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1200 W. Washington Street 
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October 11,2015 
Arizona Corporation Comrnissicri 
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~~~~~~~~ 

Dear Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee: zTs--Fg--] 
This letter, in regard to Docket Number L-OOOOOYY-15-03 18-00171, is to express 

my opposition to the proposed Sunzia transmission line through the San Pedro River 
Valley. My interest is both personal and professional. I am a property owner on North 
Cascabel Road. For 15 years I was a resident until my wife's health deteriorated and we 
had to move closer to medical facilities. I am also the holder of a Doctorate in Electrical 
Engineering and am professionally qualified to express an opinion as to the technical 
merits of the Sunzia project. 

renewable energy, which even some of the most devoted environmentalists are beginning 
to question due to the adverse impacts of wind farms and solar arrays. The need to reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions to prevent a climate calamity seems now to have been greatly 
exaggerated due to inadequate or defective computer models of the atmosphere. 

Climate change aside, however, there is, at present, no economic justification for 
either wind power or solar power except under very unusual conditions. The experience 
in Europe is testimony to this. Without large and increasing government subsidies, the 
project in New Mexico that is expected to provide the source power for the Sunzia 
project will not come to fruition. Current government mandates for renewable energy are 
the sole justification for this project, and taxpayers are expected to support them. 

friendly as one would like. Recent studies have cast considerable doubt on total lifetime 
impacts. There are significant environmental costs to producing wind turbines and solar 
panels, and the issues of replacing them at the end of their yet unknown lifetimes have 
not been addressed. For that matter, the adverse impact on wildlife which cannot be 
measured in dollars and cents would undoubtedly be substantial. 

I would urge the commission to review carefully the experience in Germany 
(especially), Britain, and in Spain before agreeing to the Sunzia project. Germany, in 
particularly, made an unfortunate decision to decommission several nuclear power plants 
and now finds itself in the embarrassing position of having to build more coai-fired 
plants to provide the back up generating capacity that unreliable wind resources require. 

The Sunzia project seems to have been launched during the peak of the push for 

From an environmental standpoint, it is not even clear that wind and solar is as 

Sincerely, 

Robert M. McClure, PhD 


