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Commissioners:

| thought this attached article was very interesting and [ believe it should be forwarded to the group that
will be conducting the smart meter study.

I believe this program is being rushed through entirely too fast with no concern for the people as to
what it is about, and the health and safety issues, that are still hanging and not letting the people know
that( they do have a choice to opt out with out scare tactics about cost to opt out.)

This is exactly how the Perrin Ranch Wind Farm, which is adjoining the community where { live, was
done. APS and Nextera wanted to push this thing through so fast, they destroyed the 2-1/2 mile black
top which is our only road between our community and the highway. It infuriated a lot of people out
here causing safety hazards to people going to and from work.

Then a year after completion, APS announced to the county that they would not be getting involved in
wind farms for quite some time because this one was not cost effective, not dependable, in the peak
season when needed most.( very big waste of tax subsidies)

I am expecting this smart meter program to be one of the same, from what | have heard around the
country where they have been installed (utility costs skyrocketing and people wanting to go back to
their old meters

Please, for-the sake of the people, stop the installation of these meters until we can get some real
answers, not just lip service from the ones who want to railroad this thing through.

Safety in most organizations has always been 1% priority. APS should not be any different.

Sincerely

o

John Lee
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Electrical Engineer Sues Power Company Over Smart Meter
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‘ A couple in Moiih Bond, Vaslingcfon is suing their power company
; after being forced to pay a monthly fine for refusing to install a new
digital electric “smart meter.”
3 Electrical engineer Larry Costello and his wife Christy chose to
opt-out of the smart meter program after their power company,

Tanner Co-Op electric utility, began installing the meters on all
their customers’ homes.



* Tanner Co-Op claims the fee is to cover the cost of the meter

reader who has to visit the Costellos home each month but the
Costellos say the fee is unjustified since the meter is an invasion of
privacy to begin with.

“The issue that we have with the smart meter technology is that it
really is an invasion of privacy to the homeowner,” said Larry
Costello to Kiro 7 News.

While analog meters simply report the total power usage in a home,
smart meters have the ability to analyze and control specific
devices being used. The new meters can even allow a power
company to change the temperature of a home by electronically
accessing the thermostat.

“I don’t know what the future holds. I don’t want to be told when I
can run my dishwasher and when I can run my refrigerator. So
those are my concerns and also knowing when I’'m home and when
I’m not home,” said Christy Costello.

The Costellos also noted that certain smart meters even have the
ability to tell what channel a TV is on. Tanner’s general manager
claims his company’s meters are incapable of reading that
information and denied further comments due to the ongoing
lawsuit.

Not only do smart meters pose a privacy risk from power
companies and the federal government, hackers have also proven
that many smart meters are vulnerable.

Just last year, researchers in Germany analyzed several smart
meters and discovered that the devices transmitted unencrypted
data, allowing the researchers to know whether or not anyone was
home. The data even revealed what movie was being watched on
The U.S. Department of Energy even warned that information
collected by smart meters could be shared with third parties such as
insurance companies, creditors and business that could use the



" information to learn about a homeowners habits. Former CIA
Director James Woolsey even called the entire smart grid “stupid”
while noting how easily smart meters could be hacked.

Smart meters have also raised massive health concerns regarding
the amount of electromagnetic radiation being emitted. Several
doctors including physician and epidemiologist Sam Milham say the
meters give off as much as 100 times the amount of radiation as a
cell phone and have been linked to several health issues.

Daniel Hirsch, a senior lecturer on nuclear policy at UCSC, says the
federal government purposely mislead the public on smart meter
safety by conducting biased studies backed by power companies.
An investigation by WSUA 9 News also found that a power
company in Washington DC was lying to the public about how
often their smart meters emitted radiation. The company stated that
the meters emitted radiation once every 4 to 6 hours despite the
investigation finding the number to be 4 to 6 times every minute.
While some have been able to opt-out of the smart meter program,
others have had meters installed on their property against their will.
Two mothers in Illinois were arrested earlier this year for legally
filming police and trying to block city utility workers from installing
the new meters. |
Mikael Thalen is the new head writer for secretscfthefed.com. His
articles have been featured on sites such as Irfowars, Natural
News and March Against Monsanto. During his time at
Examiner.com, he was frequently ranked the number one political
writer.
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