with a total height of at least 50 feet
measured from the base of the cliff, or are determined by Staff to be
significant during the site analysis process.

have a vertical height

12. Spring: A permanent small stream or source of water coming out of the
ground.

13. Talus Slope: A slope strewn with a layer of loose rock debris, usually
over unconsolidated soils.

14. Unstable Slope: A slope that exhibits one or more of the following
conditions: boulder collapse, boulder rolling, rock falls, slope collapse and
talus slopes.

15. Wash, Major: Washes that by their size are more riverine in character
than washes. They are characterized by extraordinary depth and width,
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strewn rock and vegetative rubble, diversity, density and sizes of
vegetation and volumes of water that they can accommodate. Major
washes include Morgan City Wash, Big Spring Wash and Twin Buttes
Wash. Maximum flow capacity exceeds 500 cubic feet per second

16. Wash, Primary: VVde, sand bottom washes that carry drainage from a
relatively broad watershed and are fed by a number of smaller tributary
washes. These washes generally have dense thickets of tree and shrub
vegetation along their edges and are easily identified from aerial
photographs. Maximum flow capacities are between 20 and 500 cubic
feet per second

17. Wash, Secondary: Tributaries to the significant washes and the rivers
The majority of these washes are the finger washes, which occur
between slopes in the rugged areas. They have narrow sand bottoms or
are V-shaped. There is increased vegetation density along these washes
but the vegetation is more in the large shrub category. Maximum flow
capacities are up to 20 cubic feet per second

18. Wildlife Corridor: Pathways or habitat linkages that connect discrete
areas of natural open space otherwise separated or fragmented by
topography, changes in vegetation, and other natural factors in
combination with urbanization, and which 1) permit animals to move
between remaining habitats allowing depleted populations to be
replenished and promoting genetic exchange, 2) provide escape routes
from fire, predators, and human disturbances, thus reducing the risk that
catastrophic events, such as fire or disease, will result in population or
species extinction, 3) serve as travel paths for individual animals as they
wander throughout their home ranges in search of food, water, mates,
and other needs, or for dispersing juveniles in search of new home
ranges.

19. Wildlife Habitat: Locations where native wildlife has a tendency to
congregate due to provision of food, shelter and/or water.

SECTION 14-22B-3 DEFINITIONS

Archaeologist: A person engaged in the study of human activity, primarily
through the study of its material remains, which includes structures still standing,
and has received certification from the Register of Professional Archaeologists.

Alter: Change or modify natural vegetation an/or topography by removal, cuts,
fills, grading or the building of structures.

Conservation Features or Areas: Individual conservation features, defined
above, and/or areas of the highest significance and preservation priority.

Cut: A land surface, which is shaped through the removal of soil, rock, or other
materials.

Article 14-22B Desert Lands Conservation Overlay
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Desert Lands Conservation Report (DLCR): A submittal required with any
development application to the City for property within the Desert Lands
Conservation Overlay, and which contains the following individual documents:
Project Identification and Descriptive Data, Project Narrative and Overview, and
Existing Conditions Data Report.

Destroy: To kill, or cause the death of any protected native plant by any means.

Developer the property owner or his representative that is undertaking the
development of land subject to the Desert Lands Conservation Overlay District.

Disturbed Area: That area of natural ground that has been or is proposed to be
altered through grading, construction, cut and fill, removal of natural vegetation,
placement of material, trenching, or by any means that causes a change in the
undisturbed natural surface of the land or natural vegetation. The Disturbed Area
is coterminous with the Disturbed Area identified in the Hillside Development
Overlay District of this code and shall be subject to the same requirements of that
Article.

Disturbed Area, Reclaimed: Disturbed areas that have been restored to their
natural contours, vegetation andcolors to the satisfaction of the City of Peoria.

Fill: The deposition of soil, rock or other materials place by man.

Finished Grade: The final grade and elevation of the ground surface after
grading is completed.

Grade, Natural: The elevation through any section of a site on an undisturbed lot
at the time of adoption of this overlay by City Council. On lots that have been
disturbed previously, the natural grade is the pre-existing grade if it can be
determined, otherwise it shall be determined by an average of off-site elevations
at points taken around the boundary of the site. All determinations shall have
been made by an engineer or land surveyor licensed to practice in the state of
Arizona.

Grading: Any excavating, or filling or combination thereof, including the
conditions resulting from an excavation or fill.

Habitat Value: the suitability of the landscape to support wildlife, considering site
conditions. Suitability shall be ascertained by comparing similar sites and
conditions and may require returning the habitat as closely to its original
condition as possible when natural conditions have been changed.

Landform Type:

Bajada Landform Type: Characterized as the irregular terrain near or at
the base of mountain ridges or isolated mountain outcrops. This area is
located in the transition zone between the Desert Floor and the Hillside
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landform types and exhibits relatively high vegetation density and
diversity. The lower portions of alluvial fans dominated by Palo Verde and
mixed cacti vegetation typify this area, such as the bases of low mountain
ranges. Saguaro is a visually dominant and important component of this
area. Higher density and diversity of vegetation results in higher wildlife
density and diversity that is dispersed between both wash and upland
areas. It is comprised primarily of bedrock materials with land slopes
generally in the range of ten (10) Io fifteen (15) percent. Drainage
courses are typically well incised. Typical hazards include boulder rolling,
rock falls, debris movement and general slope instability. The surface
movement of materials occurs as a result of both gravity and water
transport. The surface material size includes large boulders, rocks and
gravel, as well as grainy soil materials.

Desert Floor Landform Type: Characterized in general by level plains
and expanses that typically occupy the broad Lowlands floodplains
between desert mountain ranges. The area is dominated by low growing
shrubs, such as creosote and bursae, and supports larger shrubs and
trees, such as Palo Verde and ironwood, and cacti, such as saguaro.
Because the uplands support a greater diversity and density of plants,
wildlife density and diversity are higher and important wildlife resources
occur in both wash and upland areas. The terrain is relatively flat, with
typical slopes of less than five (5) percent, although the slope of this
landform classification extends up to ten (10) percent. Soils are generally
deep and alluvial. The more numerous smaller washes that are found in
more sloped areas are consolidated into fewer, but larger washes.
Because of the titter terrain, streambeds are typically sandy bottomed,
wide braided channels that carry high volumes of floodwaters.

Hillside Landform Type: Consists of the higher elevation rugged areas,
with relatively steep slope and high vegetation density and diversity.
These areas include mountains, hills, buttes, or escarpments
predominantly composed of bedrock materials. The slope is greater than
fifteen (15) percent, and in many cases is greater than thirty-five (35)
percent. Upper portions of alluvial fans and the foothills of low mountains
dominated by Palo Verde and mixed cacti vegetation typify this area. The
saguaro is a visually dominant and important component of this area and
higher density and diversity of vegetation results in higher wildlife density
and diversity. Streambeds are typically narrow, rocky and incised.
Drainage courses are relatively poorly defined on the slopes, but collect
into deep canyon bottom courses strewn with largesized rubble. Typical
hazards include boulder rolling, rock falls, debris movement and general
slope instability. Soils are generally shallow and rocky. Cultural resource
sites are smaller and more scattered. There are a greater number of
petroglyphs and few sites related to prehistoric agricultural uses.

Landscape Character Zone: An association of plants that create an identifiable
landscape character, and further defined by specific plant palettes found in the
Desert Lands Conservation Guide.
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Native Sonoran Zone: Landscape character zone that represents
indigenous plants typically found in the desert of the northern Phoenix
metropolitan areas.

Sonoran Character Zone: Landscape character zone with an associated
plant list which represents plants that are generally native to the
southwest deserts or have the appearance of being native to those
deserts.

Arid Character Zone: Landscape character zone where plants are
generally compatible with the look of an arid landscape. The associated
plant list is a broader representation of drought tolerant plants and
includes non-natives that are considered appropriate for the area.

Exotic Zone: Landscape character zone where plants are permitted
which are not included on the other landscape character zone lists, as
long as they are not on the prohibited plants list. The use of these plants
is limited to Oasis Landscape Development Areas and areas included in
the Disturbed Area.

Landscape Development Areas: Areas within a site with different
recommended plant palettes based on their proximity to natural open space, soil
stabilization attributes and the desired visual character for the area.

Oasis Area: A landscaped area consisting of enclosed courtyards, similar
semi-private areas and other areas located within the Disturbed Area
where the use of Native Sonoran, Sonoran Character and Arid Zone
plants are strongly encouraged, but where Exotic Zone plants are also
allowed.

Transitional Areas: A landscaped area consisting of open backyards,
commercial and public areas, streetscapes and common areas where use
of Arid Zone plants is limited to 30% by area and where a buffer of Native
Sonoran Zone plants is required at the perimeter of the lot or parcel or
between the Disturbed Area and Natural Open Space.

Buffer Area: A landscaped area consisting of open areas adjacent to
preserved wash corridors and natural open space areas where the use of
plants is limited to the Native Sonoran Zone palette.

Master Conservation Plan (MCP): A submittal required with any site plan or
subdivision plat application to the City for property within the Desert Lands
Conservation Overlay, and which contains the identification of conservation
features, native plants to be preserved, development areas, and conservation
areas.

Mature Trees: Healthy, full-bodied trees with a shape characteristic of the
species and of the following minimum sizes: Ten (10) feet-twelve (12) feet height
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times six (6) inches-eight (8) inches wide or two-inch single trunk caliper or one-
inch average trunk caliper for a multiple trunk tree.

Mutilate: To deface, maim, damage or disfigure any protected native plant by
shooting, chopping, pushing over, burning, cutting or any other means.

Native Plant Permit: A permit issued by the city pursuant to the provisions of
this Article for the purpose of removing from the premises, relocating on the
premises, or destroying any protected native plant.

Native Planf Preservation Plan: A development plan specifying the proposed
treatment of plants with Protected Plant Status for which a native plant permit is
required.

Natural OpenSpace:Areas dedicated for public ownership or retained in private
ownership containing naturally occurring conservation features and accreted
Sonoran Desert that have not been altered except to allow decomposed granite
trails (private or public) in accordance with ADA guidelines, roadways and utility
easements as necessary.

Plant Protection: Any project which affects any indigenous plant from the
specified Protected Native Plant List is required to submit a Native Plant
Preservation Plan detailing the existing location and proposed treatment of each
protected plant. Protected plants should, at the most optimal situation, remain in
place.

Plant Salvaging: Those plants which must be disturbed due to construction are
required to be salvaged unless the applicant can demonstrate how conditions
such as poor health or orientation make successful relocation impossible.
Salvaged plants are to be replanted within the project.

Private Buffer: An area located adjacent to a public or private preserve open
space edge that is used as an undisturbed or enhanced landscape setback. The
buffer may be platted as common open space for the development or as
individual lots. The area shall contain no improvements or be used for any
purpose other than a landscaped setback.

Protected Plant Status:Native cacti which are three (3) feet or greater in height
and native trees which are four (4) inches or greater in caliper.

BB. Relocate: To transplant a protected native plant to another location on the
premises.

cc. Remove: To transport a protected native plant from the premises on which it has
been growing.

DD. Restore: To replant areas of burned, damaged or disturbed naturally occurring
Sonoran Desert vegetation and topographical features with trees and plants of
the same species, size, density and placement as the surrounding area, and re-
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contour, if necessary, to appear similar to nearby slopes.

EE. Retaining Wall: A wall used solely to retain more than eighteeninches (18") of
material but not to support or to provide a foundation or wall for a building.

FF. Ridge Line: That line running along the highest elevation between mountain
peaks.

GG. Rip Rap: A bank protection measure composed of fractured rock of dif fering
sizes. Undisturbed natural desert: Naturally occurring Sonoran Desert vegetation
and topographical features, including washes, are not altered except to allow
decomposed grani te natural  t rai ls or as necessary for ut i l i ty easements.
Vegetation is not pruned or removed and allows natural habitat for native animal
species. Dead trees or cacti also form an integral part of the wildlife habitat.

HH. Spill: To cause or allow earth or other material to fall, flow or run down a slope,
thereby creating a change in the natural appearance and topography.

Unique Feature: A unique and identifiable feature that varies from the immediate
surroundings, such as springs, tanks, saddles, expansive saguaro or cholera
forests, etc.

JJ. Unsalvageable Plant: m eans a protec ted nat i v e p lant  that  cannot
successfully relocated due to any of the following:

be

Deteriorated health from disease, infestation, or natural causes, or

Physical constraints related to plant location, orientation, or general
condition which obstruct and/or prevent the application of approved
relocation techniques.

SECTION 14-22B-4 REVIEW AND APPROVAL PROCESS

Exemption for Single Lot Construction

The development of  a single-family custom home shall not require a Desert
Lands Conservation Report or Master Conservation Plan. The developer of a
single-fami ly custom home shal l  indicate on the si te plan the locat ion of
conservation features to be preserved.

Properties Located North of Pinnacle Peak Road without Conservation Features
(Ord. No. 05-44)

Dwners of  propert ies containing no conservat ion features shal l  submit
statement and aerial photo confirming this information.

a

Pre-Application Conference, Timing of Submittals (Ord. No. 05-44)
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Table 1

Type of
Permitting Action

DLCR MCP Native
Plant

Inventor

Archaeological
Site Review

and/or Survey

Native Plant
Preservation

Plan
Rezoning x x x
Rezoning (PCD
or PAD greater
than 100 acres,
more than one
plat)

x
(Location of

Conservation
Areas and

Habitat Only)

x

Minor Land
Division

x X X

Prelimina Plat X X x X

Preliminary Plat
(10 acres or less)

x X x

Final Plat x x X

Grading Permit X X X x x

Site Plan X x X X

Building Permit X X X X X

l l\lll\ll l I

ARTICLE 14-22B DESERT LANDS CONSERVATION OVERLAY

1. A pre-application conference is required prior to submittal of any application
for development approval for property containing Conservation Features or
Natural Open Space to discuss environmental characteristics of the site.
Developments of 10 acres or less shall be exempt from the pre-application
meeting requirement but shall be subject to all other applicable requirements
in this Article.

2. Submittal of the reports listed below are subject to the type of planning action
involved as shown in Table 1. Submittals for one type of action need not be
duplicated for another type of action.

Desert Lands Conservation Report

A comprehensive report shall be submitted as part of a rezoning, platting site
plan or building permit request that rev iews existing conditions and site and
project characteristics. For projects larger than 10 acres, this shall be the Desert
Lands Conservation Report (DLCR). Projects of 10 acres or less may submit a
Master Conservation Plan (Mcp), as specif ied in this Section in order to meet
this requirement. If a development request is being proposed on a property for

Article 14-22B Desert Lands Conservation Overlay
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which an existing DLCR is on file with the City, the Planning Manager shall
determine what information, if any, needs to be updated.

A request to modify some or all of the submittal requirements listed in this
Section may be submitted to and approved by the Planning Manager based upon
a finding that sufficient information will be provided to make a determination as to
compliance with the provisions of the DLCO.

A narrative description of the proposed development and information included on
exhibits shall be submitted as the essential document of the report. The DLCR
shall contain information specified in the Desert Lands Conservation Guide. (Ord.
No. 05-44)

Master Conservation Plan

In addition to the DLCR, a Master Conservation Plan (MCP) shall be submitted at
the time of site plan or preliminary subdivision plat review and shall consist of the
following items. For phased projects, submittal requirements shall correspond to
the areas included in each phase. For projects of 10 acres or less submitting
only the MCP, identification and descriptive data required for the DLCR and
Projective Narrative and Overview shall also be included. Submittal
requirements for the MCP are found in the Desert Lands Conservation Guide.
(Ord. No. 05-44)

Site Inspection

For those sites with particularly complex conditions, the City may arrange for a
site inspection of the property by the City. The applicant shall distribute copies of
the Existing Conditions Data Report for the on-site meeting. Applicants, their site
designers, and the landowner will participate in the site inspection. The purpose
of this visit is to review the property's existing conditions and special features, to
identify potential site design issues, and to provide an informal opportunity to
discuss site design concepts, including the prioritization of conservation features,
and possible locations for buildings and street alignments.

Approval Process

The Planning and Zoning Commission or the City Council shall review and either
approve or disapprove any DLCR and/or MCP that is submitted as part of a
development request requiring approval by the Planning and Zoning Commission
or the City Council. The Planning Manager or his/her designee shall review and
either approve or disapprove a DLCR and/or MCP for development request
requiring building permit, site plan or subdivision plat approval. Appeals of the
decision(s) regarding a DLCR and/or MCP will be addressed in the same manner
as the development request which it accompanies. Approvals of the DLCR shall
be valid for the same period of time accorded to the accompanying development
request After a period of one year from the submittal date of the MCP the
Planning Manager shall determine the continued sufficiency of the MCP for future
development planning applications. The Planning Manager shall not approve or
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Table 2 (Ord. No. 05-44)

NOS SLOPE/LANDFORM MATRIX

LANDFORM
TYPE

SLOPE RANGE MAXIMUM
REQUIRED NOS

MINIMUM REQUIRED
NOS

Desert Floor 0%- 10% 25% Minimum NOS
requirements for all

zoning districts shall be
15%.

Bajada 10%-15% 45%

Hillside
15% - 20% 55%

20% - 25% 60%

25% - 30% 70%

30% - 35% 80%

35%+ 85%
NOTE: Usable Open Space requirements of this ordinance may be satisfied by nos
containing dedicated trails, floodway areas or resewed or dedicated steep slope areas.

ARTICLE 14-22B DESERT LANDS CONSERVATlON OVERLAY

recommend approval of any DLCR and/or MCP unless the Planning Manager has
received a Waiver of Proposition 207 from the Owner or Owners of the property that is
the subject of the DLCR and/or MCP

(Section 14-22B-4 amended by Ordinance No. 07-14, enacted April 17, 2007 and effective May
17, 2007.)

SECTION 14-22B-5 CONSERVATION STANDARDS

,  saf ety  and wel f are,
env ironmental condit ions, retain and protect meaningful desert open space, and
conserve ecological and aesthetic resources, all development within the DLCO shall be
subject to requirements for the preservation of Natural Open Space and native plants. In
Hillside Areas, requirements of the Hillside Overlay District and the DLCO shall be
coordinated as specified below. Individual residential lot developments not part of any
subdivision, or part of a subdivision with anal plat approval prior to September 14, 2004
shall be exempt from the requirements of the following NOS Slope/Landform Matrix.
The NOS area shal l  not  exceed the percentages shown in the f ol lowing NOS
Slope/Landform Matrix.

I n  order  t o  pro tec t  t he pub l i c  hea l th preserve sensitive

Natural Open Space

Natural Open Space (nos) within each development shall be preserved
according to slope and landform type as provided in the following NOS
Slope/Landform Matrix:

The required NOS shall be comprised of the conservation features listed
and defined in this Article. If the total acreage of these elements does not
meet the minimum NOS requirements, then areas with 25% or greater
slope shall be added in such a manner as to expand or extend the NOS
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until the required percentage is achieved. If after incorporating all areas
with slopes of 25% or greater and the minimum NOS requirement is still
not met, then additional open space shall be provided in the following
priority:

expands or extends a regional open space corridor,

increases the size of an existing or adjacent open space area,

creates a linkage to an existing or planned trail, or

provides a public access point to existing or planned natural open
space.

In the event that the combined area of all required NOS exceeds the
maximum required acreage, the following criteria listed in priority order
shall be used to guide the determination of which features shall be
presewedz

Conservation Features,

Land that expands or extends a regional open space or drainage
corridor,

Land that abuts existing and/or planned open space,

Land that allows opportunity to provide a link to existing or future
trail systems, and

Land that provides a non-motorized access route from the nearest
public right-of-way to an open space area.

The minimum contiguous area for NOS is 7,500 square feet, provided
that not more than 15% of the required NOS shall be included in areas
less than 10,000 square feet.

The minimum horizontal dimension for NOS is seventy-five (75) feet.

Where the minimum finished lot size is twenty-four thousand (24,000)
square feet or less, NOS shall not be allowed on individual lots and must
be placed in common tracts.

If land designated as NOS is located in a common tract owned by a
homeowners association, the property shall be maintained through a
common maintenance agreement.

Any NOS being considered for dedication to the City of Peoria, regardless
of size and location, will be reviewed by the Community Services Director
and staff for a recommendation as to the acceptance or rejection of the
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dedication.

Whether the NOS is located on individual lots or in common tracts, the
boundaries of  Disturbed Areas shal l  be del ineated in the f ield with
permanent markers in order to prevent encroachment into NOS areas.

10. Areas not specif ical ly identi f ied as Disturbed Area or NOS shal l  be
considered Transition Areas.

11. Identification of NOS shall be coordinated with the Peoria Hillside Overlay
District  Art icle 14-22A, and the planning of  NOS shal l  speci f ical ly

NOSconsider transfer of density and disturbed area. For Hillside Areas,
shall be located in areas planned to be undisturbed.

12. Within areas identif ied as NOS, no grading or other disturbance shall
occur except the minimum grading required for trails, roadways and utility
easements. No walls are permitted within the nos. Restoration of the
Disturbed Area not used to support buildings or Oasis or Transitional
Landscape Areas is mandatory and shall  fol low plans rev iewed and
approved by the City.

13. For residential lots, the area between the buildings and the street and, for
lots in excess of 24,000 square feet in size, side yard setback areas not
utilized for driveways or parking areas shall be improved with landscaping
using indigenous plant materials and groundcovers in addition to the
nos. In addit ion:

Perimeter walls or privacy walls shall be allowed in accordance
with the provisions of Article 14-22A, and

The locat ion of  al l  bui ldings shal l  be wi thin the del ineated
boundaries of the Disturbed Area.

14. Developments abutting any public NOS shall provide an access plan for
publ ic entry onto the nos. The plan may take into consideration all
points of visual and physical access to the NOS from any public or private
property. A minimum of 40% of the linear distance along the edge of any
public NOS shall consist of one or a combination of the following:

a publicor private street,

a public or private improved open space having public access with
minimum dimensions of 100 feet in length and 75 feet in depth
along the nos,

a minimum length of 100 feet along the frontage of a public or
private street directly connecting the NOS to thestreet,

a termination of a public or private street in a configuration that
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provides on-street parking for four (4) vehicles and sufficient width
for maneuvering, or

an equivalent creative alternative as approved by the City that
provides visual and physical access and results in diversity of the
edge treatment.

15. The total length of lots backing up to the NOS shall not exceed 1,000 feet
without incorporating one of the edge treatments described in this Article
or providing a trail access point to the nos.

Rivers and Washes

All Washes shall be preserved in an undisturbed condition and the habitat
value preserved in its original condition. Secondary Washes having no
v egetat ion or  plants being preserv ed in place may be al tered or
eliminated. (Ord. No. 05-44)

An undisturbed area of twenty-five (25) feet measured from the edge of
riparian vegetation or the f loodplain, whichever is greater, shal l  be
preserved on both sides of a Wash that has a one hundred-year peak
flow greater than seven hundred (700) cos.

If a Wash has a one hundred-year peak flow of less than seven hundred
(700) cos, the area to remain undisturbed should be determined by a
width sufficient to allow for wildlife passage outside of the incised wash.

No major structural  changes or improv ements shal l  be al lowed in
preserved Washes. Protected plants shall be lef t in place except as
follows: (Ord. No. 05-44)

to prevent erosion from channelization or combination of smaller
washes,
to allow wash crossings of roadways, trails and utility easements.
Trails and utilities may cross washes, but in no way shall they be
placed in the wash bed running within and parallel to the wash
bottom. Public utility easements shall be restored when
construction is completed,

to prevent wash migration, where structures are placed behind the
required wash setback, and

to allow discharge from adjacent retention or drainage facilities, as
approved by the City Engineer as part of  a drainage system
improvement plan resulting from a drainage study performed by
an engineer registered in the state of Arizona.

Vwldlife Habitat
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Corridors shall be established along both sides of washes identified for
conservation which include the estimated 100-year floodplain and an
additional upland buffer of 25 feet or the outer edge of the erosion hazard
zone, if identified in a map as part of a drainage system improvement
plan resulting from a drainage study performed by an engineer registered
in the state of Arizona, whichever is greater. Non-motorized trails shall be
permitted within the upland buffer.

Linear utility lines shall be placed parallel to, but just outside, the
conserved wash and associated upland buffer to provide a more gradual
transition to developed areas. Utility lines shall be buried in accordance
with the City of Peoria Infrastructure Development Guidelines and
restored using indigenous plants so that there is no net loss of habitat
function orvalue.

Scenic Resources

A scenic corridor of 100 feet, measured from the edge of floodplain, shall
be established along both sides of the Agua Fria River within which the
immediate foreground is kept intact with native or enhanced desert
vegetation and no structures are permitted, except for those associated
with utilities, stormwater management, and roadways.

Scenic corridor buffers, measured from edge of right-of-way, of 50 feet
within the Rural Section, 30 feet within the Suburban Section, and 15 feet
within the Urban Section, shall be established along both sides of the
Lake Pleasant Parkway Corridor within which the immediate foreground is
kept intact with native or enhanced desert vegetation and no structures
are permitted, except those
management, and roadways.
Urban Sections are shown on Figure 4, Development Section Map, of
The Lake Pleasant Parkway Corridor Specific Area Plan dated March 6,
2000, as may be amended.

associated with utilities, stormwater
The limits of the Rural, Suburban, and

Cultural Resources

Preliminary Archaeological Site Review

Provide a letter report, to be submitted with the Existing Conditions Data
Report, from the Arizona State Museum, the State Historic Preservation
Office (SHPO), or an Archaeologist that reviews all of the available
archaeological information for the site. This record check shall: determine
whether the site has been field surveyed for cultural resources, identify
any previously-recorded archaeological or historic resources known to
exist on the property, state the probability that buried archaeological
resources not visible from the surface would be discovered on the site,
and make a recommendation as to whether an archaeological survey of
the site is needed.

Article 14-22B Desert Lands Conservation Overlay
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Archaeological Survey, Duties of the Archaeologist

If an archaeological survey of the site is recommended then the following
tasks shall be completed by an Archaeologist.

Complete a field survey and submit the results with the Existing
Conditions Data Report. Any cultural resources identified shall be
entered by the Archaeologist  making the discovery into the
Arizona State Museum site file system.

Describe and map archaeological and historic sites identif ied on
the property in ei ther the records check or the f ield survey.
Detailed location maps of such sites should not be included in the
site analysis, but should be available from the Archaeologist for
staff review as necessary.

The Archaeologist shall complete an archaeological report that:

Determines the signi f icance of  the reported cultural
resource(s),

ii. Assesses the impact of the proposed development on the
cultural resource(s). If the resource cannot be preserved
in place or protected by acceptable means, i t  must be
mitigated,

iii. Makes a determination that the cultural resource must be
either presewedl protected or mitigated ,

iv. Identif ies mitigation measures and a mitigation plan that
have been rev iewed and approved by the Ci ty and/or
SHPO.

Any proposed mitigation measures shall be rev iewed and approved by
SHPO, having primary responsibility, and/or the City, as the Certified Local
Government with jurisdiction, prior to the commencement of any activity on
the site.

Native Plants

No person shall destroy, mutilate, remove from the premises, or relocate
to another place on the premises any protected native plant on land that
is subject to the provisions of this Article without first obtaining a Native
Plant Permit.

Minimum size requirements necessary to establish Protected Plant Status
include 4 inch caliper or greater for trees, 5 feet diameter or greater
branch reach for shrubs, and 3 feet tall or greater for cacti. Creosote
(area tridentada) shall be exempt from designation as a Protected Plant.

Article 14-22B Desert Lands Conservation Overlay
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PROTECTED NATIVE PLANT LIST

Botanical Name Common Name

TREES

Cercidium florida Blue Palo Verde
Cercidium microphyllum Foothills Palo Verde
Chilopsis linearize Desert VWIow
Juniperus mono sperm One-Seeded Juniper
Olneya tesota Ironwood
Populus fremontii Fremont Cottonwood
Prosopis velutina Velvet Mesquite

SHRUBS

Acacia constricts Whitethorn Acacia
Acacia greggii Catclaw Acacia
Celtis Callida Desert Hackber

CACTI/SUCCULENTS/ACCENTS

Carnegiea gigantean Saguaro
Ferocactus species Barrel Cactus
Fouquieria spenders Ocotillo
Peniocereus greggii Desert Night-Blooming Cereus
Yucca baccata Banana Yucca/Blue Yucca/Datil Yucca
Yucca elate Soaptree Yucca

IIIII

ARTICLE 14-22B DESERT LANDS CONSERVATION OVERLAY

(Ord. No. 05-44)

Protected Native Plant List

The rationale for inclusion on the Protected Plant List includes one or
more of the following:

Preservation of the plant enhances the City's aesthetic appeal by
conserving unique scenic character,

The plant is slow growing and therefore it is difficult and cost
prohibitive to find comparable nursery-grown stock for
replacement,

The plant alone or in combination with others provides unique
wildlife habitat, and

The proven success rate in the region of salvaging plants of a
certain size.

Article 14-22B Desert Lands Conservation Overlay
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PROHIBITED PLANT SPECIES LIST

Botanical Name Common Name

TREES
Brachychiton populous Bottle Tree
Eucalyptus sp. (except those
specifically identified in Arid Character
Zone - see Desert Lands Consewaticn
Guide)

Eucalyptus

Olga sp. Olive Tree
Parkinsonia aculeate Jerusalem Thorn/Mexican Palo Verde
Pinus Sp, All species of Pine
Prosopis chilensis (prohibited in parking
areas only)

Chilean Mesquite

Rhus lancet African Sumac
Washingtonian sp. Fan Palm

SHRUBS

Oleander sp. except petite varieties) Oleander
Thevetia peruvian Yellow Oleander

GROUNDCOVERS, ANNUALS,
PERENNIALS, VINES, ETC.

Cenchrus ciliaris or Pennisetum cileare Buffel Grass
Cynodon dactylon (except in private
backyards, enclosed courtyards, and
public use areas buffered from Native
Sonoran Zones by Sonoran Character
Zones - see Desert Lands Conservation
Guide)

Common Bermuda Grass

Eragrostis Iehmanniana Lehmann's Lovegrass
Gutierrezia sarothrae Snakeweed
Hordeum jubatum Foxtail Barley
Pennisetum Sp, Fountain Grass

ARTICLE 14-22B DESERT LANDS CONSERVATION OVERLAY

Native Sonoran Desert vegetation should not be pruned or removed from
areas identified as Natural Open Space unless demonstrated to the City
that a health, safety or welfare issue exists. This includes removal of dead
trees or cacti.

Plants specified on the prohibited plant species list shall not be allowed.
Certain plants that do well in this region present a distinctly non-desert
appearance and/or pose potential  hazards to the native vegetation,
wildlife and landscape due to their invasive nature. The following plants
exhibit these characteristics:

Article 14-22B Desert Lands Conservation Overlay
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ARTICLE 14-22B DESERT LANDS CONSERVATION OVERLAY

The prohibited plant species list shall be provided by the Developer to all
purchasers of  property wi thin the development.  Except ions to the
Prohibited Plant Species List may be approved by the Planning Manager
or designee subject to a report from a registered landscape architect and
a satisfactory recommendation from the Community Services
Department.

In areas designated as nos,  where a port ion has been burned or
previously damaged, the area shall be restored by the property owner.
Restoration shal l  be typical of  the surrounding area, i .e., tree-l ined
washes shall be restored with trees of the same species, size, density
and placement, graded slopes shall be re-contoured similar to nearby
slopes, etc. The property owner shall be responsible for the management
of private restored areas. Where this occurs at the edge between public
and private development, the public open space shall be restored by the
owner of property immediately adjacent to the public open space at the
same time as the private open space.

SECTION 14-22B-6 NATIVE PLANT PERMIT

be required to prepare a NPPP, but shall be required to perform plant salvaging
transplanting tasks for Protected Plants.

The process of preparing a site for development that contains native plants is authorized
by a Native Plant Permit and guided by a Native Plant Preservation Plan (NPPP). The
entire site development process shall be managed by the person that prepares the
NPPP. The bui lder of  a single family dwel l ing on an indiv idual lot not part of  a
subdivision or part of a subdivision plat approved prior to September 14 2004 shall not

and

The Native Plant Preservation Plan shall be prepared by a botanist that has
receiv ed a formal  educat ion in Botany,  Biology or Ecology,  a Licensed
Landscape Architect or other professional with similar training and that has
experience working with plants and ecosystems of the Sonoran Desert. The
plan shall contain information and procedures regarding the following tasks:

Plant Inventory,

Plant tagging,

Plant salvaging,

Establishing and managing the temporary salvage plant nursery, and

Transplanting the salvaged plants.

The Native Plant Permit authorizes a process for preservation and salvaging of
native plants. The process includes the following activities:

Preparation of a Native Plant Preservation Plan,

Article 14~22B Desert Lands Conservation Overlay
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Plant INventory,

Acquisition of a Native Plant Permit,

Tagging of all native plants as to disposition,

Establish the temporary native plant nursery,

Move native plants to be salvaged to the nursery,

Transplant the salvaged plants, and

Termination of the temporary native plant nursery and restoration of the
nursery site.

Submittal Requirements

Any subm i t ta l s m ade f or  a  Nat i v e P lant  Perm i t  shal l  com ply  wi th  the
requirements contained in this section. The developer of a single family custom
home shall not require a Native Plant Permit. Submittals must be complete and
submitted to the Community Development Department with the appropriate fee.

Native Plant Preservation Plan containing:

Project name and address

Owner name, address & phone number

Proposed salvage contractor, cacti salvage contractor,
license number

and tax

Quarter Section Number

Prior Peoria case numbers

g,

h.

Number of protected plants to be relocated

Number of protected plants to be destroyed

Total number of protected plants disturbed

Brief  description of  your project including estimated timing of
salv aging and relocat ion of  plants, plant nursery locat ion,
transplanting activities and any other relevant information.

Three (3) copies of the site plan aerial with plat overlay indicating the
location by tag number each plant which is required to be protected per
the Protected Native Plant List (from the NPPP)

Article 14-22B Desert Lands Conservation Overlay
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Three (3) copies of the plant inventory performed by a City of Peoria
Approved Salvage Contractor (which corresponds to the tag number on
the site plan) indicating the following (from the NPPP):

Plant type

Plant size in caliper inches

Plant salvageability (Any plant that is determined to be
unsalvageable must have an explanation of the present status of
the plant material.)

Whether the plant will remain in place, be moved to another
location or be destroyed (Any plant that is destroyed must have an
explanation detailing why the plant cannot remain in place or be
moved.)

Current market value by species and size for all plants identified
for salvage.

Temporary project nursery location shown on a map, in a written
description or as an address (from the NPPP). Notice of when plant
materials have been tagged in the field for City Staff review.

Letter of Authorization from the property owner identifying the city-
approved salvage contractor for the project and verifying that all plants
are to be replanted on site (from the NPPP).

A copy of the form notifying the Arizona Department of Agriculture, Native
Plant Section, of the intent to destroy plant materials protected by state
statutes (from the NPPP).

Responsibility for obtaining permit.

A Native Plant Permit may be obtained by the property owner of record or by
another party acting as agent upon presentation of written authorization by the
property owner of record.

Action on applications.

Applications may be approved, approved conditionally, Or denied. Where the
Planning Manager or designee determines that the application is in conformance
with the provisions of this Article, a permit shall be issued, with such conditions
attached as necessary to insure that the Native Plant Preservation Plan is
successfully accomplished. Where it is determined that the application is not in
conformance with the provisions of this Article, the application shall be denied.
Action taken on applications may be appealed to the hearing officer appointed by
the City Manager according to the procedures specified in this Article.
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Timing of Permit approval

No Native Plant Permit shall be issued unless an application is submitted in
conjunction with an existing or proposed development that requires
administrative approval Planning and Zoning Commission approval City Council

the City Manager or designee. For proposed development, the Native Plant
Permit shall not be issued until the necessary development approvals have been
secured.

approval Board of Adjustment approval or approval of a plat as determined by

Modifieation

It shall be unlawful to modify, alter, or amend an approved Native Plant Permit or
an accompanying Native Plant Preservation Plan without reapplication for a
Native Plant Permit according to the provisions of this Article.

Expiration

Every permit issued by the City under the provisions of this Article shall
expi re and become nul l  and void i f  the work authorized under the
provisions of this Article is not commenced within ninety (180) days from
the date of issuance, unless otherwise specif ied as a condition of the
permit approval or if  the work authorized under the prov isions of this
Article is suspended or abandoned for a period of  ninety (90) days.
Before such work can be recommenced, a new permit shall be obtained
to do so pursuant to the provisions of this Article.

Work shall be completed within the time period specified on the Native
Plant Permit. The Planning Manager or designee shall have the authority
to grant a ninety (90) day extension of the time limit for completion of the
work upon written request of the applicant. Failure to comply with the time
limitation without an extension authorized by the city shall require
application for a new permit pursuant to the provisions of this Article.

Exemptions

Governmental agencies shall be exempted from the payment of fees herein
required, provided that only such property occupied, operated, and maintained
for gov ernment  purposes by the abov e-ment ioned agencies shal l  be so
exempted. All other provisions of this Article shall apply to these agencies.

Plants to be tagged, requirements.

All plants with Protected Plant Status scheduled to remain in place or
authorized for destruction or relocation by the approved Native Plant
Permit must be tagged and numbered prior to permit submittal. Tags shall
be color-coded according to the following schedule so that the status of
each plant affected by the development proposal may be easily identified:

Article 14-22B Desert Lands Conservation Overlay
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Plants proposed for destruction shall be tagged with blue plastic
tape

Plants proposed for relocation shall be tagged with red plastic
tape

Plants proposed to remain shall be tagged with white plastic tape.

Tags required by this Article shall be affixed in a visible and uniform
location (preferably the north side) on the plant. Once affixed, the tags
shall not be removed until the plants are removed, relocated, or destroyed
in compliance with the Native Plant Permit and a final inspection has
been made.

Tag numbers shall correspond to the site plan and the plant inventory.

Tag numbers shall be transferred to the side of the box when site boxing
is completed.

Timing of work authorized by this chapter.

Time periods shall commence on the date of permit issuance. This requirement
shall not apply to those native plants deemed to be unsalvageable by the City
and noted as such on the permit.

Plants with Protected Plant Status authorized for destruction under the
provisions of this Article shall not be destroyed within a time period
specified as follows:

One (1) to five (5) plants with Protected Plant Status to be
destroyed, fifteen (15) days.

Six (6) to fifteen (15) plants with Protected Plant Status to be
destroyed, thirty (30) days.

Sixteen (16) or more plants with Protected Plant Status to be
destroyed, sixty (60) days.

In no instance shall destruction of plants with Protected Plant Status
occur prior to issuance of a Native Plant Permit by the City unless the
Planning Manager or his/her designee agrees to allow preliminary at-risk
grading. Sueh decision will be based on a report by a registered
landscape architect providing an assessment of the salvageability given
the time of year, and concurrence from the Community Services
Department.

Compliance with approved permit, revocation.

Article 14-22B Desert Lands Conservation Overlay
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All work authorized by a permit issued in conformance with the terms of this
Article shalt be completed as authorized. Failure to comply with the conditions of
permit approval or the approved Native plant Preservation Plan shall constitute a
violation of the Native Plant Permit and may be punishable by permit revocation
and/or citation under the authority of this Article.

Inspections .

All aspects of the work performed as a result of a Native Plant Permit issued
under the provisions of this Article shall be subject to inspection by the City.
Specific Inspections shall be performed 1) following completion of tagging, 2)
following completion of relocation of plants to the plant nursery, and 3) following
completion of all transplanting and removal of the nursery. Inspections may be
performed by City personnel or may be required of the developer. Developer's
inspections shall be signed and certified by one of the professionals listed as
responsible for preparation or assisting in the preparation of the Native plant
Preservation Plan.

Penalties.

Generally. Any violation of this Article is a Class 1 misdemeanor which,
upon conviction, may be punishable by a tine not exceeding two thousand
five hundred dollars ($2,500.00), or by imprisonment for a term not to
exceed six (6) months, or by both such fine and imprisonment, at the
discretion of the city magistrate. Each day this violation continues shall
constitute a separate offense. r

A Native Plant Permit shall not be issued after a violation resulting in
destruction, removal, or relocation of plants with Protected Plant Status
has been discovered until such time as a restoration program has been
approved and the property has been restored with plants included on the
Protected Native Plant List of equivalent type, size, density, distribution,
and condition as existed on the property prior to the violation. A program
for restoration of the site shall be approved by the Planning Manager or
designee and shall be based on the expected type, size, density,
distribution, and condition of plants with Protected Plant Status within the
vegetation communities in which the violation occurred. Appeal of a
decision made by the Planning Manager or designee regarding a
restoration program shall be heard by the Hearing Officer appointed by
the City Manager. Appeal of a decision made by the Hearing Officer
regarding a restoration program may be made to the City Council in
accordance with the rules and procedures established in this Article

Waiver of restoration requirement generally

The City Manager or designee may waive the restoration requirement in
this Article when it will further the purpose of this Article and be in the best

m.

n.
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interest of the community, and when it is demonstrated that development
of the property is imminent as determined by the following criteria:

A development proposal i s submi t ted f or  approv al b y  a
development review board within ten (10) days of the notice of
violation.

The general plan designation of the property is consistent with the
proposed development.

The zoning of  the property is consistent  wi th the proposed
development.

Infrastructure improvements are in place, which can support the
proposed development.

Granting of  waiver, cost of  replacing and maintaining native plant
materials.

If a waiver is granted, a sum of money shall be paid to the city for
the purpose of replacing and maintaining native plant materials.
The development review board shall determine the sum of money
to be paid to the city from the following schedule:

Protected native trees. Three hundred dollars ($300.00)
per cal iper inch (measured one (1) foot above ground
level).

1

ii. Protected native cacti. Two hundred dollars ($200.00) per
foot.

iii. Maximum per plant. Ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00).

Determination of the sum of money to be paid to the City pursuant
to this Sect ion shal l  be based upon the type, size, densi ty,
distribution, and condition of plant materials that existed on the
property prior to the violation, or upon inspection of the remains of
plant materials or other physical evidence as may be available.
Appeal  of  a decision of  the Hearing Of f icer regarding this
determination may be made to City Council in accordance with the
rules and procedures established in this Article.

The sum of money required by this subsection shall be used to
replace removed or damaged plant materials whose retention is
requi red by a Nat iv e Plant  Preserv at ion Plan approv ed in
conjunction with the development proposal specified in this Article
and to maintain replacement plant materials for a period of three
(3) years. Additionally, f if teen (15) percent of the total amount
payable shall be kept by the City as payment for the enforcement
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of these regulations and administration of the agreement specified
in this Article.

P r i o r  t o  i ssuance  o f  any permi ts f or  const ruct ion on or
development of the property, the property owner shall provide a
mechanism acceptable to the Ci ty for replacement of  plant
materials for a period of three (3) years.

SECTION 14-22B-7 INSPECTIONS

In order to ensure compliance with this Article, inspections may be made by the
Planning Manager or his or her duly authorized representative consistent with
law.

If such inspection reveals that any property or portion of a project is not in
compliance with the requirements of this Article, the Planning Manager or his or
her duly authorized representative shall report the discrepancy to the property
owner, developer or their representative and shall order work on the project
stopped or corrective action taken as appropriate.

SECTION 14-22B-8 DESERT LANDS CONSERVATION GUIDE

The City Manager or his designee shall promulgate a Desert Lands Conservation Guide
containing the principles and guidelines used for the implementing of  desert lands
conservation within the Desert Lands Conservation Overlay district. Considerations
contained within the Desert Lands Conservation Guide may be used in design of
methods used in desert development projects.

SECTION 14-22B-9 ENFORCEMENT

Enforcement Authority

The DLCO shall be enforced by the Community Development Director of the City
of Peoria, or his or her duly authorized representative.

Interference with Enforcement Personnel

It shall be unlawful for any person to willfully interfere with, hinder or obstruct
enforcement personnel in the discharge of their duties pursuant to this Article.

Penalties

A violation of any provision of this Article shall be subject to the violation and
penalty provisions of the Zoning Ordinance.

Notices (Ord. No. 05-44)

Article 14-22B Desert Lands Conservation Overlay
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Notices to adjacent property owners shall be sent prior to a hearing or
determination on an application for a waiver. Letters containing information
regarding the waiver application shall be mailed to property owners within 300
feet of the property that is subject to the waiver request not less than ten (10)
days prior to the day scheduled for the waiver decision. The applicant for the
waiver shall supply the city a list of all property owners within 300 feet of the
property and stamped addressed envelopes for each address.

SECTION 14-22B-10 APPEALS

Appeals to the Hearing Officer

1 . Decisions of the Community Development Department Staff arising from
the administration of the requirements contained in this Article may be
appealed to the hearing officer, which shall be appointed by the city
Manager to hear such appeals. The appeals shall be in writing and set
forth the specific decision of the Community Development Department
staff that is being appealed. The appeal shall be filed with the Community
Development Director.

A copy of the appeal and complete file shall be transmitted to the hearing
officer. The hearing officer shall hold a hearing and provide the applicant
and Community Development staff an opportunity to present their
position. Such hearings shall be informal and the rules of evidence and
civil procedure shall not apply. Such hearings shall be noticed in
accordance with the following provisions.

The hearing officer shall act upon an appeal within ten (10) days after
filing and shall submit his or her decision in writing to the applicant and
the Community Development Director.

Appeals to the City Council

1 . An applicant or the City may appeal the decision of the hearing officer to
the City Council. The appeal shall be in writing and shall specifically set
forth the decision of the hearing officer which is being appealed. The
appeal shall be filed with the Community Development Director.

A notice of the appeal shall be mailed at least ten (10) days prior to the
council meeting in which the appeal is heard to each property owner
situated wholly or partially within three hundred (300) feet of the property
to which the plan relates. The applicant shall provide the Community
Development staff with the names and addresses and addressed and
stamped envelopes for all property owners within three hundred (300)
feet of the property. The Community Development staff shall be
responsible for mailing such notices.

Article 14-22B Desert Lands Conservation Overlay
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A copy of the appeal letter, decision of the hearing officer and supporting
material shall be transmitted to the City Council. At a regularly scheduled
Council meeting the applicant and the hearing officer shall present their
positions.

The City Council shall act upon the appeal within thirty (30) days after the
appeal is filed with the Community Development Director, or at the next
regularly scheduled City Council meeting, whichever date is later.

Article 14-22B Desert Lands Conservation Overlay
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ARTICLE 14-36
PLANNED COMMUNITY

(PC) DISTRICT
(Ord. No. 01-146)

ADMINISTRATION AND

14-36_11

CONTENTS
14-36-1 INTENT
14-36-2 GENERAL PROVISIONS
14-36-3 APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
14-36-4 APPLICATION PROCEDURES
14-36-5 ADOPTION OF A PLANNED COMMUNITY DISTRICT
14-36-6 FINDINGS
14-36-7 FUTURE DEVELOPMENT
14-36-8 AMENDMENTS TO AN APPROVED PC DISTRICTS
14-36-9 ADMINISTRATIVE DECISION APPEALS
14-36-10 ADMINISTRATIVE DECISION APPEALS

ENFORCEMENT
DEFINITIONS

14-38-1 INTENT

The Planned Community (PC) District is intended to accommodate large-scaled, yet
unified, comprehensively planned developments which conform with and enhance the
policies and programs contained within the Peoria General Plan. This district is intended
to prov ide an alternative zoning district and development process to accommodate
substantial developments for residential, commercial, professional, industrial or other
activ it ies, including combinations of  uses appropriately requiring f lexibi l i ty under
controlled conditions, not otherwise attainable under conventional zoning districts so that
the following goals may be achieved:

A. To enhance the City's development and to promote the public health, safety, and
general welfare.

B. To prov ide within such areas a combination of  land uses, which may include a
variety of residential types, commercial, industrial, public and semi-public areas,
arranged and designed in accordance with sound site planning principles and
development techniques, and in such a manner as to be properly related to each
other, the immediate surrounding area, the planned thoroughfare system, and other
public facilities such as water and sewer systems, parks, schools and utilities.

c.  To encourage a more creat ive approach in the ut i l izat ion of  land in order to
accomplish efficient aesthet ic,  and desirable development which may be
characterized size or shape of a
particular property

an ,
by special features of the geography, topography,
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ARTICLE 14-36 PLANNED COMMUNITY DISTRICT

D. To establish planning and development control parameters tailored to the
opportunities and constraints of the property while allowing sufficient flexibility to
permit final detailed planning and the precise distribution of the approved density and
intensity of the project at the time of site plan or subdivision application submittal.

E. To provide reasonable assurances to the City and land developer that the proposed
development may be planned and carried out in one or more phases over an
extended period of time, in accordance with an approved PC "Development Plan"
and "Standards Report".

F. To assure that the PC District is developed in accordance with a PC "Development
Plan" and "Standards Report." The PC "Development Plan" and "Standards Report
shall be designed to fulfill the goals established by the General Plan, provide
development standards promoting an appropriate balance of land uses, and promote
the planning of public facilities designed to serve the projected population.

14-36-2 GENERAL PROVISIONS

A. Conformance with the Genera/ Plan. The proposed PC District shall be in general
conformance with the Peoria General Plan. The Planning Manager shall not approve
or recommend approval of any PC District unless the Planning Manager has
received a Waiver of Proposition 207 from the Gwner or Owners of the property that
is the subject of the PC District.

(Section 14-36-2 amended by Ordinance No. 07-14, enacted April 17, 2007 and effective
May 17, 2007.)

B. Location of PC District. PC Districts may be established on large parcels of land
which, because of their ownership, size, topography, or exceptional or unusual
locational characteristics, are suitable for planned development in a manner
consistent with the purposes of this section.

C. MinimumPC District Area .

1. The minimum area required for a planned community district is six hundred (600)
contiguous acres held under single ownership at the time of application submittal
or under multiple ownership within a partnership as expressed through written
correspondence and signatures provided with the PC application.

2. Areas within rights-of way may be included in the computation of the minimum
six hundred (600) acres.

D, Property Development Standards. All land uses in a PC District shall be established
within planned "development units." The PC District is intended to be combined with
the general property development standards of various zoning districts in the Peoria
Zoning Ordinance or as modified in the approved PC "Development Plan" and
"Standards Report."
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1. The proposed PC District shall comply with overlay districts of general
applicability including, but not limited to, the Hillside Development Overlay and
Floodplain Districts, except where modifications are expressly authorized through
an approved Standards Report and Development Plan,

2. The proposed PC District shall comply with the Subdivision regulations and other
adopted policies, codes and ordinances of general applicability,

The proposed PC District may include modified property development standards
(contained within the zoning ordinance) to address defined opportunities and
constraints related to the property, including, but not limited to, building
placement and height, minimum lot size and parking area landscaping.

E. Permitted Uses. Any use may be permitted in any specific "development unit" within
a proposed PC district provided such use shall be specifically listed as a permitted
use and shall be located and conducted in accordance with the approved
"Development Plan" and "Standards Report" and other applicable regulations.

F. Conditional Uses. Any use may be established as a conditional use in any specific
development unit within a proposed PC district provided such use shall be
specifically listed as a conditional use subject to the provisions of Article 14-24
('Conditional Use Permits') and shall be located and conducted in accordance with
the approved "Development Plan" and "Standards Report" and other applicable
regulations.

14-36-3 APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

In addition to complying with the provisions of Article 14-39, Section 14-39-6,
"Rezonings," each application for a PC District shall be accompanied by a "Standards
Report," "Development Plan" and "Development Schedule." The "Standards Report"
and "Development Plan" shall, as approved by the City Council, become a part of the
applicable zoning regulations within the respective PC District. Subsequent changes to
the "Development Plan" shall be made in accordance with Section 14-36-8. (Ord. No 02-
80)

A. Standards Report. The "Standards Report" shall describe the purpose, nature and
characteristics of the proposed PC district including, but not limited to, the proposed
development unit use or uses to be conducted in the district in a manner sufficient to
enable preparation and consideration of regulations governing permitted and
conditional uses, site use and other development regulations which may be
appropriate to govern development use, and maintenance of the sites included
within the pc district. The "Standards Report" shall include the following:

1. Contact listing of key project team representatives including the contact, owner,
and developer.

2. Vicinity Map.

3. Legal description of the district boundary.

Article 14-36 Planned Community District
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ARTICLE 14-36 PLANNED COMMUNITY DISTRICT

4. A statement by the applicant demonstrating the necessity of the application for
the PC district, including information demonstrating compliance with the findings
contained within Section t4-36-6.

5. Existing conditions map drawn to a suitable scale showing the use and general
condition of the land within the proposed PC district boundary and adjacent lands
for one mile. The map will provide the total gross acreage, overall density
proposed and a delineation of major physical constraints or opportunities, major
environmental features, topography, existing roads, trails, utilities, generalized
location of any hundred (100) year floodway and mapped stormwater drainage
conditions.

6. The delineation of development units including a parcel matrix inclusive ef each
proposed development unit indicating as appropriate: the approximate unit size in
acres, proposed allocation of land uses, the proposed zoning district(s) (either an
existing zoning district or a modified proposed district as further defined within
the Standards Report), the projected number of employees, the maximum
number of potential dwelling units, and intended floor area ratios (FAR) for the
project.

7. The parcel matrix shall also indicate the projected number of residential units or
non-residential square footage for each development unit to guide the
preparation of supporting infrastructure studies outlined herein.

Such additional information as the Planning Manager may prescribe as
necessary, to facilitate review and action on the application by the Planning and
Zoning Commission and the City Council.

B. Development Plan. The "Development Plan" must include a land use and circulation
system concept that is consistent with the goals and policies of the General Plan,
compatible with the environment, and capable of being served by existing and
planned public facilities and utilities. The "Development Plan" submitted with the
application for the PC Distriet shall include the following, unless waived by the
Planning Manager:

Submittal of a Development Plan Map divided into approximate development
sub-areas or development units. The proposed Development Plan Map(s) shall
be drawn to a suitable scale and include at least the following:

a. The boundary of the proposed PC District.

b. The existing and proposed topographic character of the land.

The approximate location of each proposed land use development unit.

d. The general location of all proposed major and minor arterial streets,
including their proposed connections to major streets identified on the
Circulation Map in the Peoria General Plan.

e. Major drainage elements.

Article 14-36 Planned Community District
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ARTICLE 14-36 PLANNED COMMUNITY DISTRICT

f. All proposed public schools, parks and open space areas.

Q- Any t rai l s and/or  bikeways,  inc luding thei r  proposed connect ions to
conceptual trail locations identified in the Peoria Trails Master Plan and other
relevant documents.

h. Conceptual location of any significant historical, cultural and archaeological
features of the site, including proposed methods to incorporate and preserve
such features into the proposed project.

2. Master Drainage and Hydrology Report, prepared by an Arizona registered
engineer.

3. Master Water and Sewer System Report, prepared by an Arizona registered
engineer.

4. Traffic Impact Analysis Engineering Report, prepared by an Arizona registered
engineer.

5. A Cost Impact Analysis of  the proposed publ ic faci l i t ies and inf rastructure,
prepared by a competent person or f irm with experience in the preparation of
such studies. The study shall provide the specif ic detailed accounting of the
f inancing structure for the development of  required facil i t ies for parks, law
enforcement, fire protection, public services, municipal government, and other
necessary governmental services.

6. Such addi t ional  informat ion as the Planning Manager may prescr ibe as
necessary, to facilitate review and action on the application by the Planning and
Zoning Commission and the City Council.

Development Schedule. The following schedule submitted with the application for a
PC District shall include the following:

A schedule, indicating to the best of the applicant's knowledge, the approximate
timeframe in which construction or development is expected to begin, the
duration of time required for completion of the development, and

2. Proposed phasing if the project will not be developed as one (1) unit, including a
plan for the interim use and management of the undeveloped phase or phases.

14-36-4 APPLICATION PROCEDURES

A. The applicant is encouraged to meet with the Planning Manager prior to making an
application for a PC District to discuss the development concept, the review and
approval process, and the submittal requirements.

B. The appl icant shal l  obtain the necessary appl ication forms f rom the Planning
Division. Application forms when properly completed and accompanied by the
required fee and required material shall be submitted to the Planning Division.

Article 14-36 Planned Community District
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ARTICLE 14-36 PLANNED COMMUNITY DISTRICT

c. If the application request requires an amendment of the City's adopted General Plan
and/or an adopted Specific Plan, the applicant shall submit an application to amend
the General Plan or adopted Specific Plan prior to or simultaneously with the
application for a PC District.

D. The Planning Division shall distribute the PC application and supporting materials
(pursuant to Section 14-36-3), and other relevant documentation to each responsible
department for review and comment.

E. Written responses shall be obtained by the applicant from public or quasi-public
agencies identified by the Planning Manager as being stakeholders in the outcome of
the development proposal within the timeframe defined above. The Planning
Manager or assigned designee shall compile all of the comments and
recommendations and submit a written report to the applicant.

F. The revised PC "Development Plan" and "Standards Report" shall be resubmitted to
the Planning Division for further evaluation by the Planning Manager and the
reviewing agencies.

A development agreement between the applicant and the City may be prepared and
reviewed concurrently to afford resolution to issues and concerns identified through
agency review.

14-36-5 ADOPTION OF A PLANNED COMMUNITY DISTRICT

A. The Planned Community District shall be adopted in accordance with procedures set
forth in Article 14-39, Section 14-39-6, "Rezonings." The Commission and Council
shall consider the PC "Development Plan" and "Standards Report" as part of the
rezoning application and all provisions and protocols therein set forth in Section 14-
39-6 shall apply to said "Development Plan" and "Standards Report.

At the time a PC District is approved by the City Council, the associated
"Development Plan" and "Standards Report" shall become an integral part of the
Peoria zoning regulations for the PC District established by the city on the property.
All future development within the adopted PC District shall thereafter be in conformity
with the "Development Plan and Standards Report."

14-36-6 FINDINGS

Before approval or adoption of an application for a PC District, the Planning and Zoning
Commission and the City Council shall find:

A. That the development proposed is in conformance with the General Plan.

B. That the streets and thoroughfares proposed are in conformance with the General
Plan Circulation Map and will be adequate to serve the proposed uses.

The Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council shall further find:

Article 14~36 Planned Community District
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ARTlcLE14-36 PLANNED COMMUNITY DISTRICT

1. In the case of proposed residential development, that the development will
promote compatible buildings and uses and that it will be compatible with the
character of the surrounding area, and

2. That the conceptual site locations proposed for public facilities such as schools,
fire protection, law enforcement, water, wastewater, streets, public services and
parks, are adequate to serve the anticipated population within the PC District.

other non-residential uses or mixed-uses, that such development will
appropriate in area, location and overall planning for the purpose intended.

In the case of proposed commercial industrial, institutional recreational and
be

4. That the development is fiscally sound, as demonstrated in the Cost Impact
Analysis, and is consistent with adopted policies, infrastructure plans and
applicable Capital Improvement Programs (CIP).

14-36-7 FUTURE DEVELOPMENT

Upon adoption of the PC District, the applicant may then proceed with the development
of the property in accordance with the "Standards Report" and "Development Plan" by
filing subdivision plats for any portion of the PC District in accordance with Chapter 24 of
the Peoria City Code (1977), which constitutes the City's Subdivision Regulations, or a
site plan, pursuant to Article 14-39, Section 14;39_9, "Site Plan Review" of the City's
Zoning Ordinance. Legal descriptions for each affected development unit must be
provided with subdivision plats or site plan applications. (Ord. No. 03-06)

The Planning and Zoning Commission will not take any subsequent approval action on a
project within thirty (30) days of the city Council's adoption of the PC District.

14-36-8 AMENDMENTS TO AN APPROVED pc DISTRICT

A. Amendments to the PC District "Development Plan" or "Standards Report" may be
requested by the applicant or its successors. Amendments to the approved PC
District shall be delineated as major or minor amendments. Amendments to the
approved PC "Development Plan" and "Standards Report" may be limited to one or
more "development units" and any proposed change will not affect development
units not included in the proposed amendment.

B. Upon receipt of an amendment application to the Planning Division, the Planning
Manager shall determine if the proposed amendment constitutes a major or minor
amendment.

C. Major Amendments. If the Planning Manager determines the amendment to be a
major, the amendment request shall be processed in the manner set forth in
Sections 14-36-4 &5.

D. An amendment will be deemed major if it involvesany one of the following:

1. A change in the overall PC District Boundary, or

Article 14-36 Planned Community District
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ARTICLE 14-36 PLANNED COMMUNITY DISTRICT

2. An increase in the total number of approved dwelling units or gross leasable area
(GLA) for the overall PC District, or

3. A significant change to the approximate boundary of one or more "development
unit(s)" from that approved in the PC District, as determined by the Planning
Manager. A change to an individual development unit generally shall be deemed
to be significant if it represents a ten percent (10%) increase to the approximate
gross area of the development unit as approved in the PC District.

An increase of ten percent (10%) or more of the approved number of projected
dwelling units or gross leasable area (GLA) for an individual development unit.

5. Any change in land use or density that is likely to negatively impact or burden
public facilities and utilities infrastructure as determined by the City Engineer.

6. Any change in land use or density that is likely to negatively impact or burden
circulation adjacent to the PC District or to the overall major street system as
determined by the City Engineer.

7. Any other proposed change to the "Development Plan" and/or "Standards
Report" which substantively alters one or more components of the PC District as
determined by the Planning Manager.

E. Minor Amendments. Amendments not meeting one or more of the criteria listed in
subsection (D) shall be considered minor. If the Planning Manager determines the
amendment to be minor, the Planning Manager may administratively act on the
amendment and attach stipulations or conditions of approval thereto, to protect the
public health, safety and welfare.

1. If the amendment proposes a change to the Development Plan Map, notice of
the proposed minor amendment shall be mailed to each owner of property as last
disclosed by County Assessor records, situated wholly or partly within three
hundred (300) feet of the affected development unit(s) to which the amendment
relates. For purposes of giving mailed notice, the Planning Manager shall require
the applicant to furnish the names and addresses and stamped/addressed
envelopes of  al l  af fected property owners as determined above. I f  the
amendment proposes any other change to the "Development Plan" or "Standards
Report" including but not limited to, text changes or changes to the development

of the minor amendment shall bestandards of the "Standards Report," notice
published within a newspaper of general circulation.

2. If written protest to any minor amendment is received from any notified property
owner within ten (10) days of the notification mailing date in the case of mailed
notice, or within ten (10) days of the Tina!  date of advertising in the case of
published notif ication, and such protest cannot be resolved, then the Minor
Amendment shal l  be reclassi f ied as a Major Amendment. No additional
application shall be required, however, all provisions governing Major
Amendments shall then apply.

Article 14-36 PlannedCommunity District
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3. If written protest is not received as described above, the Planning Manager shall
render a decision on the minor amendment request.
decision shall be final unless appealed under Section 14-36-9. The Planning
Manager or assigned designee shall send copies of the decision to the applicant,
interested parties of record and members of the Planning and Zoning
Commission.

The Planning Division

14-36-9 ADMINISTRATIVE DECISION APPEALS

A. An action or decision by the Planning Division on minor amendments may be
appealed by the applicant within seven (7) days from the date of the Planning
Manager's decision.

1 . Appeals shall be in writing on a form provided by the Planning Division and shall
include only the specific items being appealed.

2. The Planning Division will submit a report and any background material regarding
the appeal to the Planning and Zoning Commission for its next scheduled
meeting. Any persons associated with the action being appealed shall be
informed by the Planning Division of the date, time, and location of the appeal
hearing.

3. The Planning and Zoning Commission's decision on the appeal will be sent out
(in writing) to the applicant. The decision of the Planning and Zoning Commission
will be final, unless the applicant initiates an appeal to the City Council.

B. Appeal to Council. An action or decision by the Planning and Zoning Commission on
minor amendments may be appealed by the applicant within seven (7) calendar days
after the date of the Commission decision.

1. Appeals shall be in writing on a form provided by the Planning Division and shall
include the specific items being appealed and the nature upon which the decision
was in error.

2. The Planning Division shall transmit to the City Council a transcript, with exhibits,
of the Planning and Zoning Commission's hearing. The City Council shall review
the transcript and exhibits and may, at their discretion, hear further oral or written
comments.

3. The City Council may affirm the decision of the Planning and Zoning
Commission, or remand the matter for further proceedings before the Planning
and Zoning Commission, or reverse or modify the Planning and Zoning
Commission's decision.

14-36-10 ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

A. While ownership of a project may subsequently be transferred (in whole or in part),
PC District zoning will continue to be implemented and maintained on the total
acreage of the PC District zoned project. it is the responsibility of the owner to notify
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all prospective purchasers of the existence of the PC District and the PC
"Development Plan" and "Standards Report". It is also the responsibility of the owner
to initiate a dialogue with the Planning Manager to ensure the program of
development can be administered to comply with all of the processing time frames
and hearing schedules required.

B. In the event that the applicant has failed to comply with the conditions adopted by the
City Council in conjunction with the approved PC District and the PC "Development
Plan" and "Standards Report", the City may proceed in accordance with Section 14-
4-6B of the Peoria Zoning Ordinance.

14-36-11 DEFINITIONS

Development Unit: An approximate "subarea" within a specifically defined PC boundary
containing singular or multiple designated land use and zoning classifications. Multiple
classifications or mixed-use classifications may be permitted in the PC District in
conformance with the General Plan. A development unit in text or table format is the
same area as referenced on a map but describes the area in more specific detail. The
City Council may approve a particular definition of "subarea" or "development unit" for
any individual PC District.

Standards Report: Consists of a narrative report,
background information describing the characteristics,
proposed PC District by development unit(s). The
development unit matrix describing density, projected
zoning districts and applicable development standards.

existing conditions map and
components and timing of the
Standards Report includes a
employment, intended FAR's,

Development Plan: Is a multi-faceted development plan, organized by development unit,
demonstrating how the Standards Report will be implemented. The Development Plan
will illustrate the proposal's relationship and conformity with adjacent land uses,
circulation systems and the provision of utilities and other public services.

Article 14-36 Planned Community District 36-10
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EXECUTIVE SUMMMRY

Vistancia North is a master planned community looted within the southern
region of the Hieroglyphic Mountain Range and southwest of Lake Pleasant.
The entire property is located within the incorporated boundaries of the City of
Peoria. The property is bounded by the Cloud Road alignment on the north, the
Lone Mountain Road alignment on the south, the 163"1 Avenue alignment on the
west and the 123"' Avenue alignment on the east The total land area
comprises approximately 3,985 acres or 6.2 square miles.

The Wstaneia North property was approved as a Planned Community District
(White Peak Ranch) by the Peoria City Council on October 2, 2001. Based on
the success at the Vistanda South Planned Community District (PCD)
(immediately south of the subject property), it was determined that the White
Peak Ranch PCD required updating to incorporate the successful elements
Implemented within the Vstancia South PCD. As sud'l, this application proposes
a major amendment to the White Peak Ranch PCD, inducing fonnally changing
the name dl the PCD to Vlstanda North. The major amendment will modify the
overall land use plan, numerous master plan elements, as well as the residential
and non-residential development standards that will guide the overall
development of the PCD.

The Vistancia North PCD implements the extensive project Wsloning and
community theming process that has thoughtfully evolved through the intent
expressed by Vistanda LLC (the master developer). and will incorporate both
components and lessons learned from the successful design anddevelopment
of the Vistancia South PCD. Undertaking a similar visioning process as the
Vistancia South PCD, this project, formally known as White Peak Ranch, was
renamed Vistancia North Master Planned Community, based on its high
standards for community open spaces, amenities, trails, streetscapes, and
central community social spaces. The recommended project name recognized
the natural assets Rf the northwest Peoria region and its linkage with the
successful Wstancia South Master Planned Community.

The Vistancia North project has been designed to continue to offer a range of
housing choices, appropriately sized and located retaiVcommercial services,
linked expanses of open space and trains, as well as a minimum of 18 holes Of
golf located in Village 4. The potential exists to augment the identified 18-hole
course with an additional 18-hole course (36 holes total), depending on the
demand of the community's initial phases and the additional demand for golf
facilities. The projected population of approximately 17,200 residents will be
sewed by two elementary school sites, one are station site, and three public
neighborhood parks and two private parks as well as an extensive public natural
open space system comprised of significant natural landforms, vegetation
communities and natural wash corridors. The plan recognizes and respects the

Vlstanda nom
Planned Community District
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presence and influence of the Hieroglyphic Mountain range. As such, the plan
identifies the intended preservation of Twin Buttes and White Peak. There is
also a significant abandoned mining operation (Clementine Mine) on the
Vistanda North property, whose past operations have resulted in significant
scarring. The plan intends to rectify the scarring, improving the visual quality of
the development. In addition to the preservation of multiple peaks, the plan
vision includes the establishment of an interconnected open space network
through the preservation of steep sloped areas and primary natural wash
corridors. Lower density residential uses (i.e. Residential/Estate and
ResidentiaVLcw) have typically been located adjacent to or within proximity of
these natural features to allow for the appropriate land use transition and
sensitive integration of the natural and built environment.

Ample vehicular ingress and egress for \/estancia North will occur from the
south, principally utilizing the future Loop 303 interchanges of Jomax Road,
Westland Road and Lone Mountain Road via Vistancia Boulevard. Additionally,
El Mirage Road has been carefully planned as the major linkage among
Vistanda North, Lake Pleasant Heights and Saddlebag Heights Planned
Community Districts.

Vistancia North has been designed and will be developed in the future utilizing
an environmentally sensitive, sustainable community ethic. The end result
envisions a necklace of natural open space areas woven through the
community, enhancing connectivity of residential enclaves, commercial uses
and community gathering areas. The inclusion of one (and possibly two) 18-hole
golf courses support the openness of Vistanda North and the ability to engage
in both passive and active recreation actWes within the community. The careful
design is embodied in the provision of curvilinear street patterns which respect
the topography of the property and the approach to drainage, by retaining the
primary natural saMes to continue their historic task of draining surface water
from the area. Site planning principles that have been employed intend to orient
residences to maximize their Wew of natural drainage washes, landforms, and
significant stands of native vegetation and golf course features. The siring of
parcels that accommodate a variety of unit densities, yet compatible
architectural styles and building materials, will allow Vistancia North to continue
the image established by Vistanda South as one of the premiere housing
communities in the Northwest Valley.

Protecting more than 1,200 acres of open space, Vistancia North will allow the
natural condition to serve as the cornerstone of the substantial community
amenity program provided for its future residents and visitors. The natural open
space will be augmented path 205 acres to be dedicated as a major golf course,
and over 40 acres of public and private parks. These amenities will be linked
with over 55 miles of public and private trails affording opportunMes for walking,
jogging, hiking and bicycling that will enhance unobtrusive accessibility for alive
recreational use. Sensitively integrating the topographical characteristics of the
natural Sonoran Desert requires a careful assessment of the land use mix to
maximize the opportunities afforded by the preservation of the higher elevation
land forms, primary wash corridors and natural vegetation occurring within the

f

Vlslanda Ncrlh
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NORTH

indigenous landscape. To that end, the inclusion of a significant passive
recreation and trails component matches well with the intent for the land, and
links carefully selected sites to provide active recreation opportunities within
proximity to community residents. Utilizing technology and principles of
appropriate land stewardship allows the natural condition to mt only serve as
the defining characteristic, but also as the most valued amenity, of this
community.

To ensure that a quality community occurs, a comprehensive set of design
guidelines and Codes, Covenants and Restrictions (CCR's) have been prepared
and executed. Design guidelines will place a significant emphasis on the
preservation of the natural environment (by preserving the community drainage
network and hillside areas), the establishment of a community theme to aeate
community identity and the promotion of housing diversity.

This document is organized into five chapters and supportive appendices which
are identified and described below:

Chapter A: Location and Regional Context-Idaitifies the
characteristics of the property and an overview of the regional
improvements to serve Vistancia North with adequate facilities and
services.

Chapter B: Site Analysls-ldemifles the existing natural and intended
development to occur within Vnstanda North.

Chapter C: Master Plans-Identifies the natural determinants, land use,
cumulation. drainage, streetscape, utilities and services, development
schedule/phasing, and management and maintenance components of
Vistancia North.

Chapter D: Slope Analysls and Parcel Density Calculations-Identifies
and quantizes the existing topographical conditions and permissible
residential densities for each parcel within each of the free villages of
Vistancia North.

\

Chapter E: Regulatory Development Standards- Identifies the
applicable zoning and development parameters to ensure the creation of
a high quality living environment for Vistancia North residents.

Appendloes: Identifies and punvides the bad<ground tedmnical
documentation that supports the design and development of a successful
planned community district for Vstancia North.

vxsnanaa Nolie
Plalmed Communally District
Peoria. Arizona
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CITY OF PEORIA, ARIZONA
COUNCIL COMMUNICATION

CC: x80 Q. ¢
Amend No.

Date Prepared: August 04, 2008 Council Meeting Date: August 26, 2008

FROM:

THROUGH'

Carl Swenson\City Manager

Dan Nissen!'P.E.. Acting EngineeringDirector

MaherHazing,P.E., C.F.M., Assistant City Engineer

PREPARED BY: Lloyd Lane, SeniorEngineering Technician 4752
SUBJECT: Approve the Master Final Plat of Vistancia North Village 1 , Village 2 and

Village 3. a request made by Wstancia, LLC, a Delaware Limited Liability
Company. (Project No. R080063)

RECOMMENDATION:

Discussion and possible action to approve the Master Final Plat of Vistancia North Village 1,
Village 2 and Village 3, located north of the Central Arizona Project between the 115'*' and
135 Avenue alignment, and authorize Mayor and City Clerk to sign and record the Master
Final Plat with the Maricopa County Recorders Office, subject to the following stipulations:

1. All civil and landscape irrigation plans must be approved by the City, prior to recordation of
the Master Final Plat, unless specifically approved by the Engineering Director.

2. The Financial Assurance and Agreement lo Install for construction of the infrastructure
improvements off-site and on-site, including but not limited to water, sewer, street lights,
grading and drainage, paving, curb, gutter, sidewalk, drainage features, and signing and
striping, must be posted with the City in accordance with the City of Peoria Subdivision
Regulations, prior to recordation of the Master Final Plat.

3. All required drainage improvements upstream and downstream", as determined by the
developers engineers and as approved by the Engineering Director, for this project must be
designed, constructed, inspected and accepted by the City, prior to any occupancy.

4. in the event that the Master Final Plat is not recorded within 60 days of Council approval,
the Master Final Plat Will become void. At which time, the Developer may request re-
approval from the City, with the understanding that the City has the option of imposing
additional requirements or stipulations.

ORD. #
Loon#
Action Date

RES. #
Lac. #

CIW CLERK USE ONLY:
Cl Consent Agenda
0 Carry Over to Date*
El Approved
0 Unfinished Business (Date heard previous
D New Business
13 Public Hearing: No 4!\l:tion Taken

TO:

REV. 07/05



Council! Communication - R080063
Master Final Plat - Vistancia North Village 1, 2 & 3
August 26, 2008
Page: 2

SUMMARY:

The purpose of the Master Final Plat is to dedicate roadways and parcels for future residential
and commercial construction. This development is dedicatiNg required future rights-of-way and
is within the City of Peoria water\sewer service area.

ATTACHMENTS:

t.
2.

Master Final Plat
Vicinity Map
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MINUTES OF THE PEORIA CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF PEORIA, ARIZONA

PINE ROOM, CITY HALL
August 26, 2008

A Special Meeting and Study Session of the City Council of the City of Peoria,
Arizona was convened at 8401 West Monroe Street in open and public session
at 4:05 p.m.

Members Present: Mayor Bob Barrett, Vice Mayor Cathy Carlat,
Councilmembers Ron Aames. Joan Evans, Vicki Hunt, Carlo Leone and Dave
Pearson.

Members Absents.None

Other Municipal Officials Present: Carl Swenson, City Manager, Susan
Thorpe, Deputy City Manager, John Wenderski, Deputy City Manager, Steve
Kemp, any Attorney, Mary Jo Kier, City Clerk, Stephen Bontrager, J.P. dh la
,Montaigne, Brent Mattingly, Grady Miller, Dave Moody, Dan Nissan, Steve
Prokopek, Wynette Reed, Larry Rooney, John Scholl, Jeff Tyne, Glen Van
Nimwegen, James Mason and Rhonda Simmons.

Audience: Approximately 5 members of the public were present.

Note: The order in which items appear In the minutes reflects the order in
which the items were discussed during the meeting, which may or may not
be the order in which they appear on the agenda.

CONSENT AGENDA: All items listed with a "C" are considered to be routine or
have been previously reviewed by the city Council, and will be enacted by. one
motion. There wil l  be no separate discussion of these i tems unless a
Councilmember so requests, in which event the item will be removed from the
General Order of Business, and considered in its normal sequence on the
Agenda.

CONSENT - New Business:

Mayor Barrett asked if any Councilmember wished to have an item removed from
the Consent Agenda.

Having no requests to remove an item from the Consent Agenda for discussion,
Motion was made by Councilmember Aames, seconded by Councilmember
Hunt, to approve the consent agenda as submitted. Upon vote, the motion
carried unanimously.



,Special City Council Meeting & Study Session
August 26, 2008, 4:00 p.m.
Page 13 of 19

29C Final Plat, Sol Rio Business Park, 88th Avenue and Thunderbird Road

Approved the Final Plat of Sol Rio Business Park, located near the northwest
corner cf 88th Avenue and Thunderbird Road, subject to stipulations (Project
R080018).

30C Master Final Plat, Vistancia north, Villaqe 1. 2 and 3, Between 115th
Avenue and 135th Avenue Aliqnments

Approved the Master Final Plat of Vistancia North Village 1, 2 and 3, located
north of the Central Arizona Project between the 115th and 135th Avenue
alignment, subject to stipulations (Project R080063).

31C Condominium Plat, Plaza del Rio Condominiums, Thunderbird Road
and Plaza del Rio Boulevard

Approved the Condominium Plat for Plaza del Rio Condominiums, located south
of Thunderbird Road and west of Plaza del Rio Boulevard, subject to stipulations
(Project R080017).

32C Replat,  Lake Pleasant Promenade Commerce Park, Lot 21 Lake
Pleasant Parkway and Jomax Road

Approved the Replat of Lake Pleasant Promenade Commerce Park Lot 2,
located at the northwest corner of Lake Pleasant Parkway and Jomax Road,
subject to stipulations (Project R080030).

33C Replat, Tierra del Rio, Parcels 7 and 81 Happy Valley Parkway and
Tierra del Rio Boulevard

Approved the Replay of Parcels 7 and 8 of the Re-Plat of Tierra del Rio, located
at Happy Valley Parkway and Tierra del Rio Boulevard, subject to stipulations
(Project R060035A).

34C Amended Re-Plat,  Mack Arrowhead Phases 1,  2 and
Thunderbird Road and Loop 101

3. Lot LB,

Approved the Amended Replat of Lot LB, being Lot LB of a Re-Plat of Lot 1 for
Mack Arrowhead Phases 1, 2, & 3 recorded in Book 959 of Maps, Page 17,
records of Maricopa County Arizona, located north of Thunderbird Road and
west of Loop 101 , subject to stipulations (Project R080041).

J



Special City CouncilMeeting & Study Session.
August 26, 2008, 4:00 p.m.
Page 19 of 19

Mr. Prokopek stated that something the City will be looking at further is State
lands. When using State lands, universities are allowed to create a University
ResearCh'Park. A University Research Park allows the Board of Regents to
utilize State lands to be able to create university facilities but to be able to create
research and development facilities as well. The City is looking at this through
the healthcare cluster concept. to be able to bring together hospitals, healthcare,
manufacturing and education.

Mr. Prokopek stated the process and timelines are as follows:

\visioning - Complete
Hire Consultant - November
Identify Targeted Opportunities - March 2009
Identify Resources - July 2009
Complete Feasibility Analysis - July 2009
Develop RFI - August 2009
Solicit Universities - Ongoing

ADJOURNMENT

Being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was duly
adjourned at 6:12 p.m.

'v Bob Barrett, Mayor
ATTEST:

a Jo Kief, (my Clerk
M ) I

*

at

-n

ry

CERTIFICATION

av~*~

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the
minutes of the Special Meeting and Study Session of the City Council of Peoria,
Arizona held on the 26th day of August, 2008. I further certify that the meeting
was duly called and held and that a quorum was present.

Dated this 7th day of October, 2008.

(Seal)
I\ 'QY

24 /1444 M111
are Jo Kief, City Clerk
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E. In the case of proposed commercial, industrial, institutional,
recreationed and other non-residential uses, or mixed uses, such
development wil l  be appropriate in area, location and overal l
planning for the purpose intended.

An appropriate mix of  land uses is proposed for the Property
including sustainable amounts of  commercial ,  mixed use and
recreational uses. Theseuses are located in areas envisioned by the
approved Saddleback SAP. These locations are intended to
maximize accessibility to the site by residents.

F. The development is fiscally sound, as demonstrated in the Cost
Impact Analysis, and is consistent with adopted policies,
infrastructure plans and applicable Capital Improvement Programs.

The Saddleback Heights PC District has demonstrated in the Cost
Impact Analysis, that the project is fiscally sound.

1.1.2 PHYSICAL SEWING Ovmnvmw

Saddleback Heights is located within the City of Peoria (the "City") and is
more particularly described in Section 1.0.3 of the Overview. State Highway
74 bounds the Property on the north. The Propetrty's southern boundary is
approximately the Carefree Highway and Dove Valley Road alignments.
The eastern boundary is approximately the l 23"' Avenue (El Mirage Road)
alignment. The western boundary is the 163"' (Sarival) Avenue alignment.
Topographically, the Property is located at the southern edge of the
Hieroglyphic Mountain Range and two (2) miles to the southwest of Lake
Pleasant. It contains diverse landforms including: pristine washes, rock
outcroppings, rolling hill forms and significant ridge forms. These
topographic features create a "Sonoran" desert setting with sufficient
topographical relief to provide virtually every potential homesite with a
dramatic view of desert terrain and/or the surrounding mountain range. The
western portion of the Property is bounded on the south by a mountain range
and slopes gradually ascending northward, rising slightly in elevation as it
approaches State Highway 74. Going eastward, the Property rises firm 1,600
to 2,300 feet, consequently creating a "bowl" effect on the western 2,000
acres. The eastern portion of the Property is more undulating with
topographical relief typically varying from 1,600 to 2, 100 feet in elevation.
The majority of this portion of the Property is characterized by gradually
sloping ridges providing ideal locations for relatively low-density residential
development. The topographical relief on the Property also provides
exceptional views in all directions including views of the central

Salddlebarck Heights
Plained Community Diem°ct
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metropolitan Phoenix area, Lice Pleasant, Saddleback Mountain, the
Hieroglyphic and Bradshaw Mountains to the north, as well as the distant
Wickenburg Mountains to the West.

Saddleback Heights contains two drainage zones. The western 2,000 acres
drains westerly through a clearly identifiable wash into the Padelford wash.
The eastern and southeasterly portion of the Property drains eastward into the
Agua Fria River basin .

Saddleback Heights is a comprehensively planned community that is shaped
by the natural features of the land and designed with sensitivity toward the
appropriate preservation of existing vegetation. Saguaro cactus is abundant
and dominates the vegetation on the Property. There are also a variety of
other forms of cacti such as Barrel and Cholla. Other types of desert
vegetation include Palo Verde, Ironwood and Mesquite trees. To preserve
the vegetation, on-site grading will be kept to a minimum and protected
vegetation will be relocated as necessary. The thoughtful and deliberate
planning effort undertaken for the Property will help ensure that Saddleback
Heights will truly be a special and unique place to live.

A large portion of Saddleback Heights is planned as contiguous open space.
The majority of this open space is contained in mountainous areas, wash
corridors, and centrally located recreation areas found throughout the
Property. Many acres of open space are also distributed among open space
corddors and in the natural arroyos that are used to provide internal and
external links for the Saddleback Heights community and the nearby regional
destinations. The on-site open space network is intended to prov ide
important links to regional open space, parks, potential school site(s),
potential municipal use sites, commercial sites, and a resort site(s). Other
active recreation open space may include as many as three (3) championship
golf courses. The golf courses will be designed to integrate with the site and
will be developed as the market dictates.

The Saddleback Heights Planned Community District (the "Saddleback
Heights PC District" or the "PC District") includes a variety of single-family
residential home-sites that are linked through open space corridors, an
extensive path and trails system, and a common thematic character that
defines the Saddleback Heights community. The proposed PC District has a
maximum density of 5,409 residential dwelling units on approximately5,296
acres creating an overall gross density of approximately 1.04 dwelling unit
per acre per the city of Peoria's General Plan formula. The PC District also
includes 756 acres of State Land included in the Saddleback SAP with atonal
of786 dwelling units with a gross density ofapproximately 1.09 per the city
of Peoria's General Plan Formula. The total acreage for the PC District,

Saddleback Heights
PlannedCommunity District
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Executive Summary

Lake Pleasant Heights is situated within the southern foothills of the Hieroglyphic Mountain
Range and southwest of Lake Pleasant, within the City of Peoria. The property generally lies
between the Jog RanchRoad alignment on the north, the Lone MountainRoad alignment on the
south, the 123 and 131" Avenue alignments on the west and the 115"' Avenue alignment on
the east. The total land area is appro>dmately 3,268 acres or 5.1 square miles.

The Lake Pleasant Heights property is currently zoned SR-43 (Suburban Ranch), R1-35 (Single
Family Residential), and AG (General Agrieultural) and is entitled with an overall density of
approximately 1.0 dwelling unit per gross acre. The land use document guiding the future
development of the Lake Pleasant Heights property is the Lake Pleasant Heights Specific Area
Plan, adopted May 7, 2002 (Resolution No. 02-92) through a major General Plan Amendment
(01-04). The land use map within the Lake Pleasant Heights Specific Area Plan is the General
Plan land use recommendation for the property. A Minor Amendment to the Lake Pleasant
Specific Area Plan is concurrently being processed with the Planned Community District
Application. As a result of more detailed studies, minor changes to the current Lake Pleasant
Heights Specific Area are being proposed. These changes do not increase the overall density
or intensity of the approved Lake Pleasant Heights Specific Area Plan.

Lake Pleasant Heights is compatible with the other master planned communities in the area,
which are:

White Peak Ranch, currently being renamed\/estanciaNorth - Approximately 2.27 maximum
dwellingunits pergross acre,
VistanciaSouth, formerly knownas Lakeland village - Approximately 3.2 maximum dwelling
unitsper gross acre, and
Saddleback Heights -Approximately 1.02 dwelling units per grossacre.

The Lake Pleasant Heights project is designed to offer a broad range of housing types, as well
as retail and commercial services. An eighteen-hole golf course is proposed, along with custom
home sites. The projected population of approximately 15,264 residents will be sewed by one
elementary school, two neighborhood parks, the Big Spring passive desert environmental park
and one fire station, as well as a natural open space network

The primary ingress and egress to the Lake Pleasant Heights property will be via El Mirage
Road from the south. EI Mirage Road is planned to connect north to Highway 74 in a later
phase of the Lake Pleasant Heights development. Westland Drive is planned to provide
connections to the east to access Loop 303 and west to access white Peak Ranch (\/estancia
North).

The following action is requested of the Peoria City Council in association with the Lake
Pleasant Heights Planned Community District:

2.
3.

An ordinance approving the Planned Community District provisions of the LakePleasant
Heights Planned Community District application.
An ordinance approving the Development Agreementaddressing project infrastructure.

MinorAmendment to the Lake Pleasant Heights Specific Area Plan.

1.

Original Submittal April 23, 2003
IS Revision September 9, 2003
2nd Revision February6, 2004

3:4 Revislion December 29, 2004
40: Revision May 13, 2005

5111 Revision, June 27, 2005
6'*\ Revision, July 19, 2005
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PREFACE

PREFACE
Maricopa County recognizes that urban development will continue to change land
use patterns. The major factor in development, especially in Maricopa County, has
been significant population growth. In fact, the Arizona Department of Economic
Security projects Maricopa County will have 4.5 million people by 2020. With that
population growth it is inevitable that development will continue throughout Maricopa
County. However, the question that needs to be asked is How will that development
occur?

Maricopa County 2020 Eye to the Future, the Maricopa County Comprehensive
Plan, provides a guide for decisions concerning growth and development, and
considers strategies for addressing growth-related impacts. Among the many
strategies is the creation of scenic corridors for unique locations in Maricopa County.
The Castle Hot Springs Road area is one of these unique locations, and thus the
State Route 74 Scenic Corridor Guidelines are established to help enhance this
area's special characteristics.

STATE ROUTE 74 SCENIC CoRRlooR



Community 1990 Population* 2000 PopuIation2

Projected 2030
PopulaIjon3

% Increase over
2000 Population

Peoria 50,675 108,364 253,400 134%

Buckeye 5,038 6,537 380,600 5,722%

Surprise 7,122 30,848 395,500 1,182%

Wickenburg 4,515 5,082 16,000 214%

Maricopa County 2,122,101 3,072,149 6,140,000 100%

INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION
The northwest valley is experiencing rapid growth and development. Table 1
shows past and future population growth in the communities surrounding the
State Route 74 area .

Table 1: Population Changes

The population increases expected in this region will impact area residents.
Consequently, Maricopa County launched the study of a proposed scenic corridor
for the State Route 74 area. The scenic corridor designation will help accommodate
this growth in a way that is consistent with community recommendations. The
main factors that help promote State Route 74 as a scenic corridor include:

0

4

0

0

O

Varying topography, mountains at the east end of the corridor and flat land
at the west end

Native Sonoran Desert landscaping, including Saguaro Cactus

Prominent washes, including Trilby Wash, Morgan City Wash, IonaWash,
Big Spring Wash and smaller washes that converge into Padelford Wash,
which provide important wildlife and vegetation habitats

Lake Pleasant Regional Park, one of the major recreation areas in Maricopa
County

Unique views and characteristics that attract residents in search of a distinct
quality of life

The State Route 74 area is a unique place to live, provides many recreational
opportunities, and is considered a place of regional significance. These guidelines
have been developed to guide and enhance planning of this corridor as development
occurs. This scenic corridor study is an update to the existing Highway 74 Scenic

1 United States Census Bureau, 1990 Census
z United States Census Bureau, 2000 Census
3 Maricopa Association of Governments, Interim Projections, June 2003

•
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INTRODUCTION

Corridor found in the Maricopa County Zoning Ordinance. However, it is important
to note that this update will not be part of the Zoning Ordinance and the design
guidelines contained within this document will be policies, not regulations. The
regulations in the Zoning Ordinance will still apply.

Scenic Corridor Overview

Scenic corridors are used by cities a.nd counties throughout Arizona and the United
States as a way to highlight unique aspects of an area or region. There are four
existing scenic corridors in Maricopa County, including Carefree Highway,
Wickenburg Highway (Grand Avenue), Interstate 17, and State Route 74. Scenic
corridors, including the State Route 74 Scenic Corridor, recognize that people live
in these unique areas for their high quality of life, and are intended to highlight,
promote, and preserve an area's scenic and environmental characteristics, and help
reflect the character of the communities in which they are located. Although
"scenic" is a subjective term, for this plan it means an inherent characteristic-
existing and apparent- in the current landscape.

Based on principles outlined in the Maricopa County Comprehensive Plan, scenic
corridors emphasize public involvement and reflect the comments, ideas, and
recommendations of the public. Therefore, they give current and future residents
of an area an opportunity to voice their opinions about how future urban growth
will impact their lives, and to identify a vision, ideas, and concepts about their
region. Through design guidelines, scenic corridors also provide development criteria
that address several issues regarding how future development can help maintain
the corridor's unique character and the residents' quality of life.

In Maricopa County, scenic corridors have neither deterred nor promoted growth.
These guidelines assume that the historic pattern of urban growth and development
will continue in Maricopa County. The State Route 74 Scenic Corridor is consistent
with other scenic corridors in Maricopa County that were established ahead of
urban growth and development. For instance, growth within the Wickenburg
Highway Scenic Corridor has increased significantly, most notably with large master
planned communities. Approved and pending master planned communities in this
area will add an estimated 100,000 new residents, although additional urban
development will likely increase this estimate significantly. Therefore, these
guidelines are intended to help integrate urban growth into the community, to
minimize impacts to personal property and quality of life, and to reflect residents'
and stakeholder' recommendations.

StudyLimitations
While scenic corridors can give residents a greater say in the development of their
region, it is important to identify their limitations. Most importantly, the design

2 STATE RouTe 7 4 Scsulc Coaalook
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INTRODUCTION

guidelines are policies, not regulations, meaning they are guides for public and
private decision makers about how urban development should occur along State
Route 74. These guidelines ONLY apply to NEW residential master planned
communities, subdivisions, commercial, and industrial development. There are
other limitations as well, which are briefly discussed on the next page.

This study DOES NOT:

4

O

6

o

0

0

Prevent the sale or transfer of land- land can be bought and sold at the
discretion of the responsible parties
Prevent development of land- land can be developed in accordance with
the Maricopa County Planning and Zoning policies and regulations
Apply to existing homes, buildings, structures, etc.- only new residential
master planned communities, subdivisions, commercial, and industrial
development will be subject to the design guidelines
Apply to residential development outside of recorded subdivisions- lot
split property is exempt from these guidelines
Designate historic land or buildings- designation of historic roadways is
typically a federal process
Identify future land uses- land uses are identified in county area plans.
This project is a scenic corridor study and only provides design guidelines
for the types of new development identified earlier

STATE RouTs 74 ScEnlc Conaxoon
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BACKGRQUND AND PROCESS

BACKGROUND ANDPROCESS
Adopted in 1997, Maricopa County 2020 Eye to the Future, the Maricopa County
Comprehensive Plan, connects the importance of land use planning with available
infrastructure and services. The State of Arizona requires preparation of a
Comprehensive Plan in order to "conserve the natural resources of the county, to
ensure efficient expenditure of public funds, and to promote the health, safety,
convenience, and general welfare of the public" (A.R.S. §11-806). Maricopa County
2020 Eye to the Future seeks to create strong and vibrant communities within
Maricopa County by encouraging orderly development while creating a healthy
environment, a vibrant economy, and an efficient transportation system. The
planning process for the Comprehensive Plan was structured to emphasize public
involvement and reflect the comments, ideas, and recommendations of the public.

Included as part of the Comprehensive Plan, the Maricopa County Transportation
System Plan (TSP) evaluates regional impacts of the transportation system and
defines a comprehensive county transportation system with supporting plans,
policies, and programs. The TSP identifies State Route 74 with a scenic and
recreational overlay.4 The scenic and recreational overlay acknowledges the need
to minimize impacts to, or preserve, characteristics of the road's environment, or it
recognizes a road's importance as access to recreational facilities.5 Scenic and
recreational overlays recognize the special importance of roads for purposes other
than mobility.

The Comprehensive Plan also identifies land uses for unincorporated areas of the
county. Because the count is so large, Maricopa County utilizes Area Plans that
are developed and approved by the county and provide direction on land use
decisions and policies for specific areas based upon community involvement and
recommendations. Area plans give decision makers an understanding of how the
residents of an area wish to see development occur and where they believe different
types of development are appropriate.

The White Tank/Grand Avenue Area Plan, adopted in 2000, is the applicable Area
Plan for this area of the county over the next ten to fifteen years, and is the result
of a large scale public participation plan which included input and recommendations
from property owners and other stakeholders. The future land use plan identifies
the area covered by the State Route 74 Scenic Corridor for low density rural residential
and proposed and dedicated open space in recognition of the area's scenic beauty,
but also recognizes that private land owners and the State Land Department have
the right to develop their respective lands.6 New growth will be accommodated in

4 Maricopa County 2020 Eye to the Future, Transportation System Plan, Figure 8, pg. 30
5 Maricopa County 2020 Eye to the Future, Transportation System Plan, pg. 24
s White Tanks/Grand Avenue Area Plan, PQ- 20

STATE RouT£ 74 ScEnlc Confuoon 5



BACKGROUND AND PROCESS

a manner that is consistent with the plan's policies for protecting public health and
safety, and for coordinating with available urban infrastructure and services. The
plan's implementation program identifies long and short-term measures that can
help implement the citizen driven goals, objectives, and policies. One of the
implementation measures identified is the updating of existing scenic corridors,
such as State Route 74.7 .

Public Participation

9

4

To guide the process of formulating the State Route 74 Scenic Corridor guidelines,
the Maricopa County Planning and Development Department identified several
stakeholder groups, each of which provided unique perspectives on how these
guidelines should be structured, what they should include, and what they should
achieve. A group of public and private stakeholders was invited to comment on
the draft guidelines and provide their unique insight on issues in this area that
affect their organizations. Organizations invited to participate include the following
groups listed on the next page:

4 us Bureau of Land Management

o Arizona State Land Department

Q Arizona State Historic
Preservation Office

4 Arizona Attorney General's
Office

o

4

0
0

o

O

o

4

6

o
4

0
O

0

0 4

Q

Maricopa County Parks and
Recreation Department

Maricopa County Department of
Transportation

Luke Air Force Base

Home Builders Association of
Central Arizona

Morristown Elementary School
District

Peoria Unified School District

City of Peoria Planning Division

City of Peoria Engineering
Division

Circle City/Morristown Volunteer
Fire Department

Castle Hot Springs Community
Area Association

Whispering Sands

Various property owners
o

Arizona Game and Fish
Department

Arizona Department of
Transportation

Arizona Department of
Commerce

Maricopa Association of
Governments

Flood Control District of
Maricopa County

Maricopa County Sheriff's Office

Maricopa County Environmental
Services Department

Maricopa County Department of
Emergency Management

7 White Tanks/Grand Avenue Area Plan, Table 18 - Action Plan, pg. 73
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BACKGROUND AND PROCESS

Another group of stakeholders included property owners and residents of the
study area. To solicit their input, recommendations, and ideas, Maricopa County
hosted two public meetings. An initial public meeting was held April 28, 2005 at
the Morristown Elementary School to introduce the study to residents. Invitations
announcing the meeting dates, times, and locations were sent to over 100 property
owners in the study area, and meeting notices were published in the Wickenburg
Sun newspaper At this meeting, staff provided information on the study's purpose
and what it will achieve, anticipated future urban growth along State Route 74 and
the surrounding area, and the impact that other county scenic corridors have had
on urban growth. Presentations were provided by county staff and attendees
were given questionnaires to solicit additional input.

A second public meeting with property owners and residents was held on February
15, 2006. Prior to this meeting, property owners and residents were sent a copy
of Draft 1 of the State Route 74 Scenic Corridor Guidelines and given the opportunity
to respond with comments. At the meeting, county staff presented proposed
policies, and attendees were given the opportunity to ask questions and give
recommendations. Attendees were also given questionnaires to provide any
additional comments.

Study Boundary

The boundaries of the State Route 74 Scenic Corridor extend V4-mile on each side
of the centerline of State Route 74 in Maricopa County (Figure 1). In discussions
with agencies, residents, and stakeholders, Maricopa County provided information
on the widths of other scenic corridors in the County; for example, the Wickenburg
Scenic Corridor extends 2 miles on each side of the highway, while the Carefree
Highway extends a quarter-mile. Based on this analysis and discussions, it was
determined that a quarter-mile boundary would be most appropriate, since this is
the area where future growth will most impact State Route 74.

The scenic corridor is only applicable to unincorporated areas of Maricopa County.
To help promote greater regional coordination and cooperation in this area, Maricopa
County extended an invitation to the City of Peoria to participate in this effort. For
those portions that have been incorporated, the city of Peoria previously established
a specific area plan that guides development along the highway within their
jurisdiction .

STATE ROUTE 74 Scztuc CoRRlnoR 7
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RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS

RESEARCH AND AnAI.ysls
ExistingPlans

There are other existing plans that guide development along State Route 74. For
example, The Lake Pleasant Parkway Corridor Specific Area Plan was prepared in
March 2000 and later adopted by the city of Peoria. Its boundaries include those
portions of Peoria that are 1/4-mile on either side of the centerline of State Route 74
from Lake Pleasant Rd. on the east to the City's western limits. Like the County's
scenic corridor guidelines, it is intended to protect, preserve and enhance the
existing natural environmental qualities of the corridor to the maximum extent
possible, while providing for economic development opportunities. Although the
policies outlined in Peoria's plan are not identical to those found later in these
scenic corridor guidelines, the two documents are intended to compliment one
another The benefit is a consistent set of design guidelines that extend along the
entire stretch of State Route 74.

Another plan impacting development along State Route 74 is the SR 74 Access
Management Study Final Report, which was published by URS Corporation in
November 2003 for the Arizona Department of  Transportation (ADOT) in
cooperation with other governmental agencies and stakeholders, including the
Maricopa County Department of Transportation (MCDOT). The report seeks to
implement access management principles that will control access to adjacent land
uses, minimize the number of access points, minimize vehicle, pedestrian and
bicycle conflicts; allow for safe lane changes and speed transitions, provide for the
smooth transition of traffic from one roadway to another, and provide for uniform
speeds on the highway. Maricopa Association of Governments' (MAG) Regional
Transportation Plan (RTP) prepared in November 2003 designated State Route 74
as a corridor for right-of-way protection to support future widening of the roadway,
but intentionally left open for discussion whether State Route 74 would ultimately
be constructed as an expressway or freeway. State Route 74 is envisioned in
ADOT's access management study as a fully access controlled freeway with access
limited to future interchange locations. The study also identilWes where ADOT is
expecting future roadway connections to be located, including a freeway spur that
would link State Route 74 with State Route 303L (Estrella Freeway) near Lake
Pleasant Parkway. The location of these interchanges and access points, along
with the other recommendations contained in the study, will inf luence the
implementation of the scenic corridor guidelines.

Existing Zoning and Land Use

The scenic corridor includes mostly unincorporated areas along State Route 74,
the majority of which is land administered by the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) and the Arizona State Land Department, but also includes some areas under

STATE ROUTE 74 ScEnic Cokamon 11



RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS

private ownership (Figure 2). These unincorporated areas are located within either
the Rural-190 or Rural-43 zoning districts, both of which allow residential uses,
although limited to one dwelling unit per lot and minimum lot sizes of 190,000 sq-
ft. (approximately 4.4 ac.) and one acre respectively, as well as some recreational
and institutional uses. In the western section of the scenic corridor, Rural-43
zoning is found along approximately the first seven miles of State Route 74, with
Rural-190 zoning along the remainder of the road until it reaches the city limits of
Peoria. There is also a portion of the scenic corridor that remains unincorporated
on the north side of State Route 74 between the Bullard Ave. and Dysart Rd.
alignments, which is zoned Rural-190. The predominant land uses along the
roadway include mostly vacant open space with some rural residential uses in the
western part of the study area. Near the eastern portion of the scenic corridor,
there are several large planned communities within the city of Peoria located near
the Lake Pleasant Regional Park (Figure 3).

Ownership

A large portion of the land in the study area is under the jurisdiction of the U.S.
Bureau of Land Management (Figure 2). The mission of the BLM is to sustain the
health, diversity and productivity of the public lands for the use and enjoyment of
present and future generations, and they are currently responsible for approximately
262 million acres of land in the western United States.8 The BLM has the option to
dispose of public lands, and the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976
identifies criteria used to distinguish land for disposal. Land identified for disposal
typically falls into one of these categories:9

4

9

4

Scattered and isolated tracts that are difficult or uneconomical to manage,

Tracts acquired by the BLM for a speci19c purpose that are no longer needed
for that purpose, or

Land where disposal will serve important public objectives, such as community
expansion and economic development.

Land acquisitions for Vistancia, Saddleback Heights, and Lake Pleasant Heights,
residential developments in north Peoria, were part of a BLM land trade that added
land to the Saguaro National Monument near Tucson. Currently there are several
parcels of land west of the project boundary that BLM has identified for disposal.

The Arizona State Land Department is also a large land administrator in the project
area (Figure 2). State Trust Land is sold as a way for the Trust to raise money for
beneficiaries. There is currently just over 9.2 million acres of Trust land in Arizona .
There are 14 beneficiaries of the State Trust Land, including Common Schools (K-

s United States Bureau of Land Management.
9 united States Bureau of Land Management.

http://www.blm.gov/nhp/facts/index.htm, 2005.
http://www.blm.gov/nhp/faqs/faqs2.htm#6b, 2005.
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12), holding 87% of the Trust Land, various school and university grants, hospital
grants, penitentiary grants, and county bond grants. All sales of State Trust land
must be in accordance with the State's mandate to ensure the highest and best use
of the land in order to maximize revenues to the beneficiaries. Therefore, lands
intended for residential uses are typically sold and lands intended for commercial
uses are typically leased. In Fiscal Year 2002-2003, the department had 17 land
sale auctions with a total selling price of over $127 million.10 For example, Camino
a Lago, a residential development in the City of Peoria, was built on former State
Trust Land. Much of the Trust land in Maricopa County is in the northern portion of
the county.

Vegetation and Wildlife"

The plant communities adjacent to the Castle Hot Springs corridor are associated
with the Arizona Upland of the Sonoran Desert. Vegetation most often appears as
scrubland or low woodland leguminous trees, such as the Foothill Palo Verde.
Ironwood, mesquites, and Cat-claw Acacia also can be found in abundance, as well
as many varied cacti, including Cane Cholla, Staghorn Cholla, Teddy Bear Cholla,
Saguaro, Senita, Fishhook Pinchusion, and Fish-hook Barrel Cactus. Shrubs include
Creosote Bush, Whitehorn Acacia, Ocotillo, Jojoba, Desert Hackberry, and Fairy
Feather Duster

The sloping plains and mountainous areas of the Arizona Upland support a diverse
group of mammals such as the Desert Mule Deer, Javelin, California Leaf-nosed
Bat, California Myotis, Black-tailed Jackrabbit, Desert Cottontail, Arizona Pocket
Mouse, Cactus Mouse, White-throated Wood Rat, Gray Fox, and the Harris Antelope
Squirrel. Fairly close proximity to water sources such as Lake Pleasant, the
Hassayampa River, and numerous springs and stock tanks supports abundant birdlife,
including the Harris Hawk, White-winged Dove, Inca Dove, Elf Owl, Wied's Crested
Flycatcher, Curve-billed Thrashed; and the Cactus Wren. Lizards and snakes, such
as the Regal Horned Lizard, Western Whiptail, Gila Monster, Arizona Glossy Snake,
Arizona Coral Snake, and Tiger Rattlesnake, also are found in the Arizona Upland
.of the Sonoran Desert.

Historic and Visual Resources

The State Route 74 Scenic Corridor study area includes many natural features.
Washes include Trilby Wash, Morgan City Wash, Iona Wash, Big Spring Wash and
smaller washes that converge into Padelford Wash, which provide important wildlife
and vegetation habitats. Mountainous areas near the western part of the study
area include the Shirttail Hills, Hieroglyphic Mountains, and Black Mountains. Peaks
in these mountain chains include Baldy Mountain, Cholla Mountain, Saddleback
10 Arizona State Land Department, Annual Report 2002-2003
11 Brown, David E. (ed.). (1994) Biotic Communities of the Southwestern United States and Northwest-
ern Mexico. Salt Lake city, UT: University of Utah Press.
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Mountain, and Pike's Peak. Located along Castle Hot Springs Road in Yavapai
County is the Castle Hot Springs Resort. Between 1895 and 1940 the resort was
the winter playground for many wealthy and famous people due to its beautiful
location and hot springs. The resort is now closed to the public due to a devastating
fire in 1976. The Castle Hot Springs Resort was added to the National Register of
Historic Places in 1991. Although not located within the scenic corridor, it affects
traffic patterns, because State Route 74 is the only major road that connects to
both ends of Castle Hot Springs Road.

Parks and Trails

The Lake Pleasant Regional Park, located northeast of the study boundary, is a
major recreational destination within the county. Lake Pleasant is over 10,000
acres in size and offers activities such as camping, boating, fishing, swimming,
hiking, picnicking, and wildlife viewing. Proximity to this major recreational location
increases traffic on State Route 74, particularly in the eastern portion of the scenic
corridor located within the City of Peoria. Approved by the Board of Supervisor's
in 2004, the Maricopa Trail is a collection of trails, paths, paths along canals and
natural corridors under the jurisdiction and control of many agencies throughout
the Phoenix metropolitan area. The State Route 74 Scenic Corridor contains land
designated for a portion of the Maricopa Trail system along Trilby Wash. Although
not located within the scenic corridor, the 9,300 acre Hells' Canyon Wilderness is
nearby. It straddles the Yavapai County and Maricopa County line and is administered
by the BLM.

Future Growth

Future growth along State Route 74 and in the immediate area is expected to be
significant. Projections identify that the Town of Buckeye will have over 380,000
residents by 2030,12 over a 5,700% increase from their year 2000 population of
6,537.13 The City of Peoria is expected to increase from a year 2000 population of
108,36414 to over 253,000 in 2030.15 The city of Surprise is expecting a 1182%
increase in population over their year 2000 population, for a 2030 population of
almost 396,000.16 Wickenburg is expecting a 214% population growth over the
next 25 years.17

In unincorporated Maricopa County there are four large approved or pending master
planned communities in the area (Figure 3). Located north of the us 60 near
Wittmann, is Sunhaven Ranch. Approved by the Board of Supervisors in 2003,

Hz Maricopa Association of Governments, Interim Projections, June 2003
13 United States Census Bureau, Census 2000
14 United States Census Bureau, Census 2000
is Maricopa Association of Governments, Interim Projections, June 2003
is Maricopa Association of Governments, Interim Projections, June 2003

17 Maricopa Association of Governments, Interim Projections, June 2003
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this project includes various residential densities, commercial, and industrial land
uses. This development will add over 9,000 homes on just over 2,100 acres. If
approved, Walden Ranch, located south of the US 60 near Wittman, will add 5,600
residents to the area on just over 500 acres. Marisol Ranch, located at 155th
Avenue and Dove Valley, was approved in 2003 and will add over 1,880 dwelling
units to the area on 634 acres. Broadstone Ranch (previously known as Copper
Mountain Ranch), located on us 60 just south of Circle city, is 2,926 acres and, if
approved, will add approximately 10,000 dwelling units, adding over 27,000 new
residents to the area. Combined, these projects alone will add almost 25,000
residential units and approximately 60,000 people to the area. Further growth and
development is expected in the future.

The Board of Supervisors also approved a plan amendment to the White Tank/
Grand Avenue Area plan in December z004 that will allow greater residential
density on land north of the State Route 74. This case was in direct relation to a
privately held parcel of land, almost 5,000 acres, near 211th Avenue and State
Route 74. Since approval of the plan amendment, developers have applied for a
master planned community on this parcel, named Lake Pleasant 5000. This
development proposes 9,800 dwelling units and approximately 22,500 residents.

The city of Peoria has four major residential developments near the planning area
(Figure 3). Saddleback Heights, located south of State Route 74 between Cotton
Lane and Litchfield Road, is situated on approximately 6,000 acres and is expected
to have nearly 6,200 dwelling units. Lake Pleasant Heights, east of Saddleback
Heights, is 3,267 acres and will have approximately 5,400 dwelling units. Quintero,
located in between the two ends of the study area, has 283 dwelling units on over
800 acres of land. Vistancia North, located south of Saddleback Heights, is 3,118
acres and over 9,356 dwelling units.

The northern portion of the Town of Buckeye, southwest of the planning area, is
comprised of the Festival Ranch development. In total, Festival Ranch encompasses
over 10,000 acres. One portion of the development in Festival Ranch is called Sun
City Festival. This development will be similar to other age restricted communities
in Maricopa County. Sun city Festival will have over 13,000 dwelling units on
3,700 acres. It is unknown at this point how the rest of Festival Ranch will be
developed.

Figure 3 shows the locations of these master planned communities in relation to
the State Route 74 Scenic Corridor Future urban development is likely in the
future throughout the region, including near State Route 74
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DESIGN GUIDELINES
4

These guidelines are based on recommendations from area residents and
stakeholders to help mitigate the future impacts that urban growth will have on the
corridor area. As a result, residents, stakeholders, and Maricopa County helped
identify guidelines for the following issues.

Q

0

4

4

o

4

0

0

Landscaping, including vegetation types and densities

Natural habitats, such as washes and wildlife migration corridors

Character/Identity, which varies along the roadway from east to west

Building height, which impacts viewsheds

Lighting, including streets, security and advertisements

Signs, including residential monument signs and advertisements

Perimeter fencing, for residential subdivisions, commercial, and industrial
developments

Miscellaneous, for other topics not discussed in other sections

These design guidelines are only applicable to new residential subdivisions, master
planned communities, commercial development, and industrial development. These
guidelines are policies, not regulations, and they do not supersede the Maricopa
County Zoning Ordinance.

1. Landscape

Landscaping is considered an important part of scenic corridors, and the diversity
of vegetation along State Route 74 is part of what makes this area unique.
Landscaping can provide wildlife habitat, a sense of open space, and a buffer
between incompatible land uses. Residents expressed an interest in using landscaping
to help enhance future urban development, and to help it blend into the surrounding
area. Therefore, new, applicable development is encouraged to adhere to the
following guidelines for landscaping.

1.1 A plant survey and salvage plan should be submitted at the time of
platting or precise plan submission.

1.2 New, applicable development should provide landscape plan(s) as part
of development applications

1.3 Existing native vegetation should be retained in place to the greatest
extent possible, except to provide proper sight distance

STATE RouT£ 74 SCENIC Con rook
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1.4 Where native plants must be removed, encourage transplantation of
salvaged plants on site, in accordance with the salvage plan.

1.5 Plant species and densities should be consistent with the surrounding
landscape character of the specific location.

1.6 Encourage native landscaping to reduce the visibility of commercial and
industrial structures and blend with the natural land cover

1.7 Native granular soils should be maintained as a top dressing on all
landscape areas to provide a consistent, desirable character.

1.8 Where appropriate, new landscaping should compliment existing
indigenous vegetation through the use of xeriscape design principles
and water conservation irrigation. Discourage use of invasive and non-
native plant species except in identified recreation or park areas.

1.9 Landscaping materials should blend with the native vegetation in mature
height and plant form at the time of planting.

2. Natural Habitats
Sensitive areas, such as washes and areas of known historic significance, which
serve an important purpose, should be preserved to the greatest extent possible.

2.1 Washes should be kept in their natural state or re-vegetated if previously
disturbed.

2.2 Prior to the issuance of zoning clearances, an archaeological survey should
be conducted with exceptions granted by the State Historic Preservation
Office.

2.3 Encourage developers and recreational users to adopt segments of the
road for trash collection and educational programs.

3. Character/Identity
Residents and proper owners expressed an interest in maintaining their quality of
life, the natural beauty, and quiet charm of the area. New applicable development
is encouraged to blend with these qualities.

3.1 Encourage the use of open space buffers along State Route 74 and
between incompatible land uses to help mitigate impacts. Berms or
landscaping can provide a buffer or transition.

22
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3.2 Discourage new development on 15% or greater slopes.

3.3 Development styles within the corridor boundary should ref lect a
southwestern style, and the Sonoran desert region.

3.4 Buildings and other structures are encouraged to adapt to the terrain in
placement and appearance to avoid excessive cuts and fills.

4. Building Height

Building height is an important consideration because it can impact views and the
amount of natural light available to surrounding property, Development will be
visible in the scenic corridor but should blend with the surrounding area to help
preserve the views that support the area's character and quality of life. Building
height is encouraged to meet the following guidelines.

4.1 For new residential development in subdivisions and master planned
communities within 500 feet of the centerline of State Route 74, encourage
building height to be limited to a single story and 20 feet in height, and
limited to 30 feet in height from 500 feet to one-quarter mile of centerline.

4.2 For new applicable commercial development, encourage building height
to be limited to 30 feet within 500 feet of the center line of State Route
74 and limited to 40 feet from 500 feet to one-quarter mile of the center
line. Development should be limited to two stories. New commercial
development adjacent to any rural or residential zoning district should
be limited to 20 feet in height within 100 feet of the property line and
provide a landscape buffer.

4.3 For new applicable industrial development, encourage building height to
be limited to 30 feet within the State Route 74 Scenic Corridor. New
industrial development adjacent to any rural or residential zoning district
should be limited to 20 feet in height within 100 feet of the property line
and provide a landscape buffer.

5. Lighting

Lighting is important for community safety and protection. For pedestrians,
automobiles, commercial businesses, and homeowners, lighting provides real and
perceived safety. The intent of these guidelines is to promote a safe community,
yet limit the impacts that lighting has on surrounding properties. Therefore,
applicable development will be encouraged to meet the following lighting guidelines.
Applicable lighting will include parking lot lighting, security lighting, and any other
lighting source, freestanding or affixed to walls if mounted higher than ten feet in

STATE RouT'r: 74 Scetuc Comma 23
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new residential subdivisions, master planned communities, commercial, or industrial
development.

5.1 Discourage the use of neon-type lighting, except for where appropriate
for street lighting .

5.2 Street lighting should be limited to the minimum height necessary to
help minimize glare and reflected light levels. New street lighting within
the scenic corridor should be evaluated on a case-by-case basis.

5.3 To help minimize nighttime glare, encourage the use of muted or low
level lighting. Street, security, and other prominent light sources should
be directed downward .

5.4 Parking lot lighting and security lighting should not exceed 18 feet in
height.

6. Signs

To help maintain the character of State Route 74, new signs are encouraged to
follow the guidelines below. These guidelines apply to freestanding. signs and
those attached to structures in new residential subdivisions, master planned
communities, commercial, or industrial development. All new road, directional,
and traffic signs will be allowed at the discretion of the Arizona Department of
Transportation or Maricopa County Department of Transportation and should adhere
to their standards.

6.1 Encourage the use of non-reflective surfaces for new commercial and
monument signs, except for directional, regulatory, and other signs
necessary for public safety.

6.2 New billboards are discouraged inside the State Route 74 Scenic Corridor.
All signs, other than those intended for temporary purpose, should be
compatible with the surrounding area.

6.3 Non-illuminated commercial signs (freestanding and wall mounted) should
be no greater than twelve feet in height and no greater than 36 square
feet.

6.4 Illuminated commercial signs should be no greater than ten feet in height
and no greater than 24 square feet.

24 STATE RowT£ 74 ScsuIc Connloon
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6.5 Commercial and industrial wall mounted signs: encourage no more than
one sign per street frontage.

6.6 Signs elevated by a single pole are discouraged. Freestanding signs should
be monument type and rural in character.

6.7 Signs should be consistent with the architectural treatment of the primary-
use building and overall character of the site.

6.8 Monument signs are encouraged to have a landscaped area located
adjacent to its base.

7. Fencing

Fencing can impede views and reduce the sense of open space. To limit these
impacts, the following fencing guidelines should be followed for new residential
subdivis ions,  master p lanned communit ies,  commercia l,  and industr ia l
developments, except where noted.

7.1 View fencing is encouraged for residential subdivisions. Fencing for
industrial and commercial development is subject to the Maricopa County
Zoning Ordinance.

7.2 Encourage fencing that does not interfere with public views.

7.3 Perimeter fences and walls should be constructed of materials that will
compliment the surrounding scenic resources and, where feasible, be
combined with u obstructing landscaping.

7.4 Straight, uninterrupted walls should not exceed 150 feet in length. Walls
greater than 150 feet in length should be staggered or undulating.

7.5 Perimeter fences and walls should be limited to 6 feet in height as
measured from grade. CMU (non-interlocking) finished with rounded
edges, integral colored or painted adobe, and/or native stone work are
preferred materials for walls.

7.6 Chain link fence is discouraged.

8. Miscellaneous

The following section addresses various design features, such as screening, utilities,
accessory structure, color, and other issues not addressed elsewhere. Again, these
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are applicable to new residential subdivisions, master planned communities,
commercial and industrial development.

8.1 Service entries along State Route 74 are discouraged.

8.2 Mechanical equipment should be ground mounted and fully screened. If
roof mounted equipment is required it should be fully screened to the
tallest piece of equipment. Screening should be integrated with building
design and the surrounding area.

8.3 New utility lines should be located underground, except 69kv or greater
electric transmission lines.

8.4 Retaining walls and other erosion control devices should be constructed
of natural materials whenever possible and should, to the maximum
extent possible, be designed and sited so as not to detract from the
scenic quality of the area and not impede wildlife movement.

8.5 Screening should be architecturally compatible with primary structures
and the surrounding area.

8.6 Trash containers, loading docks, transformers, and large mechanical and/
or electrical equipment should be screened from view with~materials
and/or colors that are compatible with primary structures.

8.7 Building colors should be muted and compatible with the surrounding
area to reduce visual contrast, heat gain, and reflective glare.

8.8 Accessory structures should match the style and appearance of the
principal building.

8.9 Reflective glass is discouraged.

8. 10 Vehicle entrances and exits to any new development should be limited to
a single point, except if traffic studies demonstrate that additional access
points are necessary. Encourage the use of shared driveways and parking
for commercial development wherever possible.

8.11 At least twenty percent of the surface areas of commercial parking lots
should be landscaped with native vegetation, not including perimeter
landscaping. Landscaping should involve shading to help reduce heat
absorption.
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8.12 Parking lots should be designed in groupings no larger than 200 spaces.
Larger lots should be divided by buildings, plazas, or significant landscaped
areas oriented for pedestrian use.

8.13 Encourage wireless communication facilities, such as cell towers, to blend
with the surrounding environment.

8.14 Trails and trail access should be preserved to encourage appropriate
recreational uses.
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SUMMARY

SUMMARY
It is likely that urban growth eventually will occur along State Route 74, which will
present residents and stakeholders with important changes to their lifestyles.
Mitigating the potential impacts of urban growth will continue to be a high priority
for Maricopa County. Because these guidelines reflect the recommendations of
residents and other stakeholders, they provide a unique opportunity for these
residents and stakeholders to participate in the future growth and development of
their area .
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Images

2.1 Example of a wash in the study

1.5 Examples of plant species and
density found along the corridor.

3.3 Example of southwestern style
development.

4 1

5.3 Example of' parking lot lighting
directed downward.

6.6 The use of signs elevated by a
single pole is discouraged.

STATE ROUTE 74 Scmlc Connloon 31



APPENDICES

6.8 An example of landscaping
around the base of a monument
sign.

7.5 Example of preferred finish on
perimeter fence.

..|.

7.1 Examples of residential view
fences.
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8.6 An example of a trash container
enclosure that is architecturally
compatible wi th the primary
structure.

8.10 Example of parking lot
landscaping.
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MARICOPA counTy ZONING ORDINANCE

*1 I Added 8-1-91 *2 I Effective 9-2208

ARTICLE 10D9.1. PURPOSE: The Highway 74 Scenic Corridor Overlay Zoning District
establishes criteria that encourage preservation of the natural and cultural
landscape and its scenic quality along Highway 74. The specific purpose of
this Overlay Zoning District is to:

1. Protect scenic land and associated views and viewsheds of natural,
cultural and visual resources along Highway 74, while also
recognizing the legitimate expectations of property owners and the
County's overall land use and economic needs and goals.

z. Preserve Upper Sonoran Desert and hillside landforms to the greatest
extent feasible for the benefit of residents, visitors and as an
economic resource to Maricopa County in tourism and recreation
activities.

3. protect designated recreational areas, such as regional parks, by
minimizing any potentially negative impacts from adjacent
development.

Encourage innovative and sensitive planning, high quality design and
construction techniques for development along Highway 74.

5. Encourage safe and efficient traffic flow along Highway 74.

6. Enhance the economic, social and physical living environment for the
residents.

ARTICLE 1009.2. GENERAL PROVISIONS:

1. The Highway 74 Scenic Overlay Zoning District is comprised of all
land sao feet from each side of the centerline of the Highway 74
right-of-way, from the east boundary line of Section 30, Township 6
North, Range 1 East, Gila and Salt River Base Meridian to the west
boundary line of Section 17 of Township 6 North, Range 3 West, Gila
and Salt River Base and Meridian.

2. Properly divided by the Overlay Zone boundary is regulated by the
district standards only for that segment of the property within the
zone.

4.
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ARTICLE 1009.3. PERMI1TED USES: Uses permitted are those allowed by the primary
zoning district with which the Scenic Corridor Overlay Zoning District is
combined unless prohibited herein.

AR1'ICLE 1009.4. STANDARDS: In addition to the standards of the underlying zone district,
the following standards shall apply: *2

Height Regulations:

For residential uses, to feet within 250 feet of the centerline
of Highway 74 and 30 feet from 250-500 feet of the
centerline of Highway 74.

b. For nonresidential uses, 20 feet within 250 feet of the
centerline of Highway 74 and 33 feet f rom 250-500 feet of
the centerline of Highway 74.

2. Slopes: In addition to the standards in Chapter 12, Section
1201. (Hillside Development Standards), the following standards shall
apply:

SLOPE
GRADIENT

o to 5 °/o
5 to 15°/o
15 °/o +

PERCENTAGE OF PROPER1Y TO

REMAIN NATURAL OR TO BE

REVEGETATED
2 5 ° / o
4 5 ° / o
65° / o

a . In locating required natural areas, attention shall be given to
preservation of washes and significant natural features on the
property and should be incorporated into the drainage plan.

3. Setback from Highway74: Within the Corridor area, all
structures, fences, parking areas and other improvements except
driveways and signs, shall be setback an average of 75 feet and a
minimum of 50 feet from the property line to allow an undulating
rather than a linear setback and to accommodate the unique terrain
and natural features of the site. Existing vegetation within the
required setback shall be preserved with the exception of the
driveway. Additional vegetation, if provided, shall be native
vegetation indigenous to the Upper Sonoran Desert.

1.

a .
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4. Screening:All uses shall comply with the following screening
standards:

a. All service and outside storage areas shall be screened from
public rights-of-way not less than the height of equipment to
be screened. Screening shall consist of a solid decorative wall
six feet in height to conceal trash containers, loading docks,
transformers and other mechanical and/or electrical
equipment.

b. All mechanical rooftop equipment must be screened to the
height of the tallest equipment and/or integrated with the
building design.

Access: The number of access points to Highway 74 from any one
development within the corridor zone shall be limited to one driveway
except as follows:

a. A traffic impact study demonstrates the need for additional
driveways due to traffic conditions, and

b. The governmental jurisdiction concurs with that study and
then allows additional driveways as required.

Signs: The sign regulations are as provided in Chapter 14,
Section 1406.2. hereof.

Parking: 5% of all surface parking area for non-residential
development shall be landscaped with native vegetation indigenous
to the Upper Sonoran Desert. Perimeter landscaping shall not be
included in the 5 % and shall not be counted towards the
requirements of Chapter 11, Section 1102.

8. Archaeological Survey: Prior to the issuance of Zoning Clearance,
an archaeological survey shall be required for all development with
exceptions granted by the State Historic Preservation Officer.

9. L/yhting: Low level lighting is encouraged. All on-site lighting shall
be shielded so as to not illuminate any area outside of the site. The
source of light shall not exceed 18 feet in height. All outdoor
lighting shall conform to Chapter 11, Section 1112. of the Maricopa
County Zoning Ordinance.

6.

5.

7.
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10. Architectural Design: All developments shall select materials and
colors that are muted and compatible with the desert environment
and help reduce visual contrast, heat gain and glare. Design features
are to be included on all sides of a building.

11. Density Eonus: To encourage areas of no development within the
Corridor, a transfer of density for residential development equal to
twice the base zoning will be allowed in property outside and
adjacent to the non-developed portion of the property (when the
development proposes no development within t:he Corridor). To
receive the density bonus, a non-development easement agreement
must be prepared and submitted as part of an accompanying
rezoning request for increased density. Upon approval of the
increased density request, the easement shall be recorded prior to
zoning clearance.

12. Environmental Evaluation: For t:hose projects not guided by the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, a request for a habitat
and special status species evaluation shall be made by the developer
to the Arizona Game and Fish Department with information
forwarded within 45 days to the appropriate County agency.
Mitigation and protection measures based on the evaluation shall be
reviewed by staff and incorporated into the recommendation to the
Commission with final action by the Board of Supervisors.

13. Utilities:Utility lines shall be located underground.

*1 I 6-6-94 *2 I 9-22-08
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Arizona Scenic Roads
,f

l l Kavenla
Monum/nent Valley

Scenic Road

Fredonia- Vermilion Cli
Scenic Road
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Flat Mesa Rock
Scenic Road

Kaibab Plateau
North Rim Parkway
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Navajo Mountain
Scenic Road
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San Francisco
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Dine' Tab
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Scenic Road
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& Cottonwood
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Dry Creek
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Creek Canyon
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' R '
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Scenic Road While River

Nic Rom

|» Desert to
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Apache Trail
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Mountain

Scenic Road

Coronado Trail
Scenic Road

Pine/
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. Trail
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Classification

Historic

Parkway

Scenic

Sonoila
Scenic

I Road{_

0

I

20 6 0 8 0

I

0

I

9 0
I

1 2 0

I

40
l

Miles
30 60

I
Kilometers

l

l l
Arizona Department of Transportation

Intermodal Transportation Division

Environmental & Enhancement Group
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City of Peoria
City Manager 's 0j7iee

8401 West Monroe Street, Peoria, Arizona 85345
Phone: 623-773-7300 Fax: 623-773-7309

September 5, 2008
Via E-Mail and Reqular Mail

Director (21 O)
Attention: Brenda Hudgens-Williams
P.O. Box 66538
Washington, D.C. 20035
Brenda_Hudgens-WilIiams@blm.gov

Re: Protest to the Agua Fria National Monument and Bradshaw-Harquahala
Proposed Resource Management Plan and Final Environmental Impact
Statement, June 2008 (the "RMP") ,

Dear Director:

Pursuant to 43 CFR § 1610.5-2, the City of Peoria, Arizona ("Peoria") submits this
protest to the above-referenced RMP. Following the format prescribed by regulations,
Peoria provides the following information:

(i) Name:

Address:

Telephone:
Interest:

Carl Swenson, City Manager
City of Peoria, Arizona
8401 West Monroe Street
Peoria, Arizona 85345
(623) 773-7300
As the City Manager for Peoria, Mr. Swenson is responsible for
overseeing the day-to-day administrative operations of the
municipal government. As described in the RMP,' Peoria was a
participant in the RMP planning process because BLM sought
Peoria's input during the development of the RMP. Peoria's
interests may be adversely affected by the RMP because a portion
of the land governed by the RMP is within the Peoria city limits. in
addition, because the RMP establishes only a transportation
corridor rather than a utility or multi-use corridor along State Route
74, Peoria's land use plans calling for the preservation of open
space, including roadless areas in northern Peoria, will be
threatened or violated by the expansion of utility infrastructure in
the vicinity of the BLM land unless that expansion occurs along
State Route 74.

'7XgUa Fria National Monument and Bradshaw-Harquahala Proposed Resource Management Plan and
Final Environmental Impact Statement, June 2008, volume 1, page 35 [hereinafter, "RMP"],

www.pec>riaaz.com

lllll\lll II



Director (210) Attention; brenda Hudgens-Williams
City of Peoria Protest
September 5, 2008
Page 2 of 6

(ii) lssue(s) Being Protested:
Peoria disagrees with the RMP's failure to establish a utility or multi-use corridor
within Peoria on the BLM land adjacent to State Route 74.

(iii) Statement of the Part(s) of the Plan Being Protested:
The RMP designates a transportation corridor along State Road 74 through
Peoria.2 Peoria believes that this transportation corridor should be designated
instead as a mu/ti-use corridor to accommodate future electric transmission lines
that are 115 kV or greater. BLM's statements that it did not know of any planned
utility needs in the area is incorrect.

The following specific parts of the Plan are protested:
Map: 2-79
Chapters: 2, 3, and 4
Sections: 2.6.2.1, 2.6.2.2.2, 2.7.1.2, 2.7.3.2, 3.3.4, and 4.7.2
Pages: 195-196, 206-208, 239-240, 276, 410-411, and 462-463

(iv) Documents and Discussions in the Record:

a. Documents:

1 . Letter dated November 28, 2005 from Karilee S. Ramaley, Senior
Attorney, Pinnacle West Law Department to Julia Souder, U.S.
Department of Energy ...- APS submitted written comments through the
planning process, which BLM co-leads, for utility and multi-use corridor
designation in the western states known as the "West-Wide Energy
Corridor PElS" ("PEIS"). APS also provided oral comments at a public
scoping meeting on November 3, 2005 in Phoenix, Arizona. In the letter,
APS indicated that it "hopes to continue to be a partner with the
Departments of Energy, Interior, and Agriculture as they complete the
preparation of the PElS."4 APS also stated that it "has worked
successfully with various federal agencies in the past to develop utility
corridors that have been incorporated into the agencies' Resource
Management Plans."5 APS "strongly urge[d] the Department to designate
specific energy corridors through the PEIS process" and suggested that
"wherever possible, such corridors should follow existing linear features

z

2 RMP, Map 2-79.
3 RMP, volume 1, page 196.
4 Letter dated November 28, 2005 from Karilee S. Ramaley, Senior Attorney, Pinnacle West Law
Department to Julia Souder, U.S. Department of Energy ("November 28, 2005 letter"), page 1, attached to
this protest as Attachment 1.
5 November 28,2005 letter, pages 1=-2.



Director (210) Attention. Jrenda Hudgens-Williams
City of Peoria Protest
September 5, 2008
Page 3 of 6

(e.g. highways, U.S. Forest Service reads, and existing utility lines)."6
Among many other comments contained in the letter, APS noted that "[i]t
is essential that the Departments work with other affected jurisdictions
(states, local communities, and tribes) to enhance coordination and timely
permitting of transmission lines.7 Prior to the time that APS wrote this »
comment letter, it added to its 10-year plan a new 500 kV transmission
line to connect TS-5 in the City of Buckeye to Ts49 in Peoria. In its letter
to BLM, APS attached a map that appears to depict the line, along with
many other requested corridors and planned lines in the Phoenix and
Peoria metropolitan areas.

2. Letter dated July 10, 2006 from Karilee S. Ramaley, Senior Attorney,
Pinnacle West Law Department to Julia Souder, U.S. Department of
Energy - After the Departments of Energy, Interior, and Agriculture
produced "Preliminary Draft Maps of Potential Energy Corridors" in early
June of 2006, APS responded as a follow up to its first letter, public
comments, and additional information that it had provided to the
Departments. APS reiterated that it serves one of the fastest-growing
areas of the country.8 APS also reemphasized that it has worked with
BLM in the past on electric transmission line siring and that it often has
sited such lines along highways.9

3. Letter dated February 13, 2008 from APS Project Managers Gregory
Bernosky, Paul Herndon, and Mike DeWitt to Argonne National Laboratory
re West-Wide Energy Corridor PElS - This is the third comment letter
subsequent to the November 28, 2005 and July 10, 2006 letters
concerning the PElS.'° Note that by this time APS had been involved in a
public process since 2007 to locate a route for one 500 kV transmission
line and one 230 kV transmission line, during which APS identified to the
public a route along State Route 74 through BLM land and Peoria that is
very similar to the route proposed in its comments submitted to BLM in
2005 and 2006.

4. Letter dated March 18, 2008 from APS Project Manager Mike DeWitt to
Steve Cohn, BLM Field Manager .- In this letter APS reminded BLM that
APS had identified a transmission line route along State Route 74 and

e November 28, 2005 letter, pages 3.
7 November 28, 2005 letter, page 3. .
a Letter dated July 10, 2006 from Karilee s. Ramaley, Senior Attorney, Pinnacle West Law Department to
Julia Souder, U.s. Department of Energy ("July 10, 2006 letter"), page 1, attached to this protest as
Attachment 2. .
9 July 10, 2006 letter, page 4.
10 Attached to this protest as Attachment 3.



Director (210) Attention. Jrenda Hudgens-Williams
City of Peoria Protest
September 5, 2008
Page 4 of 6

confirmed that a meeting had been set between APS and BLM on March
21, 2008."

5. Letter dated June 18, 2008 from BLM Field Manager Steve Cohn to
Jennifer Frownfelter, URS Corporation - After noting the history of the
RMP and PElS public comment processes, and despite APS's submission
of the letters described above, BLM stated to APS that "[a]t no time in
either of these two processes has the need for a utility corridor been
identified along SR 74."12 BLM indicated that such a corridor would
require an amendment to the RMP, but BLM was silent on whether it
would be reviewing its draft RMP to consider amending it to establish a
utility or multi-use corridor."

Copies of the foregoing letters are enclosed as Attachments 1-5.

b. Discussions:

1. As noted earlier, Peoria was a participant in the RMP planning process
because BLM sought Peoria's input during the development of the RMP."4
At the time that such input was sought, Peoria was not aware that APS
was planning to construct one 500kV transmission line and one 230kV
transmission line through Peoria to connect substations known as "TS-5"
and "TS-9." Therefore, Peoria did not submit comments to BLM at the
time specifically concerning the inclusion in the RMP of a utility or multi-
use corridor.

On March 21, 2008, representatives of APS and BLM met to discuss, in
part, the impacts of siring the new transmission lines along State Route
74.

3. When Peoria became aware that APS planned to construct the two lines
through Peoria but had not secured from BLM the inclusion in the RMP of
a utility or multi-use corridor, then Peoria requested and was granted a
meeting with BLM staff to discuss the issue on July 3, 2008. Again,
despite APS's letters to the contrary, BLM informed Peoria that APS had
not notified BLM of its need for a utility corridor adjacent to State Route

11 Attached to this protest as Attachment 4.
12 Letter dated June 18, 2008 from BLM Field Manager Steve Cohn to Jennifer Frownfelter, URS
Corporation (June 18, 2008 letter), page 1, attached to this protest as Attachment 5.
13 The June 18, 2008 letter makes reference to two other prior letters from Jessica Frownfelter on behalf
of APS to BLM -- letters dated May 14, 2008 and June 6, 2008. Peoria has not seen copies of these
letters, so they are not included as attachments to this protest.
1 RMP, volume 1, section 1.4.4, page 35 and Appendix B, page 943.
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74. BLM also informed Peoria that it was finalizing the proposed RMP and
would not consider amending the proposed RMP to add such a corridor.

c. Concise Statement Explaining Why the State Director7s Decision is Believed to
be Wrong:

• The RMP violates the Energy Policy Act of 2005 ("Act") because BLM
failed to plan for electric utility expansion in Peoria and the region, an
area where such expansion reasonably could be anticipated. Pursuant
to the Act, certain federal agencies, including the Department of
Interior, are required to facilitate the development and extension of
energy projects across federal lands.'5 Such agencies also are
required to consider the need for upgraded and new transmission
facilities to improve the overall soundness of the national electricity grid
through improved reliability, less congestion, and enhanced
capability.'6 In the RMP BLM failed to (i) evaluate the alternative of
designating a utility or multi-use corridor adjacent to State Route 74, (ii)
consider the written comments submitted by APS addressing the need
for upgraded or expanded electricity transmission facilities within the
planning area and (iii) consider specific additional information provided
to it by APS concerning APS'S proposal to consider constructing
transmission lines adjacent to State Route 74 in or near Peoria. These
failures are in direct contradiction to the mandate of the Act.

• Because BLM failed to consider the viable alterative of designating a
multi-use corridor along State Route 74, the environmental impact
statement ("ElS") in the RMP is inadequate and noncompliant with the
National Environmental Policy Act ("NEPA") requirement to evaluate
alternatives in the Els." BLM's lack of adequate explanation for not
considering the alternative is also insufficient.

For all of the foregoing reasons, Peoria respectfully requests that BLM evaluate
the alternative multi-use designation for the corridor along State Route 74 and re-
designate the corridor accordingly.

15 Energy Policy Act of 2605, §368(c).
16 Energy Policy Act of 2005, § 368(d). In response to the Act, BLM, along with several other agencies,
drafted the PEIS mentioned above to identify locations for possible energy corridors on federal lands.
See 'The West-Wide Energy Corridor Draft Programmatic Environmental impact Statement," available at
http://corridoreis.anl.gov/eis/guide/index.cfm. Despite APS's submitted comments and plans, none of the
corridors are along State Road 74.
"42 U.S.C. §4332(C)(iii), see also Muckleshoot Indian Tribe v, United States Forest Serv ._ 177 F.3d
800, 814 (9th Cir_1999).
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Thank you for your consideration of this matter. lf you have any questions
concerning this letter or would like to discuss the issues presented herein further,
please contact our Assistant City Engineer, Maher Hazine at (623) 773-7502 to facilitate
our communications.

Sincerely,
Qt

C Benson,
City Manager

cc: Steve Burg, Chief Assistant City Attorney
Dan Nissan, Acting Engineering Director
Maher Hazine, Assistant City Engineer

dl

I'l l



Attachments to City of Peoria's Protest Letter to BLM

[Omitted from this Exhibit P-1 because each letter already has been
admitted into evidence by another party, as noted below]

Letter dated November 28, 2005 from Karalee S. Ramaley, Senior Attorney,
Pinnacle West Law Department to Julia Souder, U.S. Department of Energy

Vistancia, LLC Exhibit v- 1

Letter dated July 10, 2006 from Karilee S. Ramaley, Senior Attorney, Pinnacle
West ,Law Department to Julia Souder, U.S. Department of Energy

Vistancia, LLC Exhibit V-2

Letter dated February 13, 2008 from APS Project Managers Gregory Bernosky,
Paul Herndon, and Mike DeWitt to Argonne National Laboratory re West-Wide
Energy Corridor PEIS

Vistancia, LLC Exhibit V-3

Letter dated March 18, 2008 from APS Project Manager Mike DeWitt to Steve
Cohn, BLM Field Manager

APS Application, Exhibit B-2, "Agency Correspondence"

5.

4.

3.

2.

1.

Letter dated June 18, 2008 from BLM Field Manager Steve Cohn to Jennifer
Frownfelter, URS Corporation

APS Exhibit A-8


