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SUSAN BllTER SMITH- Chairman COMMISSIONER 
BOB STUMP 
BOB BURNS , Direct Line: (602) 5423682 
DOUG LITTLE ‘ Email: RBurns-web@azcc.gov 
TOM FORESE ARIZONA co&&if-iuN 

July 9,20 15 

RE: Resource Planning and Procurement, Docket Nos. E-00000V-15-0094; E-66686t; - -  i 3 I76’7W 

Dear Fellow Commissioners and Interested Parties: 

At the July 7, 2015 Staff Open Meeting, Commissioner Little and I proposed extending the planning 
cycle for the next Integrated Resource Plans (“IRP”) for Commission consideration. Under the proposed 
two-part timeline which is attached to this letter, the Load Serving Entities would file their preliminary 
IRPs on April 1, 2016. The Commission, interested parties and potentially a consultant would then 
review the IRPs, and ask questions, provide feedback, etc. on the preliminary plans. The Load Serving 
Entities would then revise or update their plans based on that input and file their final plans on June 1, 
20 17. The Commission, interested parties and potentially a consultant would then have an opportunity to 
review these final plans. Staff would then docket a proposed order for Commission consideration and vote 
to acknowledge andor approve the plans. 

I have previously expressed my view that the Commission follows the Load Serving Entities when it 
comes to the IRP process because there is little time for input and discussion after the plans are filed. 
This two-part process would permit more back and forth discussion and input regarding the plans prior to 
our voting on them. I believe this would result in a more robust process that would ultimately benefit 
ratepayers. However, as Steve Olea mentioned at the Staff Open Meeting, although the Commission may 
ask the Load Serving Entities to look at additional scenarios, each utility’s selected scenario will be the 
utility’s selected scenario, not the Commission’s. Any input from the Commission would be for 
discussion purposes only and should not be viewed as a mandate to the Load Serving Entity to adopt any 
particular scenario. 

At the close of the meeting, Commissioner Little mentioned he would like to receive comments from 
interested parties regarding the proposed process and extended timeline. I am filing this letter to provide 
notice that I, too, would like to receive input on this proposal. 

Please file your comments in Docket No. E-00000V-15-0094 by July 23, 2015. I look forward to 
reviewing the comments filed and discussing and considering this matter with my fellow Commissioners 
at an upcoming Open Meeting. 

Sincerely, An’zona  fation ion Commissiclrr 
~~~~~~~ 4 d f F  JUL 0 9 2015 

Robert L. Bums 
Commissioner 
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