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August 1, 2016

RE: Inquiry into Reducing System Peak Demand Costs, E-00000J-16-0257

Dear Representative Pratt, Commissioners and Stay<eholders:

I read with great interest the infonnation filed in the new docket entitled "Inquiry into Reducing
System Peak Demand Costs." Dur ing my t ime a t  the Commiss ion,  we have had robust
discuss ions  a t  the Commiss ion about  peak demand and dozens  of  other  technologies  in
workshops in the Emerging Technologies in Energy docket that I opened in late 2013 (E-00000J-
13-0375). I am pleased that many of the technologies discussed in those workshops are now
offered to customers -including smart thermostats and behavioral demand response programs.
I would encourage you to review that docket.

I am very interested in these topics and, under normal circumstances, would want to participate.
However, I am concerned about the workshop because it is highly unusual for Commissioners to
discuss pending rate case matters (peak demand rate design, for example) with parties to rate
cases (Arizona Public Service, Arizona Solar Industries Association, etc.) in a workshop that: (a)
is not part of the rate case proceeding, (b) is being held at the Legislature, and (c) at which all
five Commissioners are not permitted to be active participants. As to the latter point, my office
was informed today that only Representative Pratt and Commissioners Tobin and Stump would
be permitted to ask questions and verbally participate in the workshop, the other Commissioners
would only he permitted to observe and listen to the presentations and discussion. Simply stated,
I find this especially unusual given that this workshop was noticed as a Commission Open
Meeting and was noticed in all of the Commission's pending rate case dockets.

Sincerely yours, 8.a '

415/ I 4 4 / Arizona Cnnwrat ion Commivcw/"
Ebert L. Burns

Commissioner
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CERTIFICATION OF SERVICE

On this 1 day of August, 2016, the foregoing document was filed with Docket Control as
Correspondence i}pm_ Commissioner Bob Bums and copies of the foregoing were mailed on
behalf of the Commissioner to the following who have not consented to email service. On this
date or as soon as possible thereafter, the Commission's eDocket program will automatically
email a link of the foregoing document to the following who have consented to email service.

Diane Brown
Arizona PIRG Education Fund
130 N. Central, Ste. 202
Phoenix, Arizona 85004

Janice Alward
1200 W. Washington
Phoenix, Arizona 85007

Thomas Broderick
1200 W. Washington St.
Phoenix, Arizona 85007

Arizona Corporation Commission
Dwight Nodes
1200 W. Washington
Phoenix, Arizona 85007-2927

By:

Jessica Perry
Executive Assistant to Commissioner Bob Bums
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