
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

JUL 2 4  2015 BOB STUMP 
BOB BURNS 

r -- -__-_ - - 
DOUG LITTLE OCKf7 FrD tiY i 
TOM FORESE 

z..--“.,-.--. I . - -  
m THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION d 
ARIZONA ELECTRIC POWER 
COOPERATIVE, INC. TO DETERMINE THE 
FAIR VALUE OF ITS PROPERTY FOR 
RATEMAKING PURPOSES, TO FIX A JUST 
AND REASONABLE RETURN THEREON 
AND TO APPROVE RATES DESIGNED TO 
DEVELOP SUCH RETURN. 

DOCKET NO. E-01 773A-12-0305 

STAFF’S REQUEST FOR PROCEDURAL 
CONFERENCE 

PROCEDURAL BACKGROUND 

On July 5 ,  2012, Arizona Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. (“AEPCO”) filed with the Arizona 

Corporation Commission (“Commi~sion’~) an application for a rate decrease. Intervention was 

granted to Trico Electric Cooperative, Inc., Sulphur Springs Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

(“SSVEC”), and Mohave Electric Cooperative, Inc. (“MEC”). 

Following a hearing on the rate application, on October 25, 2013, the Commission issued 

Decision No. 74 173. Among other things, Decision No. 74173 ordered the record in this case to be 

held open until April 30, 2014, for the limited purpose of allowing AEPCO, after collaborating with 

the Commission’s Utilities Division (“Staff ’), to file for Commission approval a proposed 

Environmental Compliance Adjustment Rider (“ECAR’) and plan of administration fully addressing 

the technical points raised by Staff in the rate proceeding. Decision No. 74173 also ordered AEPCO, 

if it chose to file an ECAR application, to provide notice of its filing to the retail customers of its 

Members, in a form acceptable to Staff. 

On April 30, 2014, AEPCO filed in this docket an Application for Approval of the ECAR 

Plan of Administration and Tariff (“ECAR Application”). On September 19, 2014, a Procedural 

Order was issued setting filing dates for a Staff Report and AEPCO’s Response to the Staff Report. 

On October 17, 2014, Staff filed a Staff Report on the ECAR Application. Staff recommended 

approval of the ECAR, but recommended against AEPCO’s proposal that chemical operating 

expenses be included in the ECAR surcharge. 
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On November 13, 2014, AEPCO filed a Response to the Staff Report on the ECAR 

4pplication. On January 14, 2015, a Recommended Order on the ECAR Application was docketed. 

The Recommended Order included approval of the ECAR and Plan of Administration, but did not 

ipprove AEPCO’s requested inclusion of chemical operating expenses as eligible for recovery 

:hrough the ECAR surcharge. 

On January 22, 2015, AEPCO filed a Request for Procedural Conference and Postponement 

If Commission Consideration Re ECAR. AEPCO requested that the Commission postpone 

:onsideration of the ECAR Application until after a hearing is held, and that a procedural conference 

Je held for the purpose of scheduling a hearing on contested issues in the ECAR Application. 

On May 7, 2015, a Procedural Order was issued setting the matter for hearing on August 24, 

2015, at 1O:OO a.m. and setting the following schedule: 

Pre-hearing conference - August 2 1, 20 15 

AEPCO’s direct testimony and associated exhibits - June 19, 2015 

Staffs direct testimony and associated exhibits - July 3 1, 201 5 

Intervenors’ direct testimony and associated exhibits - August 14,2015 

AEPCO’s rebuttal testimony and associated exhibits - August 19, 20 15 

Objections to pre-filed testimony or exhibits - August 21, 2015 (the prehearing 

Conference) 

AEPCO was further directed to provide public notice of the hearing to be published in 

newsletters published by its Class A Member Cooperatives as soon as possible, and prior to July 17, 

2015, or to mail a copy of the above notice to all retail customers of its Class A Member 

Cooperatives either as a bill insert in their July 2015 billings, or as a separate mailing by July 17, 

2015. AEPCO filed its Affidavits of Publication and/or Mailing on July 21, 2015. AEPCO also filed 

its Direct Testimony on June 19, 201 5.  

REQUEST FOR PROCEDURAL CONFERENCE 

Staffs witness in this matter has been called for jury duty and selected as ajuror in a criminal 

:ase in the Maricopa County Superior Court, requiring her to be absent from her employment for the 

better part of the past three weeks. While her jury service is now complete, she has been unable to 
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pepare her testimony in this matter and has also developed a backlog of her required tasks in many 

3ther matters assigned to her. As a result Staff requests and AEPCO has agreed to the scheduling of a 

procedural conference for the purpose of discussing extension of the time by which Staff must file its 

Direct Testimony herein, which extension will necessarily delay the hearing in this matter and require 

rescheduling of all deadlines in this case. 

Staff requests that the schedule of filings and the presentation of evidence at hearing be 

zxtended as set forth below. Staff further requests that the hearing date of August 24, 2015, be 

retained and utilized as the time for public comment. The proposed schedule is: 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Staffs direct testimony and associated exhibits - August 2 1 , 201 5 

Intervenors’ direct testimony and associated exhibits - September 4,2015 

AEPCO’s rebuttal testimony and associated exhibits - September 17,201 5 

Pre-hearing conference - September 18,20 15 

Objections to pre-filed testimony or exhibits - September 18, 2015 (the Prehearing 

Conference) 

Hearing - September 29, 2015, with additional days of September 30 and October 1, 

2015, if necessary. 

0 

Staff has conferred with AEPCO and AEPCO agrees that a Procedural Conference should be 

scheduled. Both parties are available the week of July 27,20 15. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 24th day of July, 201 5 .  

Legal Division 
Arizona Corporation Commission 
1200 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 
(602) 542-3402 
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Original and thirteen (1 3) copies 
a f / t  foregoing filed this 
24 day of July, 20 15 with: 

Docket Control 
Arizona Corporation Commission 
1200 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Copies of the foregoing were emailed and/or 
Mailed this 24th day of July, 20 1.5 to: 

Jennifer A. Cranston 
SALLAGHER & KENNEDY, P.A. 
2575 East Camelback Road 
Phoenix, Arizona 850 16-9225 
1 eiiiiifer.craiistoii~ aknet.com 
4ttorneys for Arizona Electric Power Cooperativ 

Uichael W. Patten 
Snell & Wilmer 
One Arizona Center 
400 East Van Buren, Suite 1900 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004-2202 
mpatten@swlaw.com 
Attorneys for Trico Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

Vincent Nitido 
Karen Cathers 
Trico Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
8600 West Tangerine Road 
P.O. Box 930 
Marana, Arizona 85653 
mitido($ trico .coop 

Jeffrey W. Crockett 
Crockett Law Group PLLC 
1702 East Highland Avenue, Suite 204 
Phoenix, Arizona 850 16 
i effG;i effcrocke tt1aw.com 
Attorneys for Sulphur Springs Valley 
Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

lnc. 

Kirby Chapman 
Sulphur Springs Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
3 11 East Wilcox Drive 
Sierra Vista, Arizona 8.5635 

. .  

. . .  

. . .  
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Michael A. Curtis 
William P. Sullivan 
Curtis, Goodwin, Sullivan, 
Udal1 & Schwab, P.L.C. 
501 East Thomas Road 
Phoenix, Arizona 85012-3205 
Mcurtis40 1 @>aol.com 
wsullivan~~~asuslaw.com 
Attorneys for Mohave Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

Tyler Carlson 
Mohave Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1045 
Bullhead City, Arizona 86430 
tcarlson@mohaveelectric.con~ 

Peggy Gillman 
Mohave Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1045 
Bullhead City, Arizona 86430 
pgillrnan@,mohaveelectric.com 
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