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At the  Commission meeting of August 1 l, 2016, you s ta ted there  was some connection
among myse lf, the  Ene rgy Founda tion, Sola rCity, former ACC Commiss ione r Kris  Mayes  and
the  re -e lection campaign of Commiss ioner Bums, and tha t such connection would a ffect my
objectivity. It is  sa id tha t "a  lie  can trave l ha lfway a round the  world be fore  the  truth can ge t its
boots  on."1 Please  accept this  le tte r as  truth's  e ffort to ge t its  boots  on.

The re  is  no conne ction-othe r tha n s e re ndipity-a mong the  fa cts  you cite d. Ove r my 32
yea rs  in regula tory law, I have  worked for nea rly eve ry sector in the  e lectric indus try: inves tor-
owned utilitie s , municipa l power sys tems, rura l coopera tives , wind energy companies , s ta te
commissions, s ta te  legis la tures , Governors , s ta te  energy offices , and non-governmenta l
organiza tions . Ironica lly, despite  the  dive rs ity of my practice  I have  never represented a  sola r
compa ny-a lthough the re  would be  no sha me  in doing so. And for wha t it's  worth, whe n in
February 2015 I was  asked to brie f the  Na tiona l Associa tion for the  Advancement of Colored
People  on sola r energy, I made  clear tha t what is  often ca lled a  "cost shift" caused by rooftop
sola r was a  legitimate  concern warranting care ful, fact-based a ttention.

Re ga rding Sola rCity: Around 2014 ta ught for tha t compa ny a  one -da y inte rna l se mina r
on utility la w-a  fa ct I disclose d to Commiss ione r Burns  in a n e a rly conve rsa tion. This  se mina r
was  little  diffe rent in substance , format and price  from the  dozens  I have  taught, publicly and
priva te ly, a t va ried venues , including twice  each for the  inves tor-owned utilitie s  Oklahoma  Gas
& Electric and Northwes te rn Ene rgy and once  for the  Arizona  Corpora tion Commiss ion. Indeed
the  revenue  I have  earned over the  years  from investor-owned utilities  is  a t least 10 times the  fee
I ea rned from the  Sola rCity seminar. I have , and have  had, no financia l or profess iona l
corre ction to the  sola r indus try.

Regarding the  Energy Founda tion and Kris  Mayes: The  Energy Founda tion has  funded
some  sma ll pe rcentage  of my work: twice  indirectly a s  a  funde r of a  client or employe r, once

1 The  saying is  sometimes a ttributed to Mark Twain but the  Inte rne t discourse  disputes
tha t source . Another ve rs ion, a ttributed with somewhat more  confidence  to Jona than Swift, is
this : "Fa lsehood flie s , and the  Truth comes  limping a fte r it."
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directly, in the  mid-1990s , to dra ft a  pape r on ene rgy e fficiency. At no time  has  anyone  from
tha t Founda tion limited or even influenced my writings . The  se rie s  of pape rs  I wrote  under the
most recent a rrangement, a round 2012-2013, a re  on my website . I am unaware  of any
involve me nt by Ms . Ma ye s  in my work. In fa ct I did not know of he r conne ction to the
Founda tion until you me ntione d it. I be lie ve  the  only time  I've  inte ra cte d with Ms . Ma ye s  wa s
on a  pane l hos ted by the  Na tiona l Governor's  Associa tion a  few years  ago-where  we  disagreed,
amicably, about some matte r.

Based on your comments, several media  outle ts  appear to have connected me to the  solar
indus try incorrectly. Pe rhaps  you know of the  Chas idic ta le  I used to sha re  with my Sunday
School s tudents . A pa rishioner had spoken fa lse ly about his  rabbi. On rea lizing his  wrong, he
asked the  rabbi how he  could make  things  right. The  rabbi sa id: "Take  a  pillow to a  mounta in
top, s lit the  pillow open and le t the  fea thers  sca tte r." The  man did so, descended back to town
a nd informe d the  ra bbi-who the n sa id: "Now go ga the r the  fe a the rs ." I e xpe ct tha t you, like
the  man in this  ta le , will find tha t e ffort imposs ible , so I do not a sk you to try. But I do a sk tha t
you take  pe rsona l re spons ibility for how you extrapola te  from facts -the  be tte r to ga in and
preserve  the  public's  trus t in your actions  as  a  Commissioner.

Cha irman Little , while  you and I have  never met, through our separa te  communica tions
we have  lea rned something about each other. If a t any time  you wish to continue  our
communica tions , and to put our re la tionship on a  more  pos itive  plane , you will find no door
more  open than mine .

S ince re ly,

/"W4/\-
S cott He mpling

cc: Comm. Burns
Comm. Forese
Comm. S tump
Comm. Tobin
Chie f Counse l Alwa rd
Executive  Director Jericho


