
a n a pproxima te ly

In the  ma tte r of the  Applica tion of White
Wing Ra nch North, LLC, in  conforma nce
with the  re quire me nts  of Arizona  Re vis e d
S ta tute s  40-360.03 a nd 40-360.06, for a
Ce rtifica te  of Environme nta l Compa tibility
a uthorizing cons truction of the  White
Wing Ge n-Tie  P roje ct,
3.5 mile  ge n-tie  tra ns mis s ion line  a nd
a s socia te d subs ta tion fa cilitie s
inte rconne cting to the  e xis ting Hoodoo
Wa s h S ubs ta tion a pproxima te ly 10 mile s
north a nd 3 mile s  e a s t of Da te la nd, Yuma
County, Arizona .
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Docke t No. L-00000ZZ-16-0269-00172

Ca s e  No . 172

NOTICE OF ERRATA
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Applica n t,  White  Wing  Ra nch  North , LLC, he re by p rovide s  No tice  o f Erra ta  a nd

s ubs titution of the  a tta che d pa ge s  C5 a nd C6 in Exhibit C to the  Applica tion for Ce rtifica te  of

Environme nta l Compa tibility.

RES P ECTFULLY S UBMITTED this 2_@t*~day of August, 2016.
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ORIGINAL & 25 copie s  of the
fore going we re  file d with Docke t
Control on the 1 day of August, 2016.
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Copie s  were  de live red by U.S . Ma il
and e lectronic mail she lf,  r"
day of August, 2016, td:
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Thomas K. Chef a l, Cha irman
Arizona  Power P lant and Transmiss ion

Line  S itting Committe e
1275 W. Washington
Phoenix, AZ 85007
Thomas.chena1@azag.gov
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Janice  Alward, Esq.
Le ga l Divis ion
Arizona  Corpora tion Commiss ion
1275 W. Washington
Phoenix, AZ 85007
JAlward@azcc.gov
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Utilitie s  Divis ion
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1275 W. Washington
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The Sonoran Pronghorn (An tilocapra Americana sonoriensis) is a federally endangered
subspecies of the pronghorn antelope that inhabits a variety of Sonoran Desert habitats. This
species relies on detecting and fleeing from predators. As such, this species prefers flat to
gently rolling terrain with open sight-lines. Creosotebush habitats, in particular, are frequented
by the species, though habitats with greater shade availability are necessary during the
summer. The species is nomadic and require large expanses of contiguous habitat to survive.
No wild Sonoran Pronghorns have been observed north of Interstate 8 since 1990 (USFWS
2014). There is a "non-essential, experimental" population associated with the Kofa National
Wildlife Refuge, northwest of the proposed Project (USFWS 2014).

Sonoran Pronghorn

The native habitats associated with the Project represent potentially suitable habitat for this
species. However, the proximity of these habitats to active solar energy and agricultural
operations make consistent or regular occupancy of these areas by the species very unlikely.
Instead, Sonoran antelope would be expected to preferentially use the large amounts of native
habitat located on all sides of the Project area that are less impacted by ongoing human
activities.

Migra tory Birds

Several species of migratory birds have a high potential to use the Project area (Table C-1 and
Exhibit D). Avian use of the Project area could include wintering, foraging, transit, and/or
nesting. Migratory birds and their nests are federally protected under the migratory bird treaty
act. The areas within the active agricultural fields themselves do not represent suitable nesting
habitat due to the regular disturbance associated with active farming. The irrigation
infrastructure and areas around the edges of the fields, as well as the native habitats associated
with the Gen-tie route, do offer potentially suitable nesting substrate for several species.

The Burrowing Owl is primarily restricted to the western United States and Mexico. Habitat for
the Burrowing Owl includes dry, open, short-grass areas often associated with burrowing
mammals (Haul et al. 1993). Agricultural areas may benefit the species and appear to
represent preferred habitat in some areas (DeSante et al. 2004). Burrowing Owls are
opportunistic feeders, consuming a diet that includes arthropods (typically insects), small
mammals, small birds, and occasionally amphibians and reptiles (Haul et al. 1993).
Urbanization has greatly reduced the amount of suitable habitat for this species. Other
contributions to the decline of this species include the poisoning of squirrels and prairie dogs,
and collisions with automobiles.

Burrowing Owl

The open native desert habitats along the Gen-tie route (especially creosotebush - white
bursae) represent suitable habitat for this species. No Burrowing Owls or potentially suitable
burrows were observed during surveys along the Gen-tie corridor.

White Wing Gen-tie CEC Application

c-s I Exhibit c
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White Wing Gen-tie CEC Application

Summary

P la n ts

Of the 6 special status plant species having some potential to occur within the Project Site,
none have been recorded in or within 3 miles of the Project Site (AGFD 2016). Additionally,
either the elevation of the Project Study Area is outside of the range for these plants and/or
none were observed during field surveys. The Project will therefore have no direct or indirect
impacts on threatened, endangered, and State-protected plants.

Wild life

Agricultural and solar development, along with its associated roads and infrastructure, has converted
and degraded areas of natural vegetation (wildlife habitat) in and adjacent to the Project Area. The
Project would permanently impact a very small area and the majority of the Project-related impacts
would be temporary and short-term in nature.

There are no suitable habitats or known occurrences within 3 miles for federally threatened,
endangered, or candidate species in the Project area (AGFD 2016) so there would be no impacts on
these species from implementation of the Project. Twenty-one other special status wildlife species have
the potential to occur in the Project Area (6 bats, 2 small mammals, kit fox, 10 migratory birds identified
in the PEP, Sonoran desert toad, and banded gila monster).

There is no roosting or maternal roost habitat for bats in or near the Project Area. Very little potential
foraging habitat would be removed and construction would not occur during foraging periods, so only
minor short term impacts to bats are expected.

While none were observed on the ROW, BUOW, small mammal, kit fox, and banded gila monster habitat
(burrows and foraging habitat) could potentially be directly impacted by construction activities.
Construction-related impacts would be temporary and short-term and may include temporary loss of
habitat and displacement of individuals, possible injury or death during ground-disturbing activities,
temporary impacts on foraging behaviors, and noise-related disturbance. Burrow surveys would be
conducted prior to construction to identify potential burrows for these species. Burrows would be
avoided or excavated per species-specific requirements if they cannot be avoided.

Very little foraging habitat for special status migratory birds would be removed. If construction occurs
during the nesting season, a pre-construction protocol survey 30 days prior to construction would be
conducted to ensure that any active nests are avoided. If active nests cannot be avoided, an appropriate
avoidance buffer would be established (per USFWS guidelines) and construction would not occur within
that buffer until the nest becomes inactive. If a BUOW, they could be relocated per AGFD guidance by
an approved permit holder and rehabilitation center. Therefore, any direct impacts associated with the
Project would be a short-term minor impact on special status migratory birds.

To further minimize risks to special status migratory birds, the lines will be constructed following
industry suggested practices aimed at reducing avian collisions and electrocutions (APLIC 2006 and
2012). If avian line interactions become an issue, the issue would be quickly evaluated and a solution
developed using appropriate state-of-the art measures.
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