Transcript Exhibit(s)

Docket #(s):__L.- 000009 - 16-031% - 001711

(e

RECEIVED
1015 NOV 25 P 12 05

- L CORP COMMISSICH

DOCKET EONTROL

LS Case No. 11

Exhibit #:  Sun -2

Volume | of 7

Arizona Comoration Cemmission

DOCKETED
NOV 25 2015

),
DOCKETED 3y %




N
Coash
_J &Coash

PHOENIX DEPOSITION REPORTERS”

& VIDEOCONFERENCING
To: Docket Control
Date: November 25, 2015
Re: SunZia Transmission LLC

L-00000YY-15-0318-00171, LS Case No. 171
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STATUS OF ORIGINAL EXHIBITS

FILED WITH DOCKET CONTROL

Please see attached transcript index pages for all exhibits referenced
during the above-mentioned hearing and filed with ACC Docket
Control today.

Please note, no exhibits were withdrawn.

Per Procedural Order dated 09-11-15, Paragraph 17, we are including
exhibits that were not offered or not admitted for filing.
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Applicant (Sun Exhibits)

1-16, 18-24

Committee (COM Exhibits)

1-7

Staff (ACC Exhibits)

1-6

McVie (MCV Exhibits)

1-27

Meader (NMM Exhibits)

1-47

Pinal City (PIN Exhibits)

1

Else (PTE Exhibits)

1-26

Robson (ROB Exhibits)

1-5




Redington NRCD (RED Exhibits)

1-12, 14, 16
*For description of Exhibit RED-16, please see attached letter provided
by Redington NRCD. This exhibit was not described on the transcript
index.

Winkelman NRCD (WIN Exhibits)

1-6,11-12, 15
*For description of Exhibits WIN-6C, 6D, 11A, and 11B, please see
attached letter provided by Winkelman NRCD. These exhibits were
not described on the transcript index.

EXHIBITS NOT UTILIZED / NUMBER SKIPPED
Not given to the reporter

Applicant (Sun Exhibits)

17

Redington NRCD (RED Exhibits)

13,15

Winkelman NRDC (WIN Exhibits)

7-10, 13, 14

Copy to:  via email to all parties
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BEFORE THE ARIZONA POWER PLANT AND TRANSMISSION

LINE SITING COMMITTEE

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF DOCKET NO.
SUNZIA TRANSMISSION LLC, IN L-00000YY-15-0318-
CONFORMANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF 00171

ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES 40-360, ET
SEQ., FOR A CERTIFICATE OF
ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY
AUTHORIZING THE SUNZIA SOUTHWEST
TRANSMISSION PROJECT, WHICH INCLUDES
THE CONSTRUCTION OF TWO NEW 500KV
TRANSMISSION LINES AND ASSOCIATED
FACILITIES ORIGINATING AT A NEW
SUBSTATION (SUNZIA EAST) IN LINCOLN
COUNTY, NEW MEXICO, AND TERMINATING
AT THE PINAL CENTRAIL: SUBSTATION IN
PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA. THE ARIZONA
PORTION OF THE PROJECT IS LOCATED
WITHIN GRAHAM, GREENLEE, COCHISE,
PINAL, AND PIMA COUNTIES.

CASE NO. 171

e N N N N N e N M e e e N S’ e e e S S

INDEX TO TESTIMONY & EXHIBITS
Volumes | through Xl
October 19 through November 19, 2015

COASH & COASH, INC.
Court Reporting, Video & Videoconferencing
1802 N. 7th Street, Phoenix, AZ 85006
602-258-1440 mh@coashandcoash. com

By: Colette E. Ross
Certified Reporter
Certificate No. 50658

COASH & COASH, INC. 602-258-1440
www . coashandcoash. com Phoenix, AZ
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LS CASE NO.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Day Sessions
Evening Session

WITNESSES

171

VOL I

10/19/2015

INDEX TO EXAMINATIONS

TOM WRAY and MARK ETHERTON

Direct Examination by Mr. Acken

NO.

Committee-1

Committee-2

Committee-3

Sun-3

Sun-7

Sun-12

COASH & COASH,
www . coashandcoash.com

INDEX TO EXHIBITS

DESCRIPTION

Written Public Comment

Statements of Position

Statements of Limited

Appearances

Witness Slides for Wray

and Etherton Panel

PAGE

73
146

40,

PAGE

77

IDENTIFIED ADMITTED

Letter from BLM, Arizona

State Land Department,

Arizona Game & Fish Department,
Arizona Department of
Transportation,

Proposed Tour Itinerary

INC.

9/18/2015

602~

36 public
comment
36 public
comment
37 public
comment
54 - -
117 --
141 - -
258-1440

Phoenix, AZ
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LS CASE NO. 171 VOL II 10/20/2015 169
INDEX TO EXAMINATIONS
WITNESSES PAGE
TOM WRAY and MARK ETHERTON
Direct Examination by Mr. Acken 174
Examination by Member Haenichen 202
Examination by Member Olea 205
Direct Examination Continued by Mr. Acken 206
Examination by Chairman Chenal 259
Cross-Examination by Mr. Meader 274
Cross-Examination by Mr. Else 294
Cross-Examination by Ms. McVie 322
Examination by Member Hamway 344
Cross-Examination by Mr. Hains 347
Further Examination by Member Olea 405
Further Examination by Chairman Chenal 410
INDEX TO EXHIBITS
NO. DESCRIPTION IDENTIFIED ADMITTED
Sun-1 Application 216 --
Sun-10 Economic Study Brochure 201 --
Sun-16 PowerPoint Presentation 173 --
PTE-7 Article from The Albuguerque 298 --
Journal
PTE-24 7/12/13 Letter from Else 316 --
to Hudgens-Williams
COASH & COASH, INC. 602-258-1440

www . coashandcoash. com

Phoenix, AZ
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LS CASE NO. 171 VOL III

INDEX TO STOPS
STOP
Stop No. 1
Stop No. 2
Stop No. 3

Stop No. 4

COASH & COASH, INC.
www . coashandcoash. com

10/21/2015

PAGE
421
436
438

444

602-258-1440
Phoenix, AZ

417
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LS CASE NO. 171 VOL IV 10/22/2015 450

PUBLIC COMMENT PAGE

Evening Session 684
INDEX TO EXAMINATIONS

WITNESSES PAGE

TOM WRAY and MARK ETHERTON
Cross-Examination by Mr. Shapiro 456
Further Cross-Examination by Ms. McVie 483
Further Cross-Examination by Mr. Hains 497
Redirect Examination by Mr. Acken 502

RAVI SANKARAN
Direct Examination by Mr. Acken 504
Examination by Member Haenichen 519
Examination by Member Hamway 520
Examination by Member Olea 523
Examination by Member Eberhart 527
Examination by Member Bingham 532
Examination by Chairman Chenal 534
Cross-Examination by Mr. Meader 541
Cross-Examination by Mr. Else 545
Cross-Examination by Mr. Hains 548
Further Examination by Member Hamway 564
Further Examination by Member Haenichen 567
Further Examination by Member Eberhart 569
Further Examination by Member Olea 573
Redirect Examination by Mr. Acken 575

MICHAEL SIEGEL, MARC SCHWARTZ, DAVID KAHRS,

and STEVE SWANSON
Direct Examination by Mr. Lofland 580
Examination by Member Eberhart 610
Examination by Member Bingham 614
Examination by Chairman Chenal 616
Direct Examination by Mr. Lofland Continued 625

COASH & COASH, INC. 602-258-1440

www . coashandcoash. com

Phoenix, AZ
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LS CASE NO. 171 VOL IV 10/22/2015 451

INDEX TO EXHIBITS

NO. DESCRIPTION IDENTIFIED ADMITTED
ROB-1 Robson Hearing Exhibits 481 --
ROB-2 Excerpt from Data Response 465 495
Sun-4 Witness Slide for Sankaran 506 --
Sun-5 Witness Slide for Siegel, 579 --
Schwartz, Kahrs and Swanson
Panel
Sun-6 Prefiled Testimony of 579 --
Michael Siegel re Public
Notice
COASH & COASH, INC. 602-258-1440
www . coashandcoash.com Phoenix, AZ
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LS CASE NO. 171 VOL V 10/23/2015 722
INDEX TO EXAMINATIONS
WITNESSES PAGE
MICHAEL SIEGEL, MARC SCHWARTZ, DAVID KAHRS,
and STEVE SWANSON
Direct Examination Continued by Mr. Lofland 734
Cross-Examination by Mr. Meader 786
Cross-Examination by Mr. Else 794
Cross-Examination by Ms. McVie 803
INDEX TO EXHIBITS
NO. DESCRIPTION IDENTIFIED ADMITTED
Sun-1 Application 216 784
Sun-2 Witness Summaries 781 784
Sun-3 Witness Slides for Wray 54 784
and Etherton Panel
Sun-4 Witness Slide for Sankaran- 506 784
Sun-5 Witness Slide for Siegel, 579 784
Schwartz, Kahrs and Swanson
Panel
Sun-6 Prefiled Testimony of 579 784
Michael Siegel re Public
Notice
Sun-7 Letter from BLM, Arizona 117 784
State Land Department, Arizona
Game & Fish Department, Arizona
Department of Transportation,
9/18/2015
Sun-8 (Not Utilized) -- --
Sun-9 (Not Utilized) -- -~
Sun-10 Economic Study Brochure 210 784
COASH & COASH, INC. 602-258-1440

www . coashandcoash. com

Phoenix, AZ
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NO.

Sun-11

Sun-12

Sun-13

Sun-14

Sun-15

Sun-16

LS CASE NO. 171 VOL V 10/23/2015

INDEX TO EXHIBITS
DESCRIPTION
Form of CEC
Proposed Tour Itinerary

Exhibit H Letters of
Response

Application Addendum of
Updated Visual Simulations

Virtual Tour Disk

PowerPoint Slide Associated
with Southline Project

COASH & COASH, INC.
www . coashandcoash.com

723

IDENTIFIED ADMITTED

933 not offered

141

782

782

782

173

602-258-1440

Phoenix,

AZ

784

784

784

784

784
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Ls CASE NO. 171

VOL VI 11/02/2015 938

INDEX TO PUBLIC COMMENT

SESSION PAGE
Public Comments 944
INDEX TO EXAMINATIONS
WITNESSES PAGE
MICHAEL SIEGEL, MARC SCHWARTZ, DAVID KAHRS,
and STEVE SWANSON
Cross-Examination by Mr. Hains 956
NORMAM M. MEADER
Direct Testimony 967
Cross-Examination by Mr. Else 1037
Cross-Examination by Mr. Hains 1038
Cross-Examination by Mr. Hay 1042
Cross-Examination by Mr. Robertson 1043
PETER T. ELSE
Direct Testimony 1065
Cross-Examination by Mr. Hains 1143
INDEX TO EXHIBITS
NO. DESCRIPTION IDENTIFIED ADMITTED
Committee-4 Public Complaint Form 953 public
comment
Committee-5 Written Public Comment 954 public
comment
Sun-9 Data Request Response 1049 -~
NMM-46 Map of Conservation 1062 1062, not
Areas, Cascabel Area offered

COASH & COASH, INC.
www . coashandcoash.com

602-258-1440
Phoenix, AZ
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STOP
Stop
Stop
Stop
Stop
Stop
Stop
Stop

Stop

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

LS CASE NO. 171 VOL VII

INDEX TO STOPS

COASH & COASH, INC.
www . coashandcoash. com

11/03/2015

PAGE
1165
1169
1175
1179
1183
1184
1186

1192

602-258-1440
Phoenix, AZ

1163
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LS CASE NO. 171 VOL VIII 11/04/2015

INDEX TO PUBLIC COMMENT
SESSION

Evening Session

INDEX TO EXAMINATIONS
WITNESSES

TOM WRAY - RECALLED
Cross-Examination by Mr. Meader
Cross-Examination by Mr. Else
Examination by Member Olea

PETER T. ELSE CONTINUED

Cross-Examination by Mr. Robertson
Redirect Testimony by Mr. Else

BOB GRAY and RAY T. WILLIAMSON
Direct Examination by Mr. Hains
Cross-Examination by Mr. Meader
Cross-Examination by Mr. Else
Examination by Member Olea
Examination by Chairman Chenal
Cross-Examination by Mr. Robertson

SCOTT WILBOR

Direct Examination by Ms. McVie

INDEX TO EXHIBITS
NO. DESCRIPTION

Sun-17 (Not Utilized) --

Sun-18 Tucson Tour Aerial Photographs 1209

NMM-1 Page Excerpted APS's 2014 IRP --

NMM-2 Solar Energy Potential by NREL --

COASH & COASH, INC.
www . coashandcoash. com

1200

PAGE

1456

PAGE

1211
1220
1227

1258
1318

1356
1383
1387
1396
1402
1409

1432

IDENTIFIED ADMITTED

1247

1210

1210

602-258-1440
Phoenix, AZ
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LS CASE NO. 171 VOL VIII 11/04/2015 1201
INDEX TO EXHIBITS
NO. DESCRIPTION IDENTIFIED ADMITTED
NMM-3 Excerpts from Etherton's -- 1210
) Report

NMM-4  Tables re AZ Renewable Facilities -- 1210

NMM-5 Solar Applications BLM Lands -- 1210
as of 2012

NMM- 6 Use of Renewable Energy by -- 1210
Major Arizona Utilities

NMM-7 Comments TEP by Carmine Tilghman -- 1210

NMM- 8 APS Future Cost Comparisons -- 1210

NMM - 9 TEP Comparisons of Solar and -- 1210
Wind Resources

NMM-10 California Renewable Energy -- 1210
Projects Scheduled to go Online
by January 2017

NMM-11 Developers Statement re -- 1210
Renewable Energy in California,
2011

NMM-12 Picker E-Mail to Meader re Sunzia -- 1210

NMM-13 California BLM Statement re -- 1210
Renewable Energy Since 2007

NMM-14 Renewable Energy Procurement -- 1210
California Utility Websites

NMM-15 Transmission Path 47 SW New -- 1210
Mexico

NMM-15A SunZia Not Interconnecting with -- 1210
SW New Mexico Grid

NMM-16 Path 47 Congestion Measure -- 1210
Using Utilization Levels

NMM-17 Path 47 Congestion Measure -- 1210
Using Scheduling

COASH & COASH, INC. 602-258-1440

www . coashandcoash.com

Phoenix, AZ
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NO.

NMM-18

NMM-19

NMM-20

NMM-21

NMM-~-22

NMM-23

NMM-24

NMM-25

NMM-26

NMM-27

NMM-28

NMM-29

NMM-30

NMM-31

NMM-32

LS CASE NO. 171 VOL VIII 11/04/2015 1202
INDEX TO EXHIBITS

DESCRIPTION IDENTIFIED ADMITTED
SE Arizona Transmission System -- 1210
Southline Transmission Project -- 1210
El Paso Electric and Cease -- 1210
Using Four Corners Power Plant
in 2016
El Paso Electric Plans re -- 1210
Natural Gas by 2034
PSC of New Mexico Plan re -- 1210
Natural Gas through 2033
PSC of New Mexico Proposed -- 1210
Locations of Natural Gas
Generation Additions
PSC of New Mexico Transmission -- 1210
Needs through 2033
SRP Natural Gas Plants Planned - - 1210
by 2021
APS Planned Resource Additions -- 1210
through 2029
APS - First Step in Expanding -~ 1210
Natural Gas Generation
TEP Planned Natural Gas -- 1210
Additions through 2026
ED4 Petition to Intervene in -- 1210
SunZia Petition for a
Declaratory Order to FERC
Statement by Getts of Sunzia re -- 1210
Level of Pre-build Transmission
Purchases
Arizona EHV Transmission System -- 1210
Outgide Phoenix Metro Area
Definitions of ATC and TTC -- 1210

COASH & COASH, INC.
www . coashandcoash. com

602-258-1440
Phoenix, AZ
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NO.

NMM-33

NMM-34

NMM-35

NMM-36

NMM-37

NMM-38

NMM-39

NMM-40

NMM-41

NMM-42

NMM-43

NMM-44

NMM-45

NMM-47

LS CASE NO. 171 VOL VIII 11/04/2015 1203

INDEX TO EXHIBITS

DESCRIPTION IDENTIFIED ADMITTED

HV Transmission Lines in -- 1210

Central Arizona

SRP New Natural Gas Power -- 1210

Plants at Pinal Central and

Abel by 2020

NREL Solar Prospects for -- 1210

Arizona for Areas of 1 Percent

Slope or Less

Arizona Renewable Energy -- 1210

Requests through 2010

WAPA New 230-kilovolt line from -- 1210

ED5 NW of Tucson to Pinal West

Southline Transmission Project -- 1210

Fact Sheet

Southline Preferred Alternative - 1210

from BLM Draft EIS

Preferred Alternatives for the -- 1210

SunZia and Southline Projects

Initial SunZia Project and -- 1210

Southline Project

Map of White Sands Missile Range -- 1210

Buried Lines

Albuguerque Journal Article -- 1210

about SunZia's Job Potential

Number of Construction Workers - - 1210

Needed to Build the Full Project

Across Both Arizona and New Mexico

Percentage of SunZia Construction -- 1210

Workers Hired in Arizona

Map of SunZia Sulphur Springs -- 1210

Crossing of the San Pedro River

COASH & COASH, INC.
www . coashandcoash. com

602-258-1440
Phoenix, AZ
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NO.

PTE-1

PTE-2

PTE-3

PTE-4

PTE-5

PTE-6

PTE-7

PTE-8

PTE-9

PTE-10

PTE-11

PTE-12

PTE-13

PTE-14

LS CASE NO. 171 VOL VIII 11/04/2015 1204
INDEX TO EXHIBITS

DESCRIPTION IDENTIFIED ADMITTED

High Plains Express Transmission -- 1339

Project Feasibility Study, 2008

Benefit-Cost Analysis of -- 1339

Frontier Line Possibilities

Energy Development Forecast -- 1339

Analysis, SunZia Final EIS,

2013

Average Retail Price of - - 1339

Electricity 2002-2014 USEIA

Average Price of Coal and Gas -- 1339

in Arizona for Electricity

Production, 1990-2013

Heartland Line Burial Cost -- 1338 not
admitted

Article from The Albugquerque 298 1339

Journal

Interstate Transmission Projects -- 1339

from 8th ACC BTA, ACC Docket

No. E-00000D-12-0002

Schematic Diagram of Some -- 1339

Proposed "Clean" Transmission

Lines in AZ and NM

Description of Lucky Corridor -- 1339

Description of Western Spirit -- 1339

Clean Line

BLM Notice to Prepare SunZia -- 1339

EIS, Federal Register 2009

SunZia Map from BLM Record of -- 1339

Decision, 2015

2013 Underground Transmission, -- 1339

Infeasibility, SunZia Final EIS

COASH & COASH, INC.
www . coashandcoash. com

602-258-1440
Phoenix, AZ
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NO.

PTE-15

PTE-16

PTE-17

PTE-18

PTE-19

PTE-20

PTE-21

PTE-22

PTE-23

PTE-24

PTE-25

ACC-1

ACC-2

ACC-3

ACC-4

ACC-5

ACC-6

PIN-1

COASH & COASH,

LS CASE NO. 171 VOL VIII
INDEX TO EXHIBITS
DESCRIPTION

2013 Underground Transmission,
Feasibility, SunZia TWG Report

SunZia Project Need and

Benefits, CEC Application, 2015

Southline, SunZia Routesg on

GoogleEarth

Southline Transmission Project
Route, Draft EIS, 2014

Southline Transmission Project
Objectives, DEIS, 2014

Change in Arizona Electrical
Demand Forecast, 2014

EPA Clean Power Plan for AZ, 2015
EPA Revised Ozone Standard 2015
Comments on SunZia DEIS, 2012

7/12/13 Letter from Else
to Hudgens-Williams

Else/FAR Comments on SunZia Line
Burial Mitigation Environmental
Assessment, 2014

Presentation of Williamson
Presentation of Williamson

First Set of Data Requests
Second Set of Data Requests
First Set of Data Requests, SRP

First Set of Data Requests, TEP

Pinal County Position Statement

INC.

www . coashandcoash.com

11/04/2015

IDENTIFIED ADMITTED

-- 1339

-- 1339

- - 1327 not

offered

-- 1339

-- 1339

-- 1339

-- 13395
-- 1339
-- 1339

1339

-- 1339
1355 1374
1356 1374
1372 1374
1372 1374
1372 1374
1373 1374

1425 1426

602-258-1440
Phoenix, AZ

1205
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LS CASE NO. 171 VOL IX 11/05/2015 1461
1 INDEX TO PUBLIC COMMENT
2 SESSION PAGE
3 Public Comment 1695
4
5
INDEX TO EXAMINATIONS
6 WITNESSES PAGE
7 VASHTI SUPPLEE
8 Direct Examination by Ms. McVie 1468
Cross-Examination by Mr. Hains 1578
9 Cross-Examination by Mr. Lofland 1584
Redirect Examination by Ms. McVie 1597
10
SCOTT WILBOR CONTINUED
11
Direct Examination by Ms. McVie 1599
12 Cross-Examination by Mr. Lofland 1668
Redirect Examination by Ms. McVie 1689

13
14

15 INDEX TO EXHIBITS
16 NO. DESCRIPTION
17 (None)
18

19

20
21
22
23
24
25

COASH & COASH, INC.
www . coashandcoash.com

IDENTIFIED ADMITTED

602-258-1440
Phoenix, AZ
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LS CASE NO. 171 VOL X 11/16/2015 1719
INDEX TO PUBLIC COMMENTS
SESSION PAGE
Morning Public Comments 1726
Afternoon Public Comments 1831
INDEX TO EXAMINATIONS
WITNESSES PAGE
CHRISTINA McVIE
Direct Testimony by Ms. McVie 1751
Cross-Examination by Mr. Lofland 1877
TOM WRAY - RECALLED
Direct Examination by Mr. Acken 1900
MARK ETHERTON, STEVE SWANSON, and
DAVID KAHRS - REBUTTAL
Direct Examination by Mr. Acken 1925
INDEX TO EXHIBITS
NO. DESCRIPTION IDENTIFIED ADMITTED
Committee-6 Pima County and RUCO . 1890 public
Letters comment
Committee-7 Staff Filing of RES 1890 public
Compliance of Utilities comment
ROB-1 Direct Testimony of -- 1899
Soriano
ROB-1A Proposed Modifications -- 1899
Map
ROB-3 2003 Subdivision Map -- 1899
ROB-4 2005 Subdivigion Map -- 1899
COASH & COASH, INC. 602-258-1440
www . coashandcoash. com Phoenix, AZ
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LS CASE NO. 171 VOL X 11/16/2015 1720

INDEX TO EXHIBITS

NO. DESCRIPTION

ROB-5 2015 Subdivision Map
Sun-19 Slides for Rebuttal
Sun-20 Revised Draft CEC
Sun-21 RUCO Letter

Sun-22 Mitigation Tables

COASH & COASH, INC.
www . coashandcoash. com

IDENTIFIED ADMITTED
-- 18995
1921 - -
1900 --
1521 --

1921 --

602-258-1440
Phoenix, AZ
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SESSION

LS CASE NO.

171 VOL XI

INDEX TO PUBLIC COMMENT

Morning Public Comment

WITNESSES

INDEX TO EXAMINATIONS

MARK ETHERTON, STEVE SWANSON, TOM WRAY

and DAVID KAHRS -

REBUTTAL

Direct Examination by Mr. Acken

NO.

Sun-11

Sun-20

RED-1

RED-2

RED-3

RED-4

RED-5

RED-5B

RED-6

COASH & COASH,

INDEX TO EXHIBITS

DESCRIPTION

Form of CEC

11/17/2015

PAGE

1974

PAGE

1992

IDENTIFIED ADMITTED

Revised Draft CEC

Biography of Chris Flethcer

Biography Stephanie Smallhouse

Districts as Political

Subdivisions

A.R.S8. 37-1001

Redington NRCD
Plan 2010-2016

Redington NRCD
Implementation

Redington NRCD

Long Range

Conservation
Strategy

Major

Utility Corridor

INC.

www . coashandcoash.com

933 not
offered 1990

1900 not
offered 1990

-— 1985
- - » 1985
- - 1985
1985 official

notice 1984

-- 1985

-- 1985

-- 1985

602-258-1440

Phoenix, AZ

1968
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25

NO.

RED-7

RED-8

RED-9
RED-10
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l\é MARGRAVE CELMINS

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Suite 101
8171 E. Indian Bend Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85250

Telephone (480) 984-2000 Lat J. Celmins
Telecopier (480) 9942008 Email: lcelmins@ meluwfirm com

www.mclawfirm.com

November 24, 20156

Via email: mh({@coashandcoash.com

Marta Hetzer

Coash & Coash, Inc.
1802 North 7 Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85006

Re: Missing Exhibits — Winkelman NRCD and Redington NRCD
Sunzia Line Siting Committee Hearing

Dear Marta:

In response to your recent request regarding missing exhibits not
submitted at the hearing on behalf of Winkelman NRCD and Redington NRCD,
this letter will confirm that we have provided you with the exhibits filed with
the ACC Docket Control and served on all other parties, but not made
available to the Court Reporter. ‘

Missing exhibits on behalf of Winkelman NRCD.

Exhibit 6C, Winkelman Natural Resource Conservation District Land
Management Plan, Policy 1 Major Corridors Policy.

Exhibit 6D, Winkelman Natural Resource Conservation District Land
Management Plan, Policy 2 Customs and Culture.

Exhibit 11A, Memorandum of Understanding Between Winkelman
Natural Resource Conservation District and Safford District (4 pages).

Exhibit 11B, Memorandum of Understanding for Coordinated
Resource Management in Arizona (10 pages).

Member of LawPact’ - An International Association of Independent Business Law Firms
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A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

1\@ MARGRAVE CELMINS

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Marta Hetzer

Cuash and Coash, Inc.
November 24, 2015
Page 2

Missing Exhibit on behalf of Redington NRCD

Exhibit 16, Various maps showing Pipeline Road Erosion issues, 6 maps.

Very truly yours,

]
MARGRAVE PELMINS, P.C.

LJC/ka
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BEFORE THE
ARIZONA POWER PLANT AND TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMITTEE

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION
OF SUNZIA TRANSMISSION LLC, IN
CONFORMANCE WITH THE
REQUIREMENTS OF ARIZONA REVISED
STATUTES 40-360, ET SEQ., FOR A
CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL
COMPATIBILITY AUTHORIZING THE

DOCKET NO. L-00000_-15-00

SUNZIA SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION Case No.
PROJECT, WHICH INCLUDES THE
CONSTRUCTION OF TWO NEW 500 KV NOTICE OF FILING

TRANSMISSION LINES AND APPLICATION

ASSOCIATED FACILITIES ORIGINATING
AT A NEW SUBSTATION (SUNZIA EAST)
IN LINCOLN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO,
AND TERMINATING AT THE PINAL
CENTRAL SUBSTATION IN PINAL
COUNTY, ARIZONA. THE ARIZONA
PORTION OF THE PROJECT IS LOCATED
WITHIN GRAHAM, GREENLEE,
COCHISE, PINAL, AND PIMA COUNTIES.

\./\/\/\_/\/\/\/\/v'v\_/\./\./\/\_/\/\/vv\./\./

As required by A.R.S. Section 40-360.0, SunZia Transmission, LLC, files its
Application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility (“Application”) for the
SunZia Southwest Transmission Project, which includes the construction of two new

500kV transmission lines and associated facilities.

Pursuant to A.R.S. Sections 40-360 through 40-360.14 and A.A.C. R14-3-201
through R14-3-200, enclosed are 25 copies of the Application. The filing fee required by
A.R.S. Section 40-360.09 is also enclosed.

Communications concerning the Application should be addressed to:

Albert H. Acken
Samuel L. Lofland

Ryley Carlock & Applewhite S

One North Central Avenue = N
Suite 1200 52 oA
Phoenix, AZ 85004-4417 T S8
Telephone: (602) 258-7701 NS
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Lawrence V. Robertson, Jr.

Of Counsel, MungerChadwick, PLC
P.O. Box 1448

Tubac, AZ 85646-1448

Telephone: (520) 398-0411

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 2™ day of September, 2015.
RYLEY CARLOCK & APPJLEWHITE

By:=

Albert H. Acken

Samuel L. Lofland

Ryley Carlock & Applewhite

One North Central Avenue, Suite 1200
Phoenix, Arizona 85004-4417

MUNGERCHADWICK, PLC

By:hed Zd_FOR_ Lt ggyis

Lawrende V. Robertson, Jr.
Of Counsel

P.O. Box 1448

Tubac, AZ 85646-1448

ORIGI AL and 25 copies filed
this 2” day of September, 2015,
with:

Docket Control

Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85007

COPY of the foregoing was hand-delivered
this 2™ day of September, 2015, to:

Chairman Thomas Chenal

Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee
Attorney General’s Office

1275 W. Washington Street

Phoenix, AZ 85007

Janice M. Alward

Chief Counsel, Legal Division
Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenjx, Arizona 85007

By:é@u 7,(\ f{,/,\/ !
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BEFORE THE
POWER PLANT AND TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMITTEE

In the matter of the Application of SunZia
Transmission LLC, in conformance with the
requirements of Arizona Revised Statutes
40-360, et seq., for a Certificate of
Environmental Compatibility authorizing
the SunZia Southwest Transmission Project,
which includes the construction of two new
500 kV transmission lines and associated
facilities originating at a new substation
(SunZia East) in Lincoln County, New
Mexico, and terminating at the Pinal Central
Substation in Pinal County, Arizona. The
Arizona portion of the project would be
located within Greenlee, Graham, Cochise,
Pima, and Pinal counties in Arizona.

APPLICATION FOR
CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

SunZia Transmission, LLC (SunZia) is seeking a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility
(CEC) from the Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee (Siting
Committee) for authority to construct the proposed SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
(Project) in Arizona. The Arizona portion of the Project comprises the construction of two new
500-kilovolt (kV) transmission lines and associated facilities. The Project is needed to increase
transfer capability and reliability, thereby relieving existing transmission congestion and
allowing additional electricity to be generated and transported to western power markets and
load centers in Arizona and the Desert Southwest. The Project will be colocated with areas of
undeveloped renewable resource potential to provide a path for energy delivery to help meet
growing demand for electricity in the western United States, including Arizona. The Project will
also assist Arizona load-serving utilities by providing additional energy delivery options and to
meet state renewable portfolio standards and new federal mandates while addressing
transmission needs that have been identified at local, regional, and national levels.

PROJECT OVERVIEW

The Project includes two new, single-circuit 500 kV transmission lines. The length of the
Proposed Route within Arizona, described in this CEC Application, is approximately 199 miles.
The Proposed Route enters Arizona in Greenlee County, approximately three miles north of the
Cochise County line, and terminates at the existing Pinal Central Substation in Pinal County,
Arizona (Figure ES-1). The Proposed Route crosses lands administered by the Arizona State
Land Department (ASLD), Bureau of Reclamation (BOR), and Bureau of Land Management
(BLM), and private lands (Exhibit A-1). The Proposed Route will be located within the planning
areas of Greenlee County, Graham County, Cochise County, Pinal County, Pima County, City of
Coolidge, and the City of Eloy.

The Project will require new rights-of-way on federal, state, and private lands for the
transmission lines and related associated facilities; the typical right-of-way width will be up to
200 feet for each of the two transmission lines within a single 2,500 foot-wide corridor.
Typically there will be a 50-foot wide separation between the two transmission line rights-of-
way. However, in some locations, the separation of the transmission line rights-of-way could be
up to 1,000 feet to accommodate physical constraints such as terrain features, or to avoid
sensitive environmental resources and to preserve critical habitat, existing land uses, and
important cultural resources. Based on a typical span of 1,400 feet between transmission line
structures, three to four transmission line structures per mile will be required for each of the two
lines, with typical structure heights of 135 feet, typically ranging from 100 to 170 feet in certain
conditions. Project design features and details, including typical structure diagrams anticipated
for the Project, are provided in Exhibit G.

The Project will include construction of the Willow-500 kV Substation, located on ASLD land in
Graham County, Arizona. The location of the proposed Willow-500 kV Substation is
approximately 3 miles north of the Cochise County line and approximately 1 mile east of US
Highway 191. The Pinal Central Substation, at the Project’s western terminus, was approved by
the ACC in 2005 (Decision No. 68093) and constructed by Salt River Project (SRP). The Pinal
Central Substation is located approximately 7.5 miles east of Interstate 10 on privately owned

SunZia Transmission LLC CEC Application
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land within the City of Coolidge. SunZia’s 500 kV transmission lines will terminate inside the
existing Pinal Central Substation. These substations will provide Arizona’s utilities and load
centers with access to the energy, including renewable energy, transmitted by the SunZia Project.

At least one of the two 500 kV transmission lines will be constructed and operated as an
alternating current (AC) facility. The other transmission line could be either an AC or direct
current (DC) facility. If one of the lines is constructed as a DC facility, then the Project will
include construction of a new DC converter station, which will be located within the requested
2500 foot corridor and within 1 mile east of the Pinal Central Substation.

PROJECT NEED AND BENEFITS

The SunZia Project benefits Arizona by providing needed increases in energy and power transfer
capability and improved transmission reliability. Consequently, the Project will: (1) reduce
existing transmission congestion; (2) support the development and transmission of renewable
energy resources, such as solar and wind energy, currently located within areas of undeveloped
renewable resource potential; (3) provide power to help meet future electricity demand in
Arizona; (4) provide a strategic option for Arizona, and its utilities, to comply with increasingly
burdensome federal air quality standards; and (5) provide needed jobs and state and local
revenues.

The SunZia Project will enable the delivery of renewable energy essential for achieving
compliance with existing and pending federal standards. By 2025, Arizona’s Renewable Energy
Standard and Tariff requires regulated electric utilities to generate 15 percent of total energy
from renewable energy technologies, and beginning in 2025, a significant reduction in carbon
dioxide (CO,) emissions from electricity generating units is required by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s Clean Power Plan. To meet the Clean Power Plan emission reduction
requirement in Arizona, utilities will likely need to reduce reliance on high-emitting coal-fired
power plants and obtain power from zero-emitting renewable sources. In addition, a pending
regulation affecting Arizona utilities is the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) final
revised ozone standard, expected to be promulgated in October 2015. This new federal rule will
likely further limit the development of new, and major modifications of existing, fossil fuel
power plants in Arizona.

The Project will also provide needed jobs and revenue in Arizona. The Project will provide
significant employment opportunities during its anticipated construction period (over 2500 jobs
in Arizona); tax benefits through property, state, and local taxes; and significant revenue to
ASLD.

PROJECT HISTORY

SunZia originated from regional transmission planning efforts.

The Southwest Area Transmission Subregional Planning Group (SWAT) is an organization
within the Western Electricity Coordinating Council (WECC) that promotes coordinated regional
planning of the transmission grid in Arizona, New Mexico, southern Nevada, and southern
California. SWAT includes transmission owners and customers, environmental and conservation
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interests, independent and merchant transmission and generation project owners, governmental
organizations like the Arizona Corporation Commission (Commission), and other stakeholders.
In 2006, SWAT identified the need for significant transmission expansion between southern
New Mexico and southern Arizona to serve growing electrical loads, increase system power
transfer limits and import capability requirements, and provide service for the growing demand
for renewable energy resources, particularly from remote renewable energy zones that have
limited or no access to transmission infrastructure. The Project was conceptualized as a result of
SWAT’s findings. Since 2006, the Project has been included in SWAT’s collaborative planning
process.

Additionally, SunZia submits annual updates to its Ten Year Plan each January with the Arizona
Corporation Commission, and is an active participant in the Commission’s Biennial
Transmission Assessment process.

SunZia is an independent transmission project owned by multiple parties.

SRP, Tucson Electric Power Company (TEP), Tri-State Generation and Transmission
Association, and Shell Wind Energy are minority owners, while Southwestern Power Group I,
LLC (SWPG), a wholly owned subsidiary of MMR Group, is the significant majority owner of
the Project. SWPG serves as the project manager.

SunZia has been the subject of a nearly six-year, comprehensive environmental study
process that included impact analyses, significant public involvement, and detailed reviews
of alternative routes and mitigation planning.

During the summer of 2008, SWPG, acting on behalf of all the Project owners, conducted an
analysis of numerous possible alternative transmission alignments. Siting criteria included
maximizing the use of existing linear infrastructure features (including high voltage transmission
lines, pipelines, roads, existing but unused rights-of-way, canal easements, etc.), while avoiding
or minimizing areas within which construction and operation of electric transmission
infrastructure will result in a significant incompatible use of the land. In September 2008, SunZia
filed a SF-299 right-of-way application with the BLM, requesting a 1,000 foot right-of-way
across federal lands in Arizona and New Mexico. SunZia’s requested route at that time was
approximately 460 miles long.

BLM became the lead federal agency to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in
order to comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other federal laws and
regulations.

During the EIS study and review process, which commenced in 2009, 14 cooperating federal and
state agencies joined the effort, thereby affording the BLM the benefit of each agency’s
particular special expertise and guidance. Arizona cooperating agencies included the ASLD, the
Arizona Game and Fish Department (AGFD), and the Arizona Department of Transportation
(ADQT). These cooperating agencies actively participated during the NEPA process.

To issue a right-of-way under the Federal Land Policy and Management Act, the BLM identified
and selected the Arizona portion of the Project after coordination, consultation, and input from
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these Arizona state agencies. The Arizona portion of the BLM Preferred Alternanertive Route
(PAR) is the Proposed Route that SunZia requests in this CEC Application.

Significant and comprehensive public and stakeholder involvement was carried out during the
NEPA process. For example, BLM conducted a series of public scoping meetings in Arizona
during the June 2009-June 2010 timeframe; over 200 people attended the meetings that were
held in Eloy, Oracle, Safford, Willcox, and Tucson, and approximately 1,000 written comments
were provided to the BLM. Additionally, during, before, and after this time period, Project
representatives met with local stakeholders, municipalities, and boards of supervisors in Pinal,
Pima, Graham, Cochise, and Greenlee counties to inform them of general project planning
activities and seek their input.

BLM issued a Draft EIS in May 2012 and invited public comment. Another round of public
meetings was conducted in Safford, Benson, Tucson, San Manuel, and Eloy, and the BLM
received over 900 written comments for its review and consideration.

In June 2013, the BLM issued the Final EIS for the Project and invited public comment. The
BLM’s PAR in the Final EIS is 515 miles long. The Arizona portion of the PAR is 199 miles. Of
that length, 131 miles cross land managed by ASLD, 50 miles cross lands managed by BLM, and
18 miles cross private land.

In its role as a cooperating agency and primary landowner in Arizona during the EIS process, the
ASLD provided guidance to BLM that included the identification, evaluation, analysis, and
comparison of numerous alternative transmission line route segments leading to the final route
selection of the PAR, which is the same as the Proposed Route.

After issuance of the Final EIS, the BLM issued its Record of Decision (ROD) in January 2015,
concluding the federal environmental review of the Project that was initiated in May 2009. To
date, the Project has undergone almost six years of engineering analysis, environmental review,
and system performance evaluations for a range of alternatives, including the Proposed Route.

The Arizona portion of the Proposed Route was selected after coordination, consultation, and
input among the ASLD, AGFD, ADOT, and the BLM.

PROPOSED PROJECT ROUTE

The SunZia Proposed Route is a total of 199 miles within Arizona, and is parallel to
approximately 117 miles of existing utility corridors (as shown in Figure 1 of the Application).
The Proposed Route crosses the New Mexico-Arizona state line from Hidalgo County, New
Mexico into Greenlee County, Arizona, approximately three miles north of the Cochise County
line. The Proposed Route proceeds east to west for approximately 37 miles from the state line
into Graham County and south of the Hot Well Dunes Recreation Area, and continues through
the San Simon Valley to the proposed Willow-500 kV Substation, located approximately three
miles north of the Cochise County line.

The Proposed Route proceeds southwest from the proposed Willow-500 kV Substation, parallel
to two 345 kV transmission lines operated by TEP for approximately 47 miles, and crosses two
pipelines and US Route 191. The route crosses the TEP 345 kV lines approximately 1 mile west
of the San Pedro River and turns northwest and continues through the northeast corner of Pima
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County into Pinal County, of which approximately 12 miles will be parallel to an existing
pipeline corridor. The route then turns and heads west approximately 2 miles west of San
Manuel. The route crosses SR 77 (approximately 2 miles north of the community of Oracle), and
parallels a 115 kV transmission line for approximately 10 miles to the southwest, to a point
adjacent to the Oracle Junction Substation. The route then proceeds parallel to the Arizona
Public Service Company’s Cholla-Saguaro 500 kV transmission line and an SWTC 115kV
transmission line for approximately 14 miles and crosses SR 79. The route proceeds northwest,
then north, for approximately 19 miles, of which approximately 16 miles are parallel to and east
of TEP’s Pinal Central-Tortolita 500 kV transmission line (Case 165, Decision No. 73282). The
route then turns northwest, then west, continuing to parallel the Pinal Central-Tortolita 500 kV
line and a pipeline corridor for 6 miles. As the Proposed Route then heads west, it crosses the
Central Arizona Project canal and SR 87 before it proceeds to the Pinal Central Substation
located on the southeast corner of SR 287 and Eleven Mile Corner Road, parallel to the Pinal
Central-Tortolita 500 kV line for an additional 12 miles.

CONCLUSION

In this Application, SunZia is seeking a CEC for the 199-mile Proposed Route that: (1)
maximizes the use of existing utility corridors and infrastructure, (2) minimizes impacts to
sensitive environmental resources, (3) minimizes impacts at river crossings, (4) minimizes
impacts to residential and commercial land uses, and (5) represents an alignment selected with
the input, contributions, and special expertise in Arizona provided by the public, Ft. Huachuca,
San Carlos Irrigation Project/Bureau of Indian Affairs (SCIP/BIA), ASLD, AGFD and ADOT.
The Proposed Route was selected as the result of a comprehensive EIS process that took
approximately 6 years to complete. Upon receiving an Order of the Commission confirming the
Siting Committee’s issuance of a CEC for the Project, SunZia can move forward with right-of-
way acquisition, final engineering and design, and completion of a Plan of Development that
provides detailed construction and operation procedures for the Project.

Current planning indicates construction starting mid-2018, with the first 500 kV transmission
facility and related infrastructure being placed into operation by 2021.
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APPLICATION FOR A
CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY

(Pursuant to A.R.S. §§ 40-360.03 and 40-360.06)

1. Name and address of Applicant:

SunZia Transmission, LLC
3610 N. 44th Street, Suite 250
Phoenix, AZ 85018

2. Name, address and telephone number of a representative of Applicant who has access to
technical knowledge and background information concerning this application, and who
will be available to answer questions or furnish additional information:

Tom Wray

Project Manager

SunZia Transmission LLC
3610 N. 44th Street, Suite 250
Phoenix, AZ 85018

Phone: 602-808-2004

3. Dates on which Applicant filed a Ten Year Plan in compliance with A.R.S. § 40-360.02, in
which the facilities for which this application is made were described:

e January 29, 2009
e January 28, 2010
e January 18, 2011
e January 4, 2012

e January 16, 2013
e January 2, 2014

e January 30, 2015

4. Description of the proposed facilities:
a. Description of electric generating plant:

The Project does not include an electrical generating plant.

SunZia Transmission LLC CEC Application
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b. Description of the proposed transmission line:

i. Nominal voltage for which the lines are designed; description of geographical
points between which the transmission line will run, the straight-line distance
between such points and the length of the transmission line:

(1) Nominal voltage for which the lines are designated:

500 kilovolt (kV) alternating current (AC) or direct current (DC); single circuit. At
least one of the two 500 kV transmission lines will be constructed and operated as an
AC facility; the other transmission line will be either an AC or DC facility.

(2) Description of proposed structures:

The transmission line will be constructed using primarily Guyed “V” galvanized steel
lattice structures. The typical structure height will be 135 feet, ranging between 100
and 170 feet in certain conditions, with a typical span between structures of 1,400
feet. Similar structure types will be used for either the AC or DC transmission lines,
except that each DC structure will contain only two sets of bundled conductors,
versus three sets for an AC structure. In addition, the guyed structures will be vertical
for the DC transmission line, compared to V-shaped towers for the AC transmission
line. The structures will have a dulled gray metal finish, and conductors will have a
non-specular finish in order to reduce visibility.

Exhibit G contains conceptual illustrations of2 proposed structures that maybe used
for the Project. Specific tower configurations will be determined during the design
phase.

(3) Description of proposed substations:

The proposed 500 kV transmission lines will interconnect the proposed SunZia East
Substation at the eastern terminus in New Mexico, and the Pinal Central Substation as
its western terminus in Arizona. The SunZia East Substation will be located in
Lincoln County, New Mexico.

The existing Pinal Central Substation is located within the City of Coolidge in Pinal
County, Arizona, near US Route 287 and US Route 87. Pinal Central was constructed
and placed in service in 2014 and is operated by Salt River Project. Construction of
the Pinal Central Substation was authorized by the Arizona Power Plant and
Transmission Line Siting Committee and the Arizona Corporation Commission on
August 25, 2005, in Decision No. 68093 (Siting Case No. 126). Equipment and
facilities required for interconnection of SunZia will be installed within the fenced
area of the existing substation.

The Arizona portion of the Project includes the proposed Willow-500 kV Substation,
which will be located in Graham County, Arizona, near US Route 191 and the
existing TEP Company Springerville-Vail 345 kV transmission line(s). The Willow-
500 kV Substation will be constructed on lands managed by the Arizona State Land
Department (ASLD). The Willow-500 kV Substation parcel will include a secure,
fenced area containing high voltage electrical equipment, plus sufficient area
surrounding the substation components for placement of transmission structures

SunZia Transmission LLC CEC Application
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entering and exiting the substation, and to provide setbacks as needed to buffer
neighboring lands. The maximum height of structures in the substation will be
approximately 170 feet. The substation yards will be open air and include equipment
such as transformers, circuit breakers, disconnect switches, lightning/surge arrestors,
reactors, capacitors, bus (conductor) structures, and a microwave antenna. Typically,
substation components will be surrounded by an eight-foot-high chain-link fence
topped with barbed wire.

A separate DC converter station will be required if the 500 kV DC option was
utilized, to convert the flow of electricity from DC to AC, and thereby allow the DC
line to deliver energy to the Pinal Central Substation. If needed, the converter station
will be constructed within a fenced parcel of up to 45 acres, located within a 2,500-
foot wide corridor, within 1 mile east of the Pinal Central Substation (see Exhibit G-
3). The location of the siting area and a typical converter station arrangement is
shown in the schematic drawing (Exhibit G-3). The converter station will have the
necessary equipment for the conversion of DC to AC voltages and filtering
equipment. The typical facilities needed for the conversion will be thyristor valves,
smoothing reactors, converter transformation (all contained within the converter
building), capacitors for reactive compensation, and specific harmonic filtering for
the AC termination into the Pinal Central substation. The interconnection between the
Pinal Central Substation and the converter station will require two 500 kV AC
transmission lines. The parcel will include the secure, fenced area containing the
electrical equipment, plus sufficient area surrounding the substation components for
placement of transmission structures entering and exiting the station, and provide
setbacks to buffer neighboring lands. The maximum height of transmission structures
in the converter station will be approximately 170 feet.

(4) Purpose for constructing said transmission line and substations:

The SunZia Project benefits Arizona by providing needed increases in energy and
power transfer capability and improved transmission reliability. Consequently, the
Project will (1) reduce existing transmission congestion; (2) support the development
and transmission of renewable energy resources, such as solar and wind energy,
currently located within areas of undeveloped renewable resource potential; (3)
provide power to help meet future electricity demand in Arizona; (4) provide a
strategic option for Arizona, and its utilities, to comply with increasingly burdensome
federal air quality standards; and (5) provide needed jobs and state and local
revenues.

The need for additional transmission infrastructure to increase transfer capability,
improve reliability, and address existing congestion has been identified in federal,
regional, and state processes. SunZia will contribute to improved system reliability
with additional transmission lines and substation connections increasing transmission
capacity where congestion exists and providing access where limited transmission
currently restricts delivery to customers.

Moreover, the Project will facilitate renewable resource development and the
distribution of power to load centers throughout Arizona and the Desert Southwest.

SunZia Transmission LLC CEC Application
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For example, the Western Governors’ Association’s Western Renewable Energy
Zone study identified 10,500 MW of solar potential in southeast Arizona and
southwest New Mexico and 11,300 MW of potential wind resources near the SunZia
Project’s eastern terminus.

The SunZia Project will enable the delivery of renewable energy essential for
achieving compliance with existing and pending federal standards. By 2025,
Arizona’s Renewable Energy Standard and Tariff requires regulated electric utilities
to generate 15 percent of total energy from renewable energy technologies, and
beginning in 2025, a significant reduction in carbon dioxide (CO;) emissions from
electricity generating units is required by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s Clean Power Plan. To meet the Clean Power Plan emission reduction
requirement in Arizona, utilities will likely need to reduce reliance on high-emitting
coal-fired power plants and obtain power from zero-emitting renewable sources. In
addition, a pending regulation affecting Arizona utilities is EPA’s final revised ozone
standard, expected to be promulgated in October 2015. This new federal rule will
likely further limit the development of new and major modifications of existing fossil
fuel power plants in Arizona.

The Project benefits also include property, state, and local taxes paid by the SunZia
Project and generation facilities that will utilize SunZia’s new transmission capacity.
During a three-year construction period, SunZia will provide significant employment
opportunities, including over 2,500 jobs in Arizona; sales and property tax revenues;
and significant revenue to the ASLD from right-of-way lease payments®.

ii) General Location

(1) Description of the geographic points between which the transmission lines will
run:

The transmission line route enters Arizona in Greenlee County in Section 14,
Township 11 South, Range 32 East of Pinal County, Arizona, approximately 3 miles
north of Cochise County.

The project will terminate at the existing Pinal Central Substation located in Section
18, Township 6 South, Range 8 East of Pinal County, Arizona, just south of the
intersection of State Route 287 and Eleven Mile Corner Road.

The Proposed Route crosses private land and lands administered by the ASLD,
Bureau of Land Management (BLM), and Bureau of Reclamation (BOR). The
Proposed Route crosses lands located within the planning areas of Greenlee County,
Graham County, Cochise County, Pinal County, Pima County, the City of Coolidge,
and the City of Eloy.

* According to “The SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Economic Impact Analysis,” prepared by the
University of Arizona and New Mexico State University (2011, revised January 2012), attached Appendix G1 to the
SunZia Southwest Final Environmental Impact Statement, included herewith at Exhibit B-1, the Project will
provide: approximately $13.29 to $17.04 million in Arizona State sales tax for the construction of the transmission
line and substation portions within the state of Arizona, and approximately $9.13 to $11.02 million in Arizona local
sales tax for the construction of the transmission line and substation portions within the state of Arizona.
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(2) Straight-line distance between such geographic points:

The straight-line distance from the Arizona state line in Greenlee County to the Pinal
Central Substation located in Pinal County is approximately 149 miles.

(3) Length of the transmission line route:

The length of the Proposed Route is approximately 199 miles.

iii) Detailed Dimensions:
(1) Nominal width of right-of-way requested:

SunZia Transmission LLC is requesting approval of a typical right-of-way width of
up to 200 feet for each of the two transmission lines within a single 2,500 foot-wide
corridor. Typically there will be a 50 foot-wide separation between the two
transmission line rights-of-way; however, in some locations, the separation of the
transmission line rights-of-way could be up to 1,000 feet to accommodate physical
constraints such as terrain features or avoid sensitive environmental resources, and to
preserve critical habitat, existing land uses, and important cultural resources.

(2) Nominal length of span:

The nominal length of span between transmission structures is approximately 1,400 to
1,700 feet.

(3) Typical height of structures above ground.:

The typical structure height will be 135 feet, ranging between 100 and 170 feet based
on span length and terrain conditions.

(4) Maximum height of supporting structures:

Proposed structures vary in height, with none anticipated to exceed 199 feet, in order
to remain below the threshold at which the structure may affect navigable airspace
based on Federal Aviation Administration regulations.

(5) Minimum height of conductor above ground:

The minimum conductor height above ground for the AC transmission line will be 30
to 35 feet, at 176 degrees Fahrenheit conductor operating temperature, based on
National Electric Safety Code (NESC) and Applicant’s design standards. The exact
height of each structure will be governed by topography and safety requirements for
conductor clearance to grounded surfaces. The AC transmission line configuration
requires three sets of bundled conductors.

If the 500 kV DC transmission line is constructed, it will use the same type of
conductor as the AC transmission line, except that each DC structure will contain
only two sets of bundled conductors. Minimum conductor height above ground for
the DC transmission line will be 38 feet, based on NESC standards. The exact height
of each structure will be governed by topography and safety requirements for
conductor clearance to grounded surfaces. The AC transmission line configuration
requires three sets of bundled conductors.

SunZia Transmission LLC CEC Application
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iv) Estimated costs of proposed transmission lines and substation:

ESTIMATED COSTS OF PROPOSED TRANSMISSION LINES AND SUBSTATION
| Initial Cost* Annual Cost’

roject Components’
Transmission Construction $720,000,000 0
Substation Construction $90,000,000 0
Right-of-Way Acquisition $25,000,000 $867,000
Total $835,000,000 $867,000

1 Two 500 kV AC Transmission lines
2 Costs in 2015 U.S. Dollars

v) Description of the proposed route and substation locations:

In this application, SunZia proposes the route identified in Figure ES-1 and Exhibit A
(Proposed Route), which was studied in detail and identified as the BLM Preferred
Alternative Route (PAR) in the Record of Decision (ROD) for the Final Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS). The description of the Proposed Route for this Application is
provided below.

The Proposed Route is a total of 199 miles in length within Arizona, and will be parallel
to approximately 117 miles of existing or designated utility corridors. The Proposed
Route crosses the New Mexico-Arizona state line from Hidalgo County, New Mexico
into Greenlee County, Arizona, approximately three miles north of the Cochise County
line. The Proposed Route proceeds east to west for approximately 37 miles from the state
line into Graham County and south of the Hot Well Dunes Recreation Area, and
continues through the San Simon Valley to the proposed Willow-500 kV Substation,
located approximately 3 miles north of the Cochise County line and 1 mile east of US
Highway 191 in Graham County, Arizona.

The Proposed Route proceeds southwest from the proposed Willow-500 kV Substation,
parallel to two 345 kV transmission lines operated by Tucson Electric Power (TEP) for
approximately 47 miles, and crosses two pipelines and US Route 191. The route crosses
the TEP 345 kV lines approximately 1 mile west of the San Pedro River and turns
northwest and continues through the northeast corner of Pima County into Pinal, of which
approximately 12 miles will be parallel to an existing pipeline corridor. The route then
turns and heads west approximately 2 miles west of San Manuel. The route crosses SR 77
(approximately 2 miles north of the community of Oracle), and parallels a 115 kV
transmission line for approximately 10 miles to the southwest, to a point adjacent to the
Oracle Junction Substation. The route then proceeds parallel to the Arizona public
Service (APS) Cholla-Saguaro 500 kV transmission line anda SWTC 115 kV
transmission line for approximately 14 miles and crosses SR 79. The route proceeds
northwest, then north and parallel to the TEP Pinal Central-Tortolita 500 kV transmission
line for approximately 16 miles (Case 165, Decision No. 73282). The Proposed Route
then turns northwest, then west, continuing to parallel the Pinal Central-Tortolita 500 kV
line and a pipeline corridor for approximately 6 miles. As the Proposed Route then heads
west, it crosses a Central Arizona Project canal and SR 87 before it proceeds to the Pinal
Central Substation, located on the southeast corner of SR 287 and Eleven Mile Corner
Road, parallel to the Pinal Central-Tortolita 500 kV line for an additional 12 miles. If one
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of the lines is constructed as a DC facility, then the Project will include construction of a
new DC converter station, which will be located within the requested 2500 foot corridor
and within 1 mile east of the Pinal Central Substation.

Numerous alternatives to the Proposed Route were identified during the development of
the EIS. The analysis and comparison of alternative routes were documented in the Final
EIS. The description of alternatives and rationale for selection of the PAR, and thus
Applicant’s decision to select the same as the Proposed Route, are included in Section 7
and Exhibit B-1 of this Application.

vi) Land Ownership:

Land ownership corresponding to SunZia’s Proposed Route is indicated in the following
table and the map in Exhibit A-1.

LAND OWNERSHIP
Bureau of Land Bureau of | Arizona State
Management | Reclamation’ | Trust Land Private Total
Miles! 49.8 0.4 130.6 17.7 198.5
Percent 25.1% 0.2% 65.8% 8.9% 100.0%
! Based on approximate location of the proposed transmission line corridor centerline
? Central Arizona Project canal crossing in Pinal County

5. Jurisdictions:
a) Areas of jurisdiction (as defined in A.R.S. Section 40-360) affected by this route:

The areas of jurisdiction corresponding to SunZia’s Proposed Route are indicated in the
following table.

JURISDICTION

Greenlee | Graham | Cochise Pima Pinal City of Total
County | County | County | County | County Coolidge’
Miles' 9.6 33.1 57.8 16.2 81.8 <0.1 198.5
Percent 4.8 16.7 29.1 8.2 41.2 <0.1 100
1.Based on approximate location of the proposed transmission line corridor centerline
2.Pinal Central Substation is located in the recently annexed portion of City of Coolidge
SunZia Transmission LLC CEC Application
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b) Designation of proposed sites or routes, if any, which are contrary to the zoning
ordinances or master plans of affected areas of jurisdiction: ‘

The Project is not contrary to zoning ordinances or master plans of any affected areas of
jurisdiction.

6. Description of the environmental studies Applicant has performed:

The following is a list of environmental studies performed by the Applicant or other
agencies and organizations on the Project.

o Draft EIS (May 2012)
e Final EIS and Appendices (June 2013), EXHIBIT B-1

This Final Environmental Impact Statement and Proposed Resource Management Plan
Amendments (EIS) document was prepared to analyze and disclose the potential effects
of the proposed SunZia Southwest Transmission Project. The BLM served as the lead
tederal agency for preparing the EIS, and published its notice of intent to prepare the EIS
in the Federal Register on May 29, 2009.

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Council on
Environmental Quality NEPA regulations, the Department of the Interior’s NEPA
regulations, and other applicable authorities, the BLM analyzed the environmental

impacts of the proposed Project and a reasonable range of alternatives. The Notice of
Availability (NOA) of the Draft EIS was published in the Federal Register on May 29, .
2012, and the Final EIS NOA was published on June 14, 2013. The ROD, published by

the BLM on January 23, 2015, approved the issuance of a right-of-way grant under

certain terms and conditions for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the

proposed SunZia Project facilities on federal lands administered by the BLM.

Fourteen cooperating agencies participated in the preparation of the EIS, including the
ASLD; Arizona Game and Fish Department (AGFD); Arizona Department of
Transportation (ADOT); Department of the Army, Fort Huachuca; Bureau of Indian
Affairs; U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; Department of the Army, Fort Bliss; Department
of the Army, White Sands Missile Range; U.S. Air Force, Holloman Air Force Base; U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service; U.S. National Park Service; Department of Defense Siting
Clearinghouse, Office of the Deputy Under Secretary (Installations and Environment);
New Mexico State Land Office; and New Mexico Spaceport Authority.

o EIS Appendices
o Appendix A: Opportunities and Constraints Analysis
o Appendix B: Biological Resources

= B1 Biological Technical Report (Addendum)

SunZia Transmission LLC CEC Application
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= B2 Analysis of Potential Avian Collisions with Transmission Lines at
Four Locations on the Rio Grande in New Mexico

= B3 Estimated Distribution of Special-status Species

o Appendix C: Cultural Resources

o Appendix D: Visual Resources
s D1 Scenic Quality Rating Units
= D2 Contrast Rating Worksheets
= D3 Visual Resource Inventory Tables
» D4 Viewing Locations
» D5 Key Observation Points and Simulation Locations
= D6 Simulations

o Appendix E: Land Use Data

o Appendix F: Climate and Air Quality

‘ o Appendix G: Social and Economic Resources

* G1 SunZia Economic Impact Assessment and Supplement: Impacts of
Potential Renewable Generation Facilities

= (32 Social and Economic Resources
o Appendix H: Resource Impact Analysis Data
o Appendix I: Analysis of Access Conditions and Potential Ground Disturbance
o Appendix J: Comments on the Draft EIS
o Appendix K: SunZia Project Preliminary EMF and Corona Effects Study
o Appendix L: National Scenic and Historic Trails Assessment
o Appendix M: Draft Programmatic Agreement
o Map Volume

e Biological and Conference Opinion and Conference Report, United States Fish and
Wildlife (November 2013)
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e Approved Programmatic Agreement (December 2014) .

In addition to these studies, other studies were conducted for the New Mexico portion of
the Project. For a complete list, see the Final EIS.

The BLM also conducted an Environmental Assessment for a portion of the line in New
Mexico prior to issuance of the ROD. However, because it involved only resources in
New Mexico, and only a portion of the Project in New Mexico, it is neither discussed
herein nor included in Exhibit B.

This Application also includes Exhibits A through J, which provide descriptions of the
environmental studies conducted for the Project.

7. Rationale for selection of Proposed Route:

The Proposed Route as described in this Application has been found by SunZia and its
environmental consultant, EPG, to be within the range of impacts deemed
“environmentally compatible” in past Arizona siting decisions. A comprehensive 6-year
study of alternatives was conducted that resulted in the identification of the Proposed
Route as described in this Application. Summarily, the rationale for the selection of the
Proposed Route follows.

In comparison with other alternatives evaluated in previous studies, the Proposed Route
was selected because it will:

e maximize use of existing utility corridors

® minimize impacts to sensitive resources

e minimize impacts at river crossings

e minimize impacts to residential and commercial uses

A major portion of the Proposed Route will be constructed along established utility
corridors where existing access is available. Approximately 59 percent (117 miles) of the
Proposed Route will be parallel to existing utility corridors, including approximately 74
miles parallel to existing transmission lines (see Figure 1). Through the use of existing
utility corridors, impacts are reduced. The consolidation with existing transmission lines
and other linear facilities is environmentally compatible because impacts to land uses as
well as visual, biological, and cultural resources are minimized.

Alternatives Considered, in Previous Studies, But Not Selected as the Proposed
Route

Previous studies included a regional opportunities and constraints analysis, which
resulted in the identification of potential alternative transmission line corridors for the
SunZia Southwest Transmission Project (see Appendix A of the EIS, Exhibit B-1). The
initial set of alternatives were evaluated and refined during the scoping process, which
included information from the public, BLM, and cooperating agencies in this process
(AGFD, ADOT, and ASLD). This resulted in approximately 700 miles of alternatives in
Arizona, including the Proposed Route, that were studied in detail through the EIS
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process (as shown in Figure 2). These alternative routes included the Safford/Sulphur
Springs Valley, East of the San Pedro River, and Tucson alternatives.

The Safford/Sulphur Springs Valley Alternatives would cross Aravaipa Creek and require
construction through areas where there is less existing access or other development. The
construction of new transmission lines through relatively undeveloped areas would cause
greater impacts to land uses and visual, cultural, and biological resources than the
Proposed Route. The Safford aiternatives would impact developed areas near Safford and
would be closer to Mt. Graham. A new utility corridor through the Sulphur Springs
Valley would also impact grasslands and previously undisturbed and undeveloped lands.

The East San Pedro River Alternatives would require new rights-of-way in the Cascabel
area, cross the Muleshoe Ranch Cooperative Management Area, and cross an Area of
Critical Environmental Concern.

The Tucson Alternatives would cross Cienega Creek Preserve, conflict with use in the
Pima County recreation areas in the Santa Cruz and Rillito river corridors, and displace
approximately 216 residences, and disproportionately affect environmental justice
populations. These alternatives are also located in proximity to historic districts and trails
within the Tucson metropolitan area.

Ultimately, the Applicant chose to only apply for a Certificate of Environmental
Compatibility with respect to the Proposed Route, as opposed to including an alternative
identified and analyzed in previous studies, because the Safford/Sulpher Springs Valley,
East of the San Pedro, and Tucson alternatives have, relative to the Proposed Route: (1)
fewer colocation opportunities; (2) greater impacts to the environment; (3) greater
impacts to environmental justice populations; and (4) greater disparities with existing
land uses.

Conclusion

The foregoing information, and information set forth in attached exhibits A-J, satisfy the
content and format requirements of Arizona Administrative Code R14-3-219.
Additionally, the Proposed Route for the 500 kV SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
is suitable when judged in light of the decision making factors set forth in Arizona
Revised Statutes 40-360.06. Accordingly, the Applicant hereby requests that the
Committee render a decision granting Applicant a Certificate of Environmental
Compatibility for the proposed Project.

SunZia Transmission LLC CEC Application
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EXHIBIT A - LOCATION AND LAND USE MAPS

Pursuant to the ACC Rules of Practice and Procedure R14-3-219, applications for CECs shall
include information required as exhibits. Exhibit A(3, 4) reads as follows:

“Where commercially available** a topographic map, 1:250,000 scale, showing any proposed
transmission line route of more than 50 miles in length and the adjacent area. For routes of less than
50 miles in length, use a scale of 1:62,500. If application is made for alternative transmission line
routes, all routes may be shown on the same map, if practicable, designated by applicant’s order of
preference.”

“Where commercially available,** a topographic map, 1:62,500 scale, of each proposed
transmission line route of more than 50 miles in length showing that portion of the route within two
miles of any subdivided area. The general land use plan within the area shall be shown on a
1:62,500 map required for Exhibit A-3, and for the map required by this Exhibit A-4, which shall
also show the areas of jurisdiction affected and any boundaries between such areas of jurisdiction. If
the general land use plan is uniform throughout the area depicted, it may be described in the legend
in lieu of on an overlay.”

Exhibit A-1: Land Ownership and Jurisdiction
Exhibit A-2: Existing Land Use
Exhibit A-3: Future Land Use

SunZia Transmission LLC CEC Application
SunZia Southwest Transmission Project A-1 Exhibit A
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EXHIBIT B - ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

As stated in Arizona Corporation Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure R-14-3-219:

“Attach any environmental studies which applicant has made or obtained in connection with the

proposed site(s) or route(s). If an environmental report has been prepared for any federal
agency or if a federal agency has prepared an environmental statement pursuant to Section 102
of the National Environmental Policy Act, a copy shall be included as part of this exhibit.”

EXHIBIT B-1: FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT AND PROPOSED
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN AMENDMENTS, SCOPING REPORT, RECORD
OF DECISION, AND PRELIMINARY PLAN OF DEVELOPMENT

These documents can be found on DVDs attached (inside back cover of this binder).

Final Environmental Impact Statement and Proposed Resource Management Plan

Acronyms and Abbreviations

Executive Summary

Chapter 1 — Introduction

Chapter 2 — Proposed Action and Alternatives
Chapter 3 — Affected Environment

Chapter 4 — Environmental Impacts

Chapter 5 — Consultation and Coordination
References

Appendix A: Opportunities and Constraints Analysis
Appendix B: Biological Resources

Appendix C: Cultural Resources

Appendix D: Visual Resources

Appendix E: Land Use Data

Appendix F: Climate and Air Quality
Appendix G: Social and Economic Resources
Appendix H: Resource Impact Analysis Data

Appendix [: Analysis of Access Conditions and Potential Ground Disturbance

SunZia Transmission LLC B-1 CEC Application
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Appendix J: Comments on the Draft EIS

Appendix K: SunZia Project Preliminary EMF and Corona Effects Study
Appendix L: National Scenic and Historic Trails Assessment

Appendix M: Draft Programmatic Agreement

Map Volume

Scoping Report

Section 1: Purpose and Need

Section 2: Decisions to Be Made

Section 3: Project Background and Proponent Purpose and Need
Section 4: Scoping and Environmental Impact Statement Process
Section 5: Cooperating Agencies and Tribal Consultation
Section 6: Comments Received and Analysis

Section 7: Issues that Will Be Addressed

Section 8: Issues that Will Not Be Addressed

Appendix A: Notice of Intent

Appendix B: BLM Project Website

Appendix C: Scoping Packet

Appendix D: Newspaper Scoping Notices (Initial)

Appendix E: Extension News Release

Appendix F: Study Area Expansion

Appendix G: Display Ads — Additional Scoping

Appendix H: Scoping Meeting Materials

Appendix I: Agency Resolutions

Appendix J: Cooperating Agency — Invitation and Acceptance
Appendix K: Tribal Consultation

Appendix L: Comments Summary

Appendix M: Comments in Entirety

SunZia Transmission LLC B-2 CEC Application
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Addendum to Scoping Report

Appendix A: News Release

Appendix B: Project Newsletter #3

Appendix C: Display Advertisements

Appendix D: Scoping Meeting Materials and Presentation Boards
Appendix E: Comments Summary Table

Appendix F: Comments in Entirety

Appendix G: Comments Submitted Post-scoping Comment Period
DEIS Contributions 7/28/10

DEIS Contributions 9/27/10

Record of Decision

Summary

Section 1: Introduction/Background

Section 2: Decision

Section 3: Alternatives Considered in the Final EIS

Section 4: Compliance with Resource Management Plans and Other Laws
Section 5: Consultation

Section 6: Public Involvement

Section 7: Contact Person

Section 8: References

Appendix A: Exhibit A of the Right-of-Way Grant, Legal Descriptions
Appendix B: Programmatic Agreement

Appendix C: Biological Opinion

Appendix D: Finding of No New Significant Impact for the Environmental Assessment
for the SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Mitigation Proposal

Appendix E: Mitigation Measures

Preliminary Plan of Development

Section 1: Introduction

SunZia Transmission LLC B-3 CEC Application
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Section 2: Project Management

Section 3: Project Components

Section 4: Project Construction

Section 5: Operation and Maintenance of Project

Section 6: Mitigation of Environmental Concerns

Appendix A: Construction Considerations

Appendix B: Biological Considerations

Appendix C: Cultural and Paleontological Considerations

Appendix D: Other Special Resource Considerations and Mitigation Measures
Appendix E: Stormwater Pollution and Prevention Plan Methodology

Appendix F: Right-of-Way Preparation, Reclamation, and Monitoring Framework Plan

EXHIBIT B-2 - SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

Introduction

SunZia Transmission, LLC (Applicant, or SunZia) submitted an application for right-of-way to
construct, operate, and maintain the proposed SunZia Southwest Transmission Project (Project)
on public land administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BL.LM) in 2009. The Proposed
Project included two 500-kilovolt (kV) transmission lines located on federal, state, and private
lands between central New Mexico and central Arizona. As required under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Council on Environmental Quality regulations pursuant
to NEPA, an environmental impact statement (EIS) was prepared to analyze and disclose the
potential effects of the (Project). The Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Proposed
Resource Management Plan Amendments (EIS/RMPA) document was issued in May 2012, the
Final EIS/RMPA was issued in June 2013, and the Record of Decision was issued on January 23,
2015.

The BLM served as the lead federal agency for the preparation of the EIS, and published its
notice of intent to prepare the EIS in the Federal Register on May 29, 2009. Fourteen cooperating
agencies participated in the preparation of the EIS, including the Arizona State LLand Department
(ASLD); Arizona Game and Fish Department (AGFD); Arizona Department of Transportation
(ADOT); Department of the Army, Fort Huachuca; U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; Department
of the Army, Fort Bliss; Department of the Army, White Sands Missile Range (WSMR);
U.S. Air Force, Holloman Air Force Base (AFB); U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; U.S. National
Park Service; Department of Defense (DOD) Siting Clearinghouse, Office of the Deputy Under
Secretary (Installations and Environment); New Mexico State Land Office (NMSLO); New
Mexico Spaceport Authority; and Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA).

SunZia Transmission LLC B-4 CEC Application
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Alternatives

An opportunities and constraints analysis was conducted to identify initial transmission line
corridor siting options (see Appendix A of the Final EIS). Opportunities for new transmission
lines and substation sites generally included locations consisting of, or in proximity to, existing
or planned linear facilities, previously disturbed corridors, or corridors designated for future use
as utility corridors or in conjunction with industrial use(s). Typically, these opportunities include
existing transmission lines, major transportation corridors (interstate and state highways),
pipeline corridors, railroads, and canals. These corridors provide potential access for construction
and maintenance of transmission lines and substations. Existing linear corridors generally
minimize ground disturbance, as well as impacts to biological, cultural, soil erosion, land use,
and visual resources.

As a result of the opportunity and constraints analysis, a range of alternative routes were
identified and analyzed in the Draft EIS, including the Proposed Route. For study purposes and
comparison of alternatives, alternative routes were organized into three route groups or segments
that correspond to areas between the proposed SunZia East Substation located in New Mexico
and the existing Pinal Central Substation located in Arizona. The Arizona portion of the Project
included alternatives between the proposed Midpoint Substation site located in New Mexico and
the proposed Willow-500 kV Substation site located in Arizona (Route Group 3); and
alternatives between the proposed Willow-500 kV Substation site and the existing Pinal Central
Substation site (Route Group 4). Each route group was composed of individual subroutes that
were formed by a series of interconnected segments.

The Proposed Route was modified in response to comments received on the Draft EIS and input
from cooperating agencies.

Three alternative routes were studied that connect the Midpoint Substation site to the Willow-
500 kV Substation site, where the Project enters Arizona. These alternatives ranged from 123
miles to 129 miles in length, and are displayed on Figure 2 of the Application. The Proposed
Route and other alternatives studied in this route group cross portions of Luna, Grant, and
Hidalgo counties in New Mexico, and portions of Greenlee, Graham, and Cochise counties in
Arizona.

Eight alternative routes connecting the Willow-500 kV Substation site to the Pinal Central
Substation site, ranging from 133 miles to 173 miles in length were studied. The alternatives in
this route group cross portions of Graham, Cochise, Pima, and Pinal counties in Arizona. They
are displayed on Figure 2 of the Application.

Proposed Route

The Proposed Route proceeds southwest from the proposed Willow-500 kV Substation, parallel
to two 345 kV transmission lines operated by Tucson Electric Power (TEP) for approximately 47
miles, and crosses two pipelines and US Route 191. The route crosses the TEP 345 kV lines
approximately 1 mile west of the San Pedro River and turns northwest and continues through the
northeast corner of Pima County into Pinal, of which approximately 12 miles are parallel to an
existing pipeline corridor. The route then turns and heads west approximately 2 miles west of
San Manuel. The route crosses SR 77 (approximately 2 miles north of the community of Oracle),

SunZia Transmission LLC B-5 CEC Application
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and parallels an existing 115 kV transmission line for approximately 10 miles to the southwest,
to a point adjacent to the Oracle Junction Substation. The route then proceeds parallel to the
Arizona Public Service (APS) Cholla-Saguaro 500 kV transmission line and a SWTC 115 kV
transmission line for approximately 14 miles and crosses SR 79. The route proceeds northwest,
then north, for approximately 19 miles, of which approximately 16 miles are parallel to and east
of TEP’s Pinal Central-Tortolita 500 kV transmission line (Case 165, Decision No. 73282). The
route then turns northwest, then west, continuing to parallel the Pinal Central-Tortolita 500 kV
line and a pipeline corridor for 6 miles. As the Proposed Route then heads west, it crosses the
Central Arizona Project canal and SR 87 before it proceeds to the Pinal Central Substation
located on the southeast corner of SR 287 and Eleven Mile Corner Road, parallel to the Pinal
Central-Tortolita 500 kV line for an additional 12 miles.

This route was selected as the Proposed Route, and is the only alternative being sought in this
Application, because it would:

m maximize use of existing utility corridors and infrastructure; a major portion,
approximately 59% (117 miles) of the Proposed Route in Arizona would be constructed
along established utility corridors where existing access is available;

m  minimize impacts to sensitive resources;
minimize impacts at river crossings; and
minimize impacts to residential and commercial uses.

Affected Environment and Environmental impacts

The following is a summary of the results of the previous environmental studies.

Climate and Air Quality

Emissions of air pollutants would occur during construction of the transmission lines and
substations and, to a lesser extent, during Project operations. Emissions would be transient as
construction progresses, so emissions would not occur in one area for a long duration, thereby
limiting their impact.

With the exception of 24-hour PM, climate and air quality impacts resulting from construction
and operation of any of the alternative subroutes, including the Proposed Route, were predicted
to be within regulatory limits (below the applicable National and Arizona, and/or Ambient Air
Quality Standards). Because of high background concentrations of PM, within the West Pinal
County PM;, nonattainment area, maximum total 24-hour PM o impacts could potentially exceed
PM,, standards temporarily for the Proposed Route and any other Arizona alternatives during
construction related activities. However, mitigation would be effective in reducing significant
mmpacts.

Earth Resources

Potential impacts to the Project could result from geological hazards, and impacts to mineral and
soil resources could result from the Project. Geological hazards include potential ground rupture
from Quaternary faults, destabilization of the land surface by fissures, and flooding.

SunZia Transmission LLC B-6 CEC Application
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Potential impacts to mineral resources include the restriction of access to locatable, leasable, and
salable mineral resources; while potential impacts to soil resources include accelerated rates of
erosion by water or wind, and the conversion of designated Prime or Unique Farmland soils to
nonagricultural uses. No significant impacts to mineral and soil resources are expected.
Mitigation measures, including best management practices (BMP) to control erosion, would
minimize the effects of soil erosion during construction and operation of the Project. Site-
specific design of roads and structures using standard and selective mitigation measures would
minimize restrictions to mineral development.

Paleontological Resources

The loss of scientifically significant fossils and their contextual data is the primary concern
regarding impacts to paleontological resources. Impacts could occur if unique paleontological
resources were to be destroyed. Mitigation of impacts to paleontological resources includes
preconstruction surveys, personnel education, monitoring ground disturbance for fossils,
preparation and curation of any discovered fossils, and deposition of collected fossils in a
paleontological repository. With the use of these mitigation measures, impacts to paleontological
resources are not likely to be significant.

Water Resources

Impacts to surface water could result from placement of structures, construction of access roads,
or temporary work areas. Direct impacts to perennial surface water features could include
sedimentation from fugitive dust deposition or access road construction, removal of riparian
vegetation, bank alteration, accidental contamination associated with spills of environmentally
harmful material, damage to wetlands, or the introduction of invasive species. BMPs and
mitigation measures would be effective in minimizing impacts to surface water resources, and no
significant impacts are expected to result from the construction and operation of the Project.

Potential impacts to groundwater resources could include accidental contamination during
construction or accidental spills of environmentally harmful liquids that could percolate into
shallow groundwater. The Project would not impede the flow or depth of groundwater.
Mitigation measures would be effective to limit the potential for contamination during
construction and operation.

Biological Resources

Direct impacts to vegetation include removal of plants during construction of new or modified
access and spur roads and at structure and substation sites. Vegetation removal for structure
foundations and at substation sites would be permanent. Indirect impacts associated with
vegetation removal may include erosion, reduction of soil water retention, invasive plant
colonization, loss of wildlife habitat, and habitat fragmentation.

Mitigation measures would be applied to reduce, avoid, or otherwise provide compensation for
impacts to sensitive vegetation. Where vegetation is disturbed or cleared, vegetation loss would
be minimized by (1) reducing the area to the extent practicable, (2) plant salvage and
revegetation in areas of temporary disturbance, and (3) closure and restoration of any access
roads not required for Project maintenance or access. Closure of temporary access roads and the
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limiting of access through gating or other means would reduce indirect impacts to vegetation
caused by recreational travel, including off-road vehicle travel beyond the Project right-of-way.
Tree-cutting would be conducted to comply with National Electric Safety Code and an
appropriate level of safety, but would be minimized to the extent possible.

Linear features such as access roads could fragment wildlife habitat, adversely affecting species
that are reluctant to cross areas of open ground due to threat of predation. Related to this are edge
effects, which may reduce the effective size of habitat blocks for those species, limiting
connectivity and dispersal between blocks.

The following impacts to wildlife and special-status species, other than those listed under the
Endangered Species Act (ESA), may occur with construction and operation of the Proposed
Route:

m  Any ground-disturbing activities would remove habitat for wildlife, and any wildlife
present would be at risk of harm from construction activities.

m  Noise and human presence during construction and maintenance activities may cause
wildlife to avoid the vicinity of construction activities.

m  Transmission lines lead to increased bird—power line collision risk along the Proposed
Route, particularly for larger birds such as Sandhill Cranes and waterfowl and in
locations with high levels of bird use such as the San Pedro River and near Picacho
Reservoir. Results of avian impact studies predicted that while potentially fatal collisions
of Sandhill Cranes and other large birds are likely to occur, a substantial effect at the
population level is unlikely for any species.

n  The Chihuahua Scurfpea may be impacted by ground disturbance in the San Simon
Valley, Arizona.

» Road construction and habitat loss may impact the Sonoran Desert Tortoise from the San
Pedro River Valley to the vicinity of the Tortolita Substation, and near the Picacho
Mountains.

m Habitat for the Tucson Shovel-nosed Snake may be impacted near the Tortolita
Substation and Picacho Mountains.

Selective mitigation measures addressing the reduction of ground disturbance, noxious weed and
erosion control, and restoration of vegetation would help reduce effects to wildlife. A posted
reasonable construction speed limit could minimize potential collision risk to wildlife in road
areas, and construction activities may be constrained during certain seasons to address needs of
special-status species at specified locations. Debris and trash would be properly contained and
regularly removed from the Project to an appropriate landfill site. Construction excavations
would be fenced or covered to preclude injury or trapping of wildlife or livestock.

Mitigation measures to reduce the collision risk for large birds include methods to improve
visibility, such as the use of bird diverters on groundwires and guywires. Since the transmission
line would span most aquatic habitats, there should be no significant impacts to aquatic and
shorebird nesting habitat. The Project would have a minimal effect on prey and forage
availability for these species. Timing of construction to avoid avian nesting or breeding times
would help minimize impacts to birds.
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Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act

Consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) is required under Section 7 of the
ESA, when a project that is carried out, funded, or authorized by a federal agency may affect
species listed under the ESA. The BLM requested early input from the USFWS to identify ESA-
listed species and other sensitive biological resources, and received comments on September 14,
2009. Published lists of ESA-listed species created by the USFWS for all counties crossed by the
study corridor were reviewed by the BLM, and other information reviewed included BLM
records, USFWS documents, other agency reports, primary literature, and regional references.
This information was used in the early development of alternative routes for the Project, and
updated to include current status of affected species. As part of formal consultation under
Section 7 of the ESA, the BLM submitted a Biological Assessment (BA) to the USFWS to
address species with the potential to occur in the area of the BLM preferred alternative for the
Project. The USFWS reviewed the BA and issued a Biological Opinion (BO) to complete
Section 7 consultation.

The USFWS concluded in the BO that the following ESA-listed species may be adversely
affected by the Project:

m  Lesser Long-nosed Bat
= Loss of forage plants (agaves and saguaros)

u  Yecllow-billed Cuckoo (Western Distinct Population Segment) and proposed critical
habitat

* Loss of potentially suitable nesting habitat to vegetation management
= Disturbance during construction

m  Southwestern Willow Flycatcher and designated critical habitat
» Loss of potentially suitable nesting habitat to vegetation management
= Disturbance during construction

The applicant has committed to mitigation measures to avoid, minimize, and offset impacts to
these species. Loss of forage plants for nectar-feeding bats would be minimized through salvage
and replacement of saguaros and agaves that would be affected by construction or vegetation
management. Impacts to habitat for the Yellow-billed Cuckoo and Southwestern Willow
Flycatcher have been minimized through selection of a crossing location on the San Pedro River
in a location with little or no suitable nesting habitat for these species. Impacts would further be
minimized by spanning the river and floodplain to minimize the need for vegetation
management, and by providing compensatory mitigation to replace any habitat affected by
temporary or permanent ground disturbance.

Wildland Fire Ecology and Management

The operation of 500 kV transmission lines generally presents a very low risk of fire ignition, as
the scale of the structures minimizes the risk of vegetation contact. However, unforeseen events
do have the potential to occur. Transmission structures may fail or be accidentally damaged as a
result of human activity such as vehicle or aircraft collisions and vandalism, or from severe
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weather, geological hazards, and other natural events. However, 500 kV conductors and
structures are of sufficient size to be resistant to physical damage.

A Fire Protection Plan would be implemented during Project construction to reduce the risk of
fires and increase fire safety. A Fire Marshal would be responsible for ensuring compliance with
all mitigation measures for fire safety, as well as coordination and communication with agencies
and emergency responders.

Cultural Resource

The anticipated impacts to cultural and historic resources result from a loss of integrity on
prehistoric and historic sites. Four types of impacts that could aftect archaeological sites during
and after construction of the proposed Project are:

direct and permanent ground disturbance during construction

direct and permanent visual and auditory intrusions

indirect and temporary visual intrusions during construction

indirect and permanent disturbances due to changes in public accessibility

Intensive pedestrian inventories of the Proposed Route, associated access roads, substations, and
associated ancillary facilities will be conducted. All cultural and historic resources identified
during the inventory will be evaluated for eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places
(NRHP).

The Project would cross Butterfield, Gila, Zuniga, Southern Pacific Mail, and General Cooke’s
Wagon Road/Mormon Battalion trails. Potential impacts to National Scenic and Historic Trails
have been documented in the Final EIS (also see Appendix L of the Final EIS).

Direct impacts to significant cultural resources can be effectively minimized, if not eliminated,
through mitigation planning and implementation. In designated areas, structures would be placed
to avoid and or span sensitive cultural resource sites or features. Cultural resources would
continue to be considered during all phases of Project implementation, in accordance with the
executed agreement. This would involve intensive surveys to inventory and evaluate cultural
resources within the selected corridor and any appurtenant impact zones beyond the corridor,
such as access roads and construction equipment yards. This would also require a Historic
Properties Treatment Plan to ensure proper data recovery and recordation prior to construction in
the sensitive areas identified in the plan. Monitoring of construction activities will be required to
ensure that cultural sites that are to be avoided during construction remain undisturbed.

Tribal Consultation and Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act

The BLM, along with any other federal agency that may be issuing permits or licenses for the
Project, had a responsibility under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)
to consider the effects of its undertakings on properties listed in or eligible for the NRHP. Tribal
consultation is required under the NHPA and other laws. Tribes are potential consulting parties
for the Section 106 process, and any tribe that “requests in writing shall be one” (§800.3[f][2]).
Invitations for government-to-government and Section 106 consultation were sent to 29 tribes in
May of 2009 and April of 2012. Although there were no written requests to be consulting parties,
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Arizona tribes that participated in general Project consultation and the Section 106 process
include: Tohono O’odham Nation, Gila River Indian Community, Salt River Pima-Maricopa
Indian Community, Ak-Chin Indian Community, San Carlos Apache, and White Mountain
Apache.

Consultation with appropriate land management agencies, tribes, and State Historic Preservation
Offices is ongoing. A Programmatic Agreement, which establishes a project-specific procedure
for complying with the NHPA, including procedures to follow during the execution of the
Project, has been executed by all requested parties.

Visual Resources

Changes to views from sensitive public viewing locations and modifications that would alter the
landscape character (scenery) of natural lands were the primary factors considered for identifying
and characterizing impacts related to visual resources. Impacts to scenery and views from
residential, travel routes, and recreation arecas were assessed. Additionally, compliance with
visual resource management objectives and adherence with resource management plans for
federal lands were also assessed. Standard and selective mitigation measures and Best
Management Practices (BMPs) would reduce impacts to scenery and viewers.

Visual impacts that may occur with construction and operation of the Proposed Route include the
following:

m  Moderate-High impacts to Class A landscapes are anticipated at the San Pedro River
Crossing. Moderate-High impacts are anticipated where the Project would cross Class B
lands where modifications to the landscape introduce strong contrast to scenery (e.g. new
access roads over rolling hills and no existing structures). Moderate to Low-Moderate
impacts would occur on Class B lands where modifications to the landscape are moderate
as a result of project construction. Low-Moderate to Low impacts are anticipated for
Class B and C landscapes where modifications to the landscape as a result of project
construction are minimal.

m Limited areas of Moderate-High impacts are anticipated for residences north of Willcox,
north of Eloy (near the Pinal Central Substation), and dispersed residences south of San
Manuel and west of Oracle. Moderate to Low impacts were identified for residences
associated with the following communities: Cascabel, Redington, San Manuel, and
Oracle (including Saddlebrooke Ranch), and Eloy.

= High impacts to recreation viewers associated with the Arizona National Scenic Trail are
expected to occur. Moderate and Moderate-high impacts are anticipated for Hot Wells
Dune OHV Recreation Area and the recreation area access road, respectively. Recreation
viewers would also have moderate-high impacts associated with the Buehman Canyon
Trail and the A7 Ranch. Moderate to Low impacts are anticipated for Oracle State Park
and associated trails.

»  High impacts would occur for viewers along Pima County designated Scenic route
Redington Road. Moderate-high impacts are anticipated for Cascabel Road, SR 77,
Muleshoe Ranch Road, Black Hills Mine Road/Catalina Ridge, Webb Road, North
Redington Road, and Park Link Drive.
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Mitigation measures and BMPs would be applied to reduce visual impacts where effective and
feasible. These measures would include site-specific structure placement, access road and
laydown area reclamation, or other methods to minimize visual contrast in the landscape setting.

Existing Land Use and Recreation Resources

The Project would be constructed across lands owned by federal, state, private, or other entities.
Approximately 25 percent of the Proposed Route would cross public lands managed by the BLM
(50 miles); state lands in Arizona comprise approximately 66 percent (131 miles) of the route;
and the remaining 9 percent (18 miles) would cross private or other land owners. Right-of-way
would be acquired on these lands that are generally used for grazing, farming, recreation, and
open space. BLM and state lands are primarily used for grazing or recreation in open space areas.
Residential uses are located on private lands in rural areas and near small cities and towns within
the study area.

In the Arizona portion of the study area, population centers include San Simon, Willcox, Benson,
San Manuel, Oracle, Coolidge, and Eloy. Farming is concentrated in the Sulphur Springs Valley,
and San Pedro River Valley, and in Pinal County. Davis-Monthan AFB, Fort Huachuca, the
Western Army National Guard Aviation Training Site, and other military installations conduct
training and testing operations in air space within the study area.

A major interstate utility corridor that contains transmission lines, communication facilities, and
pipelines is located generally along 1-10 through southeastern Arizona, and a pipeline corridor
crosses the San Pedro River Valley between Cochise and Pinal counties. Approximately 74 miles
of the route would be parallel to existing transmission lines, and an additional 18 miles would be
parallel to existing pipelines.

The Proposed Route would cross portions of various irrigation and drainage canals and related
facilities within agricultural areas in Arizona. The Central Arizona Water Conservation District
manages the Central Arizona Project facilities on federal lands administered by the Bureau of
Reclamation (BOR) in Arizona. The San Carlos Irrigation and Drainage District administers the
San Carlos Irrigation Project facilities (under BIA jurisdiction), also in Arizona. Where
necessary to construct transmission facilities across canals or other conveyance systems, the
transmission Project would be constructed to allow conductors to span these facilities, resulting
in low or minimal impacts. An encroachment permit would be required by the BOR or BIA to
cross these facilities in accordance with the NEPA and other federal regulations.

The Proposed Route could cross private and public conservation easements within Arizona,
particularly near the San Pedro River. Existing conservation easements, to the extent practicable,
would be avoided by the Proposed Route. However, some specific conservation easement
crossings may not be identified until the final right-of-way acquisition begins. Negotiations with
the particular land owner/easement manager would address specific requirements of the
conservation easement.

In general, land use impacts are minimized where linear utilities are constructed within
established or designated corridors. The alignment of the Proposed Route was sited to maximize
the use of established utility corridors, and to avoid conflicts with incompatible land uses such as
wilderness, national parks and monuments, special management areas, wildlife refuges and other
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conservation areas, densely populated areas, and military installations. Impacts to land uses
would occur along portions of the route that cross irrigated agricultural lands, residential
subdivisions, and areas used for industrial or military testing and training. Mitigation measures
and BMPs would be effective in avoiding or minimizing direct impacts with land uses in most
conditions. There would be no direct displacement of residential, business, or industrial
structures. There would be a minimal loss of grazing land.

General Land Use Summary

The Proposed route runs primarily through vacant undeveloped land in Greenlee, Graham, and
Cochise counties. Link C110 crosses two large rural residential properties and continues south,
and crosses the San Pedro River with Links C261 and C201, avoiding impacts to residential,
commercial, and industrial uses. Along Link C260 (milepost 3), the Proposed Route passes
adjacent to the Red Horse 2 Wind Farm. The remainder of the Proposed Route crosses vacant
undeveloped land until it approaches the Pinal Central Substation, where the route crosses a
residential property, and Links C880 and C880a pass within 0.5 miles of a rural residence and
agriculture areas; the route does not directly affect any residential dwellings.

Based on results of the land use analysis, significant impacts are not expected; however, potential
impacts to agricultural operations were identified for the Proposed Route. Mitigation measures
such as modified tower designs and siting for avoidance of sensitive features would be applied to
reduce the amount of land occupied by structures in these areas for links C110, C880, and
C880a. There would be few other impacts to land uses throughout the study corridor, because a
major portion of the preferred alternative would be constructed along established utility corridors
or other linear features, where existing access is available. Approximately 59 percent (117 miles)
of the route is parallel to existing utility corridors, including 74 miles parallel to existing
transmission lines in Arizona.

Residential

Residential land uses throughout the study corridor are primarily described as low, medium, and
high density single-family residential, multi-family residential (e.g., apartment complex), rural
residential, and mobile home parks. Residences are found scattered throughout the Project study
corridor, with concentrations near towns and cities such as Willcox, Oracle, San Manuel, Eloy,
and Coolidge.

Commercial

Commercial land uses throughout the study corridor include restaurants, gas stations, banks,
grocery stores, motels and hotels, and other businesses. Concentrations of commercial use
mainly occur in populated areas (e.g., Willcox, Oracle, San Manuel, Eloy, and Coolidge) and
along major transportation corridors (1-10, SR 77, and SR 79).
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Industrial

Industrial land uses include warehouse businesses, manufacturing companies, storage facilities,
and other uses. Industrial uses occur near populated areas such as Willcox, Oracle, San Manuel,
Eloy, and Coolidge.

Public/Quasi Public

Public/Quasi-Public land uses include places of worship (such as churches), community centers,
and libraries. Public/quasi-public uses occur near populated areas such as Willcox, Oracle, San
Manuel, Eloy, and Coolidge.

School/Educational Facilities

Schools and educational facilities include preschools, primary schools, secondary schools, and
colleges. Schools/educational facilities are typically located near population centers such as
Willcox, Oracle, San Manuel, Eloy, and Coolidge.

Grazing/Multi-Use/Vacant

The majority of the Proposed Route crosses BLM and State Trust land that is vacant and
undeveloped or used for ranching and grazing. There is very little farmland along the Proposed
Route from the Arizona State line to the Proposed Willow Substation. Link C110 crosses
irrigated farmland north of Willcox, in Cochise County. A large majority of the land Cochise
County is Rural Zoning, which was established to preserve the character of designated rural
areas in the County. These designations were also established to preserve the agricultural
character of areas that were capable of resource production, and to preserve the rural
environment of outlying unincorporated areas.

Further, Links C880 and C880a cross, and Link C850 is adjacent to, irrigated farmland. Link
C680 is adjacent to a small agricultural operation. Links C450 and C441 cross State Trust lands
leased to Pima County for grazing.

Impacts to grazing would include the removal of approximately 174 acres of BLM land within
the Safford Field Office area, which is 0.01 percent of available grazing land. Impacts to Arizona
state grazing lands would include the removal of approximately 12 acres (0.00002 percent) from
state land in Graham County, 334 acres (0.0003 percent) from state lands in Cochise County; 37
acres (0.00008 percent) from state lands in Graham County; 97 acres (0.0001 percent) from state
lands in Pima County; and 303 acres (0.0003 percent) from state lands in Pinal County. The total
amount of grazing lands removed for the Proposed Route is approximately 783 acres, or less than
0.0002 percent of available grazing lands.

Parks and Recreation

State parks within the study corridor include Oracle State Park south of Link C661 along SR 77.
Recreation land uses within the study corridor include federal, state, and local recreational trails
and designated OHV areas, as well as BLM Special Resource Management Areas (SRMAs)
designated for multiple recreational activities such as rock climbing and bouldering.
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Only dispersed recreation occurs along the Proposed Route. The closest recreational facilities to
the Proposed Route up to the Willow Substation are limited to existing educational facilities,
primarily in Greenlee County, which are open for the public’s use when school is not in session,
according to the Greenlee County Comprehensive Plan 2003. The Hot Well Dunes Recreation
Area is located approximately 0.75 miles north of Link B160d (milepost 11) in Graham County.

There are dispersed recreational opportunities along the San Pedro River, including hiking,
bicycling, equestrian, fishing, birding, and other wildlife watching activities. Formal recreational
opportunities are located in the Willcox and Benson communities. Willcox, located
approximately 7 miles south of the Proposed Route, has a sports park with a rodeo/fairground
arena and athletic fields; and two municipal parks. The City of Benson, located approximately 11
miles south of the Proposed Route, has a community pool and three public parks.

In the northern portion of the study corridor, the rural communities of San Manuel, Oro Valley,
Picacho, and Eloy each contain small community parks allowing for a variety of recreational
uses. Pinal County has community parks, including the Pinal County Fairgrounds located
adjacent to the proposed Pinal Central Substation. There are dispersed recreational opportunities,
located approximately 11 miles southwest of the Proposed Route near the Santa Cruz River on
BLM land in south-central Pinal County, that include hiking, bicycling, and equestrian activities.

Existing designated and dispersed recreation opportunities will remain available for recreation
uses, where currently allowed by land-managing agencies or entities. Where the Project crosses
existing roads or trails, permanent access to and along these features for recreation use would not
be affected.

Transportation and Access

Transportation land uses include minor roads (county highways, city streets); major roads
(interstates, state highways), railroads, and trails. Though transportation land uses occur
throughout the study area, the main features are 1-10, SR 79, SR 77, and the Union Pacific
Railroad (UPRR).

The closest interstate to the Proposed Route is I-10, which runs east and west through the
communities of Bowie, San Simon, Willcox, Benson, and Casa Grande, Arizona. Other major
roadways include US Route 191 and SRs 77, 79, and 87, all under ADOT jurisdiction. US Route
191 and SRs 77 and 79 are alternate primary routes that run north and south in the study area.
The UPRR parallels I-10 through the study corridor. The Arizona Eastern Railroad, which runs
from the Bowie townsite north into Safford, is crossed by the Proposed Route approximately 15
miles north of Bowie. Scenic roads/highways within the study corridor include Pinal Pioneer
Parkway (SR 79) crossed by Link C680, Redington Rd crossed by Link C441, and Cascabel Rd
crossed by Link C261 near mile post 6 adjacent to the San Pedro River.

There are several private airstrips, used for agricultural purposes and to access private land,
within the study corridor from the Arizona state line to the proposed Willow-500 kV Substation.
The Coolidge and Eloy Municipal Airports are located near Links C850 and C880a outside of
the study corridor. The Cochise County Airport is also located approximately three miles west of
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Willcox and eight miles southeast of Link C212. San Manuel Airport is approximately three
miles north of San Manuel, approximately one mile east of Link C450.

Military Installations

The Proposed route crosses the northern portion of the Buffalo Soldier Electronic Testing Range
along Links C201, C261, C260, and C212. This facility, which is headquartered at Fort
Huachuca near Sierra Vista approximately 38 miles south of the Proposed Route, conducts noise
tests for electronic combat and electronic warfare equipment (see Section 3.10.3.7 of the FEIS).
These tests are performed under a variety of circumstances and configurations. The current
infrastructure within the Electronic Proving Ground study area, such as power lines, cell phone
towers, radio stations, and other “emitters,” have been measured and taken into account to form a
“zero point” for testing purposes. The testing program could be potentially affected by the
operation of new transmission lines; however, the effects have not been described or quantified,
and any impacts could be included in the “zero point” in a manner that likely would not impede
future testing.

The Army National Guard trains helicopter pilots near the Tortolita Substation and in the vicinity
of the Picacho Mountains. The training area includes approximately 3,600 square miles of low-
level training areas, including military training flights between 1,000 and 10,000 feet above
mean sea level. The Army National Guard uses a site referred to as Square Field, which is
located within the study corridor, for emergency training exercises. Square Field is located on
private land approximately two miles east of link C820.

Energy Facilities, Utility Corridors, and Communication Sites

The Proposed route is parallel to existing utility corridors for approximately 117 miles. The
Oracle Junction Substation is adjacent to Link C680. Links C260 and C261 are adjacent to the
Winchester Substation. Communication facilities, such as microwave stations, radio towers, and
cellular/digital towers, are located within the study corridor along Links C450, C441, and C260.

Wilderness, Wilderness Study Areas, and Lands with Wilderness Characteristics

The Proposed Route would not cross wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas, and therefore
no direct impacts would occur. Impacts to lands with wilderness characteristics inventory units
on BLM Lands for the Proposed Route are not expected. Indirect or cumulative impacts may
occur to air quality, earth, water, visual, or other resources, but would not be significant.

Social and Economic Conditions

There would be no substantial impacts to population or housing as a result of construction or
operation of the Project. More than 1,300 jobs could be created (in job years) in Arizona during
the two- to three-year construction period. In addition, the Project could generate revenue from
increased local spending, and more than 1,400 indirect jobs could be created to supply related
goods and services. During operations, over 40 direct and 50 indirect jobs could be created.

The Project would generate revenues from income taxes and property taxes. In Arizona, between
$18 million and $19 million would be generated by income taxes, and between $6 million and
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$13 million would be generated in property tax revenues during construction. During operations,
annual income tax revenues would be between $300,000 and $700,000, and property tax
revenues would range between $10 million and $25 million.

Environmental Justice Conditions

Executive Order 12898 (U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 1994) requires
federal agencies to address high and disproportionate environmental impacts on minority and
low-income populations. The results of the analysis for this Project indicated that no significant
impacts to environmental justice populations are expected as a result of the construction or
operation of the Proposed Route.

Health and Safety/Hazardous Materials

An analysis was conducted to evaluate potential impacts from electrical and magnetic fields,
audible noise, radio and television interference, environmental contamination, and hazardous
materials related to construction, operation, and decommissioning of the proposed Project.

The study results indicated that electric field levels anticipated to occur at the Project right-of-
way are projected to be below the reference levels for general public exposure, based on the
International Commission on Non-lonizing Radiation Protection. The maximum potential
magnetic field levels within the right-of way would also be under the reference levels for general
public exposure.

Audible noise may result from equipment and vehicles used during Project construction. Where
construction would occur near populated areas, noise might be audible and result in temporary
impacts and possibly considered only as a nuisance. During operation of the transmission lines
and substations, audible noise levels would not exceed the Environmental Protection Agency
recommended levels of 55 dBA at the right-of-way limits.

Projected levels of radio and television interference, resulting at the right-of-way limits for the
Project, would be below the recommended levels established by the Radio Noise Design Guide
and Federal Communication Commission.

Construction and operations activities would comply with all applicable federal, state, and local
regulations regarding the use of hazardous substances. BMPs would be applied to ensure that
applicable federal, state, and local laws are obeyed. Further, the Project owner and construction
team would coordinate with land management agencies to incorporate health and safety
requirements in response to accidental release of hazardous materials.
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Exhibits C




EXHIBIT C — AREAS OF BIOLOGICAL WEALTH

As stated in Arizona Corporation Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure R-14-3-219:

“Describe any areas in the vicinity of the proposed site or route which are unique because of
biological wealth or because they are habitats for rare and endangered species. Describe the
biological wealth or species involved and state effects, if any, the proposed facilities will have

’

thereon.’

BIOLOGICAL WEALTH

Introduction

This Exhibit provides information on the legal framework that provides protections to specific
areas important to biological resources, and any rare or endangered species that may be present
in the area affected by the Proposed Facilities.

Regulatory Background

Federal Laws and Policies

Federal legislation and policy applicable to biological resources within the SunZia Southwest
Transmission Project area of influence includes the:

National Environmental Policy Act (42 USC § 4321, et seq., 40 CFR § 1500.1, et seq.)
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 USC 460 et seq.), as amended

Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 USC 703 et seq.)

Executive Order 13186 (Migratory Birds)

Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 USC 668)

Sikes Act (16 USC §670g, et seq.)

Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 USC §662, et seq.)

State and Tribal Wildlife Grants Program

Federal Land Policy Management Act (43 USC §1701)

Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972 ([Clean Water Act] 33 USC
§1251 et seq.)

Executive Order 13112 (Invasive Species)

m  Bureau of Land Management Policy 6840 (Special Status Species Management)

The National Environmental Policy Act requires the federal government to assess the
environmental impacts of major federal actions, which include actions undertaken (1) on federal
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land, (2) by a federal agency, (3) with federal funds, or (4) where the federal government will be
issuing a permit.

The Endangered Species Act (ESA) authorizes the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to
protect plant and wildlife species determined to be in danger of extinction, and the habitats on
which these species depend. The ESA requires federal agencies to ensure that they do not carry
out, fund, or authorize actions likely to jeopardize the continued existence of a listed species.
Critical habitat, which includes areas essential to the conservation and recovery of listed species,
may be designated and receives additional protection from federal actions.

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) protects more than 1,000 migratory bird species by
making it illegal to “take”, possess, import, export, transport, sell, purchase, barter, or offer for
sale, any migratory bird, or the parts, nests, or eggs of such a bird. Each year, the USFWS
Migratory Bird Program compiles proposed and final regulations to authorize migratory bird
hunting seasons, which are typically managed by state game and fish agencies. All native birds
occurring within the Project area are protected under the MBTA, except members of the families
Phasianidae (turkeys and grouse) and Odontophoridae (New World quail) (USFWS 2013a).

Executive Order 13186 requires all federal agencies with substantial land management
responsibilities to develop and implement Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) with the
USFWS to provide for the conservation and management of migratory birds and their habitat.
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and USFWS signed an MOU fto Promote the
Conservation of Migratory Birds in 2010.

The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) prohibits any form of possession or take of
Bald Eagles, Golden Eagles, or their eggs, feathers, or any other parts. Certain exceptions for
Native American cultural uses apply (1994 Memorandum [59 FR 22953, April 29, 1994]).

The Sikes Act requires federal land management agencies to coordinate with state wildlife
agencies in the development of comprehensive plans for wildlife conservation on public lands.
Where not in conflict with other land uses, these plans may permit hunting and fishing to occur
on federal land in accordance with state regulations, may allow cooperative habitat improvement,
and may regulate off-highway vehicle (OHV) use. The Sikes Act also requires that the
Department of Defense develop conservation plans for military reservations with significant
natural resources.

The Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act of March 10, 1934, authorizes the Secretaries of
Agriculture and Commerce to provide assistance to and cooperate with Federal and State
agencies to protect, rear, stock, and increase the supply of game and fur-bearing animals, as well
as to study the effects of domestic sewage, trade wastes, and other polluting substances on
wildlife. The Act also directs the Bureau of Fisheries to use impounded waters for fish-culture
stations and migratory-bird resting and nesting areas and requires consultation with the Bureau
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of Fisheries prior to the construction of any new dams to provide for fish migration. In addition,
this Act authorizes the preparation of plans to protect wildlife resources, the completion of
wildlife surveys on public lands, and the acceptance by the Federal agencies of funds or lands for
related purposes provided that land donations received the consent of the State in which they are
located.

The State and Tribal Wildlife Grants Program provides federal funding for state conservation
actions, in part for proactive work to reduce the need to list species under the ESA. States that
receive the funding develop a State Wildlife Action Plan, which assesses Species of Greatest
Conservation Need within that state. These may include species already listed under the ESA,
species with ranges restricted to that state or region, or those where the state is an important
component of the species’ range. Conditions of the state’s habitat elements are also assessed.

The Federal Land Policy Management Act requires in part that the public lands be managed in a
manner “that will provide food and habitat for fish and wildlife and domestic animals; and that
will provide for outdoor recreation and human occupancy and use; and that federal land
management agencies provide meaningful public involvement with state and local agencies on
land use decisions”.

The Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972 stipulated broad national
objectives to restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the Nation’s
waters. Section 402 of the 1972 amendments established the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) to authorize EPA issuance of discharge permits. Section 403
stipulated guidelines for EPA to issue permits for discharges into the territorial sea, the
contiguous zone, and ocean waters further offshore. The Section 404 Amendments authorized
the Corps of Engineers to issue permits for the discharge of dredged or fill material into
navigable waters at specified locations.

Executive Order 13112 requires that federal agencies prevent the introduction and spread of
invasive species, detect and respond rapidly to control such species, monitor invasive species
populations, and restore native species and habitat conditions in ecosystems that have been
invaded. In addition, the order requires that a federal agency “not authorize, fund, or carry out
actions that it believes are likely to cause or promote the introduction or spread of invasive
species.”

The Bureau of Land Management Manual 6840 (Special Status Species Management) describes
the agency’s policy for special-status species occurring on lands administered by the agency. In
addition to requirements for federal agencies regarding species listed under the ESA, the BLM
gives additional consideration to those proposed or candidates for ESA listing. Each BLM State
Office also creates a list of sensitive species for which BLM land is of particular conservation
value.
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State Laws

The State of Arizona has no threatened and endangered species laws. Wildlife in Arizona is
managed by the Arizona Game and Fish Department (AGFD), and applicable laws relating to
State wildlife resources are contained in Chapter 17 of the Arizona Revised Statutes. The AGFD
Commission provides some protection for species of vulnerable conservation status through
regulation of hunting seasons, bag limits, or complete prohibition of take.

The AGFD created a list of Wildlife Species of Concern (WSC) in 1996, which included all
species listed under the ESA occurring in Arizona at the time, as well as a number of other
species. Although the list does not grant statutory protection to species not listed under the ESA,
special consideration is granted in land use planning and take of those species is strongly limited
or prohibited.

The Arizona Native Plant Law (Arizona Revised Statute [ARS] § 3-901 to 907) is administered
by the Arizona Department of Agriculture (ADA). The law lists plants protected under the law.
The ADA defines four categories of protected native plants over which it exercises jurisdiction
within the State. These categories are: Highly Safeguarded, Salvage Restricted, Salvage
Assessed, and Harvest Restricted. The Highly Safeguarded category is the highest category of
protection provided for native plants in Arizona, and includes all ESA-listed and candidate
species. Permits applicable to highly safeguarded native plants may be issued only for collection
for scientific purposes or for the noncommercial salvage of highly safeguarded native plants
whose existence is threatened by intended destruction, or by their location or by a change in land
usage, and if the permit may enhance the survival of the affected species (ARS 3-906 C).

Three additional categories allow plants to be moved or harvested, subject to compliance with
other applicable ADA regulations. All categories of ADA-listed plants require a permit from the
agency, and tags and seals are required prior to moving Highly Safeguarded and Salvage
Restricted plants. ADA jurisdiction includes all lands within the state, but since native plants
occurring on private lands are the property of the landowner, their removal requires only that the
ADA be notified prior to their removal. Highly Safeguarded plant species are included in this
review of sensitive resources within the study area. The remaining three categories of protected
native plants are not included since they are not considered to be in jeopardy and regulatory
permitting and compensation measures are in place for these categories.

Regional Plans

Pima County developed the Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan (SDCP) to balance the rapid
urban expansion that was taking place with the preservation of a network of large areas with high
conservation value. The SDCP also provided a framework for a Multi-Species Conservation Plan
(MSCP) to support an incidental take permit for 10 species listed under the ESA. The MSCP and
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incidental take permit application has been submitted to the USFWS and is under review. An
. additional 46 Priority Vulnerable Species were identified as part of the SDCP.

The Maeveen Marie Behan Conservation Lands System (CLS) is a component of the SDCP,
used to identify the biological values of lands in Pima County, support fee acquisition or leasing
of lands, and provide for management of those lands. The CLS classifies lands as Biological
Core Management Areas, Important Riparian Areas, and Multiple Use Management Areas. The
Pima Prospers 2015 Comprehensive Plan Update provides objectives and policies for
management of lands in the CLS.

Methods

Areas of biological wealth discussed in Exhibit C include any areas known to be managed
specifically or primarily for the conservation of biological resources, areas identified as high
priorities for future conservation actions, and other areas that were identified during the NEPA
process for the Project as having significant value to biological resources. Areas are discussed
that fall in the eight-mile study corridor for the Project

Special-status plant and wildlife species that potentially occur within the Project study area are
listed in Table C-1. Table C-1 includes species listed as endangered or threatened under the ESA

‘ and those that are proposed or are candidates for ESA listing. Designated and proposed critical
habitat for ESA-listed species is shown on Figure C-1. Also included are: species protected
under the BGEPA, BLM Sensitive Species (BLMS), plant species that the ADA has designated
as highly safeguarded (HS), Pima County Priority Vulnerable Species (PPVS), and WSC.
Species with a potential for occurrence in the vicinity of the Project and their associated potential
impacts are discussed in detail later in this section.
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The information provided in Table C-1 includes the results of a literature search, review of
previous studies conducted in the Project area, including studies conducted during the NEPA
process, data from the USFWS Information for Planning and Conservation website, AGFD
Heritage Data Management System (HDMS) Online Environmental Review Tool HabiMap,
Pima County SDCP, and the current BLM sensitive species list.

While complete surveys for sensitive species have not been conducted Project-wide, surveys
conducted during the NEPA process have provided the information presented here. Surveys and
habitat assessments have been conducted at a number of locations along the Proposed Route:

s San Simon Valley
s High-intensity surveys for the Chihuahua Scurfpea
m  Sulphur Springs Valley
m Habitat assessments for the Chihuahua Scurfpea
s Reconnaissance surveys for the Arizona Striped Whiptail
m  Review of conditions along existing transmission lines in consideration of measures
to reduce bird mortality risk
= San Pedro River
m Habitat assessments in designated or proposed critical habitat for the Southwestern
Willow Flycatcher, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, and Northern Mexican Gartersnake
= Buehman Canyon
m  Review of existing riparian habitat conditions
» San Pedro River Valley to vicinity of Picacho Mountains
= Reconnaissance surveys for the presence of forage plants for the Lesser Long-nosed
Bat
= Vicinity of Picacho Mountains
m  Surveys for the Tucson Shovel-nosed Snake
= Picacho Reservoir and CAP
m  Review of habitat conditions for the Southwestern Willow Flycatcher and Yellow-
billed Cuckoo where the Proposed Route approaches Picacho Reservoir

Of the 160 special-status mammal, bird, reptile, amphibian, fish, invertebrate, and plant species
evaluated, 69 have potential for occurrence within the Project area. This includes 14 mammals,
35 birds, eight reptiles, one amphibian, one fish, one invertebrate, and three plants. Ten of the
species are listed under the ESA as threatened or endangered, or are a candidate for listing.
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Inventory and Effects of the Proposed Facilities

Standard and selective mitigation measures that would reduce the impacts of the Project on
biological resources were developed during the NEPA process and are recorded as required
components of the Project Description in the ROD (Exhibit B-1). Measures that require complete
avoidance of sensitive locations or seasons would be highly effective in preventing related
impacts from occurring. Measures that prescribe construction practices and design features, such
as surveys for sensitive species, design to minimize ground disturbance, implementation of
measures to reduce the risk of bird collision, and reclamation of temporarily disturbed areas,
would minimize impacts to biological resources but would not completely prevent those impacts
from occurring.

Areas of Biological Wealth

This section discusses geographic areas that are identified and may be managed for the benefit of
biological resources. Publicly and privately owned conservation properties are addressed, as are
areas with indefinite geographical boundaries such as wildlife corridors and Important Bird
Areas that may be high priorities for future conservation actions. Some areas identified within
the eight-mile study corridor, but not crossed by the Project, are also discussed.

Areas Managed or Identified for Biological Resource Conservation

Pima County Conservation Lands System

Pima County’s CLS identifies lands that would be crossed by the Proposed Route as Biological
Core Management Areas, Important Riparian Areas, and Multiple Use Management Areas. The
Proposed Route would cross three ranches that are components of the CLS, although these three
ranches are adjacent to one another and were acquired to provide a large, contiguous area of
conservation lands. The Proposed Route would only cross State Trust lands leased by Pima
County in the CLS, and would not cross any Pima County fee lands.

The A7 Ranch consists of approximately 46,898 acres of private, State Trust, Pima County, and
other conservation easement lands. The property is a working ranch under a grazing lease from
the ASLD that supports a variety of native wildlife, including four PPVS identified in the Pima
County SDCP: the Lowland Leopard Frog (Lithobates yavapaiensis), Canyon Spotted Whiptail
(Aspidoscelis burti), Bell’s Vireo (Vireo bellii), and Mexican Long-tongued Bat (Choeronycteris
mexicana). Suitable habitat is present on the A7 Ranch for Sonoran Desert Tortoises. The A7
Ranch contains important riparian and grassland habitats that provide connectivity between the
Buehman Canyon area and the San Pedro River corridor (Pima County 2011). Link C441 of the
Proposed Route would cross a portion of the A7 Ranch, and would result in ground disturbance
and construction activities that would put wildlife at risk of disturbance and physical harm.
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The Six Bar Ranch, located three miles northwest of the A7 Ranch, consists of approximately
12,300 acres of State Trust and Pima County lands. Resources and management of the Six Bar
Ranch are similar to the A7 Ranch (Pima County 2011). Link C450 would cross a small portion
of the Six Bar Ranch, adjacent to an existing natural gas pipeline. Potential effects are similar to
those discussed for the A7 Ranch. The Proposed Route would also cross the M Diamond Ranch,
which is located between the A7 Ranch and Six Bar Ranch and was added to the CLS in 2013.

The Project would cause temporary and permanent loss of habitat for wildlife present on the A7
Ranch, Six Bar Ranch, and M Diamond Ranch, but the mitigation measures that address
potential impacts to riparian habitat, vegetation removal, and the effects of Project-induced
erosion would effectively mitigate these potential impacts (Selective Mitigation Measures 1, 2, 3,
5,8, and 14).

Bingham Ranch and Cienega

The Bingham Ranch, located in the San Pedro River Valley approximately two miles north of
Redington, Arizona, was purchased in 1989 by the Pima County Regional Flood Control District
to preserve Bingham Cienega, a spring-fed marsh on the property. A population of the Huachuca
Water-umbel is present in the cienega. Other resources on this 285-acre parcel include wetlands,
sacaton grassland, mesquite bosque, and riparian forest habitats (University of Arizona [UA]
2008). TNC manages the property under an agreement with the Pima County Regional Flood
Control District.

The Proposed Route does not cross the Bingham Ranch, and this conservation area would not be
affected by the Project.

Buehman Canyon Preserve

The Nature Conservancy’s Buehman Canyon Preserve protects perennial portions of a stream in
a mountain canyon on the east side of the Santa Catalina Mountains. Buehman Canyon is a
tributary of the San Pedro River. The riparian woodlands in Buehman Canyon contribute to the
overall value of the San Pedro River Valley to migratory birds. The Proposed Route does not
cross the Buehman Canyon Preserve, but would span a dry portion of Buehman Canyon between
the Preserve and the boundary of the A7 Ranch, which protects a lower portion of the stream.
Mitigation measures would address potential impacts on Buehman Canyon (Selective Mitigation
Measures 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, and 14).

Three Links Farm

The Three Links Farm, located approximately 15 miles north of Benson, Arizona, was recently
purchased by TNC to place 2,209 acres (approximately six river miles) of San Pedro River
deciduous riparian habitat under the protection of a conservation lease agreement. The lands
have since been subdivided into five parcels that are privately owned and carry conservation
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easements. The San Pedro River riparian corridor supports important fish habitat and is an
important avian migratory corridor. The ESA-listed Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Gray Hawk (Buteo
plagiatus), and many other avian species use this reach of the San Pedro River. The American
Beaver (Castor canadensis) was reintroduced to the San Pedro River and is now present on the
property. The Proposed Route would not cross the Three Links Farm, but would span the San
Pedro River 0.37 miles upstream from the boundary of the Three Links Farm. Mitigation
measures that address the collision risk for birds, and potential impacts to riparian habitat,
vegetation removal, and the effects of Project-induced erosion would effectively mitigate these
potential impacts at this crossing (Selective Mitigation Measures 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 8§, and 14).

Wildlife Linkages

Galiuro—Pinalefio—Dos Cabezas Linkage

The Galiuro-Pinalefio Linkage contains two principal strands, and the Pinalefio-Dos Cabezas
Linkage contains three. The linkage strand between the Galiuro and Pinalefio mountains crosses
the grasslands of the northern Sulphur Springs Valley. In addition to the Pronghorn, other species
that were used in developing the linkage model (both strands) and that may potentially be
affected by the Project include Black Bear (Ursus americanus), Bobcat (Felis rufus), Mountain
Lion (Puma concolor), and Mule Deer (Odocoileus hemionus). Two species that were modeled
but are not known to be present in the area are the Jaguar and the Mexican Gray Wolf. Link
C110 crosses strands of the Galiuro — Pinalefio — Dos Cabezas Linkage.

The Proposed Route would cross a short portion of the Galiuro — Pinalefio — Dos Cabezas
Linkage (Figure C-1), where construction of the Project could result in avoidance of construction
areas by wildlife and a temporary change in movement patterns. However, large transmission
lines are typically assumed to be permeable to wildlife movement after the completion of
construction, and the species modeled for this linkage are not known to strongly avoid linear
utilities.

[ronwood—Picacho Linkage

The Ironwood-Picacho Linkage was described by Beier et al. (2006). Maintenance of this
linkage would retain wildlife movement potential between BLM-administered wildland blocks in
the Picacho Mountains, Ironwood Forest National Monument, Silverbell Mountains, and
between the latter and the Durham-Coronado Plains wildland block to the northeast. Function of
the linkage is reduced by existing linear features including I-10 and other roads, Union Pacific
railroad right of way (ROW) and the Central Arizona Project (CAP). Urban and agricultural
development in the area may also adversely affect the linkage. Ten wildlife species, including the
Sonoran Desert Tortoise and the Tucson Shovel-nosed Snake, were selected for inclusion in the
linkage model (Beier et al. 2006).
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The Proposed Route would not cross the [ronwood—Picacho Linkage design (Figure C-1).

Other Areas of Biological Wealth

Sulphur Springs Valley

The Sulphur Springs Valley contains large areas of intact grasslands, but much of the valley near
and south of Willcox has also been converted to agricultural uses. Additionally, fire suppression
and other factors have facilitated Mesquite invasion of large areas of grassland, reducing the
area’s value for wildlife species such as Pronghorn and grassland birds.

The Bonita Grasslands Restoration Project was initiated by the AGFD in partnership with private
land owners on an aggregation of Arizona State Trust Lands and private lands in the northern
Sulphur Springs Valley. This partnership intends to restore 20,000 acres of grassland habitat over
the next 10 to 15 years, which will support an existing Pronghorn population and restore
connectivity between the Bonita and Southern Greasewood Pronghorn herds. These populations
have been the subject of intensive, active habitat management and monitoring. Populations have
varied widely but declined overall since monitoring began in response to ongoing habitat
degradation, development in the northern Sulphur Springs Valley, and other factors. Grassland
habitat is also important for Scaled Quail (Callipepla squamata), Botteri’s Sparrow (4imophila
botterii), Cassin’s Sparrow (4. cassinii), and other Chihuahuan grassland bird assemblages and
general wildlife (AGFD 2010a).

The Proposed Route does not cross any areas currently subject to grassland improvement
treatments. However, the reduction of woody vegetation such as Mesquite within the Project’s
right-of-way would be a potential benefit to wildlife by improving grassland condition.

Picacho Reservoir Area

Picacho Reservoir was originally constructed in 1889-1890 as part of the Florence Canal. The
San Carlos Irrigation Project was initiated in 1924, incorporating the Florence Canal and the
Reservoir. Picacho Reservoir is an approximately 50-acre site that serves as a water holding area
and recharge site for diverted Gila River waters used by the Gila River Reservation and adjacent
agricultural developments in the region. The Reservoir functions in regulating flows within the
Florence—Casa Grande and Casa Grande Canals and provides a water storage reserve for the
system (GRIC 2003). It is seasonally or completely dry in most years, but is filled when the Gila
River system and San Carlos Reservoir contain a surplus of water. When water is present, the
site becomes highly attractive to waterfowl and shorebirds. The endangered Yuma Clapper Rail
is occasionally recorded at Picacho Reservoir (AGFD 2006a; Todd 1986), and the site is
identified as potential Southwestern Willow Flycatcher habitat in need of surveys. The Yuma
Clapper Rail and Southwestern Willow Flycatcher may only be present during very wet years.
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Picacho Reservoir has also been proposed as critical habitat for the Yellow-billed Cuckoo
(USFWS 2014a). Link C880 passes within 0.25 miles of the northwestern edge of the Reservoir.

In addition, irrigation systems that serve the surrounding farmland provide temporary and
permanent sources of water. The CAP canal and other canals are regularly used by waterfowl in
winter, and temporary pools may form in adjacent washes against the upstream side of the canal
banks where natural flow patterns have been blocked. These areas can support dense xeroriparian
vegetation and relatively high densities of wildlife year-round.

The Proposed Route would not cross Picacho Reservoir, but would cross the CAP and smaller
canals. Any location with permanent water and bird activity can present a relatively high risk of
bird collision with transmission lines. However, this area has been identified as a potential site
for the placement of bird diverters on conductors, groundwires, and guywires (Selective
Mitigation Measure 15), which would minimize avian collision potential.

Lower San Pedro River

The Lower San Pedro River Important Bird Area (IBA), identified by the National Audubon
Society, consists of 6,938 acres of riparian habitat along nearly 59 miles of the river from the
“Narrows” (north of Cascabel, Arizona) downstream (north) to the junction with the Gila River
at Hayden, Arizona (Figure C-1). This reach of the river contains significant segments of
cottonwood-willow gallery forest interspersed among mesquite bosques. Important special-status
species that use the river area include the Southwestern Willow Flycatcher and the Western
Yellow-billed Cuckoo, and the largest populations of nesting Gray Hawks and Mississippi Kites
(Ictinia mississippiensis) in Arizona. The entire San Pedro River corridor in Arizona is an
important movement corridor for avian and other wildlife species. The Lower San Pedro River is
designated as a globally significant IBA (ibid).

In recognition of the regional and national significance of the San Pedro River, the USFWS
conducted a scoping period from June to August 2012 for the Lower San Pedro River
Collaborative Conservation Initiative, which would include a network of lands owned by private
individuals, nongovernmental organizations, and governmental agencies. This initiative would
provide an opportunity for cooperative management of new or existing conservation efforts,
mitigation lands, and conservation easements. Some of these lands may be managed or acquired
by the USFWS as a proposed National Wildlife Refuge (NWR). Scoping was conducted for an
area two miles on either side of the San Pedro River, from “The Narrows” United States
Geologic Survey (USGS) gauging station north of Benson to the confluence with the Gila River.
However, consideration of other ongoing regional conservation planning efforts has delayed the
development of alternatives by the USFWS.

The Proposed Route would cross the San Pedro River in an ephemeral reach, but may still create
a collision risk for migratory birds, particularly at night or in poor weather. The Proposed Route
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would follow approximately parallel to the San Pedro River, no closer than approximately
two miles. Construction of the Project would result in temporary and permanent habitat loss in
this area, but would not directly affect riparian vegetation away from the river crossing location.
Selective Mitigation Measures 7, 12, and 15 would minimize effects to avian resources at the
river crossing.

Special-status Species

Table C-1 lists each special-status species reviewed, and provides a rationale for whether each
species may be present in the Project area. Detailed discussions of individual species that may be
present are provided following the table.

Impacts to ESA-listed species were assessed in detail during Section 7 consultation for the
Project. The BLM provided a Biological Assessment (BA) and additional communications
reflecting new information on ESA-listed species to the USFWS to support Section 7
consultation. This section incorporates terms and conditions provided in the Biological Opinion
(BO) issued by the USFWS, for each ESA-listed species that may be affected by the Project.
These terms and conditions were also incorporated as requirements in the ROD. The ROD and
BO are provided in Exhibit B-1.
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Mammal Species Accounts

Allen’s Lappet-browed Bat (Idionycteris phyllotis)

The Allen’s Lappet-browed Bat is BLMS and a PPVS.

Allen’s Lappet-browed Bats occupy ponderosa pine forests, pifion-juniper woodlands,
thornscrub, and riparian woodlands dominated by species of Cottonwood (Populus spp.),
Sycamore, and Willow (Salix spp.). They often roost in caves and abandoned mine shafts, but
may use trees (AGFD 2001a). In the early summer, females gather in maternity colonies and
young are born between mid- and late-June. They are highly sensitive while roosting, and any
disturbance may result in abandonment (AGFD 2001a). Allen’s Lappet-browed Bats feed
primarily on soft-bodied insects such as Lepidopterans, although soldier beetles, dung beetles,
leaf beetles, roaches, and flying ants are also prey species (AGFD 2001a). Prey is gleaned from
vegetation surfaces or captured in flight over water and other open spaces.

Allen’s Lappet-browed Bats may roost in suitable locations in the Pinalefio, Winchester, Rincon,
and Santa Catalina mountains adjacent to the Project area, and may forage in any open areas
adjacent to the mountains in the Project area.

California Leaf-nosed Bat (Macrotis californicus)

The California Leaf-nosed Bat is BLMS, a PPVS, and a WSC.

California Leaf-nosed Bats inhabit desertscrub communities below approximately 4,000 feet in
elevation (AGFD 2014a). They commonly roost in mines, caves, and rock shelters, with ample
areas of ceiling and flying space. This species is not known to migrate or hibernate in the winter,
although they may use multiple roost sites within a year (AGFD 2014a). In early summer (May
through June), females gather in maternity colonies to give birth to their young; males join them
in late summer or fall. The California Leaf-nosed Bat forages for insects while hovering close to
the ground or by gleaning them from vegetation (AGFD 2014a). Prey species include
grasshoppers, moths, butterflies, dragonflies, and larvae. California Leaf-nosed Bats are sensitive
to human disturbance at roost sites and may abandon it if disturbed; this poses a problem as
suitable roost sites are decreasing due to destruction or modification of open mines and caves
(AGFD 2014a).

California Leaf-nosed Bats may roost in suitable locations in the Pinalefio, Winchester, Rincon,
and Santa Catalina mountains within foraging range of the Project area.

Lesser Long-nosed Bat (Leptonycteris curasoae yerbabuenae)

The Lesser Long-nosed Bat is listed as endangered under the ESA, and is a WSC.

SunZia Transmission LLC CEC Application
SunZia Southwest Transmission Project C-25 Exhibit C




Lesser Long-nosed Bats occupy Sonoran desertscrub and semidesert grasslands in southwestern
Arizona following a long distance migration from Mexico. They roost in mines, caves,
abandoned buildings, and rock crevices (AGFD 2011a). Maternity colonies of up to tens of
thousands of individuals are formed upon arrival to Arizona, usually in April, and offspring are
born in May (USFWS 2015). Lesser Long-nosed Bats are herbivorous, feeding on nectar and
pollen from flowers of columnar cacti in early summer, and flowers of agaves in late summer
and early fall (USFWS 2015). The species is a strong flier; when food sources are limited, they
may forage over large distances (USFWS 2015). Threats to the species include: disturbance at
roost sites, destruction of roosts, and fragmentation and loss of foraging habitat by harvest and
overgrazing (USFWS 2015).

Lesser Long-nosed Bats may roost in suitable locations in the Pinalefio, Winchester, Rincon, and
Santa Catalina mountains within foraging range of the Project area; there are no known
unsurveyed mines or caves within (.25 miles of the proposed Project, therefore no roost sites are
anticipated to be present. The species may forage in any open areas with appropriate plant
species near the Project area.

Some forage plants used by Lesser Long-nosed Bats would be removed or trimmed during the
construction phase, and as required over the life of the Project during routine vegetation
maintenance. Saguaros and agaves would be avoided during construction, would be salvaged and
planted outside the right-of-way, and augmented with salvaged or nursery stock as necessary to
achieve a goal of no net loss of agaves and saguaros. Larger saguaros (more than 15 feet high) do
not have a high transplant survival rate, and their removal would be avoided, when possible.

The USFWS included the following measures in the Terms and Conditions of the BO:

m  The BLM shall ensure that agave and saguaro salvage would be augmented, as necessary,
to achieve a goal of no net loss of mature flowering plants within five years of initiation
of monitoring following completion of initial restoration activities.

m  The BLM shall submit an annual summary report to our office [the USFWS], by January
1 each year, documenting implementation of RPM 1 [agave and saguaro salvage and
replacement].

The USFWS included the following measure as a recommendation in the BO:

m  We [USFWS] recommend that the BLM work with us, Arizona Game and Fish
Department (AGFD), and New Mexico Department of Game and Fish (NMDGEF) to
implement recovery actions for Lesser Long-nosed Bat.

Cave Myotis (Myotis velifer)

The Cave Myotis is BLMS.
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Cave Myotis inhabit desertscrub communities between approximately 300 and 5,000 feet in
elevation. They roost in caves, tunnels, mineshafts, under bridges, and sometimes in abandoned
buildings. Colonies are often composed of 2,000 to 5,000 individuals, and maternity colonies
may be as large as 15,000 individuals (AGFD 2002a). The Cave Myotis migrates long distances
between their summer and winter ranges. Offspring are born in early summer after females have
congregated in maternity colonies (AGFD 2002a). They feed opportunistically on any small,
flying insects. Threats to the species include: human disturbance at roost sites, habitat destruction
by development, as well as pesticide use eliminating insect (prey) populations (AGFD 2002a).

Cave Myotis may roost in suitable locations in the Pinalefio, Winchester, Rincon, and Santa
Catalina mountains within foraging range of the Project area.

Greater Western Mastiff Bat (Eumops perotis californicus)

The Greater Western Mastiff Bat is BLMS.

The Greater Western Mastiff Bat occupies Sonoran desertscrub communities near cliffs and
rocky canyons between approximately 240 and 8,500 feet in elevation. Roost sites are usually
rock crevices one to 10 feet deep and above a vertical drop of at least 10 feet (AGFD 2014b).
Due to the size and shape of the species, ground launching is difficult; therefore, they utilize the
vertical drop to launch flight (AGFD 2014b). Mating occurs in early spring, and maternity
colonies gather between June and August to give birth (AGFD 2014b). The species forages for
insects in air hundreds of feet above the ground. Prey species include moths, crickets,
grasshoppers, dragonflies, beetles, bees, wasps, ants, and sawflies. Greater Western Mastiff Bats
are sensitive to human disturbance at roost sites and may abandon a site when disturbed. Cliff
destruction also threatens the species by further limiting the available options for roost sites.

Greater Western Mastiff Bats may roost in suitable locations in the Pinalefio, Winchester,
Rincon, and Santa Catalina mountains within foraging range of the Project area.

Western Yellow Bat (Lasiurus xanthinus)

The Western Yellow Bat is a PPVS and WSC.

The Western Yellow Bat occupies deciduous riparian woodlands and palm oases; palm
inhabitants tend to be in rural areas (AGFD 2011b). They roost solitarily in Hackberry (Celtis
reticulata), Cottonwood, Sycamore, Arizona White Oak (Quercus arizonica) and palm trees
(AGFD 2011b, BISON-M 2014a). Offspring are born in June and July, with the peak occurring
in mid-June (CWHR 2008). Whether females gather in maternity colonies to give birth is
unknown (CWHR 2008). Their diet consists of hymenopterans, dipterans, lepidopterans, and
coleopterans (AGFD 2011b). Habitat destruction through riparian habitat loss is a key threat to
the species, although they appear to be expanding their range in the American Southwest, which
may be related to palm tree usage (AGFD 2011b, CWHR 2008).
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The Western Yellow Bat may occur in riparian habitats along the San Pedro River and small
tributaries, and could also be present in ornamental palm and other trees near the Pinal Central
Substation.

Western Red Bat (Lasiurus blossevillii)

The Western Red Bat is a PPVS and WSC.

The Western Red Bat occupies broad-leaf riparian woodlands between approximately 1,900 and
7,200 feet in elevation. This species roosts in dense foliage of riparian trees such as Cottonwood
and Sycamore, as well as orchard trees or occasionally leafy shrubs. The majority of Western
Red Bats migrate between a summer and winter range, although some individuals may only
migrate altitudinally (CWHR 1990). Mating occurs between August and October; females give
birth to a litter of 1-5 offspring between early May and late June (AGFD 2011c). The Western
Red Bat forages for insects while in flight, and has been known to use rural street lights as a
source for hunting (AGFD 2011c¢). Prey species include lepidopterans, orthopterans (crickets and
grasshoppers), coleopterans, and hemipterans (cicadas) (CWHR 1990). The consistent loss of
gallery riparian woodland has contributed to the decline of the species in the American
Southwest (AGFD 201 1c¢).

Western Red Bats may occur in suitable riparian habitats along the San Pedro River and its
tributaries.

Mexican Long-tongued Bat (Choeronycteris mexicana)

The Mexican Long-tongued Bat is BLMS, a PPVS, and WSC.

Mexican Long-tongued Bats occupy semidesert grasslands up into oak-conifer woodlands, and
occasionally Sycamore dominated woodlands. Roosts are located in dim to well-lit caves, mines,
rock crevices, and soil dens (AGFD 2006b). Southern Arizona is the northern limit of the
species’ range, and most are only present during the summer months in sexually segregated
colonies. Offspring are born in June and July, and may fly two to three weeks after birth (AGFD
2006b). Diet consists of pollen, nectar, insects, and occasionally fruit of columnar cacti; these
bats are also known to visit hummingbird feeders in the winter (AGFD 2006b, BISON-M
2014b). The primary diet component is agave nectar. Threats to the species include: disturbance
at roost sites and destruction of forage habitat (AGFD 2006b).

Mexican Long-tongued Bats forage throughout the Project area, and may roost in suitable
locations in the Pinalefio, Winchester, Rincon, and Santa Catalina mountains within foraging
range of the Project area.
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Spotted Bat (Euderma maculatum)

The Spotted Bat is BLMS and a WSC.

The Spotted Bat occupies a variety of habitats ranging from desertscrub to mixed coniferous
forests. Roost sites are often in crevices and cracks of cliff faces; in addition, the occasional mine
and abandoned building may be used (CWHR 2000). Little is known about the reproduction of
this species; limited observations report offspring being born form late May into early July
(AGFD 2003a, BISON-M 2014c¢). The Spotted Bat preys on moths while in flight, although
other flying insects may be taken (BISON-M 2014c). Threats to the species include disturbance
at roost sites and pesticide use (AGFD 2003a).

Spotted Bats may roost in suitable locations in the Pinalefio, Winchester, Rincon, and Santa
Catalina mountains adjacent to the Project area and may forage throughout the Project area.

Pale Townsend’s Big-eared Bat (Corynorhinus townsendii pallescens)

The Pale Townsend’s Big-eared Bat is BLMS and a PPVS.

The Townsend’s Big-eared Bat occupies desertscrub communities inside the study corridor, but
may occur up to mixed coniferous forests in other areas of its distribution. Roosts are located in
caves, mines, and abandoned buildings where they can hang from ceilings; rock crevices are not
used by this species, unlike others in the Southwest (AGFD 2003b). Mating takes place in fall
before winter hibernation (AGFD 2003b). Maternity colonies begin to gather in late April, and
offspring are born in May and June (AGFD 2003b). Their diet consists of Lepidopterans (moths
and butterflies), Neuropterans (lacewings and mantidflies), Coleopterans (beectles), Dipterans
(flies), and Hymenopterans (wasps, bees, and ants). Moths are the primary prey taken by the
species (AGFD 2003b). Townsend’s Big-eared Bats are highly sensitive to human disturbance at
roost sites and may abandon a site at the slightest provocation (AGFD 2003b). Other threats
include habitat destruction through mine closures and vandalism.

Pale Townsend’s Big-eared Bats may roost in suitable locations in the Pinalefio, Winchester,
Rincon, and Santa Catalina mountains within foraging range of the Project area.

Jaguar (Panthera onca)

The Jaguar is listed as endangered under the ESA, and is a WSC. Critical habitat is designated
outside of the Project area.

The Jaguar is the largest felid in the Americas. Its current range encompasses the southern end of
the United States, most of Central America, and northern Argentina, representing approximately
46 percent of the species’ former range (Sanderson et al. 2002). Jaguars in Central and South
America utilize warm Neotropical areas including: rainforests, coastal plains, savannas,
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wetlands, montane canyons, and woodlands. Jaguars dispersing into the United States have been
recorded in Madrean evergreen woodlands, semidesert grasslands, desertscrub, and pine-oak
woodlands (McCain and Childs 2008, Ortega-Huerta and Medley 1999). Individuals within each
habitat type have large home ranges that are based on prey availability, topography, and density;
those in productive tropical habitats use smaller home ranges (Seymour 1989). In addition,
females frequently avoid fragmented habitat, whereas males do not (Jaguar Recovery Team and
USFWS 2012). Males are known to engage in long-distance dispersals to avoid other home
ranges, accounting for the occasional individual reported markedly outside typical breeding
ranges. Jaguars may breed year-round, although those present at the northern and southern
extremities of their range may engage in a breeding season (Seymour 1989). Litter size ranges
from one to four cubs; however, a common litter consists of two (Seymour 1989). Diet consists
primarily of large mammals such as White-tailed Deer (Odocoileus virginianus), Mule Deer ,
and Javelina (Pecari tajacu), although small- to medium-sized mammals, birds, and reptiles may
be taken as well (Jaguar Recovery team and USFWS 2012). The primary threats to Jaguars are
intentional take by humans for sport, fur trade, or predator control, and habitat
destruction/fragmentation.

Jaguars have not been observed recently in the Project area, but the dispersal potential of the
species and suitability of habitat in the Sky Islands of Southeast Arizona has led to it being
considered potential Jaguar habitat. Critical habitat is designated south of I-10, outside of the
Project area. The Project would not affect the Jaguar, unless the species should substantially
expand its range northward in the future.

Ocelot (Leopardus pardalis)

The Ocelot is listed as endangered under the ESA, and is a WSC. No designated critical habitat
exists for the species.

The Ocelot’s current range begins in the coastal plains of the lower Rio Grande Valley of south
Texas, extends south through Central America and into northern Argentina. Preferred habitat
consists of high shrub cover, and greater than 95 percent canopy cover; habitats with less than 75
percent cover are avoided (Harveson et al. 2004, Haines et al. 2006a) except at night (Murray
and Gardner 1997).

Following decades of apparent absence, Ocelots were recently confirmed to occur in Arizona and
nearby Sonora, Mexico. A camera trap sighting in Cochise County was followed by the
discovery of a road-killed Ocelot near Globe, Gila County (USFWS 2010). Cameras have also
detected Ocelots in the Sierra Azul of Sonora, Mexico, less than 30 miles from Arizona (Sky
Island Alliance 2009). The discovery of an Ocelot in Gila County would have required the
individual to cross through the Project area if the Ocelot was of wild origin dispersing from
Mexico. The most likely dispersal route and most suitable Ocelot habitat in the region is the San
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Pedro River Valley, although some of the recent records indicate that Ocelots will readily move
through upland and possibly montane habitat in Arizona as well.

Ocelots may breed year-round, but may restrict breeding in the northern portions of its
distribution to give birth outside of winter. A typical litter is one to four kittens, most often two
(Murray and Gardner 1997). Diet consists of small mammals, birds, reptiles, and the occasional
medium-sized mammal (USFWS 1990). Ocelots are threatened by road mortality, habitat
fragmentation and loss, and urbanization in riparian areas (Haines et al 2005, Haines et al.
2006b).

Ocelots are not known to occur in the Project area, although the potential exists for individuals to
cross through or reside in the area.

Banner-tailed Kangaroo Rat (Dipodomys spectabilis)

The Banner-tailed Kangaroo Rat is BLMS.

Banner-tailed Kangaroo Rats occupy semidesert grassland and desertscrub communities with
scattered shrubs such as Creosote Bush. They build mounds up to three feet tall and 12 feet wide
that contain an underground network of burrows where they store food and avoid extreme
temperatures (Reid 2006). Banner-tailed Kangaroo Rats are nocturnal, coming out at night to
forage for seeds, most often from Mesquite trees, their primary diet component. Unlike most
mammals, the Banner-tailed Kangaroo Rat does not drink free water but uses the moisture in
seeds to fulfill its water requirement (Phillips and Comus 2000). The species may breed year-
round and may produce two to three litters per year (Reid 2006). A threat to the species is habitat
loss through human development.

Banner-tailed Kangaroo Rats may occur within most of the Project area.

Mesquite Mouse (Peromyscus merriami)

The Mesquite Mouse is a PPVS.

The Mesquite Mouse inhabits mesquite bosques and desertscrub communities with prevalent
Mesquite trees. The species is nocturnal, and utilizes the dense cover of vegetation and litter to
avoid extreme temperatures (Linzey et al. 2008). Their diet consists of seeds, small fruits, and
insects gathered at night (Linzey et al. 2008). Breeding occurs year-round, although few young
are born in the summer months (Reid 2006). Due to the specialized nature of their habitat, the
species is threatened by habitat loss (Linzey et al. 2008).

The Mesquite Mouse may occur where the Project crosses through the northeast corner of Pima
County.
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Bird Species Accounts

Great Egret (Ardea alba)

The Great Egret is a WSC.

The Great Egret utilizes freshwater wetlands such as lakes, ponds, marshes, human-made
impoundments, rivers, and canals. Nests are usually built in woody vegetation at the highest
point around occupied freshwater wetlands (Mccrimmon et al. 2011). Nesting occurs between
April and June, and young are usually fledged by the end of July (Mccrimmon et al. 2011). Great
Egrets are opportunistic feeders, preying on: fish, amphibians, reptiles, crustaceans, and insects
(Mccrimmon et al. 2011). The greatest threat to the species is degradation or loss of habitat due
to human activities.

Great Egrets may nest within the San Pedro River and its tributary streams within the Project
area.

American Bittern (Botaurus lentiginosus)

The American Bittern i1s a WSC.

The American Bittern occupies freshwater wetlands with tall, emergent vegetation. The species
migrates between a summer nesting habitat in northern North America and a wintering range in
the southern United States and Central America. Pair formation begins upon arrival in their
summer range, eggs are laid between April and June, and hatchlings may be present in nests until
early August (Lowther et al. 2009). American Bitterns forage along shorelines or marsh fringes
for insects, amphibians, fish, small mammals, and crayfish (Lowther et al. 2009). Threats to the
species include wetland habitat loss, human disturbance, and environmental contaminants
(Lowther et al. 2009).

American Bitterns may winter along the San Pedro River and its tributary streams within the
Project area.

Least Bittern (Ixobrychus exilis)

The Least Bittern is a WSC.

The Least Bittern occupies freshwater marshes with tall emergent vegetation interspersed with
clumps of woody vegetation and open water. Typical plant species include Cattail (Typha spp.),
Sedge (Carex spp.), Bulrush (Scirpus spp.), Arrowhead (Sagittaria spp.), and Flatsedge (Cyperus
spp.). The species migrates between eastern Unites States and Central America between summer
nesting and winter habitats, although some may remain residents year-round (Poole et al. 2009).
Pair formation and nesting begin in mid-May, and hatchlings may be present in the nest until
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early August (Poole et al. 2009). The Least Bittern’s diet consists of small fish and insects found
in marshes (Poole et al 2009). The primary threat to the species is destruction of wetland habitat.

Least Bitterns may nest along the San Pedro River and its tributary streams within the Project
area.

Yuma Clapper Rail (Rallus longirostris yumanensis)

The Yuma Clapper Rail 1s listed as endangered under the ESA and is a WSC.

Yuma Clapper Rails occupy freshwater wetland marshes along rivers, backwaters, and in
irrigation drainages, and is the only subspecies of Clapper Rail found in freshwater (USFWS
2006). Common emergent plant species include: Southern Cattail (Typha domingensis),
California Bulrush (Schoenoplectus californicus), Chairmaker’s Bulrush (Schoenoplectus
americanus), and sedges (Cyperaceae; Rush et al. 2012). Yuma Clapper Rails begin to nest in
late April, and have young in the nest until early August when they fledge (Rush et al. 2012).
Nests are constructed in clumps of vegetation above ground, high enough to avoid tidal floods,
but low enough to be concealed (Rush et al. 2012). The species feeds opportunistically, preying
on crustaceans, slugs, minnows, aquatic insects, and small vertebrates (Rush et al. 2012). Yuma
Clapper Rails are threatened by habitat degradation/loss through urbanization and by selenium
accumulation (USFWS 2006).

Yuma Clapper Rails have been recorded nesting at Picacho Reservoir inside the Project area
between 1995 and 1998 (USFWS 2006). The reservoir dried in 2002 and has had varying water
levels since. Although no Yuma Clapper Rails have been recorded at Picacho Reservoir for
several years, if suitable habitat in the form of permanent water and marsh vegetation is allowed
to develop during Project construction, the transmission line could create a small collision risk
for the species.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo Western DPS (Coccyzus americanus)

The Yellow-billed Cuckoo is listed as threatened under the ESA, and is a WSC. Critical Habitat
is proposed in the Project area (Figure C-1).

Yellow-billed Cuckoos inhabit desert riparian woodlands composed of Willow, Fremont
Cottonwood (Populus fremontii), and dense Mesquite; primarily nesting in Willows and foraging
in Cottonwoods (LCRMSCP 2008). In a study conducted along the Colorado River, Yellow-
billed Cuckoos showed a preference for recently planted (within five years) nesting habitat over
older growth (McNeil et al. 2013). Yellow-billed Cuckoos require relatively large tracts of
uninterrupted riparian woodland, often larger than 100 acres (Laymon and Halterman 1989).
Within these habitats, adequate shade and moisture are necessary for the survival of eggs
(LCRMSCP 2008). Breeding is correlated with food supply or periods of substantial rainfall and
usually occurs between June and late July, although it may extend into August (LCRMSCP
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2008). The breeding cycle only requires 17 days from egg-laying to fledging of young. Their diet
consists primarily of large invertebrates, such as caterpillars, katydids, cicadas, grasshoppers, and
crickets, although small frogs, arboreal lizards, and eggs of other birds may be taken as well
(Hughes 2015). The primary threat to the species is habitat fragmentation and loss by
anthropogenic modifications of riparian areas through the alteration of hydrologic processes and
non-native species invasion (Hughes 2015).

Yellow-billed Cuckoos may nest along the San Pedro River and its tributary streams within the
Project area. The Proposed Route would cross proposed critical habitat for the species on the San
Pedro River, and would be located near proposed critical habitat for the species in Picacho
Reservoir. Vegetation management (trimming or topping large Mesquite trees) may be required
at the San Pedro River crossing, but ground-disturbing activities would not take place within
suitable habitat for the species.

Black-bellied Whistling-duck (Dendrocygna autumnalis)

The Black-bellied Whistling Duck is a WSC.

Black-bellied Whistling-ducks occupy freshwater ponds and lakes, often with upland species of
Mesquite, Willow, and Mimosa trees. The species is partially migratory; therefore, many
individuals occupy the same area year-round (James and Thompson 2001). The southern United
States is the northernmost extent of their range. Black-bellied Whistling-ducks utilize cavities
within upland tree species as nest locations, and rarely nest on the ground. Diet consists of
various forbs, grains, and seeds, including: Bermuda Grass (Cynodon dactylon), sorghum
(Sorghum spp.), rice (Oryza spp.), and millet (Panicum spp.); they are known to forage in
adjacent agricultural fields at night (James and Thompson 2001). Nest locations are the limiting
factor affecting the species, although the population appears to be expanding its range (James
and Thompson 2001).

The Black-bellied Whistling-duck may nest in tree cavities along the San Pedro River and its
tributary streams within the Project area.

Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus)

The Bald Eagle is protected under the BGEPA, BLMS, and is a WSC.

Bald Eagles occur at lakes, reservoirs, and along perennial rivers that support fish prey for the
species. Large riparian trees, typically Cottonwood, Sycamore and/or Willow, and cliffs are
important habitat elements used for nesting and perching. In Arizona, most nesting habitats of
the Bald Eagle are in low-elevation desert riparian corridors, although some are in pifion-juniper
or ponderosa pine woodlands (Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005, Hunt 1998).
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Bald Eagles are opportunistic feeders, but fish make up the majority of their diet. Water birds can
also be an important food source. Bald Eagles also consume mammals, shellfish, and carrion
(Hunt 1998, Hunt et al. 1992, Wheeler 2003).

The Bald Eagle breeds on seacoasts, along rivers, in swamps, and on large lakes from central
Alaska across central Canada to Labrador, and south to Baja California, central Arizona, central
Texas, and across the Gulf States to southern Florida. It is present locally in the interior of North
America (AOU 1998). Approximately 200 to 250 Bald Eagles winter in Arizona, primarily in the
Flagstaff and Colorado River regions (AGFD 1996, Phillips et al. 1964). Bald Eagles nest in
large live trees or snags or on cliffs near seacoasts, rivers, swamps, or large lakes (AOU 1998,
Ehrlich et al. 1988). Nests have been found up to 5,900 feet from water, but the average distance
to water is 660 feet (Hunt et al. 1992). Habitat surrounding Bald Eagle nest sites varies from
desertscrub to riparian or pine and nests are found both in canyons and in open country (Hunt
1998, Hunt et al. 1992, Wheeler 2003).

Increasing human population and increasing recreational use of breeding and wintering grounds
may threaten Bald Eagles. Of 13 documented fatalities of breeding Bald Eagles in Arizona
between 1987 and 1993, five were the result of shooting (Driscoll et al. 1999). Breeding eagles
may be disturbed by human activities, such as recreation near nest sites along rivers (Rubink
1982). Bald Eagles may also be affected by the loss of riparian habitat that provides potential
nesting and perching locations.

River impoundments have inundated large reaches of riparian vegetation, livestock grazing has
inhibited the regeneration of riparian tree species, and consumption of water for human use has
lowered water tables and dewatered riparian areas (Hunt et al. 1992, Rubink 1982). River
impoundments may benefit Bald Eagles by creating habitat for prey, including aquatic birds and
introduced sport fish.

Small numbers of Bald Eagles may be present within the Project area in winter along the San
Pedro River and its small tributaries, as well as open areas surrounding the river. Bald Eagles
may also be present in many parts of the Project area in winter.

Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos)

The Golden Eagle is protected under the BGEPA and is BLMS.

Golden eagles are relatively common in the western United States and can be found in a variety
of habitats, but prefer open ground or low hills where visibility is good for hunting (Ehrlich et al.
1988, Glinski 1998a). They nest on cliffs, large or small trees, and sometimes on electrical
transmission line structures (Glinski 1998a). The Golden Eagle feeds primarily on mammals,
preferring rabbits and ground squirrels, but also will feed on snakes, birds, and large insects
when mammals are unavailable (Ehrlich et al. 1988, Terres 1980, Glinski 1998a). Golden Eagles
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are threatened by habitat loss, poisoning (from consuming carrion of poisoned animals), human
disturbance (during nesting and occasionally from shooting), and highway deaths when the birds
are attracted to road kills (AGFD 2002b).

The Golden Eagle may nest in suitable locations in the Project area.

Common Black-hawk (Buteogallus anthracinus)

The Common Black-hawk is a WSC.

Typical habitat for the species is along creeks and rivers that support mature gallery forest, or
tropical deciduous forest south of the United States (AOU 1998, Schnell 1998, Terres 1980). The
Common Black-hawk feeds on a variety of riparian associated species, including primarily fish
and frogs, but also will take reptiles, small mammals, birds, crabs, and other invertebrates
(Schnell 1998, Terres 1980). The hawks will perch and hunt from rocks at streamside, or low
limbs over streams, or forage while walking along shores. The birds arrive in the southwestern
United States in mid-March (Schnell 1998, Terres 1980). Nests are usually constructed by the
female with materials provided by the male. Nest trees selected are usually broad-leaved riparian
species, but ponderosa and Douglas fir are occasionally used. Common Black-hawks may
rebuild nests of other raptor species (Schnell 1998). Two eggs are typically laid in mid-April,
and hatch at the end of May. The male hunts and brings prey to the nest once the eggs have
hatched (Schnell 1998). Threats to the Common Black-hawk include degradation or loss of
riparian habitat.

The Common Black-hawk may nest along the San Pedro River and its small tributaries in the
Project area.

Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis)

The Ferruginous Hawk is BLMS and is a WSC.

Typical habitats for Ferruginous Hawks are open grasslands, prairies, deserts, and open pifion-
juniper woodland. Use of an area tends to be reduced by increased shrubby vegetation (Bechard
and Schmutz 1995, Glinski 1998b). Ferruginous Hawks feed almost exclusively on small
mammals, including prairie dogs, ground squirrels, jackrabbits and cottontails, but they will also
eat snakes, lizards, large insects, and occasionally bats (Ehrlich et al. 1988, Terres 1980). Nests
are usually placed in large trees, but they may also nest on cliffs, banks, buttes, slopes, or clay or
rock pinnacles (Ehrlich et al. 1992, Mikesic 2008, Terres 1980). Nests are very large and are
constructed of coarse materials, primarily large sticks (Glinski 1998b). Nesting normally occurs
in March, with three to four white eggs laid between March and May. Threats to the Ferruginous
Hawk include habitat alteration, fragmentation, or loss; collisions with transmission lines and
vehicles on highways; shooting and trapping of birds; and pesticides (AGFD 2001b, Ehrlich et
al. 1992, Terres 1980).
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The Ferruginous Hawk may winter in the Project area in suitable habitat.

Gray Hawk (Buteo plagiatus)

The Gray Hawk is a WSC.

Throughout most of their range, Gray Hawks inhabit upland tropical deciduous forests, but at the
northern extent of their range, in Arizona, they tend to use broad-leaf riparian deciduous forest
(Glinski 1998c¢). Reptiles, particularly lizards, make up a large portion of the diet of the Gray
Hawk, but they also take snakes, nestling and adult birds, small mammals, insects, and
occasionally fish (Bibles et al. 2002, Ehrlich et al. 1988, Glinski 1998c, Terres 1980). Gray
Hawks arrive in Arizona in March and construct nests in the upper canopy of medium to large
trees along riparian corridors (Glinski 1998¢). They lay two or three eggs, with usually only one
nestling surviving to fledge in Arizona (Glinski 1998c, Terres 1980). Primary threats to the Gray
Hawk in Arizona are alteration or loss of broad-leaf riparian habitat (AGFD 2000a).

The Gray Hawk may nest along the San Pedro River and its small tributaries in the Project area.

Swainson’s Hawk (Buteo swainsoni)

The Swainson’s Hawk is a PPVS.

Swainson’s Hawks may use savannas, open pine-oak woodlands, agricultural habitats, and
semidesert grassland interspersed with desertscrub (Glinski and Hall 1998, Ehrlich et al. 1988).
What these habitats often have in common is the presence of scattered trees (AOU 1998).
Swainson’s Hawks feed on small mammals, birds, snakes, lizards, frogs and toads, insects;
particularly crickets and grasshoppers, and occasionally on bats (Ehrlich et al. 1988, Glinski and
Hall 1998, Terres 1980). Most Swainson’s Hawks return to Arizona to breed in April, and they
usually return to the area used in previous years (Glinski and Hall 1998, Terres 1980). Large
nests of large sticks and twigs with a grass lining are usually placed in tall trees, but the birds
may occasionally nest on cliffs, rocky pinnacles, or even on the ground (Ehrlich et al. 1988,
Terres 1980). Both the male and female of a pair cooperate in nest construction (Glinski and Hall
1998). Clutch size is two or three eggs (Ehrlich et al. 1988, Glinski and Hall 1998, Terres 1980).
Habitat loss due to urban development adversely impacts the species (AZGFD 2001c¢). At least
one threat to this species is the shooting of birds perched along roadsides, but they are also
susceptible to pesticides on their wintering grounds in Argentina (AGFD 2001c¢, Ehrlich et al.
1992, Glinski and Hall 1998).

The Swainson’s Hawk may nest in suitable habitat in the Project area.

Osprey (Pandion haliaetus)

The Osprey is a WSC.
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Ospreys occupy habitats at lakes, rivers, estuaries, large open marsh areas, and along seacoasts
(AOU 1998, Dodd and Vahle 1998). Important habitat elements are an adequate fish prey base
and suitable large snags for perching, roosting, and nesting. Ospreys will nest singly or in
colonies (Terres 1980). In Arizona, typical nesting sites contain more than one snag, which are
used for territory defense, transfer of prey, and courting (Dodd and Vahle 1998). Ospreys will
also nest on telephone poles, buildings, rock pinnacles, and artificial platforms erected for their
use (Terres 1980). Ospreys are almost exclusively piscivorous, and only rarely take small
rodents, birds, snakes, frogs, or carrion (Dodd and Vahle 1998, Terres 1980). Breeding occurs
from April through September (AGFD 2002c¢). The large stick nests are typically constructed
atop dead snags, or on a large adjacent limb, mostly in dead ponderosa pine trees. The nests may
incorporate a variety of debris from the area in the vicinity of the nest, and are normally lined
with grasses or pine needles (Dodd and Vahle 1998, Terres 1980). Historically, eggshell thinning
from DDT was a serious threat to the species. This problem has abated to a great extent in the
United States, but still exists for the species elsewhere. Other threats include habitat loss from
logging, human recreational disturbance at nests, and harassment (AGFD 2002c, Dodd and
Vahle 1998).

Migrating birds could be present in the Project area in early fall and spring along the San Pedro
River (Dodd and Vahle 1998), or incidentally anywhere in the Project area.

Violet-crowned Hummingbird (Amazilia violiceps)

The Violet-crowned Hummingbird is a WSC.

In the southwestern United States, the Violet-crowned Hummingbird occurs almost exclusively
in riparian woodlands dominated by Arizona Sycamore (Platanus wrightii), Fremont
cottonwood, and Willows. All nests are built in Sycamore trees between approximately 23 and
40 feet off the ground (Wethington 2002). A variety of floral nectars and arthropods compose its
diet (Wethington 2002). The Violet Crowned Hummingbird resides primarily in Mexico year-
round, but does venture north to southern Arizona and New Mexico.

The Violet-crowned Hummingbird may occur incidentally in the Project area.

American Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus anatum)

The American Peregrine Falcon is BLMS and a WSC.

The Peregrine Falcon inhabits open country where prey is abundant (Ehrlich et al. 1988, Glinski
1998d). Their diet includes primarily birds, including Rock Doves (Columba livia), many aquatic
bird species, game birds, and passerines. Rodents, bats, and occasionally flying insects are also
consumed (Glinski 1998d, Terres 1980, White et al. 2002). Peregrine Falcons commonly hunt
cooperatively as a pair (Glinski 1998d). Peregrine Falcons do not construct their own nests, but
modify old nests of raptors and corvids. In Arizona, nests are primarily on cliff ledges, but
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elsewhere nests in trees are used (Glinski 1998d, Terres 1980). The nest is not much more than a
scrape in the substrate present on ledges (Glinski 1998d). The birds lay three to four eggs
between March and June. Historically, the primary threat to Peregrine Falcons has been from
pesticides, which accumulate in the birds and cause failure of nesting efforts resulting from
eggshell thinning (AGFD 2002d). Rock climbing near eyries can disturb nesting Peregrine
Falcons. Disturbance of nesting birds and take of individual animals are current recognized
threats to the birds in New Mexico (NMDGF 2008).

Due to the wide range of the species and widespread suitable foraging habitat in the region,
Peregrine Falcons are anticipated to potentially occur nearly anywhere within the Project area.

Crested Caracara (Caracara cheriway)

The Crested Caracara is a WSC.

The Crested Caracara occurs in a variety of habitats where open to semi-open areas with low-
profile vegetation with scattered trees suitable for nesting are present. Areas that contain perches,
including trees and fence posts, that provide a good view near nest sites are preferred (Morrison
1996). Caracaras are mostly restricted to Sonoran desertscrub habitat in southern Arizona, are
commonly associated with a water source, and seldom occur outside of low-elevation
desertscrub habitat in valleys (Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005, Levy 1998).

Crested Caracaras are considered opportunistic feeders, feeding primarily on carrion, but they
commonly feed on any animal materials either live or dead, including small mammals, reptiles,
and invertebrates (AGFD 2003c, Ehrlich et al. 1988, Levy 1998). They apparently nest primarily
in Saguaros in Arizona, placing the nest in low crotches of the plants generally above the tops of
surrounding vegetation, and are thus usually well hidden (Levy 1998). Nests are constructed of
finer desert vegetation, and are thus distinct from the stick nests of raptors and corvids that
commonly occur in similar nesting situations (Levy 1998).

In the United States, threats include road mortality of birds scavenging carrion, conversion of
habitat to agriculture or residential uses, and illegal shooting and trapping. Poisoning for
mammalian predator control is still somewhat of an issue for birds that feed at carrion, but the
species is apparently secure within its range in Arizona (AGFD 2003c¢).

Crested Caracaras may occur in suitable habitat in the Project area.
Mississippi Kite (Ictinia mississippiensis)
The Mississippi Kite is a WSC.

The breeding habitat for the Mississippi Kite is open forest or grasslands with scattered trees. In
Arizona, most breeding has occurred along lowland riparian deciduous forest as found along the
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San Pedro River, which contains scattered live Cottonwoods with a snag component used during
foraging. Understory vegetation is an important element in Mississippi Kite habitat as it supports
populations of cicadas, which are a major food source for the birds. The birds also feed on other
insects, frogs, toads, small snakes, birds, and small mammals including bats, and a variety of
road-killed animals (Glinski 1998e, Parker 1999). In Arizona, Mississippi Kites nest primarily in
the tops of Cottonwood trees. The birds produce two white eggs in early June, which hatch in the
first week of July, but the young do not generally fledge until late August (Glinski 1998e).
Degradation or loss of riparian nesting and foraging habitat are the greatest threats to the species.
Pesticide poisoning accumulated from insect prey and harassment by humans may also adversely
affect the species (AGFD 2003d).

The Mississippi Kite may nest along the San Pedro River and its small tributaries in the Project
area.

Tropical Kingbird (Tryannus melacholicus)

The Tropical Kingbird is a WSC.

The Tropical Kingbird is typically a resident of riparian woodlands in Arizona, apparently
preferring the periphery of such woodlands. They use high perches to watch for predators and for
foraging in these areas (Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005). The diet of the Tropical Kingbird
consists primarily of insects and berries (Ehrlich et al. 1988, Terres 1980). Tropical Kingbirds
nest high in trees in May or June, producing two to four eggs, with the young fledging in about
18 days (Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005, Terres 1980).

Tropical Kingbirds may nests along the San Pedro River and its small tributaries in the Project
area.

Thick-billed Kingbird (Tyrannus crassirostris)

The Thick-billed Kingbird is a WSC.

The Thick-billed Kingbird is a resident of broad-leaf riparian gallery forests, especially those
with Sycamores, and tropical deciduous forest (south of the United States) (AOU 1998, Ehrlich
et al. 1988, Terres 1980). The birds feed in typical flycatcher fashion by aerial hawking for
insects, and glean other invertebrates off vegetation (Ehrlich et al. 1988, Lowther 2002). The
species is an uncommon, dispersed breeder in the southwestern United States (Lowther 2002).
They build an untidy cup nest in the tops of broad-leaved riparian trees. The nests are so loosely
constructed that twigs protrude from the structure, and the eggs are usually visible from below
(Ehrlich et al. 1988, Terres 1980). Three to four eggs are laid (Ehrlich et al. 1988, Lowther 2002,
Terres 1980). The greatest threat to the Thick-billed Kingbird is degradation or loss of gallery
riparian forest habitat from groundwater pumping, water diversion, overgrazing, and wood
cutting (AGFD 20014d).
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The Thick-billed Kingbird may winter along the San Pedro River and its small tributaries in the
Project area.

Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon)

The Belted Kingfisher is a WSC.

Belted Kingfishers inhabit areas where perennial waters that support an adequate fish prey base
are present. Waters need to be clear enough to allow successful fishing by the birds. Water
sources used include ponds, marshes, lakes, streams, and rivers, and in migration and winter they
may use irrigation canals, earthen livestock tanks, and areas with dependable effluent discharge
(Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005). The Belted Kingfishers are primarily piscivorous, but they
also take amphibians, reptiles, rodents, young birds, crayfish, and other invertebrates (Corman
and Wise-Gervais 2005, Ehrlich et al. 1988, Terres 1980). The Belted Kingfisher typically digs a
horizontal burrow in an embankment near their fishing grounds, but may also nest in tree
cavities. Burrows are typically three to seven feet deep, and may take up to three weeks to
construct. Six to seven glossy white eggs are normally laid, with the young volant at about four
weeks (Kelly et al. 2009, Terres 1980). Belted Kingfishers are sensitive to human disturbance,
particularly while nesting (AZGFD 2007).

The Belted Kingfisher may winter along the San Pedro River and Picacho Reservoir in the
Project area.

Western Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia hypugaea)

The Western Burrowing Owl is BLMS, and a PPVS.

Burrowing Owls inhabit open areas in deserts, grasslands, and agricultural and range lands. They
use well-drained areas with gentle slopes and sparse vegetation, and may occupy areas near
human habitation such as golf courses and airports (Dechant et al. 2003, Ehrlich et al. 1988,
Terres 1980). Burrowing Owls often select burrows where surrounding vegetation is kept short
by grazing, dry conditions, or burning (Dechant et al. 2003, Hjertaas et al. 1995). In Arizona,
Burrowing Owls prefer grasslands, creosote bush/bursage desertscrub communities, and
agricultural lands (deVos 1998). Burrowing Owls are semi-colonial and usually occupy burrows
excavated by small mammals, often at the edges of active colonies of Prairie Dogs (Cynomys
spp.) or Ground Squirrels (Spermophilus spp.). In areas that lack colonial burrowing rodents,
Burrowing Owls will use excavations made by other mammals such as badgers (Taxidea taxus),
skunks, foxes, and coyotes. They may also use natural cavities in rocks. In addition to the nest
burrow, these owls may also use several satellite burrows. Satellite burrows may serve as
protection from predators and parasites (Dechant et al. 2003). Occasionally Burrowing Owls may
excavate their own burrows.
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Burrowing Owls are opportunistic feeders, preying on a variety of arthropods and small
vertebrates (Dechant et al. 2003, Hjertaas et al. 1995). They may forage during the day or night,
but tend to forage closer to the nest during the day. Foraging habitat is variable, depending on
prey availability and abundance. Migratory Burrowing Owls arrive on their breeding grounds in
March or April (Dechant et al. 2003, Hjertaas et al. 1995). The owls may line their burrow with
dry grass, weeds, feathers, or livestock dung (Ehrlich et al. 1988).

Widespread declines in the range and abundance of Burrowing Owls have been attributed to
habitat loss and fragmentation and to control and extermination of colonial burrowing mammals
(Dechant et al. 2003, Hjertaas et al. 1995). Potential nesting habitat for Burrowing Owls has also
been reduced through conversion of land to agricultural and urban uses (Hjertaas et al. 1995).
However, in Arizona, some agriculture areas have become a source of important habitat for the
species. In addition to removing potential nest sites, habitat fragmentation may increase the
density of predators such as foxes and coyotes, and make it more difficult for unpaired
burrowing owls to find mates (Haug et al. 1993). Increased urbanization may result in an
increase in predation by domestic dogs (Haug et al. 1993). Pesticides may harm burrowing owls
through direct toxicity, secondary toxicity from ingesting poisoned prey, and reduction in the
abundance of prey (Dechant et al. 2003).

Burrowing Owls may nest in the Project area in suitable habitat.

Cactus Ferruginous Pygmy-owl (Glaucidium brasilianum)

The Cactus Ferruginous Pygmy-owl is BLMS and a WSC.

Pygmy-owls are cavity-nesters, usually using nest cavities excavated and abandoned by
woodpeckers. Most recent nests have been in cavities in Saguaros, but historically these birds
also used cavities in Cottonwood, Willow, and Mesquite (Cartron and Finch 2000). Nests have
also been recorded in cavities in Velvet Ash (Fraxinus velutina) and Eucalyptus (Eucalyptus
sp.). Nest sites may be reused in subsequent years (Terres 1980). Cactus Ferruginous Pygmy-
owls will feed on a wide variety of prey items, including birds, small mammals, reptiles, insects
(including caterpillars), and scorpions (Cartron and Finch 2000, Terres 1980). They typically
hunt from a perch. They are most active at night, but they are also active at dawn and dusk, and
occasionally during the day (Terres 1980). The nesting season for Cactus Ferruginous Pygmy-
owls in Arizona generally lasts from April to June (Cartron and Finch 2000). The incubation
period is between 22 and 30 days, and the chicks fledge 21 to 30 days after hatching. Young
birds will disperse from the nesting area approximately eight weeks after fledging. The primary
threat to Cactus Ferruginous Pygmy-owls in Arizona is the loss of suitable habitat. Main causes
of habitat loss are cutting of riparian woodlands, livestock grazing, groundwater pumping, and
urban development (Cartron and Finch 2000).
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Suitable nesting habitat for the species is present within the Project area from the vicinity of the
flanks of the Picacho Mountains east to the limits of Saguaro habitat along the west and north
flanks of the Tortolita Mountains, and southeast to Marana and the northern fringe of Tucson
along the mountain base. Additional habitat is present in the San Pedro Valley through the full
extent of the study area from south to north.

The Cactus Ferruginous Pygmy-owl may nest in the Project area. Although none have been
recorded recently from the Project area, protocol-based surveys are infrequently performed since
the species was delisted under the ESA.

Mexican Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis lucida)

The Mexican Spotted Owl is listed as threatened under the ESA, and a WSC. Critical habitat is
designated outside of the Project area.

Mexican Spotted Owls occur in disjunct locations associated with “Sky Islands™ (isolated
forested mountain ranges) and forested canyons in southwestern United States (USFWS 2013b).
The species shows a preference for mature forest, however, unlike other Spotted Owls, they are
more tolerant of arid forests and less dependent on old-growth stands (Ganey and Balda 1989).
In general, Mexican Spotted Owls occur between an elevation range of 3,700 and 9,600 feet in
mixed conifer-oak vegetation communities, riparian woodlands, and in deep canyons (Ganey et
al. 2003, USFWS 1995). Nests are not built by Mexican Spotted Owls; they rely on existing
structures such as raptor nests, caves, tree cavities, and debris platforms in trees (USFWS 2012).
Courtship rituals begin in March, eggs are laid in late March or early April and hatch in early
May, and the young owlets fledge by mid-June (USFWS 2012). Diet primarily consists of small
mammals such as woodrats, deer mice, pocket gophers, and voles, but varies by location; bats,
birds, reptiles, and arthropods may also be consumed (USFWS 2012). Primary threats to the
species include habitat loss through uniform-age silvicultural practices and stand-replacing fires
(USFWS 2012).

Mexican Spotted Owls inhabit the Santa Catalina and Winchester Mountains in the Project area.
Suitable nesting habitat does not exist at the location the Project crosses the mountains, however,
Juvenile Mexican Spotted Owls are known to disperse long distances and through atypical
habitat types following fledging (USFWS 2012). The BA for the Project stated that the Project
would have no effect on the Mexican Spotted Owl, as no suitable habitat for the species is
present in the Project area.

Sprague’s Pipit (Anthus spragueii)
The Sprague’s Pipit is a candidate for listing under the ESA, and is a WSC.

The Sprague’s Pipit is endemic to the North American prairie. It migrates annually between a
summer breeding range in northern United States and southern Canada and a wintering range in
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southern United States and northern Mexico. Preferred habitat at both winter and summer ranges
is well-drained, open grasslands with high grass cover (greater than 80 percent), short grass
height (between four and 12 inches), and little (less than five percent) shrub cover (Macias-
Duarte 2009, USFWS 2014b). Nonnative grasslands are used when preferred vegetation
structure is present, suggesting species composition may not influence preference as much as
structure (USFWS 2014b). Sprague’s Pipits may also use fallow agricultural fields to nest in, as
well as during fall migration, although this is less common than grasslands (Fisher and Davis
2011, Robbins and Dale 1999). In southeastern Arizona, Sprague’s Pipits may use semidesert
grasslands, shortgrass prairie, and Sonoran and Chihuahuan desertscrub (Phillips and Amadon
1952, Garcia-Salas et al. 1995). Nest building begins after arrival to summer breeding range, and
clutches of four to five eggs are laid in May; fledglings leave the nest approximately 25 to 30
days later (Robbins and Dale 1999). Diet consists primarily of arthropods in summer, but they do
consume grass and forb seeds (AGFD 2001e, Ehrlich et al. 1988, Robbins and Dale 1999, Terres
1980). The greatest threat to Sprague’s Pipit is direct loss of habitat, primarily through
conversion to agriculture.

Suitable wintering habitat is present within the Project area along the San Simon River, in the
Sulphur Springs Valley, and on Allen Flat east of the San Pedro River (Gori and Enquist 2003).
Sprague’s Pipits may winter within the Project area, but do not nest in the Project area.

Arizona Botteri’s Sparrow (Peucaea botterii arizonae)

The Arizona Botteri’s Sparrow is BLMS.

In southern Arizona, the species prefers taller grassland habitats, commonly occurring in swales
and floodplain bottoms where Giant Sacaton (Sporobolus wrightii) is present. They forage on
low, grassy hillsides adjacent to these habitats. They also occur up into the lower reaches of open
oak woodland (Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005, Webb and Bock 1996). The birds feed primarily
on grasshoppers and other arthropods, but also consume some grass and forb seeds (Ehrlich et al.
1988, Webb and Bock 1996). They construct their nest within or at the base of moderately tall
bunch clumps of bunch-grasses. They produce two to four unmarked bluish-white eggs per
clutch (Ehrlich et al. 1988, Webb and Bock 1996). The greatest threat to the species is from
degradation of loss of habitat resulting from conversion of lands for livestock grazing,
agriculture and development (Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005, Webb and Bock 1996).

The Arizona Botteri’s Sparrow may occur in the Project area in suitable habitat.

Arizona Grasshopper Sparrow (Ammodramus savannarum ammolegus)

The Arizona Grasshopper Sparrow is BLMS.

The Arizona Grasshopper Sparrow inhabits grasslands and prairies that are moderately open and
have patches of bare ground, with little shrub cover. They feed on a variety of invertebrates, but
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primarily insects, and have a preference for grasshoppers. They also feed on seeds, which make
up a large portion of their diet in fall. Nests are built by the female on the ground and are well
hidden, with adjacent grasses forming a dome over the nest (Vickery 1996). Clutches of four to
five brown-spotted creamy-white eggs are laid between April and August (Ehrlich et al. 1988,
Terres 1980). Habitat degradation, fragmentation, and loss are the primary recognized threats to
the Grasshopper Sparrow in North America. Grazing on grasslands in the southwest tends to
exclude Grasshopper Sparrows (Vickery 1996).

Arizona Grasshopper Sparrow may occur in Sulphur Springs Valley and San Simon Valley in the
Project area.

Baird’s Sparrow (dmmodramus bairdii)

The Baird’s Sparrow is a WSC.

Baird’s Sparrows winter in southern Arizona and occupy dense grasslands with a sparse shrub
component.

Baird’s Sparrows occupy shortgrass prairie habitats, other grasslands, and weedy fields (Ehrlich
et al. 1988, NGS 2002). When the birds are present in the Southwest during winter, they are
found in grasslands dominated by bunchgrasses (particularly Bouteloua spp. and Eragrostis
spp.), among scattered Velvet Mesquite or other woody vegetation (Green et al. 2002). The diet
of Baird’s Sparrows includes insects, spiders and grass and forb seeds (Ehrlich et al. 1988; Green
et al. 2002). Threats to the Baird’s Sparrow are primarily from degradation or loss of grassland
habitats within its breeding range. Causes include conversion of land for human use, habitat
invasion by non-native plant species, and alteration of habitat by encroachment of shrubs due to
fire suppression.

The Baird’s Sparrow may winter in and/or migrate through the Project area.

Rufous-winged Sparrow (Peucaea carpalis)

The Rufous-winged Sparrow is a PPVS.

These sparrows are found in flat or gently sloping Sonoran desertscrub and Sinaloan thornscrub
with scattered spiny trees and shrubs. Grasses are essential habitat components, and species of
Mesquite, Hackberry, Cholla, and Paloverde are usually present as well (Pima County 2004).
Territories commonly encompass some wash habitat. These birds are also found at higher
elevations in oak savannahs (Pima County 2004). Rufous-winged Sparrows feed primarily on
arthropods, but supplement their diet seasonally with seeds of forbs and grasses (Ehrlich et al.
1988, Lowther et al. 1999). They forage by pecking on the ground, but will glean foods from low
vegetation (Lowther et al. 1999). They construct their cup-shaped nest in the fork of branches of
low shrubs, trees, or cholla cacti (Lowther et al. 1999). They lay two to four pale green to pale
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bluish-white eggs (Ehrlich et al. 1988, Lowther et al. 1999). The primary threats to the Rufous-
winged Sparrow are degradation and loss of habitat from overgrazing and urban development ‘
(Lowther et al. 1999).

The Rufous-winged Sparrow may nest in the Project area in suitable habitat.

Le Conte’s Thrasher (Toxostoma lecontei)

The Le Conte’s Thrasher is BLMS.

Le Conte’s Thrashers inhabit some of the driest deserts in the southwestern United States, where
vegetation is usually sparse and there is seldom any available surface water. Vegetation
commonly includes saltbush (Atriplex spp.) species or scattered Creosote Bush, and an important
element of their habitat is the presence of at least a few taller plants for nesting, such as chollas
or yuccas. Like other thrashers, they forage on the ground among leaf litter for arthropods and
some plant seeds, commonly digging shallow pits to expose these items. They also eat bird eggs
and rarely take small lizards or snakes. They construct a double-lined, cup-shaped nest in chollas
or other tall, dense vegetation in their habitat (Ehrlich et al. 1988, Sheppard 1996). Threats to Le
Conte’s Thrashers include habitat loss from development, unregulated OHV use, shooting, and
pesticides (Sheppard 1996).

Le Conte’s Thrashers may nest in suitable habitat in the Project area.

Elegant Trogon (Trogon elegans)

The Elegant Trogon is a WSC.

The Elegant Trogon breeds in Arizona primarily in riparian woodland canyons bordered by pine-
oak forest and Madrean evergreen woodland (Kunzmann et al. 1998). The species feeds on a
variety of fruits and insects. Elegant Trogons are a cavity-nesting bird; occupying holes created
by other birds or formed naturally in either live or dead trees (Kunzmann et al. 1998). Threats to
the species include habitat degradation or loss and disturbance of birds during the nesting season
by birders.

Elegant Trogons do not normally occur within the Project area, but there are infrequent records
of the species in the “Sky Islands” of southeastern Arizona. The species could potentially occur
inmontane canyons crossed by the Proposed Route.

Abert’s Towhee (Melozone aberti)

The Abert’s Towhee is a PPVS.

Abert’s Towhees inhabit riparian or xeroriparian habitats with species of Cottonwood, Willow,
Mesquite, or Paloverde trees containing a dense understory component. They will also use dense
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stands of exotic Tamarisk (Tweit and Finch 1994). Abert’s Towhees forage primarily on the
ground among leaf litter for insects and seeds. Habitat degradation and loss are the principle
threats to the species (Tweit and Finch 1994).

Abert’s Towhees may nest along the San Pedro River and its small tributaries in the Project area.

Bell’s Vireo (Vireo bellii)

The Bell’s Vireo is a PPVS.

Bell’s Vireos inhabit dense, often thorny, shrubby vegetation along arroyos, streams, or
woodland edges. In the southwest, the species commonly inhabits such areas that include a
Mesquite component (Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005). Bell’s Vireos eat primarily larger insects
such as grasshoppers, beetles, bees, wasps, larvae of Lepidoptera, and a few spiders, which they
glean from the ground or by hovering at ground level. They also occasionally take snails and
wild fruit (Brown 1993, Terres 1980). Their hanging cup nests are placed at the fork of slender
tree branches and are constructed of plant parts, leaves, and bark, and are lined with fine grasses,
small feathers, or horsehair (Brown 1993, Terres 1980). Eggs are brown-spotted white; and four
are typically laid between April and July (Ehrlich et al. 1988, Terres 1980). Populations of the
Bell’s Vireo have shown some recent declines in portions of their range, but for the most part the
species is stable. Primary threats to Bell’s Vireo are habitat loss from flood control measures and
damming of rivers, and parasitism by Brown-headed Cowbirds (Corman and Wise-Gervais
2005).

The Bell’s Vireo may nest in suitable habitat along the San Pedro River and its small tributaries.

Gilded Flicker (Colaptes chrysoides)

The Gilded Flicker is BLMS.

Gilded Flickers inhabit low desert areas of the Southwest, primarily occurring in Saguaro forests
where they excavate their nests. They begin nest cavities in Saguaros very early in the season so
that damaged plant tissue will callus over prior to the birds nesting. They also occur along
riparian drainages, where they may occasionally nest in Cottonwoods or other riparian trees
(Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005, Moore 1995). A small clutch of three to five eggs are laid
(Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005). Gilded Flickers feed primarily on invertebrates that they
glean from the ground, but they also consume some fruits and seeds. Loss of Saguaro desert
habitat from development adversely affects the species. Gilded Flickers do not do well in urban
areas, even in the presence of Saguaros. Habitat loss in the Sonoran Desert resulting from
invasive grass-fueled wildfires is a major ongoing threat to this species (Corman and Wise-
Gervais 2005).

Gilded Flickers may nest in Saguaro forests and riparian areas in the Project area.
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Desert Purple Martin (Progne subis hesperia)

The Desert Purple Martin is BLMS.

The Desert Purple Martin nests in large columnar cacti, particularly saguaros. The species is a
strict insectivore, primarily taking its food in flight; but at times may skim insects off of water,
glean them off vegetation, or go to the ground to pick up prey (Brown 1997). Four to five white
eggs are laid between March and July (Brown 1997, Ehrlich et al. 1988, Terres 1980). Loss of
columnar cacti, particularly in Mexico where large areas of Sonoran Desert are being converted
to grassland to support the livestock industry adversely affects the species. Pesticides could
impact birds wintering in South America (Brown 1997).

Desert Purple Martins may nest in Saguaro forest habitat in the Project area.

Southwestern Willow Flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus)

The Southwestern Willow Flycatcher is listed as endangered under the ESA, and is a WSC.
Critical habitat is designated in the Project area (Figure C-1).

The Southwestern Willow Flycatcher is a Neotropical migrant that winters in Central and South
America, and nests in southwestern United States. Historical nesting accounts exist in southern
California, southern Nevada, southern Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, western Texas, southwestern
Colorado, and northern Mexico (USFWS 2002). Migration occurs between the months of April
and June, as well as between July and September (USFWS 2014c). Nesting habitat varies widely
among breeding locations, but all occur alongside rivers, streams, and other wetlands that have at
least intermittent flows during breeding season (USFWS 2014c). Predominant plant species in
nesting locations include: Gooddings Willow (Salix gooddingii), Coyote Willow (S. exigua),
Geyer’s Willow (S. geyeriana), Arroyo Willow (S. lasiolepis), Red Willow (S. laevigata),
Boxelder (Acer negundo), Tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima), and Russian Olive (Elaeagnus
angustifolia) (USFWS 2014c¢). In general, Southwestern Willow Flycatchers do not nest in areas
without Willows or Tamarisk. They begin to build nests in late May, eggs are laid in June and
July, and chicks are usually fledged by mid-August (USFWS 2002). Diet consists of flying and
ground-dwelling invertebrates of both terrestrial and aquatic origin (USFWS 2014c¢). Primary
threats to the Southwestern Willow Flycatcher include: habitat loss by anthropogenic means and
brood parasitism by brown-headed cowbirds.

Southwestern Willow Flycatchers may occur along the San Pedro River and Picacho Reservoir
within the Project area, however, no suitable nesting habitat presently exists at either location.
The area crossed by the Project along San Pedro River is dominated by a mesquite bosque with
small numbers of individual species of Willow, Saltcedar, and Cottonwood (Exhibit B-2:
Biological Assessment). Picacho Reservoir may potentially host suitable nesting habitat
following intermittent flooding and growth of the Saltcedar-dominated vegetation.
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The USFWS included the following statement in the BO, acknowledging SunZia’s commitment
to provide compensatory mitigation for impacts to Southwestern Willow Flycatcher designated
critical habitat:

= Acquisition and protection of habitat to fully offset temporary and permanent disturbance
that would take place within designated critical habitat is a committed conservation
measure and would be a condition of the BLM right-of-way grant and Notice to Proceed.

Reptile Species Accounts

Sonoran Desert Tortoise (Gopherus morafkai)

The Sonoran Desert Tortoise is a candidate for listing under the ESA, is BLMS, and a WSC.

Sonoran Desert Tortoises occupy primarily Sonoran desertscrub vegetation communities on
rocky foothills east of the Colorado River, between the approximate elevation range of 500 and
5,300 feet. Adequate shelter from extreme temperatures is essential for the survival of the species
(AGFD 2010b). Shelter types include: rock structures, vegetation, burrows excavated in firm, but
loose, soil, and caliche caves in incised wash banks (Averill-Murray et al. 2002). Caliche caves
in incised washes are preferentially sought out in the absence of rocky slopes or boulders (Riedle
et al. 2008). Sonoran Desert Tortoises may occasionally occupy valley-bottom habitat away from
rocky areas as dispersal corridors (Averill-Murray et al. 2002). Mating occurs at the beginning of
the monsoon season, later than that of the Mojave Desert Tortoise, and hatchlings may emerge in
late summer or over winter until the next spring (AGFD 2010b). Sonoran Desert Tortoises are
herbivorous, and consume herbaceous parts of annual and perennial grasses and shrubs, as well
as flowers and fruit (Van Devender et al. 2002). Primary threats to Sonoran Desert Tortoises are
landscape-scale threats such as fire and vegetation changes driven by invasive plants, and
fragmentation from impenetrable dispersal barriers such as canals, railroads, and freeways
(USFWS 2013c). Other threats can include removal of individuals for pets, and intentional and
accidental direct take by construction activities or vehicle collisions (Boarman 2002).

Suitable habitat exists in the Project area west of the San Pedro River crossing. Sonoran Desert
Tortoises are likely to occur in this area. The BLM also defined some areas that contain
important Sonoran Desert Tortoise habitat. A portion of this habitat would be crossed by the
Proposed Route (Figure C-1).

SunZia provided the following committed conservation measure for the Sonoran Desert Tortoise
in the BA:

m  Conservation measures for the Sonoran Desert Tortoise would be as described in the
standards and policies published by the BLM (1988, 2012). These measures specify
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methods for preconstruction clearance surveys, construction monitoring, and
compensation for lost Sonoran Desert Tortoise habitat on BLM-administered lands.

Northern Mexican Gartersnake (Thamnophis eques megalops)

The Northern Mexican Gartersnake is listed as threatened under the ESA, a PPVS, and a WSC.
Critical habitat is proposed in the Project area (Figure C-1).

The Northern Mexican Gartersnake is a riparian obligate species that occupies three different
general habitat types: small isolated wetlands, large river-riparian woodlands, and streamside
gallery forests (USFWS 2014d). The subspecies appears to be most active between the months of
May and September (USFWS 2014d). Mating occurs in April and May, and offspring are born
between June and August (USFWS 2014d). Diet consists primarily of native amphibians and
fishes captured along vegetated bank-lines or in water; nonnative species are also taken. The
primary threats to the Northern Mexican Gartersnake are predation by and competition with
nonnative species such as the American Bullfrog (Lithobates catesbeianus) and riparian habitat
degradation and loss (USFWS 2014d).

The Northern Mexican Gartersnake is not known to be present in the portion of the San Pedro
River that would be crossed by the Project. No permanent water is present in this location.
However, the entire river corridor has been proposed as critical habitat to provide protections for
suitable habitat present in perennial segments of the river as well as to protect habitat that may be
important for movement of the species between segments of suitable habitat. The Project would
fully span the San Pedro River floodplain at this location, and would not affect the values that
would be protected by the proposed critical habitat rule.

Tucson Shovel-nosed Snake (Chionactis occipitalis klauberi)

The Tucson Shovel-nosed Snake is a PPVS.

The Tucson Shovel-nosed Snake inhabits areas of sandy soils, typically associated with Creosote
Bush and Mesquite species and is mostly limited to valley floors below 2,200 feet elevation
(CBD 2004). Little is known about their ecology due to its cryptic nature. They are active above
the surface from late spring through midsummer (Rosen 2003). Diet consists of roaches,
scorpions, insect larvae, ants, spiders, and reptile eggs (Brennan and Holycross 2009). Habitat
loss is the single greatest threat to the Tucson Shovel-nosed Snake.

Suitable habitat exists within the Project area west of the Tortolita Mountains. Although no
recently confirmed individuals exist, they may occur in the Project area.

Western Ground Snake (Sonora semiannulata)

The Western Ground Snake is a PPVS.
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The Western Ground Snake inhabits semidesert grassland, desertscrub, chaparral, and mesquite
thickets. They occur in plains, valleys, and foothill habitats, but mostly near mountains with
higher slopes and poorly drained soils (Degenhardt et al. 1996, Brennan 2012). Vegetation can
vary from sparse creosote bush to dense riparian communities, but drainageways, floodplains,
streambeds, and terraces appear to be important elements of their habitat (Pima County 2004).
They feed on a wide variety of arthropods and take a few small lizards. The species is oviparous,
laying three to six eggs in June or July (Brennan and Holycross 2009, Degenhardt et al. 1996).
Degradation and loss of habitat are the primary threats to the species.

The Western Ground Snake occurs within the Project area.

Desert Ornate Box Turtle (Terrapene ornata luteola)

The Desert Orate Box Turtle is BLMS and a PPVS.

The Desert Ornate Box Turtle occurs primarily within semidesert grassland and Chihuahuan
desertscrub communities. They generally do not occur in steep or rocky terrain, but prefer
shallower slopes and valley bottoms where deeper, friable soils suitable for construction of
burrows are present (Degenhardt et al. 1996, Stebbins 2003). Some populations modify existing
rodent burrows, particularly those of Kangaroo Rrats (Dipodomys spp.), but Box Turtles are
capable of excavating their own burrows (Brennan and Holycross 2009, Degenhardt et al. 1996,
Stebbins 2003). They are not dependent on free water, obtaining needed moisture primarily from
their diet, but they are often found near water and are apparently good swimmers. The Desert
Ornate Box Turtle is an opportunistic omnivore, with a preference for animal foods (Degenhardt
et al. 1996, Stebbins 2003). They lay one to eight eggs in shallow nests in friable, well-draining
soils (Brennan and Holycross 2009, Stebbins 2003). The primary recognized threats to the
Ornate Box Turtle (Terrapene o. ornata) are degradation and loss of grassland habitat,
population declines from removal for the pet trade, and road mortality (Redder et al. 2006).
These threats likely affect the Desert Ornate Box Turtle as well.

The Desert Ornate Box Turtle occurs in semidesert grassland and riparian areas in the Project
area.

Sonora Mud Turtle (Kinosternon sonoriense sonoriense)

The Sonora Mud Turtle is BLMS.

The Sonoran Mud Turtle normally occupies shallow, clear, perennial waters of streams, ponds,
springs, and irrigation ditches, but is known from ephemeral drainages in southern Arizona.
Aquatic habitats usually have rocky or sandy bottoms and support aquatic vegetation. Sonoran
Mud Turtles occupy habitats from Sonoran desertscrub up to montane coniferous forest at about
6,500 feet elevation (Brennan and Holycross 2009, Degenhardt et al. 1996). Unlike the Yellow
Mud Turtle, the Sonoran Mud Turtle does not usually range far from its aquatic habitat, but can
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travel overland between bodies of water (Brennan and Holycross 2009). Sonoran Mud Turtles
are primarily carnivorous, but will consume vegetation when animal foods are not readily
available. They forage while walking on the bottoms of their aquatic habitat, feeding primarily
on a variety of invertebrates, but also taking fish and amphibian adults or larvae. The Sonoran
Mud Turtle is threatened by habitat degradation, accumulated pesticide poisoning, and predation
by nonnative species (Rosen 2008, Schwalbe and Rosen 1988).

The Sonoran Mud Turtle may occur along the San Pedro River and its tributaries in suitable
habitat.

Arizona Striped Whiptail (Aspidoscelis arizonae)

The Arizona Striped Whiptail is BLMS.

Arizona Striped Whiptails are restricted to semiarid grasslands, generally dominated by Alkali
Sacaton (Sporobolus airoides) and Saltgrass (Distichlis spicata) (Rosen et al. 1998). Whiptails
are diurnal lizards, and are active during high temperatures. Reproduction takes place from May
to early July when oviposition begins, and young hatch during August (Lowe and Goldberg
1970). Clutch size is generally one to three eggs (Sullivan 2009). Adults enter hibernation in
September, followed by juveniles slightly later in autumn (Lowe and Goldberg 1970). As with
all small whiptail species, the Arizona Striped Whiptail is primarily insectivorous. In its
restricted range, human land use has been the primary apparent cause of decline of the Arizona
Striped Whiptail.

The Arizona Striped Whiptail may occur in the Project area in suitable habitat in the Sulphur
Springs Valley, although the species has not been recorded from the immediate vicinity of the
Project (Sullivan et al. 2005). Reconnaissance surveys conducted for the Project in this area and
in the San Simon Valley near another historic location did not observe any Arizona Striped
Whiptails.

Canyon Spotted Whiptail (Aspidoscelis burti)

The Canyon Spotted Whiptail is a PPVS.

The Canyon Spotted Whiptail primarily occupies semidesert grasslands and Madrean evergreen
woodland communities, but will utilize drainages extending into desertscrub communities.
Canyons and drainages are favored areas within these communities (Brennan 2012). The species
will spend late fall and all of winter belowground. Mating occurs in spring, and eggs are laid in
the summer (Brennan 2012). Diet consists of small invertebrates such as ants, termites, beetles,
caterpillars, and spiders. The Canyon Spotted Whiptail is threatened by the loss of habitat.

Canyon Spotted Whiptails may occur in suitable habitat near the Winchester, Rincon, and Santa
Catalina mountains.
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Amphibian Species Accounts

Lowland Leopard Frog (Lithobates yavapaiensis)

The Lowland Leopard Frog is BLMS, a PPVS, and a WSC.

The Lowland Leopard Frog occurs from Sonoran desertscrub up to Great Basin conifer
woodland and the lower portions of Madrean evergreen woodland. They are generally limited to
elevations below 5,500 feet (Brennan and Holycross 2009, Degenhardt et al. 1996, Stebbins
2003). They usually stay close to water, and normally occur in permanent or semi-permanent
aquatic habitats (Brennan and Holycross 2009, Stebbins 2003). They may occur in most
freshwater aquatic habitats, including permanent pools of foothill streams, overflow ponds and
side channels of major rivers, permanent springs, and permanent stock tanks. They can also
tolerate brief drying of water sources by taking shelter in rodent burrows. The Lowland Leopard
Frog feeds primarily on invertebrates, but takes some small vertebrates (Brennan and Holycross
2009, Degenhardt et al. 1996). The Lowland Leopard Frog normally breeds between January and
June, and again between September and early November. Eggs are laid in masses (Brennan and
Holycross 2009, Stebbins 2003). Lowland Leopard Frogs are threatened by the fungal infection
Chytridiomycosis, riparian habitat loss and degradation, and predation by nonnative species.

The Lowland Leopard Frog may occur within the Project area along the San Pedro River and its
tributaries. Although the Project does not cross the San Pedro River or any tributaries in
locations with permanent water, Lowland Leopard Frogs will use temporary pools and stream
corridors for dispersal during the summer monsoon season.

Fish Species Accounts

Longfin Dace (Agosia chrysogaster)

The Longfin Dace is BLMS, and a PPVS.

The Longfin Dace can tolerate a wide range of habitats, from sand-bottomed desert streams to
cool, clear creeks in the lower mountains (Minckley 1973). These fish can tolerate shallow pools
less than seven inches deep, prefer moderate stream velocities around 1.1 feet per second, and
are found at elevations between 1,360 and 6,740 feet (AGFD 2006c¢). They have the ability to
move into new areas in response to flooding, and they can begin reproducing within a few days
(AGFD 2006c¢). They often persist at the downstream edges of intermittent flows where they take
temporary refuge in algal mats or detritus (Sublette et al. 1990). Longfin Dace typically feed on
filamentous algae, zooplankton, aquatic insects, and detritus (Lee et al. 1980, Minckley 1973,
Sublette et al. 1990). The species spawns from December through at least July. Nests may be
tightly clustered, and young normally hatch in less than four days (Minckley 1973). Primary
threats to the Longfin Dace include flood control and irrigation projects that alter the flow or
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quality of water. Other threats are predation by and competition from nonnative fish and crayfish
(AGFD 2006c¢).

Longfin Dace occur within Buehman Canyon near the Project area, and are present in the San
Pedro River in a permanent section of the river on the Three Links Farm downstream from the
location that would be crossed by the Project. The Project does not cross the San Pedro River or
Buehman Canyon in locations with permanent water.

Invertebrate Species Accounts

Talus Snails (Sonorella spp.)

Species of Sonorella occur within the Madrean Archipelago and adjacent regions. Most species
of Sonorella are colored pinkish-buff, and have shoulder bands that are medium to dark brown.
They inhabit talus, bedrock crevices, boulder piles, and cave entrances, generally on north-facing
slopes of hills or rocky canyons (Pima County 2004). Many species are only known from
limestone substrates. Their range is typically limited to small areas, and their mobility is
considered highly limited. Ecology of the genus is poorly known, but they are likely primarily
detrital feeders (Pima County 2004). Threats to Talus Snails are limited to habitat degradation or
loss.

Of the 11 species known to occur in Pima County, S. sabinoenis buehmanensis is the only one
known to occur in the Project area. It is located in Buehman Canyon.

Plant Species Accounts

Parish’s Indian Mallow (A4butilon parishii)

The Parish’s Indian Mallow is BLMS.

The Parish’s Indian Mallow occurs among rocks and boulders on steep slopes and in canyon
bottoms from desertscrub habitats up to semi-desert grassland between approximately 2,477 and
4,856 feet elevation (ANPS 2000). Plants typically occur on south-facing slopes and are fully
exposed (AGFD 2000b). Because of its habit of growing in steep, rocky terrain, the species is not
considered to be subject to significant impacts from grazing. Loss of habitat and plants could
occur from any ground disturbing activities where plants are present. Invasive plant species,
particularly Buffelgrass (Pennisetum ciliare) may compete with the plants for resources,
crowding plants out of habitat, and increase fire potential, which could extirpate resident
populations (AGFD 2000b).
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The Parish’s Indian Mallow is known to occur within the study area in Pinal and Pima counties
in areas of suitable habitat. Since most Project alternatives avoid rocky canyon habitats, the
potential for this species occurring in the Project area of influence is low.

Chihuahua Scurfpea (Pediomelum pentaphyllum)

The Chihuahua Scurfpea is BLMS.

The Chihuahua Scurfpea inhabits semidesert grassland and desertscrub communities dominated
by Honey Mesquite, Fourwing Salbush (Atriplex canescens), Sand Sagebrush (Artemisia
filifolia), and Creosote Bush in loose, sandy soils (Alexander 2015). The plant most often occurs
in ephemeral drainages or in well-developed sand dunes (Alexander 2015). Potential threats to
this species include degradation or loss of habitat associated with ground-disturbing activities,
which may include energy development and grazing. It is not known whether this species is
tolerant of competition from invasive plant species, but considering the species appears to occur
in open areas, incursion of invasive plant species can be anticipated to have a detrimental effect.

Intensive surveys completed by BLM and EPG biologists identified Chihuahua Scurfpea in the
San Simon Valley within the Project right-of-way.

Saguaro-Crested Form (Carnegiea gigantea)

The Crested Saguaro is Highly Safeguarded.

The crested form may occur anywhere Saguaro cacti occur in the Sonoran Desert. Although
crested Saguaros are always uncommon, locally higher numbers may be present in some areas.
The cause of this growth form of the Saguaro is poorly understood, and there is little agreement
among researchers on a cause. The primary threats to the crested Saguaro are theft of plants.
Habitat loss from development and vandalism of plants are also problematic.

Crested Saguaros are anticipated to occur in the Project area.

EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED FACILITIES

This Exhibit discusses species anticipated to be present in or migrate through the Project area.
Although as described, surveys have not been conducted over the entire Proposed Route to date,
select locations in nearly all major geographic features (valleys, mountain ranges) crossed by the
Proposed Route have been assessed for the potential for the presence of these species. Any of
these species that are present at the time of construction are at risk from the potential impacts
described in this section, and all of these species may experience habitat loss for the life of the
Project.
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Standard and selective mitigation measures that would reduce the impacts of the Project on
biological resources were developed during the NEPA process and are recorded as required
components of the Project Description in the ROD (Exhibit B-1). Measures that require complete
avoidance of sensitive locations or seasons would be highly effective in preventing related
impacts from occurring. In part, these measures specifically require avoidance of suitable nesting
habitat for the Southwestern Willow Flycatcher and Yellow-billed Cuckoo to avoid disturbance
caused by noise generated during construction.

Measures that prescribe construction practices and design features, such as surveys for sensitive
species, design to minimize ground disturbance, implementation of measures to reduce the risk
of bird collision, and reclamation of temporarily disturbed areas, would minimize impacts to
biological resources but would not completely prevent those impacts from occurring.

Construction activities may result in temporary disturbance of sensitive wildlife species due to
the presence of construction equipment and human activity. Small, terrestrial animals are at the
highest risk of incidental injury or mortality during construction activities. Development of new
access roads can result in avoidance and habitat edge effects for some species, particularly small
animals that require vegetation cover for their movements as protection against predation. Such
narrow, linear areas of ground disturbance are generally not a barrier to the movement of most
larger mammals in the Southwest.

Access Roads

Linear features such as access roads could fragment wildlife habitat, adversely affecting species
that are reluctant to cross areas of open ground due to threat of predation. New access roads may
be used by OHVs or other recreational traffic, potentially causing ongoing disturbance to
wildlife. Project development will likely increase human access potential in some areas with few
existing roads (particularly in the San Pedro River Valley along Links C201 and C441). The
presence of roads can increase the risk of vehicle mortality or illegal collection of sensitive
reptile species such as the Sonoran Desert Tortoise and Gila Monster.

Edge effects can be created by linear features, which could affect species dependent on large
blocks of contiguous habitat. Edge effects may reduce the effective size of habitat blocks for
those species, limiting connectivity and dispersal between blocks. Increases in edge habitat may
favor some generalist species over others with narrow habitat preferences. Open areas such as
access roads may be beneficial to some predators such as raptors and carnivores, due to increased
prey visibility. Overall, however, impacts of linear features on wildlife are mostly negative and
difficult to fully avoid. Access roads not required for Project maintenance or access will be
closed and restored (Selective Mitigation Measure 4).
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Transmission Lines

Groundwires, conductors, and structures present collision hazards for some birds, particularly
during nocturnal migration in poor weather conditions. Large-bodied species such as cranes and
geese, which cannot make abrupt course corrections when obstacles are encountered in their
flight path, are also at a higher risk than most bird species. Mitigation measures to improve
visibility of groundwires (Selective Mitigation Measure 15) would reduce the collision risk for
large birds. This may include the use of bird diverters on groundwires and guywires, and the use
of one-inch optical ground wire rather than one-half-inch overhead ground wire where
practicable. Although either groundwire type presents a collision risk, larger cables increase the
visibility of the line and would create a lower risk than smaller cables. An Avian Protection Plan
will be developed to mitigate the collision risk and loss of productivity for all birds. The
mitigation measures proposed for identified areas of high collision risk would follow the
recommendations of the Avian Powerline Interaction Committee (APLIC), including the
application of bird diverters (APLIC 2012). In locations such as the San Pedro River or Picacho
Reservoir area, these measures would reduce the risk of collision for sensitive riparian or aquatic
bird species such as the Southwestern Willow Flycatcher, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, and Yuma
Clapper Rail.

Electrical facilities may present electrocution hazards for large birds, although engineering
requirements of 500 kV structures must place energy sources far enough from a potential path to
ground so as to be beyond the wingspan of even the largest birds, effectively eliminating risk of
electrocution from the Project itself. “Streamers” (liquid bird waste) directed from a perched bird
can also present a conductive path for electricity. This risk can be reduced with design measures
that prevent birds from perching on structures at locations where energized lines are placed with
a short, near-vertical path to grounded components. Substations for 500 kV lines are engineered
with spacing similar to transmission lines, with similarly low electrocution risk.

Nearly all vegetation communities affected by the Project are dominated by plants of relatively
low stature, and a cleared or brushed right-of-way for conductor clearance and fire safety would
not be required. Exceptions include riparian woodland and pine-oak woodland, and some
individual trees or large shrubs in juniper savanna and xeroriparian scrubland that may require
cutting. Tree cutting would be conducted to comply with the National Electric Safety Code and
an appropriate level of safety, but would be minimized to the extent possible (Selective
Mitigation Measure 14). Under most conditions, vegetation would be allowed to attain a height
of no more than 12 feet. However, site-specific conditions may allow taller vegetation to remain,
such as where an opportunity exists to place structures on elevated terrain at a stream or wash
crossing. Efforts to leave vegetation in place under Selective Mitigation Measure 14 would
minimize impacts to wildlife habitat.
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Construction Activities and Temporary Work Areas

Construction noise and human presence can result in avoidance of the vicinity of construction
sites by some wildlife. Noise can require that birds expend additional energy during territorial
singing, or may result in abandonment of nest sites at high noise levels. Small animals such as
rodents and lizards may not be able to feasibly avoid construction areas and may be harmed
during construction activities, and can experience hearing loss from high noise levels such as
those generated by heavy equipment (Brattstrom and Bondello 1983). Vibrations from heavy
equipment and blasting can also disturb roosting bats.

Temporary ground disturbance would result in the loss of any vegetation and associated wildlife,
although large or mobile species may successfully disperse out of work areas. However,
displacement from established home ranges often lowers the survival of wildlife. Disturbed areas
often facilitate the invasion of non-native plants, or the further spread of those that are already
present. Invasive plants can displace native species, alter fire regimes, and may not provide
suitable food sources to native wildlife. Invasive plants and associated changes in the fire regime
are identified as the greatest threat facing the Sonoran Desert Tortoise. The risk of invasive plant
colonization would be managed using mitigation measures included in the Noxious Weed
Management Plan in the Plan of Development.

Disturbance of nesting raptors and other migratory birds may be avoided by constructing outside
of nesting season (Selective Mitigation Measure 12). Mitigation measures addressing the
reduction of ground disturbance and restoration of vegetation would help minimize effects to
burrowing animals and ground-nesting birds such as the Western Burrowing Owl, as well as the
small mammal prey base of many raptors (Selective Mitigation Measures 3, 5, and 14).

The degree of loss or direct disturbance of vegetation at any given point in the Project is
determined by the availability of existing access roads and by ground slope, with road
construction on steeper slopes resulting in increased ground disturbance. Within the area of
ground disturbance, loss of vegetation would be minimized by (1) reducing this area to the extent
practicable (Selective Mitigation Measure 1), (2) plant salvage and revegetation in areas of
temporary disturbance (Selective Mitigation Measure 5), and (3) closure and restoration of any
access roads not required for Project maintenance or access (Selective Mitigation Measure 4).

Temporary “drive and crush” impacts to vegetation would occur at small areas during
construction, including conductor pulling and tensioning sites, turnarounds, temporary concrete
batch plants, and temporary equipment storage yards (Selective Mitigation Measure 3). Closure
of temporary access roads and the limiting of access through gating or other means (Selective
Mitigation Measures 4 and 6) would minimize indirect impacts to vegetation caused by
recreational travel, including off-road vehicle travel beyond the Project right-of-way. All of these
measures to minimize ground disturbance and aid reclamation would also minimize effects to
biological soil crusts.
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Offsite and Compensatory Mitigation

Committed mitigation actions for impacts to ESA-listed species and their habitat are as described
for those species in this Exhibit. Required and committed mitigation actions include replacement
of lost forage plants (Saguaros, agaves) for Lesser Long-nosed Bats, avoidance of suitable
habitat for the Southwestern Willow Flycatcher and Yellow-billed Cuckoo, and implementing
existing guidance to minimize harm to Sonoran Desert Tortoises during construction.

SunZia is actively supporting and participating in the development of a Voluntary Migratory
Bird Conservation Plan, which will include offsite mitigation actions to offset impacts to
migratory bird habitat as well as measures to offset any collision mortality that may result from
the Project. These actions may include habitat improvements, restoration of previously disturbed
areas, the development of conservation easements, and funding research and monitoring efforts.
Development of this plan was included as a stipulation in the ROD. All of these actions will
provide benefits to sensitive wildlife species to offset potential impacts of the Project.

CONCLUSIONS

Potential impacts to ESA-listed species were analyzed and addressed during Section 7
consultation for the Project. Appropriate and effective mitigation has been proposed and
committed to by SunZia to minimize or offset any impacts to ESA-listed species. The NEPA
analysis addressed the potential for impacts to all other sensitive species. Although impacts are
likely to occur to these species, Standard and Selective Mitigation Measures are in place to
provide for preconstruction clearance surveys, avoidance of impacts where feasible, and best
practices during construction to further minimize the potential for impacts. Restoration of
temporarily disturbed areas will take place as provided in the Plan of Development. SunZia’s
commitment to offsite compensatory mitigation actions will further reduce the impact of the
Project to sensitive biological resources.
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