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Docket Control Office

Arizona Corporation Commission G-01551A-14-0021
1200 West Washington Street

Phoenix, AZ 85007-2996

Re: Application of Southwest Gas Corporation for Partial Relief
from Decision No. 66966

Southwest Gas Corporation herewith submits for filing an original and
thirteen (13) copies of its application to the Arizona Corporation
Commission requesting approval for partial relief from Decision No.
66966.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (702) 876-7163.
Respectfully submitted,

Debrn §. Gable T TE

Debra S. Gallo, Director Arizona Corporation Commission
Government & State Regulatory Affairs DOCKETED

JAN 29 2014
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5241 Spring Mountain Road / Las Vegas, Nevada 89150-0002
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BEFORE THE ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMISSION

COMMISSIONERS
Bob Stump, Chairman
Gary Pierce

Brenda Burns

Susan Bitter Smith
Bob Burns

In the Matter of the Application of Southwest DOCKET NO. G-01551A-14-
Gas Corporation for Partial Relief from
Decision No. 66966. APPLICATION

APPLICATION

Introduction

1. Pursuant to Section R14-2-806 of the Arizona Administrative Code
("AAC”) and the relevant sections of the Arizona Revised Statutes (“ARS”), including
ARS 40-252, Southwest Gas Corporation (“Southwest Gas” or “Company”) hereby
submits its application to the Arizona Corporation Commission (“Commission”)
requesting partial relief from Decision No. 66966 relating to the requirement that the
Company notify Staff of the Utilities Division (“Staff’) within two (2) hours of any
evacuation from a residence, commercial or industrial establishment. For the reasons
set forth herein, Southwest Gas respectfully submits that the request for relief is in the
public interest.

2. Southwest Gas is a corporation in good standing under the laws of the
state of Arizona, is a corporation duly organized, validly existing, and is qualified to
transact business.

3. Southwest Gas’ corporate offices are located at 5241 Spring Mountain
Road, P.O. Box 98510, Las Vegas, Nevada 89193-8510. Communications regarding

this application should be addressed to:
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Kyle O. Stephens, Esq. Debra S. Gallo

Associate General Counsel Director/Government and
Catherine M. Mazzeo, Esq. State Regulatory Affairs
Associate General Counsel Southwest Gas Corporation
Southwest Gas Corporation P.O. Box 98510

P.O. Box 98510 Las Vegas, Nevada 89193-8510
Las Vegas, Nevada 89193-8510 Telephone: (702) 876-7163
Telephone: (702) 876-7293 Email: debra.gallo@swgas.com

Email: kyle.stephens@swgas.com
Email: catherine.mazzeo@swgas.com

4. Southwest Gas is a public utility SUbject to the jurisdiction of the
Commission pursuant to Article XV of the Arizona Constitution and the applicable
provisions of Title 40 of the Arizona Revised Statutes.

Background

5. In Docket No. G-01551A-04-0230, Staff and Southwest Gas entered into
a Consent Agreement wherein, inter alia, Southwest Gas agreed to notify Staff within
two (2) hours of any evacuation from a residence, commercial or industrial
establishment (“Consent Agreement”).

6. The Consent Agreement between Staff and Southwest Gas was
approved in Decision No. 66966.

7. Staff initiated Rulemaking Docket No. RG-00000A-13-0049 in order to
facilitate revisions to the Arizona Pipeline Safety Rules as contained in AAC R14-5-
201 et seq. (“Rulemaking Docket”).

8. On October 18, 2013, the Commission approved the incident reporting
requirements for R14-5-203(B)(1)(g) contained in the Rulemaking Docket. See
Decision No. 74143, '

9. One of the amendments to the Arizona Pipeline Safety Rules approved
in Decision No. 74143 is a revision to the incident reporting requirements in R14-5-

203(B)(1)(g) which requires a telephonic report to Staff of an “evacuation.”’

! “Evacuation” is defined in R14-5-201(5) as denying entry into or the organized clearing of a building o
buildings involving (a) one hundred or more individuals from any number of buildings; (b) all of the
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1 10. The approval and implementation of the incident reporting requirements
2 ||in R14-5-203(B)(1)(g) replaces Southwest Gas’ requirement to notify Staff within two
3 ||(2) hours of an evacuation from a residence, commercial or industrial establishment
4 |lthat is contained in the Consent Agreement.
5 11.  Accordingly, Southwest Gas requests relief from Decision No. 66966
6 ||relating to the requirement that the Company notify Staff within two (2) hours of an
7 |}evacuation from any residence, commercial or industrial establishment. Decision No.
8 (| 74143 makes the two (2) hour notice requirement contained in the Consent
9 ||Agreement no longer necessary as Decision No. 74143 implements a new reporting
10 ||requirement. Indeed, the reporting requirement for R14-5-203(B)(1)(g), as revised in
11 ({Decision No. 74143, is more stringent from a timing perspective as the reporting
12 ||requirement in R14-5-203(B)(1)(g) now requires immediate reporting to Staff
13 || compared to notification within two (2) hours as provided in Decision No. 66966.
14 12.  Furthermore, granting relief from the two (2) hour notice requirement
15 |[contained in Decision No. 66966 allows for the incident reporting rules to be evenly
16 ||applied to all gas operators in Arizona and would eliminate any potential for conflict
17 || between the revised Arizona Pipeline Safety Rules and Decision No. 66966.
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
individuals present from five or more buildings; (c) all of the individuals from five or more business within g
27 single building such as a strip mall; and (d) a nonresidential building occupied by individuals who are
confined, are of impaired mobility, or would be difficult to evacuate because of their age or physical or
28 || mental condition or capabilities, such as a hospital, prison, school, daycare facility, retirement facility or
assisted living facility.
3
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Conclusion

13.  The requested relief from Decision No. 66966 relating to the requirement
that the Company notify Staff within two (2) hours of an evacuation from any
residence, commerciai or industrial establishment is simply an effort to update the
reporting requirements to make consistent with the reporting rules contained in the
revised Arizona Pipeline Safety Rules. The Commission’s approval of the reporting
requirements for R14-5-203(B)(1)(g) contained in Decision No. 74143 subjects the
Company to a more stringent standard from a timing perspective for reporting
evacuations.

14. The approval of the reporting requirements for R14-5-203(B)(1)(g9)
contained in the Rulemaking Docket replaces the need to require the Company to
notify Staff within two (2) hours of an evacuation from any residence, commercial or
industrial establishment contained in Decision No. 66966 and eliminates confusion
about the reporting requirements by evenly applying the reporting requirements to all
gas operators in Arizona.

15.  In light of the approval of the reporting requirements contained in the
revised R14-5-203(B)(1)(g), granting the Company relief from the requirement to notify
Staff within two (2) hours of an evacuation from any residence, commercial or
industrial establishment will not have a material adverse effect on Southwest Gas
customers. Indeed, customers, as well as the Commission and the Company, will
benefit from the requested relief in that requested relief will avoid potential confusion
over evacuation reporting requirements and possibly lower related administrative
costs.

WHEREFORE, Southwest Gas respectfully requests that the Commission
issue a final order:

A. Granting Southwest Gas relief from Decision No 66966 with respect to the

requirement to notify Staff within two (2) hours of an evacuation from any

residence, commercial or industrial establishment; and




1 B. For such other relief as this Commission deems appropriate.
2
3 Dated this&ﬁ day of January 2014.
4 SOUTHWEST GAS CORPORATION
5
i MMML/
7 Catherine M. Mazzeo, Esq.
8 Arizona B_ar No. 028_939
5241 Spring Mountain Road
o} Las Vegas, Nevada 89150
Telephone: (702) 876-7250
10 Facsimile: (702) 252-7283
11 Email: catherine.mazzeo@swgas.com
12 Attorney for Southwest Gas Corporation
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