
In the  ma tte r of the  Applica tion of White  Wing
Ranch North, LLC, in conformance  with the
requirements of Arizona Revised Statutes

40-360.03 and 40-360.06, for a  Certifica te  of
Environmenta l Compa tibility authorizing
construction of the  White  Wing Gen-Tie
Project, an approximate ly 3.5 mile  gen-tie
transmission line and associated substation
facilitie s  inte rconnecting to the  exis ting
Hoodoo Wash Substa tion approximately 10
miles north and 3 miles east of Dateland,
Yuma  County, Arizona .
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CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY

Ca se  No. 172

Pursua nt to notice  give n a s  provide d by la w, the  Arizona  Powe r P la nt a nd Tra nsmiss ion

Line  S iting Committe e  ("Committe e ") he ld a  public he a ring on S e pte mbe r 12, 2016 in Yuma ,

e t seq., for the  purpose  of rece iving evidence  and de libe ra ting on the  Applica tion of Wh ite  Win g

Ra nc h North, LLC ("Applica nt") for a  Ce rtifica te  of Environme nta l Compa tibility ("Ce rtifica te ")

in the above-captioned Case No. l72.

The  following members  and des ignees  of members  of the  Committee  were  present a t the

hearing for the  evidentiary presenta tions and/or for the  delibera tions:

Thomas K. Chef al Chairman, Designee  for Arizona  Attorney Genera l

Ma rk Brnovich

David L. Eberhard, P.E.
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Ia n Bingha m De s igne e  for the  Dire ctor of the  De pa rtme nt of
Environm e nta l Qua lity
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Lis a  Willia ms

Ma ry Ha n wa y

Je ff McGuire

P a tricia  Nola nd

J im P a lmer

Designee for the Department of Water Resources

Represents Incorporated Cities and Towns

Represents  Agricultura l Inte res ts

Represents the General Public

Represents Counties
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Applicant was  represented by Jay Modes  and Jason Modes  of Moyes  Se lle rs  &

He ndricks , Ltd. Impe ria l Irriga tion Dis trict ("DID") ma de  a  limite d a ppe a ra nce . At the

conclus ion of the  hea ring, the  Committee , having rece ived the  Applica tion, the  evidence ,

tes timony and exhibits  presented a t the  hearing, and be ing advised of the  lega l requirements  of

gra nting Applica nt this  Ce rtifica te  for cons truction of the  White  Wing Ge n-tie  P roj e t

("P roje ct"). The  P roj a ct, a s  a pprove d, will inte rconne ct the  propose d White  Wing photovolta ic

sola r gene ra ting facility to the  exis ting Hoodoo Wash 500kV subs ta tion. The  approved P roject

cons is ts  of a  34.5 / up to 500kV Sola r S ite  Subs ta tion, an approxima te ly 3.5-mile , up to 500kV

Gen-tie  Line , and (if the  Sola r S ite  Subs ta tion and Gen-tie  Line  a re  built a t a  voltage  le ss  than

500kV) a  S te p-up Subs ta tion for tra ns forma tion to 500kV, with a  short 500kV line  conne cting

to the  adjacent exis ting Hoodoo Wash Subs ta tion. The  Project is  loca ted in Sections  16, 17, 20,

28, 29, 33, a nd 34, Township 5 South, Ra nge  12 We s t, G&SRB&M, in Yuma  County,

a pproxima te ly 10 mile s  north a nd a pproxima te ly 3 mile s  e a s t of Da te la nd, Arizona . The

propose d Ge n-tie  Line  will be  cons tructe d in a  corridor a pproxima te ly 300-fe e t wide , running

be tween the  Sola r S ite  Substa tion and the  exis ting Hoodoo Wash Substa tion, and genera lly

pa ra lle ling the  wes te rn bounda ry of the  exis ting Agua  Ca liente  Sola r P roject, including an
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a pproxima te ly 14-a cre  pa rce l imme dia te ly we s t of the  Hoodoo Wa sh Subs ta tion within which

the  S tep-up Subs ta tion will be  loca ted if needed. A gene ra l loca tion map of the  P roject is  se t

forth  in Exh ib it  A.

C O NDITIO NS

This  Ce rtifica te  is  gra nte d upon the  following conditions :

Applicant sha ll comply with a ll exis ting applicable  s ta tute s , ordinances , mas te r

pla ns  a nd re gula tions  of a ny gove rnme nta l e ntity ha ving jurisdiction during the  cons truction of

the  P roje ct-including the  Unite d S ta te s , the  S ta te  of Arizona , or Yuma  County.

2. If huma n re ma ins  a nd/or fune ra ry obje cts  a re  e ncounte re d on priva te  la nd during

the  course  of any ground-dis turbing activitie s  re la ting to the  cons truction of the  P roject,

Applicant sha ll cease  work on the  a ffected a rea  of the  P roject and notify the  Director of the

3. Applicant sha ll comply with the  notice  and sa lvage  requirements  of the  Arizona

des truction of na tive  plants  during Project construction.

4. Applica nt a gre e s  to follow Arizona  Ga me  a nd Fis h De pa rtme nt ("AGFD")

guide lines  for handling protected animal species , should any be  encounte red during

cons truction.

Applicant sha ll des ign the  transmiss ion lines  to incorpora te  reasonable  measures  to

minimize  impa cts  to ra ptors . Such de s ign will a ddre ss  the  a pplica tion of re comme nde d

measure s  to minimize  the  risk of collis ion, a s  de scribed in the  2012 guide line s  of the  Avian

P owe r Line  Inte ra ction Committe e .

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

6. Applica nt will comply with a ll te rms , conditions , a nd re quire me nts  s e t forth in the

fina l de cis ion by the  Unite d S ta te s  Bure a u of La nd Ma na ge me nt ("BLM") gra nting Applica nt's

pe nding Applica tion for Right of Wa y ("ROW").
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1
Applica nt s ha ll us e  non-s pe cula r conductor a nd non-re fle ctive  s urfa ce s  for the

Proje ct's  tra nsmiss ion line  s tructure s .

When P roject fa cilitie s  a re  loca ted pa ra lle l to and within one  hundred (100) fee t of

a ny e xis ting na tura l ga s  or ha za rdous  liquid pipe line , Applica nt s ha ll:

a . Ens ure  grounding a nd ca thodic  prote ction me a s ure me nts  a re  pe rforme d to s how

tha t the  P roject's  loca tion pa ra lle l to and within one  hundred (100) fee t of such

pipe line  re sults  in no ma te ria l adve rse  impacts  to the  pipe line  or to public sa fe ty

when both the  pipe line  and the  P roject a re  in ope ra tion. Applicant sha ll take

appropria te  s teps  to ensure  tha t any materia l adverse  impacts  a re  mitiga ted.

Applica nt s ha ll provide  to Arizona  Corpora tion Commis s ion ("Commis s ion")

S ta ff and file  with Docke t Control a  copy of the  measurements  pe rfonned and

a dditiona l mitiga tion, if a ny, tha t wa s  imple me nte d a s  pa rt of its  a nnua l

complia nce -ce rtifica tion le tte r, a nd

Ensure  tha t measurements  a re  taken during an outage  s imula tion of the  Project

tha t may be  caused by the  colloca tion of the  P roject pa ra lle l to and within one

hundred (100) fee t of the  exis ting na tura l ga s  or haza rdous  liquid pipe line . The
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measurements  should e ithe r: (i) show tha t such s imula ted outage  does  not re sult

in cus tome r outa ge s , or (ii) include  ope ra ting pla ns  to minimize  a ny re sulting

cus tomer outages . Applicant sha ll provide  a  copy of the  measurement re sults  to

Commiss ion S ta ff a nd file  it with Docke t Control a s  pa rt of its  a nnua l

complia nce -ce rtifica tion le tte r.

9. Applica nt will follow the  mos t curre nt We s te rn Ele ctricity Coordina ting Council /

North Ame rica n Ele ctric Re lia bility Corpora tion pla nning s ta nda rds , a s  a pprove d by the  Fe de ra l

Ene rgy Regula tory Commiss ion, and Na tiona l Electrica l Sa fe ty Code  cons truction s tanda rds .
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7.
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10. P rior to cons truction of the  P roje ct, Applica nt will, in complia nce  with a pplica ble

re liability s tandards  and Good Utility Practice , work in good fa ith to execute  an Affected Sys tem

Construction and Opera tion Agreement with HD, if necessary to mitiga te  any adverse  impacts  on

the  sa fe ty and re liability of the  transmiss ion sys tem owned by HD a ttributable  to the  connection

of Applicant's  proposed genera ting facility to the  Arizona  Transmiss ion Sys tem via  the  Project,

and Applicant sha ll report to the  Commission whether a  fina l de te rmina tion has  been made

re quiring the  e xe cution of such Agre e me nt. Applica nt sha ll provide  to DID time ly notifica tion

and a  copy of sa id report.

ll. This  authoriza tion to cons truct the  P roject sha ll expire  ten (l0) yea rs  from the  da te

the  Ce rtifica te  is  approved by the  Commiss ion. Howeve r, prior to expira tion, Applicant may

reques t tha t the  Commiss ion extend this  time  limita tion. In the  event of such reques t, Applicant

sha ll use  reasonable  means to notify a ll landowners  and residents  within one  mile  of the  Project,

a ll persons who made  public comment a t this  proceeding, and a ll parties  to this  proceeding of the

request and the  da te , time  and place  of the  hearing in which the  Commission will consider the

request for extension.

12. Within 120 days  of the  Commiss ion decis ion approving this  Certifica te , Applicant

will post a t the  Project s ite  a  new sign, of approximate ly the  same s ize  and a t approximate ly the

same  loca tion a s  the  "Notice  of Hea ring" s ign previous ly pos ted by Applicant, giving furthe r

notice  of the  Project, to the  extent authorized by law, until the  Proj e t cons truction is  subs tantia lly

comple ted. The  s ign sha ll advise  :

(a ) Tha t the  s ite  has  been approved for the  construction of Project facilities ,

(b) The  expected da te  of comple tion of the  Project facilitie s ,

(c) A phone  number for public infonna tion rega rding the  P roj e t,

(d) The  name of the  Project, and

(e ) The  website  of the  Project.
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13. Applica nt sha ll submit a  complia nce -ce rtifica tion le tte r a nnua lly, ide ntifying

progre ss  made  with re spect to e ach condition conta ined in this  Ce rtifica te , including which

conditions  have  been me t. Each le tte r sha ll be  submitted to Docke t Control of the  Commiss ion

on or be fore  Octobe r l be ginning in 2017. Atta che d to e a ch complia nce -ce rtifica tion le tte r

sha ll be  documenta tion expla ining how compliance  with each condition was  achieved. Copie s

of each le tte r a long with the  corre sponding documenta tion sha ll be  submitted to the  Arizona

Attorne y Ge ne ra l a nd the  Arizona  Gove rnor's  Office . The  re quire me nt for the  complia nce -

ce rtifica tion le tte r sha ll e xpire  on the  da te  the  P roje ct is  pla ce d into ope ra tion. Notifica tion of

such filing with Docke t Control sha ll be  ma de  to Yuma  County, a ll pa rtie s  to this  Docke t, a nd

a ll pa rtie s , if any, tha t made  a  limited appea rance  in this  Docke t.

14. Applica nt sha ll provide  copie s  of this  Ce rtifica te  to Yuma  County, the  BLM, the

S ta te  His toric P re se rva tion Office , a nd the  AGFD.

15. Any transfe r of a ss ignment of this  Certifica te  sha ll require  the  a ss ignee  or

succe ssor to a s sume  in writing a ll re spons ibilitie s  of the  Applica nt lis te d in this  Ce rtifica te  a nd

Adminis tra tive  Code .

FINDINGS  OF FACT AND CONCLUS IONS  OF LAW
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This  Ce rtifica te  incorpora te s  the  following findings  of fact and conclus ions  of law:

The Project a ide  the  sta te  and the  southwest region in meeting the  need for an

adequate , economica l and re liable  supply of e lectric power.

The Project a ide  the  sta te  in preserving a  safe  and re liable  transmission system.

The  Project and the  conditions  placed on the  Project by the  Committee  in this

Certifica te  e ffective ly minimize  the  Project's  impact on the  environment and

ecology of the  s ta te .
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2.

1.
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The  conditions  pla ce d on the  Ce rtifica te  re solve  ma tte rs  conce rning ba la ncing the

ne e d for the  P roje ct a nd its  impa ct on the  e nvironme nt a nd e cology of the  s ta te

ra ise d during the  course  of the  proce e dings , a nd a s  such, se rve  a s  findings  on the

ma tte rs  ra ise d.

The  P roj e t is  in the  public inte re s t be ca us e  the  P roje ct's  contribution to me e ting

the  ne e d for a n a de qua te , e conomica l a nd re lia ble  supply of cle a n, re ne wa ble

e le ctric powe r a nd a  s a fe  a nd re lia ble  tra nsmiss ion sys te m outwe ighs  the

minimize d impa ct of the  P roj e t on the  e nvironme nt a nd e cology of the  s ta te .

In light of the s e  conditions , the  ba la ncing in the  broa d public inte re s t re s ults  in

fa vor of gra nting this  Ce rtifica te .

DATED this [ S day of September, 2016.

THE ARIZONA POWER PLANT AN
TRANSMISSIQ ITING CO MITTEE
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"fffcmas K. Cheval, Chairman
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