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LBEFORE THE ARIZONA PO\ 

RP 
AND TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMI E 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION 
OF SUNZIA TRANSMISSION LLC, IN 
CONFORMANCE WITH THE 
REQUIREMENTS OF ARIZONA REVISED 

CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMPATIBILITY AUTHORIZING THE 
SUNZIA SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION 
PROJECT, WHICH INCLUDES THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF TWO NEW 500 KV 
TRANSMISSION LINES AND 
ASSOCIATED FACILITIES 
ORIGINATING AT A NEW SUBSTATION 
(SUNZIA EAST) IN LINCOLN COUNTY, 
NEW MEXICO, AND TERMINATING AT 
THE PINAL CENTRAL SUBSTATION IN 
PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA. THE 
ARIZONA PORTION OF THE PROJECT IS 
LOCATED WITHIN GRAHAM, 
GREENLEE, COCHISE, PINAL, AND 
PIMA COUNTIES. 

STATUTES 40-360, ET SEQ., FOR A 
A Z  CORP C ~ M ~ I S S I ~ N  

DOCKET N(DOWKfOQQMjlRQ6-03 18- 
00171 

Case No. 171 

NOTICE OF FILING 
REBUTTAL EXHIBITS AND 

REVISED DRAFT CERTIFICATE 
OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

COMPATIBILITY 

SunZia Transmission, LLC, files the attached Rebuttal Exhibits, numbers 19 

through 22. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 1 6fh day of November, 20 15. 

RYLEY CARLOCK & APPLEWHITE 

By: 
Albert H. Acken 
Samuel L. Lofland 
Ryley Carlock & Applewhite 
One N. Central Ave., Suite 1200 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004-4417 

MUNGERCHADWICK, PLC 

By: 

Of Counsel 
P.O. Box 1448 
Tubac, AZ 85646-1448 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

Puxsuant to A.A.C. R14-3-204, the ORIGINAL of the foregoing and 25 copies filed this 
16 day of November, 2015, with: 

Utilities Division - Docket Control 
Arizona Corporation Commission 
1200 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

COPY of the foregoing emailed this 16* day of November, 20 15, to: 

Chairman Thomas Chenal 
Arizona Power Plant and 
Transmission Line Siting Committee 

Attorney General’s Office 
1275 W. Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 
thomas.chenal@azan.gov 

Charles Hains 
Attorney, Legal Division 
Arizona Corporation Commission 
1200 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 
chains 9 azcc. gov 
Counse for Arizona Corporation 
Commission, Utility Division Staf 

Norm Meader 
3443 East Lee Street 
Tucson, Arizona 857 16 

Lat Celmins 
MARGRAVE CELMINS, P.C. 
8171 East Indian Bend Road, Suite 10 
Scottsdale. Arizona 85250 

Christina McVie 
4420 West Cortaro Farms Road 
Tucson, Arizona 85742 

christina.mcvie@,nmail.com 

Cedric I. Hay, Deputy County Attorney 
Pinal County Attorney’s Office 
P. 0. Box 887 
Florence, Arizona 85 132 
cedric.hay @,pinalcountyaz.gov 
Counsel for Pinal County, Arizona 

Peter T. Else 
P. 0. Box 576 
Mammoth, Arizona 8561 8 
bigbackyardfar@,gmail.com 

Jay Shapiro 
Shapiro Law Firm 
18 19 East Morten Avenue, Suite 280 
Phoenix, Arizona 85020 

jay@,shaPslawaz.com 
Counsel for Robson Communities 

520-744-093 1 

602-5 59-9 57 5 

Icelminsamclaw firm.com Peter Gerstman 
Counsel for Winkelman and Redington 
NRCDS Robson Communities, Inc. 

Executive V.P. and General Counsel 

9532 East Riggs Road 
Sun Lakes, Arizona 85248-7463 
peter. nerstman@,robson. corn 

By: Tina Kaminski 
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BEFORE THE 
ARIZONA POWER PLANT AND TRANSMISSION LINE SITING CO SMITTEE 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION 
3F SUNZIA TRANSMISSION LLC, IN 
CONFORMANCE WITH THE 
REQUIREMENTS OF ARIZONA REVISED 

) 

I 
STATUTES 40-360, ET SEQ., FOR A ) DOCKET NO. L-OOOOOYY-1503 1800171 
CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 1 
COMPATIBILITY AUTHORIZING THE 1 
SUNZIA SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION ) Siting Case No. 171 
PROJECT, WHICH INCLUDES THE ) 
CONSTRUCTION OF TWO NEW 500 KV ) 
TRANSMISSION LINES AND ) 
ASSOCIATED FACILITIES ORIGINATING ) 
AT A NEW SUBSTATION (SUNZIA EAST) ) 

CERTIFICATE OF 
IN LINCOLN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO, ) 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
AND TERMINATING AT THE PINAL 1 

1 COMPATIBILITY 
CENTRAL SUBSTATION IN PINAL 
COUNTY, ARIZONA. THE ARIZONA 
PORTION OF THE PROJECT IS LOCATED ) 
WITHIN GRAHAM, GREENLEE, ) 
COCHISE, PINAL, AND PIMA COUNTIES. ) > 

I 

CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY 

A. Introduction 

Pursuant to notice given as provided by law, the Arizona Power Plant and 

kmsmission Line Siting Committee (“Committee”) held public hearings on October 19- 

21,2015, in Willcox, Arizona; on October 22-23 and November 2-3,2015, in Tucson, 

Arizona; on November 4-5,20 1 5 ,  in Casa Grande, Arizona; and on November 16--, 

20 15, in Florence, Arizona in conformance with the requirements of Arizona Revised 

Statutes (“A.R.S.”) $3 40-360 et seq. for the purpose of receiving evidence and deliberating 

on the September 2,2015, Application of SunZia Transmission, L.L.C. (“Applicant”) for a 

Certificate of Environmental Compatibility (“Certificate”) in the above-captioned case 

(“Project”). In conjunction with the foregoing, route tours were conducted from Willcox on 

October 21,2015, and from Tucson on November 3,2015. 

The following members and designees of members of the Committee were present 

at one or more of the hearings for the evidentiary presentations andor the deliberations: 

3891629.1 
1 O/ 12/15 
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Thomas K. Chenal 

Steve Olea 

Ian Bingham 

Lisa Williams 

Jack Haenichen 

David L. Eberhart 

Mary Hamway 

Jeff McGuire 

Patricia Noland 

Jim Palmer 

Chairman, Designee for Arizona 
Attorney General, Mark Brnovich 

Designee of the Chairman, Arizona 
Corporation Commission 

Designee for Director, Arizona 
Department of Environmental Quality 

Designee for Director, Arizona 
Department of Water Resources 

Appointed Member 

Appointed Member 

Appointed Member 

Appointed Member 

Appointed Member 

Appointed Member 
The Applicant was represented by Albert H. Acken and Samuel Lee Lofland, Ryley 

Zarlock & Applewhite, and Lawrence V. Robertson, Jr., Of Counsel to Munger Chadwick, 

'.L.C. The following parties were granted intervention pursuant to A.R.S. tj 40-360.05: 

lrizona Corporation Commission Staff, by Charles Hains, Staff Counsel; Pinal County, by 

Zedric Hay, Deputy County Attorney; Redington NRCD and Winkelman NRCD, by Lat J. 

:elmins; Robson Ranch Mountains, LLC, by Jay L. Shapiro; Norm "Mick" Meader, in 

jropria persona; Peter T. Else, in propria persona; and, Christina McVie, in propria 

jersona. 

At the conclusion of the hearings, the Committee, after considering the (i) 

lpplication, (ii) evidence, testimony, and exhibits presented by the Applicant and 

ntervenors, and (iii) comments of the public, and being advised of the legal requirements 

,f A.R.S. $0 40-360 through 40-360.13, upon motion duly made and seconded, voted - to 

- to grant the Applicant this Certificate for construction of the Project. 
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B. Overview Proiect Description 

The Project includes the construction and operation of two new 500 kilovolt (kV) 

interstate transmission lines and associated Project facilities originating at a new substatic 

(SunZia East) in Lincoln County, New Mexico and terminating at the Pinal Central 

Substation in Pinal County, Arizona. This Certificate approves construction of the Projec 

within the State of Arizona. The Project as approved herein consists of two new, single- 

circuit 500 kV transmission lines and associated facilities including a new 500kV 

substation (“500 kV Willow Substation”), and a direct current (DC) converter station. A1 

Project components are located within Greenlee, Graham, Cochise, Pima and Pinal 

counties and the City of Coolidge. A general location map of the Project is depicted in 

Exhibit A to the Application. 

A 200-foot wide right-of-way is approved for each transmission line within the 

corridor depicted on the CEC Corridor Map (Attachment A, Panels a through g). The wic 

of the certificated corridor is 2,500 feet, with the exception of the following segments 

where the specified corridor crosses private lands: 1) a width of 750 feet along the corrid 

segment located in Cochise County, from a point approximately 4 miles east to a point 1 

mile west of Ft. Grant Road (Attachment A, Panel b); and 2) a width of 1,200 feet along 

the corridor segment located in Pinal County north of Hardy Road, from a point 2 miles 

west of the Central Arizona Project Canal to a point approximately 0.5 mile east of SR 8; 

(Attachment A, Panel g). 

There will typically be a %-foot separation between the two (2) rights-of-way. 

However, in some locations, the separation may be up to 1,000 feet to avoid or traverse 

adjacent terrain features or heavy equipment limitations, and to preserve critical habitat, 

existing land uses and important cultural resources. At least one of the two 500 kV 

transmission lines will be constructed and operated as an alternating current (AC) facility 

the other transmission line will be either an AC or DC facility. As contemplated and 

provided for in this Certificate, the two (2) transmission lines may be constructed at 

different points in time. 
3 
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In addition, the Project includes construction of the new 500 kV Willow Substation 

on lands managed by the Arizona State Land Department (ASLD) in Graham County, 

Arizona. The location of the 500 kV Willow Substation is approximately three miles north 

of the Cochise County line and approximately 1.1 miles east of US Highway 191 as 

depicted in Exhibit A to the Application. The Project terminates at the existing Pinal 

Central Substation, which was approved by the Arizona Corporation Commission 

(“Commission”) in 2005 (Siting Case No. 126; Decision No. 68093) and thereafter 

constructed by Salt River Project. The Pinal Central Substation is located approximately 

7.5 miles east of Interstate 10 on privately owned land within the City of Coolidge, 

Arizona. These two (2) substations will provide Arizona utilities and load centers with 

access to renewable energy transmitted on the Project’s two (2) transmission lines. 

Finally, a DC converter station will be required if the 500 kV DC transmission line 

option is utilized, in order to convert the flow of electricity from DC to AC and thereby 

allow the DC line to deliver energy to the Pinal Central Substation. The converter station 

herein approved would be constructed within a fenced parcel of up to 45 acres, located 

within the 2,500 foot wide corridor, no more than 1 mile east of the Pinal Central 

Substation, as depicted in Exhibit G to the Application, Figure G-3-3. The interconnection 

between the Pinal Central Substation and the DC converter station would require two (2) 

500 kV AC transmission lines, which also would be constructed within the 2,500 foot wide 

corridor. Typical Project design features and details, including structure diagrams 

anticipated for the Project, are provided in Exhibit G to the Application. 

C. Approved Proiect Route Description 

The route herein approved (Route) is a total of approximately 200 miles in length 

within Arizona, and will be parallel to approximately 1 17 miles of existing or designated 

utility corridors. The Route crosses the New Mexico-Arizona state line from Hidalgo 

County, New Mexico into Greenlee County, Arizona, approximately three miles north of 

the Cochise County line. The Route then proceeds east to west for approximately 37 miles 

from the state line into Graham County south of the Hot Well Dunes Recreation Area, and 
4 
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zontinues through the San Simon Valley to the Willow-500 kV Substation, located 

3pproximately 3 miles north of the Cochise County line and 1 mile east of US Highway 

19 1 in Graham County, Arizona. 

The Route then proceeds southwest from the Willow-500 kV Substation, parallel to 

two (2) 345 kV transmission lines operated by Tucson Electric Power Company (TEP) for 

approximately 47 miles, and crosses two (2) pipelines and US Route 191. The Route then 

crosses the TEP 345 kV lines approximately 1 mile west of the San Pedro River and turns 

northwest and continues through the northeast corner of Pima County into Pinal County, of 

which approximately 12 miles will be parallel to an existing pipeline corridor. The Route 

then turns and heads west approximately 2 miles west of San Manuel. The route crosses 

SR 77 approximately 5 miles northwest of the community of Oracle, continues west for 

13 miles where it crosses and then continues southwesterly and parallel to Arizona Public 

Service Company’s Cholla-Saguaro 500 kV transmission line for 5 miles. From that point, 

the route crosses SR 79 near the Oracle Junction Substation, then continues to the west and 

parallel to the Cholla-Saguaro 500 kV line for approximately 13 miles. The Route then 

proceeds northwest, then north and parallel to TEP’s Pinal Central-Tortolita 500 kV 

transmission line for approximately 16 miles (Siting Case No. 165; Decision No. 73282). 

The Route then turns northwest, then west, continuing to parallel the Pinal Central- 

Tortolita 500 kV line and a pipeline corridor for approximately 6 miles. As the Route then 

heads west, it crosses a Central Arizona Project canal and SR 87 before it proceeds to the 

Pinal Central Substation, located on the southeast corner of SR 287 and Eleven Mile 

Corner Road, paralleling the Pinal Central-Tortolita 500 kV line for an additional 12 miles. 

If one of the lines is constructed as a DC facility, then the Project will include construction 

of a new DC converter station, which will be located within the 2,500-foot wide corridor at 

a location no more than 1 mile east of the Pinal Central Substation. 

CONDITIONS 

This Certificate is granted upon the following conditions: 

5 
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1. The Applicant shall comply with all existing applicable statutes, ordinances, 

naster plans, and regulations of any governmental entity having jurisdiction during the 

bonstruction of the Project, including the United States of America, the counties of 

heenlee, Graham, Cochise, Pima and Pinal, and the City of Coolidge. [CEC Siting Case 

40. 1701 

2. Applicant shall comply with the notice and salvage requirements of the Arizona 

qative Plant Law (A.R.S. $ 5  3-901, et seq.) and shall, to the extent feasible, minimize the 

lestruction of native plants during Project construction. [CEC Siting Case No. 1701 

3. Applicant shall comply with the Arizona Game and Fish Department (“AGFD”) 

guidelines for handling protected animal species, should any be encountered during 

:onstruction. [CEC Siting Case No. 1681 

4. The Applicant shall design the transmission lines to incorporate reasonable 

neasures to minimize impacts to raptors. Such design will likely be accomplished through 

Qpplicant’s compliance with its Avian Protection Plan (“APP”), which will be developed 

iursuant to the Record of Decision (“ROD”) issued by the United States Bureau of Land 

VIanagement (“BLM”) on January 23,2015. Once completed, the APP will become part of, 

ind be incorporated into, this Certificate. [CEC Siting Case No. 1701 

5. The ROD issued by BLM requires the Applicant to prepare a Plan of 

Development (“POD”) outlining and detailing the relevant construction, mitigation, and 

restoration requirements for the Project prior to commencing construction on any portion 

thereof. Where practicable, the POD shall specify that the Applicant (a) use existing roads 

for construction and access, (b) minimize impacts to wildlife, (c) minimize vegetation 

disturbance outside of the Project right-of-way, and (d) re-vegetate, unless re-vegetation is 

waived by the landowner, native areas following construction disturbance. [CEC Siting 

Case No. 1701 

6. The POD shall specify the Applicant’s plans for coordination with AGFD and the 

State Historic Preservation Office (“SHPO”). The Applicant shall use existing roads for 

6 
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construction and access where practicable, consistent with the requirements of the ROD, on 

any lands traversed within the Arizona portion of the Project. [CEC Siting Case No. 1651 

7. The Applicant shall work with a representative designated by the Redington 

Natural Resources Conservation District and the Winkelman Natural Resources 

Conservation District (collectively, the “NRCDs”) to develop and implement the SunZia 

Project POD provisions regarding fields of land, soil, water, and natural resources 

management within the boundaries of the NRCDs during construction and maintenance 

activities within the NRCDs’ respective area boundaries. Areas of concern to the NRCDs 

are minimizing soil disturbance requiring, where possible and technically feasible, 

overland access and/or aerial construction; utilization of existing roads for construction and 

maintenance activities, where possible; determination of best management practices for re- 

vegetation following conclusion of construction activities within the NRCDs; 

determination of best management practices for erosion control during construction and 

maintenance activities; dust abatement and other similar areas where the NRCDs’ 

designated representatives have special knowledge of the-fields of land, soil, water, and 

natural resources management within the boundaries of each NRCD relevant to the 

development of the POD. Where the Project is located within the NRCDs’ district 

boundaries, but also on ASLD trust lands, all proposed POD provisions developed pursuant 

to this Condition will be subject to the consent and approval of the ASLD. Where the 

Project is located within the NRCDs’ boundaries but also on BLM-administered lands, all 

proposed POD provisions developed pursuant to this Condition will be subject to the 

consent and approval of the B L M . 
8. Pursuant to the ROD, the Applicant will respond to complaints of line generated 

radio or television interference by promptly investigating the complaints and implementing 

appropriate mitigation measures. In addition, the transmission line(s) will be evaluated on a 

regular basis so that damaged insulators or other line materials that could cause 

interference are timely repaired or replaced. 
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9. If any archaeological site, paleontological site, historical site or an object that is at 

[east fifty years old is discovered on state, county, or municipal land during the 

;onstruction of the Project, the Applicant or its representative in charge shall promptly 

report the discovery to the Director of the Arizona State Museum (“ASM”), and in 

:onsultation with the Director, shall immediately take all reasonable steps to secure and 

naintain the preservation of the discovery, pursuant to A.R.S. 6 41-844. Such steps will 

likely be accomplished through compliance with the Historic Properties Treatment Plan 

[“HPTP”) for archaeological and historical sites, and the Paleontological Resources 

Monitoring Plan (“PRMP”) for paleontological sites, both which will be developed 

sursuant to the ROD. Once completed, the HPTP and the PRMP will become part of, and 

se incorporated into, this Certificate. [CEC Siting Case No. 1701 

10. If human remains and/or funerary objects are encountered on private land during 

he course of any ground-disturbing activities related to the construction of the Project, 

4pplicant shall cease work on the affected area of the Project and notify the Director of the 

4SM as required by A.R.S. 3 41-865. [CEC Siting Case No. 1701 

1 1. Applicant will comply with the HPTP to be developed pursuant to the 

’rogrammatic Agreement (“PA”) entered into on December 17,2014, to ensure that pre- 

:onstruction archaeological testing and monitoring of all ground clearing and disturbing 

:onstruction activities that may affect historical or cultural sites that are listed, or eligible 

‘or listing, on the Arizona Register of Historic Places (“Register”) are conducted in full 

:ompliance with Arizona and Federal law. In the event a listed or listing-eligible site is 

iiscovered, the Applicant will ensure that approved mitigation measures are implemented 

xcording to the PA. Applicant shall share results of any archaeological work and findings 

with the appropriate Tribes. [CEC Siting Case No. 1691 

12. Before construction of the Project may commence, the Applicant shall file a 

:opy of each of the following documents with the Commission’s Docket Control: (a) PA, 

b) HPTP, (c) PRMP, (d) POD, and (e) ROD, including any amendments to any of such 

iocuments subsequent to the granting of this Certificate. Further, in addition to compliance 
8 
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with the conditions set forth in this Certificate, the Applicant shall comply with the 

?revisions of these documents as applicable to the Arizona portion of the Project. 

13. Within one hundred twenty (120) days of the Commission decision approving 

;his Certificate, the Applicant will post signs in or near public rights-of-way giving notice 

if the Project corridor to the extent authorized by law. The Applicant shall place such signs 

in prominent locations at reasonable intervals (no more than one-half mile, subject to 

Jbtaining permission from the landowner) so that the public is notified along the full length 

Jf the Project until the transmission structures are constructed. To the extent practicable, 

within forty-five (45) days of securing easements or rights-of-way for the Project, the 

4pplicant shall erect and maintain signs providing public notice that the property is the site 

3f a future transmission line or substation. Such signage shall be no smaller than a normal 

roadway sign. The signs shall advise: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

( f )  

14. Within one hundred twenty (120) days of the Commission decision grantllig 1 

That the site has been approved for the construction of Project facilities; 

The expected date of completion of the Project facilities; 

A phone number for public information regarding the Project; 

The name of the Project; 

The name of the Applicant; and 

The website of the Project. [CEC Siting Case No. 1701 

Zertificate, the Applicant shall make good faith efforts to commence discussions with 

i 

wivate landowners on whose property the Project corridor is located to identify the specific 

ocation for the Project's right-of-way and placement of poles. A description of the good 

'aith efforts and discussions shall be included in the annual compliance-certification letter. 

:CEC Siting Case No. 1701 

15. The Applicant will pursue reasonable efforts to work with private landowners on 

ivhose property the Project right-of-way will be located to mitigate the impacts of the 

ocation, construction, and operation of the Project on private land. A description of these 

9 
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reasonable efforts shall be included in the annual compliance certification letter. [CEC 

Siting Case No. 1701 

16. At least ninety (90) days, but not more than three hundred sixty-five (365) days 

before construction commences on the Project, the Applicant shall provide known 

homebuilders and developers who are building upon or developing land within a half-mile 

3f the Project with a written description of the Project. The written description shall 

identify the location of the Project and contain a pictorial depiction of the Project. The 

4pplicant shall also encourage the developers and homebuilders to include this information 

in their disclosure statements. [CEC Siting Case No. 1701 

17. The Applicant shall use non-specular conductor and non-reflective surfaces for 

;he Project’s transmission line structures. [CEC Siting Case No. 1701 

18. The Applicant will follow the most current Western Electricity Coordinating 

Eouncil/North American Electric Reliability Corporation planning standards, as approved 

3y the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, and National Electrical Safety Code 

:onstruction standards. [CEC Siting Case No. 1701 

19. With respect to the Project, the Applicant shall participate in good faith in state 

md regional transmission study forums to coordinate transmission expansion plans related 

;o the Project and to resolve transmission constraints in a timely manner. [CEC Siting Case 

Vo. 1701 

20. When Project facilities are located parallel to and within 100 feet of any existing 

iatural gas or hazardous pipeline, the Applicant shall: 

a) 

show that the Project’s location parallel to and within 100 feet of such pipeline 

results in no material adverse impacts to the pipeline or to public safety when both 

the pipeline and the Project are in operation. The Applicant shall take appropriate 

steps to ensure that any material adverse impacts are mitigated. The Applicant shall 

provide to the Commission Staff and file with Docket Control a copy of the 

Ensure grounding and cathodic protection measurements are performed to 

10 
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measurements performed and additional mitigation, if any, that was implemented as 

part of its annual compliance-certification letter; and 

b) 

Project that may be caused by the collocation of the Project parallel to and within 

100 feet of the existing natural gas or hazardous liquid pipeline. The measurements 

should either: (i) show that such simulated outage does not result in customer 

outages; or (ii) include operating plans to minimize any resulting customer outages. 

The Applicant shall provide a copy of the measurement results to the Commission 

Staff and file it with Docket Control as part of its annual compliance-certification 

letter. [CEC Siting Case No. 1701 

2 1 .  The Applicant shall submit a compliance certification letter annually, identifying 

progress made with respect to each condition contained in this Certificate, including which 

sonditions have been met. Each letter shall be submitted to Commission’s Docket Control 

sommencing on January 3 1,2017. Attached to each certification letter shall be 

iocumentation explaining how compliance with each condition was achieved. Copies of 

:ach letter, along with the corresponding documentation, shall be submitted to the Arizona 

4ttorney General and the Governor’s Office of Energy Policy. The requirement for the 

:ompliance certification letter shall expire on the date the Project is placed into operation. 

[CEC Siting Case No. 1701 

Ensure that measurements are taken during an outage simulation of the 

22. The Applicant shall provide copies of this Certificate to the counties of 

aeenlee, Graham, Cochise, Pima and Pinal, the City of Coolidge, SHPO and AGFD. 

;CEC Siting Case No. 1701 

23. This authorization to construct the Project shall expire at two (2) different points 

m time, unless extended by the Commission, as provided below: 

a) The Certificate for the first 500 kV transmission line and related facilities and the 

500 kV Willow Substation shall expire ten (10) years from the date this Certificate 

is approved by the Commission, with or without modification. 

11 
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b) The Certificate for the second 500 kV transmission line and related facilities shall 

expire twenty (20) years from the date this Certificate is approved by the 

Commission, with or without modification. 

However, prior to the expiration of either time period, the Applicant may request that the 

Commission extend either or both time limitation(s). [CEC Siting Case No. 1701 

24. In the event that the Project requires an extension of either or both term(s) of this 

Certificate prior to completion of construction, the Applicant shall use reasonable means to 

notify all landowners and residents within a half-mile radius of the area of the Project, all 

persons who made public comment at this proceeding who provided a mailing address, and 

all parties to this proceeding of the request and the date, time, and place of the hearing or 

Open Meeting during which the Commission will consider the request for extension. [CEC 

Siting Case No. 1701 

25. Any transfer or assignment of this Certificate shall require the assignee or 

successor to assume in writing all responsibilities of the Applicant listed in this Certificate 

and its conditions as required by A.R.S. 9 40-360.08(A) and R14-3-213(F) of the Arizona 

Administrative Code. [CEC Siting Case No. 1701 

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

This Certificate incorporates the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 

Law: 

1. The Project aids the state and the southwest region in meeting the need for an 

adequate, economical, and reliable supply of electric power. [CEC Siting Case No. 1681 

2. The Project aids the state in preserving a safe and reliable electric transmission 

system. [CEC Siting Case No. 1681 

3. The Project will assist the state in meeting the goal of increasing the use of 

renewable energy in the state. [CEC Siting Case No. 1671 

4. The Project and the conditions placed on the Project in this Certificate effectively 

minimize the Project’s impact on the environment and ecology of the state. [CEC Siting 

Case Nos. 168 and 1701 
12 
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5. The conditions placed on the Project in this Certificate resolve matters concerning 

Jalancing the need for the Project with its impact on the environment and ecology of the 

;tate arising during the course of the proceedings, and, as such, serve as findings and 

;onclusions on such matters. [CEC Siting Case No. 1681 

6. The Project is in the public interest because the Project’s contribution to meeting 

.he need for an adequate, economical, and reliable supply of electric power outweighs the 

ninimized impact of the Project on the environment and ecology of the state. [CEC Siting 

2ase No. 1701 

DATED this - day of ,2015. 

THE ARIZONA POWER PLANT AND 
TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMITTEE 

By: 
Thomas K. Chenal, Chairman 
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EXHIBIT 21 



RESIDENTIAL UTILITY CONSUMER OFFICE 

www.azruco.qov 

~ ~~- 

11 10 WEST WASHINGTON - SUITE 220 - PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85007 - PHONE: (602) 364-4835 * FAX: (602) 364-4846 

Douglas A. Ducey 
Governor 

David P. Tenney 
Director 

November 10,201 5 

Mr. Thomas Chenal, Chairman 
Arizona Corporation Commission 
Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee 
1275 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007-2926 

Re: SunZia Southwest Transmission Project 
ACC Docket No. L-OOOOOYY-15-0318-00171 

Dear Chairman Chenal: 

In regards to Case No. 171, concerning an Application for a Certificate of Environmental 
Compatibility ( Z E C )  for the SunZia Southwest Transmission Project (“SunZia”, or the 
uProject”), the Residential Utility Consumer Office (CrRUCOn) supports the issuance of a 
CEC by the Line Siting Committee and the Arizona Corporation Commission. 

RUCO represents the state’s residential utility ratepayers in regulatory proceedings at 
the Arizona Corporation Commission and is an advocate for their interests. We are 
aware of and support the SunZia Southwest Transmission Project, which will provide 
Arizona’s electric utilities with additional transmission capacity to procure adequate, 
reliable and economic sources of electrical power for the state’s residential customers. 
In addition, because the SunZia Project is a merchant transmission project, Arizona 
ratepayers stand to benefit without bearing the risks associated with development and 
construction of the project. 



November I O ,  201 5 
Page 2 

I appreciate the opportunity to support the issuance of a CEC for the SunZia Project. 
RUCO looks forward to the successful completion of SunZia as an integral component 
to the state’s EHV transmission system. 

Sincerely, / 

David P. Tenney 
Director 
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1 

SUNZIA SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION PROJECT 

This is a supplemental response to a request from Chairman Chenal regarding a description of 
potential mitigation measures that could be implemented regarding biological, visual, and 
cultural resources (the “resources”) potentially impacted by construction, operation, and 
maintenance of the Proposed Route for the SunZia Southwest Transmission Project. Impacts are 
recognized as “potential” until detailed engineering and surveys have been completed, which 
will inform the application of mitigation measures to specific locations. All mitigation measures 
described herein would, necessarily, be contingent upon site-specific conditions, consideration of 
other resources, technical and economic feasibility, and the agreement of the landowner (Arizona 
State Land Department, private landowners, or the Bureau of Land Management). 

Acronym List: 

Arizona Game and Fish Department Best Management Practice (BMP) 

Avian Powerline Interaction Extra High Voltage (EHV) 
(AGFD) = Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 

Committee (APLIC) 

Mitipation Hierarchv (biological resources): 

Below is a brief narrative describing the concepts considered in identifying and implementing 
potential mitigation measures to effectively reduce or eliminate potentially adverse impacts to 
biological resources from a transmission line project. Mitigation planning for cultural and visual 
resources will be introduced separately, as this framework may not be explicitly considered in 
the same manner. 

1. Avoid impacts 

Impact does not take place . Opportunities and constraints analysis 

. Design and engineering 
Detailed alternative development 

2. Minimize impacts 

Impact takes place, but mitigation reduces the intensity or extent of the impact 
Construction practices . Design and engineering 

3. Restore environment/resources 

Effects of impact are temporary, and natural or assisted recovery from impact occurs over 
time . Reclamation . Right-of-way management 

4. Compensation for certain remaining “residual” impacts 

Compensation for residual impacts (those that remain after mitigation is applied) to 
certain resources may be requested or required by stakeholders 
Concepts vary widely depending on the affected resource and resource management 
agency priorities and legal regimes requiring or facilitating the same. 

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project: Supplemental response provided by EPG to request by Chairman Chenal 
regarding mitigation planning. 
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Visual Resources Mitigation 

Potential visual impacts associated with the construction of the Project include the effects to the 
quality of scenic resources and the views from sensitive land uses and recreation areas or sites 
(including scenic travel routes). The BLM has established Visual Resource Management 
objectives to assist in the management of public lands in a manner that protects the quality of 
scenic values and directs the level of acceptable change to the landscape. The BLM encourages 
the development of linear facilities and rights-of-way like the Project in designated areas, such as 
existing utility corridors. The visual impacts expected to occur as a result of the Project are based 
primarily on the introduction of new facilities in areas of higher scenic quality or when visible 
from sensitive viewing locations. 

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project: Supplemental response provided by EPG to request by Chairman Chenal 
regarding mitigation planning. 
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Cultural Resources Mitigation 

Potential impacts to Historic Sites, Structures, and Archaeological Sites associated with the 
construction, operation, and maintenance of the Project are addressed in a comprehensive 
Programmatic Agreement (PA). The PA was prepared by the BLM and numerous stakeholders in 
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. Stakeholders participated 
during over a year of consultation meetings as signatories, invited signatories, concurring parties, 
or consulting parties to prepare the PA, including federal agencies, state agencies, Indian tribes, 
professional archaeological organizations, and citizen groups in both Arizona and New Mexico. 
The PA specifies that these stakeholders will continue to have input, review, and advisory roles 
throughout the life of the project, including during the design, construction, and operation 
phases, to ensure appropriate and thorough implementation of the PA for the project over its 
operational life. The process set forth in the PA is designed with the flexibility to accommodate 
new information that may be provided by cultural resource survey results, construction 
monitoring, and other sources. 

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project: Supplemental response provided by EPG to request by Chairman Chenal 
regarding mitigation planning. 
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