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BEFORE THE ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMISSION

COMMISSIONERS
BOB STUMP, Chairman
GARY PIERCE
BRENDA BURNS
ROBERT L. BURNS
SUSAN BITTER SMITH
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION | Docket No. L-00000D-07-0566-00135

OF ARIZONA PUBLIC SERVICE
COMPANY, PURSUANT TO ARIZONA APPLICATION TO AMEND
REVISED STATUTE § 40-252, FOR AN COMMISSION DECISION NO. 70127
AMENDMENT OF ARIZONA
CORPORATION COMMISSION DECISION
NO. 70127.

I INTRODUCTION

Arizona Public Service Company (“APS” or “Company”) respectfully requests that the
Arizona Corporation Commission (“Commission”) amend Decision No. 70127 (January 23,
2008) pursuant to the Commission’s authority under A.R.S. § 40-252 (Decision No. 70127 and
its approved Certificate of Environmental Compatibility will be referred to collectively as
“CEC 135”). Decision No. 70127 is attached as Exhibit A. As discussed herein, APS requests
a change in location and corridor width along a short section of the 110-mile corridor.
Specifically, APS requests approval to relocate approximately a 1,500-foot long segment of

the corridor east of the North Gila substation. For this 1,500-foot section, the proposed
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corridor would begin at the centerline of the Southwest Powerlink 500kV transmission line'
(“SWPL Line” or “Existing Line”) and extend south for a width of 500 feet. APS also

requests the Commission approve the Company’s use of a Y-Pole structure that was not

‘contemplated at the time CEC 135 was granted.

In CEC 135, the Commission approved a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility
granted by the Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee for APS to build
approximately 110 miles of 500kV transmission line (“Second Line”), including switchyard
facilities.” The Second Line would originate at the Hassayarhpa Switchyard® and terminate at
the North Gila substation in Yuma County, Arizona and would be constructed parallel to the
Existing Line.

II. RELOCATE A SMALL SECTION OF THE CORRIDOR IMMEDIATELY
EAST OF THE NORTH GILA SUBSTATION TO ACCOMMODATE FINAL
DESIGN OF TERMINATION POINT OF SECOND LINE.

To accommodate final design of the Second Line’s termination point at the North Gila
substation, APS requests to relocate approximately 1,500 feet of the corridor immediately east
of the North Gila substation. For this 1,500-foot section of the line, the proposed corridor
would begin at the centerline of the SWPL Line and extend south for a width of 500 feet.

At the time APS filed its application for CEC 135, APS expected the Second Line to
terminate at the North Gila substation in a bay position occupied by the jointly owned SWPL
Line. APS anticipated the SWPL Line participant owners would reach agreement to move the
SWPL Line from its current position to the open bay position. This in turn would facilitate (1)
building the Second Line north of the SWPL Line and.(2) allowing the line to enter the
substation on the north side of the SWPL Line. However, due to the complicated nature of the

transaction involving several participant owners of the transmission lines and related

! The participant owners of the SWPL Line are San Diego Gas & Electric, Imperial Irrigation District, and APS.
% At the time the Company filed its Application for CEC 135, the expected participant owners of the Second
Line were APS, Salt River Project, Imperial Irrigation District, and Wellton Mohawk Irrigation and Drainage
District. As of the date of this filing, APS is the sole participant.

? CEC 135 authorized three possible interconnection points for the approved transmission line (Arlington Valley
Energy Facility Switchyard, Hassayampa Switchyard, or Redhawk Power Plant). On February 5, 2010, APS
filed a letter with ACC Docket Control informing the Commission that it had selected Hassayampa Switchyard
as the interconnection point.
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equipment, the participant owners did not reach an agreement to move the SWPL Line to the
open bay position.

Accordingly, APS finalized its engineering plan terminating the Second Line at the
open bay position. This final design resulted in the Second Line crossing over the SWPL Line
and entering the North Gila substation on the south side of the SWPL Line, rather than on the
north side as approved in CEC 135. See Exhibit B for a depiction of the approved and
proposed corridors. To accommodate the revised design, APS requests that an approximate
1,500-foot section of the corridor immediately east of the North Gila substation be relocated.
For this 1,500-foot section, the proposed corridor would start at the centerline of the SWPL
Line and extend south 500 feet.

The land on which the certificated corridor and proposed new corridor are located is
owned by the Bureau of Land Management (“BLM”). The BLM conducted an environmental
assessment and issued a Finding of No Significant Impact in November 2007,* which the
Commission attached to CEC 135. See Exhibit C to Exhibit A. Because the Company’s
requested change in the corridor falls within the survey area of the completed environmental
assessment, the BLM “views this as a minor change to the project and will cooperate with APS
to approve the change on the associated Federal lands.” See Affidavit of Paul E. Herndon,
attached as Exhibit C, at Attachment 1. Vegetation and other environmental characteristics of]
this area are the same as the land within the approved corridor, and there will be no additional

change or environmental impact as a result of this slight realignment of the corridor.

III. APS PLANS TO USE A MODIFIED TRANSMISSION STRUCTURE TO
ALLOW EQUIPMENT ACCESS TO THE AREA TO CONDUCT
MAINTENANCE.

APS intends to use a Y-Pole structure in one particular location in an area on BLM land
approximately seven (7) miles east of the North Gila substation instead of the originally
planned H-Frame structure. See Exhibit C at Attachments 2 and 3. The use of the modified

transmission structure in this location will preserve an access road used for ingress and egress

* BLM issued a Finding of No Significant Impact for the Palo Verde Hub to North Gila Substation (BLM Case
File No. AZA-33305) on November 6, 2007.

3.
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to the area for line maintenahce, minimize ground disturbance in mountainous terrain (a
difficult excavation area), and result in a smaller footprint (one foundation versus two). See
Exhibit C at {9. Use of the Y-Pole structure is necessary to eliminate the need to relocate the
access road in this mountainous area of the corridor.

The Y-Pole structure is similar to the modified 500kV Single Circuit Steel H-Frame
Structure (“H-Frame Structure”) approved in CEC 135. The primary difference between the
structures is that the Y-Pole structure has a single-pole base, and the H-Frame Structure has a
two-pole base. See Exhibit C at { 8. The Y-Pole structure is environmentally compatible and
its effects are similar to the approved transmission structures. APS asks the Commission to
authorize this additional structure.

IV. CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, APS respectfully requests that the Commission amend CEC
135 under A.R.S. § 40-252 as follows:

e Change the location of approximately 1,500 feet of the corridor (immediately
east of the North Gila substation). This 1,500-foot section of the corridor would
begin at the centerline of the SWPL Line and extend south for a width of 500
feet, as depicted in Exhibit B.

e Authorize the use of the Y-Pole structure in the specified location.

For the Commission’s convenience, attached as Exhibit D is a proposed Order that
reflects these changes.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 2nd day of July, 2013.

Melissa M. Krueger

N

Attorneys for Arizona Public Service Company
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ORIGINAL and thirteen (13) copies
of the foregoing filed this 2nd day of
July, 2013, with:

The Arizona Corporation Commission
Hearing Division — Docket Control
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85007

COPY of the foregoing hand-delivered
this 2nd day of July, 2013, to:

Lyn Farmer

Administrative Law Judge
Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85007

Janice J. Alward, Esq.

Chief Counsel, Legal Division
Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85007

Steve Olea, Director

Utilities Division

Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 W. Washington Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85007

COPY of the foregoing mailed this
2nd day of July, 2013, to:

John Foreman, Chairman

Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee
Office of the Attorney General :
PAD/CPA

1275 West Washington Street

Phoenix, Arizona 85007
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Decision No. 70127
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1 ' BEFORE THE ARIZONA CORPORATION LOMMISSION

iy .COMMISSIONERS ', e o Anzona Corporanon COmmlssion
|| Mike Gleason, Chalrman IR R ' ..CKETE.
3| William A. Mundell -~ -~ . : :
i JeffHatch-Miller = - . JAN 23 2008 -
‘4)f KristnK.Mayes ~ .. . - o
B GaryPlerce : L : DOCKETEDBY
6| TN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF| . - -
|| ARIZONA PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY, IN
71 CONFORMANCE WITH THE - : CASE NO 135
n REQUIREMENTS OF ARIZONA REVISED | o ET
8] STATUTES §§ 40-360, etseg;, FORA = DOCKET NO. L-OOOOOD 07- 0566- 00135

CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL
9| COMPATIBILITY AUTHORIZING THE PALO| -
VERDE HUB TO NORTH GILA 500kV - | nrerc ”y
10l TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT, WHICH D.ECI.-SION NO' 1012 7
INCLUDES A 500kV TRANSMISSION LINE.
11l AND ASSOCIATED FACILITIES AND |
INTERCONNECTIONS ORIGINATING FROM|
12| EITHER THE ARLINGTON VALLEY
ENERGY FACILITY, SECTION 17,
13l TOWNSHIP 1 SOUTH, RANGE 6 WEST,
' G&SRB&M, THE HASSAYAMPA
14]] SWITCHYARD, SECTION 15, TOWNSHIP 1
SOUTH, RANGE 6 WEST, G&SRB&M, OR
15|l THE REDHAWK POWER PLANT, SECTION
> 23, TOWNSHIP 1 SOUTH, RANGE 6 WEST,
16|l G&SRB&M, EACH LOCATED SOUTH OF
INTERSTATE 10 NEAR WINTERSBURG
17 ROAD IN AN UNINCORPORATED AREA OF
' MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA, TO THE
18]l NORTH GILA SUBSTATION, FIVE MILES
| NORTHEAST OF THE CITY OF YUMA,
19]l YOMA COUNTY, ARIZONA, AT SECTION
11, TOWNSHIP & SOUTH, RANGE 22 WEST,
20| GéSRB&M

21 'Thev Arizona Corporation Commission (“Commission”) has conducted its réview,'_‘ pursuantto
22| A.R.S. § 40-360.07. The C_omrﬁission finds and éonclu&es_ that the Certificate of Environmental 7»
23 Compatibility (“CEC”) issued by thq Arizona waer Plant énd Transmission Line Siting Committee
24|l (“Committee”) is hereby granted by this Order: |

25{ The Commission further finds and concludes that: (1) the Project is in the public interest
26| because it aids the’state"in_ meeting'the need for an adequate, economical and reliable‘ supply of
27| electric power; (2) in balancing the need for thé Project with its effect oh the envirohment and . |

28|l ecology of the state, the conditions placed on the CEC by the Committee effectively minimize its

' DecisionNo. 70127




2‘ impact on the envu'omnent and ecoIogy of the state (3) the cond1t1ons placed on the CEC by the_.
3 Comrmttee resolve matters concermng the need for the PI‘O_] ect and its 1mpact on the enwronment' »
4]l and ecology of the state ralsed dunng the course of proceedmgs and as such serve as the ﬁndmgs on' ]
5ll the matters raised; and (4) in hght. of .these c_ondltlons,, t.hev balancmg-v in the btoad pubhc mte_t_e‘s_tv' ‘
6ll results in favor of grantmg the CEC. - | .
8 THE CEC ISSUED BY THE SITING COMMITTEEIS
9 INCORPORATED HEREIN AND IS APPROVED BY ORDER OF THE
10 ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMISSION |
11
= / m&}/
13 CHAIRMAN . 'COMMISSIONER
14
A () HMMISSIONER
17 : ’ » ,
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I DEAN S. MILLER, Interim
18 Executive Director of the Arizona Corporation Commission,
19 have hereunto, set my hand and caused the official seal of this
Commission to be affixed at the Capital, in the City of
20 Phoenix, this 22" dayof < Jonua v ‘é 2008.
21 | -
22
23 ‘
24 ]NTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
25
76]l DISSENT:
27
| DISSENT: .
28 -
2
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20
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26

| COMPANY, IN CONFORMANCE WITH f B
'THE REQUIREMENTS OF ARIZONA -

AUTHORIZING THE PALO VERDE HUB )
| TO NORTH GILA 500kV TRANSMISSION .

|t EITHER THE ARLINGTON VALLEY
| ENERGY FACILITY, SECTION 17, o
|| TOWNSHIP 1 SOUTH, RANGE 6 WEST

' MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA, TO THE

' AT SECTION 11, TOWNSHIP 8 SOUTH,
{ RANGE 22 WEST G&SRB&M

Transmission Line SitingFCQ_mmittee (the “Comm‘i.ttee”) held public hearings on

"EXHIBITA ; -
‘Page: 3 of 32

BEFORE THE ARIZONA POWER PLANT AND o :
: TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMITTEE ’

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION Ty | |
OF ARIZONA PUBLIC SERVICE L - o
Docket No. L-00000D-07-0566-0135

REVISED STATUTES § 40-360,
]\?%% FOR A CERTIFICATE OF

) CaseNo.135
RONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY ) o

LINE PROJECT, WHICH INCLUDES'A
500kV TRANSMISSION LINEAND
ASSOCIATED FACILITIES AND INTER-
CONNECTIONS ORIGINATING FROM

G&SRB&M, THE HASSAYAMPA -
SWITCHYARD SECTION 15, TOWNSHIP :
1 SOUTH, RANGE 6 WEST, G&SRB&M

OR THE REDHAWK POWER PLANT,
SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 1 SOUTH,

LOCATED SOUTH OF INTERSTATE 10
NEAR WINTERSBURG ROAD IN AN
UNINCORPORATED AREA OF

NORTH GILA SUBSTATION FIVE
MILES NORTHEAST OF THE CITY OF -
YUMA, YUMA COUNTY, ARIZONA,

CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY

Pursuant to notice given as provided by law, the Arizona Power Plant and

November 19 and 20, 2007, all in conformance with the reqliirements of Arizona Revised

Statutes (“A.R.S.”) § 40-360, et seq., for the pﬁrpose of receiving evidence and

100139
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deliberating on the -A’pplicatiOn of AriZoﬁé PﬁBlic' Serviée 'Cbriipahy (-“Applicanf”) fora :

Certificate of Env1ronmental Compatlblhty (“Certlﬁcate”) in the above-captloned case -

(the “PI‘O_] ect”)

The followmg members and des1gnees of members of the Comm1ttee were present

at one or more of the heanngs for the ev1dent1ary presentatlons and/or for the

deliberations:
Laurie Woodall 'Chalrman De31gnee for Anzona Attomey General
’ : Teny Goddard - ~
David L. Eberhart, P.E. Designee for Chairman, Arizona Corporation N
' Commission
Jack Haenichen Designee for Director, Energy Department, Arizona
- Department of Commerce
Paul Rasmussen Designee for Director, Arizona Department of
Environmental Quality
Jeff McGuire Appointed Member
Michael Palmer - Appointed Member
Joy Rich Appointed Member
Michael Whalen ‘Appointed Member

Barry Wong Appointed Member

The Applicant was represented by Thomas H. Campbell and Albert H. Acken of
Lewis and Roca LLP. The following parties were granted intervention pursuant to A.R.S.
§ 40-360.05: Arizona Corporation Commission (“Commission”) Staff, represented by
Charles Hains.

At the conclusion of the hearings, the Commuittee, having received the Application,

the appearances of the parties, the evidence, testimony and exhibits presented at the

| hearings, and being advised of the legal requirements of A.R.S. §§ 40-360 to 40-360.13,

2 ' 100139
Decision No. 70127
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upon motion duly made and seconded voted unammously to grant the Applrcant th1s _
Certificate of Envrronmental Compat1b111ty (Case No 135) for the PmJect : .
 The PrOJect consists of approxrmately 1 lO mrles of SOOkV transrmssron hne and

requlred sw1tchyard facrlrtles and: mod1ﬁcatrons The Pro;ect Route (deplcted on

: ". Exhibit A attached hereto) orlgmates at one of the followmg the Arlmgton Valley

Energy Fac111ty (Line Sltlng Case No. 98) located in Sect1on 17, Townshrp 1 South Range
6 West the Hassayampa Swrtchyard (Llne Siting Case No. l 10) located in Sectron 15, -
Townsh1p 1 South, Range 6 West or the Redhawk Power Plant (Llne Sltmg Case No. 95)
located in Section 23, Townshrp 1 South Range 6 West.

- If the Project ongmates at the Arlington Valley Energy Facrhty, the Project will
have a 2,000-foot corridor (shown as L1nk 40 on Exlnblt A) 1,000 feet on either side ofa
centerline, which proceeds east ﬁ_'om th__e Arlington Valley Energy Facility along the
southern edge of the north half of vthe northeast quarter of Section 17, and turns south
along the eastern edge of Sections 17, 20, anrl 29, Township 1 South, Range 6 West
G&SRB&M until reaching a common point for all route options, located at the eastern
edge of Section 29, Townshlp 1 South Range 6 West G&SRB&M 130 feet north of the
Southwest Power L1nk (“SWPL”) SOOkV transmission lme (Line Siting Case No. 52).

If the Project originates at the Hassayampa Switchyard, the Project will have a
2,000-foot corridor (Links 10 and 30) 1,000 feet on either side of the SWPL 500kV
transmission line, centerline through Sections 15, 22, 27, and 28, Township 1 South,
Range 6 West G&SRB&M, proceeding south to the cornmon point described above.

If the Project originates at the Redhawk Power Plant, the Project will have a 2,000-

'~ foot corridor (Link 20) 1,000 feet on either side of the centerline, which proceeds west

from the Redhawk Power Plant along the northern section line of Sections 23 and 22,

Township 1 South, Range 6 West G&SRB&M, to the beginning of Link 30, located at the

3 100139
Decision No. 70127
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mldsectlon hne of Sectlon 22 Townshlp 1 South Range 6 West G&SRB&M proceedlng ki
south to the common pomt descnbed above | "'_ " IR '
All three mterconnectlon optlons proceed to the begmmng of Lmk 50 descnbed as
the comrmon point above. For Link 50, the PrOJect has a 2 000 foot comdor whlch begms
at the centerline of the ex1st1ng SWPL 500kV transm1ss1on line and extends 2 000 feet
north. From this location, the route proceeds generally southwest parallel to the SWPL
500KV transmission line. Link 50 terminates at_ the existing North Gila Substatlon located
five miles northeast of the City of Yuma, in Section 11, Township 8 South, Range 22 West
G&SRB&M. Conceptual models of tower typeé are depicted in Exhibits G-i through G-8
of the application, attached hereto as Exhibit B. - |
This Certificate is granted upon the following conditions:
1. The Applicant shall obtain all required approvals and permits necessary to
consttuct the Project. .
2. The Applicant shall comply with all existing applicable ordinances, master
plans and regulations of the State of Arizona, the County of Maricopa, the
County of Yuma, the United States, and any other governmental entities .
having Junsdlctlon
3. This authorization to commence construction of the Project shall explre
seven years from the date the Certificate is approved by the Comnnssmn,
provided, however, that prior to such expiration the Applicant or its
assignees may request that the Commission extend this time limitation.
4. The Applicant shall make every reasonable effort to identify and correct, on
a case-specific basis, all complaints of interference with radio or television
signals from operation of the tranSmission line and related facilities
addressed in this Certificate. The Applicant shall maintain written records

for a period of five years of all cOmplaints of radio or television interference

4 100139
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attnbutable to. operation together w1th the corrective action taken in’ |
response to each comp]aint All complamts shall be recorded to 1nclude
notations on the correctlve action taken Complaints not leadlng toa-
spec1ﬁc action or for which there was no resolution shal] be noted and

explamed

. The Project shall comply w1th the followmg recommendatrons of the

Arizona Game and Frsh Department (“AGFD”) o |

(a) Wildlife data collected by the _bi.ological monitor will be given to the
AGF D’s Heritage Data Management SYstem

(b) Where poss1ble leave large vegetatlon intact to reduce habitat
impact and promote regeneration

(c) Coordinate plant salvage efforts with the Arizona Department of
Agriculture, in accordance with the Arizona Native Plant Law. In
addition, the applicable land management agencies should be

consulted regarding guidelines for revegetation efforts.

. Pursuant to ARS. § 41-844, if any archaeological, paleontological or

historical site or object that is at least ﬁfty years old is discovered on state,
county or municipal land during-plan4re1ated activities, the 'person in charge
shall promptly report the discovery to the Director of the Arizona State
Museum, and in consultation with the Director; shail immediately take all
reasonable steps to secure and maintain the preservation of the discovery. If |
human remains and/or funerary objects are encountered on private land
during the course of any ground-disturbing activities relating to the
development of the subject property, Applicant shall cease work on the
affected area of the Project and notify the Director of the Arizona State

Museum pursuant to A.R.S. § 41-865.

5 100139
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. The Apphcant shall use non-specular conductor and dulled surfaces for i

. Within 120 days of the Comm1551on dec151on grantlng thls Certxﬁcate

O 00 N N W R W N

10.In the event that the Projéct requires an extension of the term of this

. Page8 of

7 The Apphcant shall deS1gn the transrmssmn hnes $0 as to mmgate 1mpacts Eh

transm]ssmn lme structures

Applicant will post signs 1n pubhc nghts of—way giving notlce of the. PrOJect -

corridor to the extent authorlzed by law. Wlthm 45 days of securing . .

easement or right-of-way .for the PI‘O_] ect, the Appheant shall erect agd

maintain signs providiﬁg public notice that the property, is the site of a future

transmission line. Such signage shail be no smaller than a normal roadway

sign. The Applicant shaﬂ place signs in prominent locations at reasonable

intervals such that the public is notified along the full length of the‘

transmission line until the transmission structures are constructed. The

signs shall advise: . ‘

(a)  That the site has beeh approved for the construction of Project
facilities;

(b)  The expected date of | completion of the Project facilities;

() A phone number for public information regarding the Project;

(d)  The name of the Project;

(6)  The name of the Applicant; and

()  The ‘Appli’c}ant’s website.

Sign placement will be reported annually in accordance with Condition 16.
Certificate prior to completion of construction, Applicant shall use

reasonable means to directly notify all landownets and residents within a

one-half mile of the Project corridor for which the extension is sought. Sixc_h

6 100139
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landowners and resrdents shall be nottﬁed of the t1me and place of the
proceedmg in whlch the Commrss1on shall cons1der such ‘request for
extension. ' | | o ‘ | -

" 11.Before construction on thlS PrOJect may commence, the Apphcant must ﬁle
a Plan of Development approved by the Bureau of Land Management

| (“BLM”) w1th Docket Control thh coples to the affected areas of v
jurisdiction. Apphcant will comply w1th the BLM’ s Standard Constructlon
and Operating Procedures and Mitigation Measures and _Other Mltlgatlon B
Measures as outlined in the Einding'ofINo Signiﬁcant' Impact, attached
hereto as Exhibit C. o | |

12. Applicant shall retain a ‘qualiﬁed biOlogist to monitor all ground
clearing/disturbing' construction activities that may affect sensitive species
or habitat. The biological monitor will be responsible for ensuring proper
actions are taken if a spec'ia_l status species is encountered. If Sonoran desert
tortoises are encountered during construction, the Applicant shall follow the
AGFD’s Guidelines for Handling Sonoran Desert Tortoises.

13. With respect to the Project; Applicant shall particrpate in good faith in state
and regional transmission_ study forums to coordinate .transmission
expansion plans related to the Proj ect and to resolve transmission constraints
in a timely manner. - |

14. The Applicant shall provide copies of thisb Certificate to the Yuma County

| Planning and Zoning Cornrnission, the Maricopa County Planning and
Development Departmcnt, the Arizona State Land Department, the State
Historic Preservation Office, and AGFD.
15. Prior to the date this transmission line is put into commercial service, the

Applicant shall provide homebuilders and developers within one mile of the

7 ‘ 100139
Decision No. 70127
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EXHIBI
- Page 10

center hne of the Certrﬁcate route the 1dent1ty, locatlon and a plctonal

deplctlon of the type of power lme belng consn'ucted accompamed bya g

written descrrptlon and encourage the developers and homebmlders to i

1nc1ude th1s 1nformatron m the developers and homeburlders homeowners

dlsclosure statements : _ _ ,
16. The Appllcant shall submrt a self—certlﬁcatlon Ietter annually, 1dent1fy1ng

progress made with respe_ct to each c_ondltron contained in the Certificate,

including which conditions have been met. .Each letter shall be 'subrnitted to

the Utilities Division Dlrector on December 1 begmmng in 2008. Attached
to each certification letter shall be documentatlon explaining how
compliance with each condltlon was achieved. Copies of each letter along
with the corresponding documentation shall be submitted to the Arizona
Attomey General and Department of Commerce Energy Office. The
requirement for the self-certification shall expire on the date the Project is
placed into operation.

17. Applicant shall work in good faith with the Yuma Proving Ground
commanding officer regarding the final right-of-way on that portion of the.
route within the Yuma Provlng’ Ground.

18. Within the Project area, construction activities will avoid to the extent
practicable designated wildlife water sources to allow free access by
Bighorn Sheep.

19. Applicant shall conform to Western Electricity Coordinating Council/North
American Electric Reliability Corporation N-1 and N-1-1 contingency
planning criteria. N-1 contingency shall not result in any load dropping or

generation tripping.

8 , 100139
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1 20. Except when entermg sw1tehyards and substatlons the 1 mrmmum spacmg

2 - between the center llnes of the two 500 kV systems should be the greater of:
3 1) 130 feet or 2) the herght of the tallest tower mvolved in that partlcular |
4 spai, _ PR
5 21.Before commencmg constructlon of PrOJect facrhtles located w1thm 100 feet ,
6 of any existing natural gas or hazardous liquid plpelme the Apphcant shall:
7 (a) Perform the appropnate groundmg and cathodrc protectlon studies to
8 show that the PI'O_] ect’s locatlon w1thm 100 feet of such prpehne
9 results in no material adverse lmpacts to the natural gas or hazardous
10 liquid pipeline or to public safety when both are in operation. Asa
11 eompliance matte_r, a report of st.udiesv shall be provided tothe
12 Commission Staff. If material adverse impacts are noted m the
13 | studies, Applicant shall take appropriate steps to ensure that such
14 material adverse impacts are eliminated. Applicant shall provide to
15 the Commission Staff written documentation of the actions that will
16 be takerr and documentation showing no material adverse imbact
17 will occur; and, |
18 | (b) Perform a technical study simulating an outage of the facility that
19 may be caused by the collocation of the Project within 100 feet of
20 the existing natural gas or hazardous liquid pipeline. This study
21 ‘ should either: 1) show that such outage does not result in customer
22 outages; orlii) include operating plans to minimize any resulting
23 customer outages. Applicarlt shall provide a copy of this study to
24 ' Commission Staff. '
25 22. Applicant shall pursue good falth efforts to reach a commercially reasonable
26 agreement for interconnection at a new Arlington Valley 500kV switchyard.
9 100139
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Page 124

Applicant shall file w1th the Commlssron Utrhtres D1v1s1on no later than :

December 31, 2010 a report summarlzmg 1ts efforts the optlon(s)

ultimately selected and the reasons other optlon(s) were. not selected
DATED this _3 day of December 2007 ' | |

" THE ARI_ZONA PO__WER PLANTAND =
TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMITTEE

(it 0

£ ) .
a neA Woodall Chairman

10 100139
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Typical S00kV Single-Circuit Steel Lattice Structure

Typical
Height
135’

Palo Verde Hub to North Gila
Transmission Line Project

Exhibit G-1

Decision No. 70127
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- Typical 500kV mm...m_o-an:: Tubular Steel Pole Structure

‘J\Enm._.
Height
135

Palo Verde Hub to North Gila
Transmission Line Project

Exhibit G-2
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Typical 500kV Tangent Vertical Configuration

Typical
Height
150°

Palo Verde Hub to North Gila
Transmission Line Project

Exhibit G-3'
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Typical 500kV Single-Circuit Dead-End Steel Three-Pole Structure

Typical
Height
140°

Palo Verde Hub to North Gila
Transmission Line Project

Exhibit G-5

Decision No. 70127
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N4

* Typical 500kV Lattice Tower Transposition Structure .

Typical
Height
140

Palo Verde Hub to North Gila
Transmission Line Project

Exhibit G-6

DeciSiqn No. 70127
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" Typical 500kV Steel-Pale Transposition Structure

Typical
Height
135°

Palo Verde Hub to North Gila
Transmission Line Project

Exhibit G-7
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Modified 500kV Single-Circuit Steel H-Frame Structure

Palo Verde Hub to North Gila
Transmission Line Project

Exhibit G-8
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6Nt By: BUREAU OF LAND wouT; 6235805580; Nov-8-07 1:41pu; Page 2 u_
v =)
~

. FINDING OF No siGNiFicanT IMPACT z

[ Name.of Environmental Assessment:  paio verge Hub to North Glla Substation : .m

. Environmentaj Assessment No.. A2-220-2006-008 =

Case File No; AZA-33305 nm

Bureau of Lang Management Otfjge; Phoenix District, Lower Sonoran Fleld Office

“Finding of N, Significant Impact: Upon review of ‘the Environmentat Assossment (EA)
' prepared for the above:named project and-Incorporatod herein by reférence, no significant, long-
term Impacts. on the ::35:?3.3333_& Or natural environrnent would result. Short-term,
femporary Impacts On-soils, water resources, !o_onamrmmos,oom. o:_.:_,m_,_‘omocamm. air quality,

‘noise, and. land. .use assoclated with consteuction activitles of the proposed transmission line
j > d ther

© ) transmission interconnection position - In . the Arlington . Energy Faciiity, the Hassayampa
.| Switchyard, or the Redhawk Power Plan;. The yransmission line would be constructed primarily
* ith [atico tower Structures Paralleling the axisting Southwest Power Link 500 kV Transmisslon
}. tine (SWPL) and connect into-the Nonth @lla Substation in Yuma, Arizona, The proposed right-
-] -ofway wouid be 200 feet Wide, approximately 110. 1o 130 miles in length, of ~which
: approximately 65 miles would be located on Bureau of { and Management (BLM) administered-
lands, APS would implement the facommendad Standarg Operating Procedures and Mitigation
Measures listed jn Attachment A. The transmission line would be owned by APS and operated
by APS and other projsct Proponents, - . .

grant s conditiona| upon APS obtaining all other federal, state, and jocal permits: required to
construct and operate the transmission line, APS I8 required 1 obtain the required Ceriificate of
Environmental Compatibifity from the Arizona. Cotporation Commission, The BLM has fuifiied
requirements in accordance with the Section 106 progegs regarding . cultural resource issues
and rsquirements fegarding bjologica| resource issues, . .

Recommendation of Finding: x:.uqu o7
- Date -

} concur; 4 : .
Approval of Finding; . I:hlswl %ﬁ” ti \ o¢ \Oum..
Field Manager Dat

Proje Manager
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.m:». m<." BUREAU OF LAND MGMT; 6235805580; Nov-6-07 1:42PM; Page 3

DECISION RECORD

Serial No.: AZA-33306
- EA No.: AZ-220-2006-008

Decision;

it ls decided that Arizona Public Service Company (APS) be granted a right-of-way by the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 200 feat wide, approximately 110 to 130 miles in length,
approximately 1600 acres (across lands managed by the BLM, Bureau of Reclamation and the
Yuma Proving Ground), including the rights to design, construct, Operate, maintain and own a
500 kilovolt (kV) electric transmission line. '

The transmission line would originate from the Palo Verde Hub {PV I:.S at either an open

__ -dransmission interconnection position in tho Adington’ Energy Faciiity, the Hassayampa

Switchyard or the Redhawk Power Plant. The transmisslon line would be constructed primarily

S with lattlce tower structures paralieling the existing Southwest. Power Link 500 r.< Transmission

lina (SWPL) and connact into the North Gita Substation In Yuma, Arizona.
zu:o:n_m for Decision: ‘ .

{. .- The Proposed Action Is consistent with the current Lower Gila South Resource Management
{ - Plan (BLM, 1988) which defines land usas along the San Diego Gas and Eleclric utllity corridor

and the Yuma District Resource Management Plan (BLM, 1986 and 1887) which defines uses
along the {nterconnection utifity corridor, - i

The _uaumoon Action wili provide needed electricat power to the continuing development and
growth occurring and anticipated in the Yuma: region. The project would strengthen the entire

 Yuma area iransmission system by providing an addtional extra-high voltage (EHV) slectrical

transmission source to the reglon.’

Upon implementation of the attached standard operating procedures and mitigation measures,

short-term and long-term environmental end human (socloeconomic) impacts identified in the
Environmental Assessment would not be significant. Comptlance monitoring  would - be
conducted to ensure that these mitigation measures are properly implemented and that
sensitive resources are protaected. .

vm.n:nnz.._ Operating Procedures and Mitigation Measures:

See Attachment A.

\Q{IJ | Tr,ﬂ\/ hE.LIo;@

Field Manager Date

Decision No: 70127,
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Page 4 ”
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] _ . . APPENDIX A 2
2N STANDARD CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATING PROCEDURES (4
X3 e . AND MITIGATION MEASURES g
& . g & - -
e e -ty - . . . A - - % @
& 1. Al construction vehicle ‘movement outside of the right-ol-way will be restricted o =
. predesignated access, contractor acquired access, ot public roads. : .m

2. - The limits of construction activities will typically be predetermined, with activity restricted to

and confined within those limits. No paint or permanent discoloring agents will be appiied

" %o rocks or vegetation to indicate survey or ‘construction ‘activity. limits. The right-of-way
~ -boundary will be-flagged in environmentally sensitive areas described in the speoific plan
of development 1o alert construction personne! that thoss areas should be-avoided,

3. - In construction areas where recotitouring is not required; vegetation will be left in place

_wherever possible to avold excessive rool damage and allow for resprouting.
In construction areas (e.g., marshailing yards, structure sites, spur roads from existing |
access roads) where ground disturbance is significant or where recontouring Is required,
surface restoratlon will occur as required by the landowner or land-management agency.

The method of restoration will typically consist ot returning disturbed areas to their natural
‘contour (to the extent practical), resaoding or revegatating with native plants (¥ required),
installing cross drains for erosion control, placing water bars in the road, and filling ditches. | -

- Seed must be tested and ceriified to contain no noxious weeds in the mix by the State of | -

o - |+ “Arizona Agricultural Depariment. Seed viabllity must also be tasted at a certified taboratory
L __approved by the authorized officer. : . :

w0 |8 . Watering faciiities (e.g., tanks, developed springs, waler fines, wells, etc.).will b repaired

B - or.replaced to their predisturbed conditions as required by the landowner or land- |
management agency if they are damaged or destroyed by constriction- activities. -

+ Prior. to construction,” all construction personnel will be Instructed on the protection of
cultural, paleontological, and ecological resources. To assist in this effort, tha construction
contract will address (a) federal and: state laws regarding antiquiies, fossils, and plants

_and wildiife, including coliection and removal; and (b) the Imporance of thege resources

-.and the purpose and necessity of protecting them. - —

7. ‘Impact avoidance and mitigation measures for cultural resouUrces developed in

consultation with the SHPQ, BLM, BOR, YPG, ASLD, and the tribes will be Implementad. v

.18.  The project sponsors will respond fo complaints of fine-generated radlo -or talevislon
: interference: by Investigating the- complaints and implementing appropriate * mitigation
measures. The transmission line will be patroiled on a regular basis so that damaged

_insulators or other line-materlals that could causs interferencs are repaired of replaced. E

18.  The project eponsors will apply necessary mitigation to minimize problems ‘of Induced

© currents and voltages onto conductive objects sharing a right-of-way, to the mutual
satistaction of the parties involved. C S
110.- Al construction -and” maintenance activities shail be conducted n & manner thal wii
-minimize disturbance to- vegetation, drainage channels, and intermittent and perennial {

Streambanks. In addition, all existing roads will be left In a condition equal 1o or betier than

_their conditlon prior to the construction of the transmission line. o

- All requirements of those entities having jurisdiction over air quallty matters will be adhered

1o and any necessary permits.for construction activities will be obtained. ‘Open burning of
construction debris (cleared traes, elc.) will not be allowad on BLM administered lands.

- Fences and gates, Iif damaged or destroyed by construction activities, will be repaired or

- replaced to their original predisturbed condition as required by the landowner or the land-

management agency. Temporary gates will be instalied only with the permission of the
‘landowner or the land-management agency, and will be restored to thelr original

, redisturbed condition following construction. . ]

13. ' The proposed hardware and conductor will imit the audibie noise, radio interference (RI).
and television interference (TVI) due to corona. Tension will be malntalned on all insulator
assemblies to assure positive contact betwsen insulators, thereby avoiding sparking.

Caution will be exercised during construction to avold scratching or nicking the conductor

1 Te
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hich may provide points for corona io ooour.
14.  During ope|

ission fing, the right-of-way will be maintained free of
adable debyis.

ration of the transm
llon related non-biodeqr
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Totally enclosad ¢
including debris, |
potentially hazardous materfals will be
such materials, - A Splii
Countermeasure (SPCC) Pla
- and remadiation of oil,

ontainment will be
itter, garbage,

Contingency Plan and Spilt
n will be prepared. The SPCC P!

provided for all debris. All Construchon waste
¢ solld waste, petroleum products, and other
removed to a disposal tacllity authorized to accept
Prevention - Cantrol and
lan will address prevention

hydraulic fiuld, ang petroleum fuel spills including spills that could
rs of the United States. Oils or chemicals will be hauled 10 an

-enter navigable wate
approved site for disp
be notified, and a ¢
provided to the BLM.

osal. If a spill occurs on BLM tand the ro:
opy of the manifest for disposal ot th

spective BLM field office will
e affected materials will be

116, Structures will b

e canstructed to conform {o “Suggested Practices for Avian Protection on |
Line Interaction Committee 2006). : -

Native Plant Law will be made avallable for satvage. A
the BLM will be Included in the ific plan of develo, ment.
access roads or overiand routes will follow the designated
rs' where possible, providing that such. alignment does not

{Avian Power
cted by the Arizona

. The alignment of any ne
area's landform contou
additionally impact res

ource values. This would minimize ground disturb.
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ance and reduce

All new access roads not

required for maintenance will be permanently ciosed using the
entally damaging methods appropriate 1o that area with
‘and manager (e.g.; stack Plling and replacing topsoll, or

In designated areas,

| be placed or rerouted so
such as, but not limited to,

into the area. Fencing, signing, and other
[ for by the contractor or APS,
as to avoid sensitive featuras

riparian areas, watercourses, and cuituraf sites, -or to aflow

conductars 10 clearly span th
Transmission Tine
minimize aircraft hazards Federal Aviati

features, within limits of standard tower des n.

with Federal Aviation Administration Guidelines to
on 77). : -

8tatus species or other species

during the construction phase of thy

of particular concemn will continue to be considered

e Project, in accordance with management policies set
ppropriate land management agencies. This will entalf
species of concern along the proposed transmission line
access foads and staging areas). In cases whers such
late action will be taken to avoid adverse impacts on the

forth by the BLM and other a
monitoring for plant and wildfife
and associated fagilitles (i.e.,
‘species are identified, appropr|
species and its habitat.

APS will submit 1o BLM a proposed foad developmant plan for Inclusion
e area in and around the Muggins Mountalns. The goal of the planis to

The contractor or
in the POD for th
fimit new road construction to a minimu
and discourage a travel route in the Mu,
As-built drawings, includin

m, restrict unauthorized use ot maintenance roads,
ns Mountaing, :

g locations of access roads, will be provided 1o the BLM as
Y grant. The drawings will be provided In g format specifiad by{.

- required by the right-of-wa

gical resource (historic or prehistoric site or object)
Or any person working on his behalf, on publlc or federal tand
ted to the BLM authorized officer. The holder shall suspend ail
® area of such discovery untl written authorization to proceed is

Any cultyral and/or paleontofo;
discoverad by the holder,
shall be Immadiately repor

t cultural or sclen
Lnura: or scient

mine mvvau__m_o actions to pravent the loss of
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EXHIBIT A

Page 29 of 32

"4

1. Al applicable reguiations in accordance with 43 CFR 2800,

2. The_ holder" shall construct, operale, and maintain tho faciities, improvomonts, and
- -structures- within this right-of-way in strict conformity with the Plan of Development (POD)
and made part of the grant, Any relocation, additional construction, or use- that is not In

. accord with the approved PQD, shall not be inftiated without the prior written approval of the
authorized officer. A copy of the. complete right-of-way grant, including all sfipulations and
approved POD, shall be made avallable on the right-of-way area. during construction,
operation, and termination 1o the authorized officer, Noncompliance with the above will be

grounds for an immediate temporary suspension of actlvilies_ if it constitutes a threat to
- public heatlth and safety or the environment.

3. Any cultural and/or -paleontological resources (historic or u_.ozm.oam site or object)

discovered by the holder or any person working on the holders behaf, on public or federal
land shall be Immediately reported to the authorized officer. The hoider shall suspend all
" operations-in the mmediate area of such discovery untll written authorization to procsed is
Issued by the authorized officer. An evaluation of the discovery will be made the authorized
officer to determine the appropriate actions to prevent: the loss of significant cultural or
~sclentific. values. The holder will be responsible for the cost of the evaluation and any

.amnmm_oa.ouno»sm,u_.oumn mitigation-measurss will be- made by the authorizod officer after
- consulting with the holder. .

Construction holes left open over night shall be covered. Covers shall be sectred in place

im:am:m__..ucm..d:nmaocu:»o u_‘m<m=n__<oa.oox..oqi__n_:m:.o:_.u___zo_?.ozo:m:n.aom
- hole. . ) ) :

:5. Within 30 days. of completion, the holder will -submit to the -authorized .caa.,o... as-buiit
"+ drawings and a: certification of ‘construction' verifying that the facility has been constructed
* . {and tested). Jn accordance with_the design, plans, specifications, and applicable faws and

. Tegulations, o
6. During construction, the holder shall apply water for the purpose of dust control.

7.. The halder shall trim trees In preference to <culting trees and shall cut trees In preference to
buiidozing them as directed by the authorized officer.

Qngcam»:nao_ﬁ_mm.._.ouuo,_i_.ao conserved during excavation and reused as cover
on disturbed areas to facilitate re-growth of vegetation. .

‘8. Holder ‘«sn__. temove only the minimum amount of vegetation necessary for the construction

‘9. The holder shali maintain the right-of-way In a .mmwc usable condition, as n__oo.mn.g the

- authorized officer.

10. The holder will be responsible for the total faclamation of the right-of way shall it ever be
relinquished or terminated. This reclamation will inciude the scarification of the road surface
and the .reseeding of the entire disturbed area with a native seed mbdure that will be
approved by the Authorized Officer prior to the reclamation work.

11. The holder of this right-of-way grant or the holder's successor in interest shaft comply with

" “Titde VI of the Civli Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.5.C. 2000d et seq.) and the regulations of the )

Secretary of the interior issued pursuant thereto,

12, All design, materal, and construetion, operation, maintenance, and termination practices
shall be in accordance with safe and proven engineering practices.

Decision No. 70127
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13. Construction sites shall be maintained in a sanitary condition at all times; waste materials at
those sites shaill be disposed of promptly-al an appropriate waste disposat site. "Waste"
means all discarded matter including, but not limited to, human waste, trash, garbage,

refuse, oil drums, petroleum products, ashss, and equipment.

14, The holdei(s) shall .comply with-all applicable Federal laws and regulations m&mm:m. or

-hereafter enacted or promulgated. In any event, the halder(s) shall comply with the Toxic'

Substances Control Act of 1976, as amendad (15 U.S.C. 2601, et seq.) with regard to any
toxic substances that are used, generated by or stored on the right-of-way or on facifities
authorized under this rght-of-way  grant, (See 40 CFR, Part 702-799 and especially,
provisions on polychlorinated biphenyls, 40 CFR 761.1-761.193.) Additionally, any release
“of toxic substances (leaks, spills, etc.) in excess of the reportabie quantily established by 40
CFR; Part 117 -shall be reported as- required by the Comprehensive Environmental
- 'Response; Compensation and Liabliity Act of 1980, Section 102b. A copy of any repor
required or requested by any Federal agency or State government as a result of a
fepontable release or spill of any toxic substances shail be furnished to the authorized officer
concurrent with the fliing of the reports to the involved Federal agency or State government..

16. The holder agrees to indemnify the United States against any fiability arising from the
release of any hazardous substance or hazardous waste (as these toerms are defined in the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act of 1980, 42
U.S.C. 9601, et seq. or the Resource Congervation and.Recovery Act of 1976, 42 U.S.C.
6901 et seq.) on the right-of-way (unless the release or threatened release Is wholly

- unrelated to the right-of-way holder's activity on the right-ol-way. This agreement applies

without regard to whather a release Is caused by the holder, its agent, or unrelated third
parties. ) . : .

16. Prior to termination of the right-of-way, the holder shall contact the authorized officer to

. arrange a pre-termination conference. This conference will be held to review the termination
provisions of the grant. B

17. Archeological sites that are eligible for National Register shall be spanned and avoided

during construction and malntenance. activities. If an eligible site cannot be spanned, Impact

. ‘avoldance and mitigation measures doveloped in consultation with the State Historic

- Preservation Office and other Interested parties shall be implemented during post-
Environmental Assessment phases of projsct implementation.

18, Prior to construction, a training program ghall bs instituted that would stress the Importance

of avoiding unintentional and intentional damage to cultural, paleontological, and ecological
resources.

19.A desert tortolse protection education program shall be presented to all employees,
inspectors, supervisors, contractors, and subcontraciors who carry out proposad activities at
the project site. The education program shall include discussions of the following:

- Iagal and sensitive status of the tortoise
= brief discussion of tortoise lite history and ecology
- mitigation measures designed 1o reduce adverse effacts to lortoises

= protocols to follow i a tortoise is encountered, Including appropriate contact |

points

6235805580 Nov-6-07 1:43PM; Page 7/9
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" 20.A desert tortoise monilor- (quelified desert t

that amnz.. and injury of tortoises are minimizeq.
- -21. Protacols for %m.?o with any tortoisas found in
. Arizona-Game and Fish D

Encountered on Development Projects, revised A

8w construction shall be fia
construction workers shall strictly lim
marked. Construction personne! shail be 1
-aquipment movoment restrictions involved,

_ so-they are no langer a hazard 1o desent tortoise,

28. All dogs in the project ares shall be-on a leash,

opartiment’s Quideline:

ortoise

constructing ‘within Category 1 tortaige habitat. The
wandering Into construction areas, check under vehicles
any. excavations that ‘might trap tortolses; and conduct

Nov-6-07 1:43PN; Page 8/89

biologist) witl be required whan
biologlst shall watch for tortoises
, check at least three times per day

other activities hecessary fo ensure

project areas shafl be in accordance with
s for Handling: Sonoran Desen Tortoises

Hgust 7, 1996,

22. Vehicte use shall be limited to existing or designated routes to the extent possible,

- -Areas of n 9ged or marked on the ‘ground prior to construction, Aff
it thelr activitles and vehicles 1o areas that have been
rained to recognize markers and understand the

wa..z._._."am.:&w..g nm: entrap tortolse (..., trenches, pits, and other features) in the project
... - area shall be checked wice daily Aao_.:su. and afternoon) for trapped desent tortoise..

© 25, During and after completion of the project, trenches,

Plits, and other features in which
fortolses could be entrapped or entangied, shall be fille

In, covered, or otherwise modified

DeciSiqn No. 70127
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.ient By: BUREAU OF LAND MGMT;

should be Moved quickly, kept In an

6235805580; Nov-6-07 1:43PM; Page 9/8

GUIDELINES FOR HANDLING SONORAN DESERT TORTOISES
: ENCOUNTERED ON DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS -
Arizona Game and Figh Department
Revised January 17, 1997

- The Arlzona Game and Fish Department {Department) hag developed the following guldelines
- - toreduce potential Impucts to desert tortoises, and to promote the continued existence of

* - tortoises throughouyt the state. These guidelines apply to short-tarm and/or smali-scale projects,
depending on the number of affected tortoises and speclfic type of project,

biologlst. Tortoises should be moved less than 48 hours fn

~ " advance of the habitat disturbance s they do not return to the areg in the Interim. Tortoises .

upright position at all times and placed In the shade,

] o Separate disposable gloves should be worn for each torloise handled to avojd potentiat :m:w‘ﬁ

of disease between tortoises. Tortoi

imminent danger,

air temperature éxceeds 105 degree:

ses must not be moved.if the ambient air temperature

- exceeds vanmn_amm Fahrenhelt uniess an alernate burrow Is avallable or the tortoise is In

- Atortoise may be moved up fo two miles, but no further than necessary from its original
Jlocation. If 4 rejease site, or alternate burrow, is Unavailable within.this distance, and ambilent

s Fahrenhelt, the Department should be contacted to place

the fortolse into a Department-regulated deser tortoise adoption program. Tortolses saivaged
. from projects which result in substantial permanent habitat (oss (e.g. housing ‘and highway

e . facilitate temporary possession of tortoises, Likewise, If large numbers of tonoises {>b) are

-guidance and/or assistance.

Colorado River).
the Endangered Speci

¢ These guidelines ara Subject
fecommend that the Departm

* Take,

RAC:NLO:rc -

that may affect desert tortolses,

- expected to be displaced by a project, the Project manager should contact the Depanment for

Please kesp in mind the following points:

* These guideiines do not apply 1o the Mohave population of desert tortolses (north ang
west of the

Mohave desert torcises are Specifically protected under

Act, s administered by the U.8. Fish ang Wildfife Service.

to revision at the discration of the Umvmnama.. We
ent be contacted during the Planning stages of any project

Ppossession, or harassment of wild desert tortoiges is pronibited by state law.
Unless specifically authorized by the Deparntment, or as noted above, project personnel
should avoid disturbing any tortoise, .

No. 70127
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EXHIBIT “B”

Depiction of Approved and Proposed
Corridors
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EXHIBIT “C”

Affidavit of Paul E. Herndon




EXHIBIT C

Page 1 of 9
STATE OF ARIZONA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF MARICOPA)
AFFIDAVIT OF PAUL E. HERNDON

I, Paul E. Herndon, being duly sworn under oath, depose and state:

1. I am a Senior Siting Consultant for Arizona Public Service Company
(“APS” or “Company”).

2. I am personally familiar with the Certificate of Environmental

Compatibility issued by the Arizona Corporation Commission (“Commission”) on
January 23, 2008 for the Palo Verde Hub to North Gila 500kV Transmission Line Project
(“CEC 135”). I am personally familiar with the proposed changes to CEC 135 related to
the location change and change in corridor width in a small section (located next to the
North Gila substation) of the 110-mile corridor and the Company’s plan to use a modified
transmission structure.

3. CEC 135 authorizes APS to build approximately 110 miles of 500kV
transmission line originating at the Hassayampa Switchyard' and terminating at the North
Gila substation in Yuma County, Arizona, including switchyard facilities and
modifications (the “Project”).

4. APS testified before the Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting
Committee in the evidentiary hearing for CEC 135 that the Bureau of Land Management
(“BLM”) conducted an Environmental Assessment (“EA”) to comply with the National
Environmental Policy Act because a large portion of the Project crosses federal land
(primarily BLM) in a BLM Designated Utility Corridor. On November 6, 2007, the
BLM issued a Finding of No Significant Impact (“FONSI”), which the Commission
attached as Exhibit C to CEC 135.

! CEC 135 authorized three possible interconnection points for the approved transmission line (Arlington
Valley Energy Facility Switchyard, Hassayampa Switchyard, or Redhawk Power Plant). On February 5,
2010, APS filed a letter with ACC Docket Control informing the Commission that it had selected
Hassayampa Switchyard as the interconnection point.

-1-
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5. Since the Commission approved CEC 135, APS has finalized its detailed
design, which requires the transmission line to cross over the Southwest Powerlink
500kV transmission line (“Existing Line”) and enter the North Gila substation on the
south side of the Existing Line. In CEC 135, the Commission approved a corridor where
the line would enter the substation on the north side. This change in the location of the
transmission line requires changes to both the corridor location and width for an
approximate 1,500-foot section of the approved corridor just east of the North Gila
substation. For this 1,500-foot section, the proposed corridor would start at the centerline
of the Existing Line and extend south for a width of 500 feet.

6. As soon as possible after APS completed its final design, APS notified the
BLM of the change in corridor location. The BLLM supports the corridor change. (See
Attachment 1, BLM letter to APS dated February 15, 2012.)

| 7. In APS’s testimony before the Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line
Siting Commiittee evidentiary hearing for CEC 135, APS provided typical examples of
transmission structures (approved by the Commission), including an H-Frame Structure
that APS planned to use for this Project. (See Attachment 2.)

8. Detailed design work conducted after the Commission approved CEC 135
demonstrates the need to use a modified structure at a particular location for reasons
noted in section 9. The modified structure has a single pole base and is approximately
150-feet tall. (See Attachment 3 for a depiction of the modified structure.) The structure
would be placed in only one location in an area on BLM land approximately seven (7)
miles east of the North Gila substation.

9. The use of the Y-Pole structure in this location would (1) preserve an
access road used for ingress and egress to the area for line maintenance, (2) minimize
ground disturbance in a mountainous terrain (a difficult excavation area), and (3) result in

a smaller footprint (one foundation versus two).
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10. The change in corridor location and width and use of the modified
transmission structure will be included in the Final Plan of Development, which is

currently under BLM review and anticipated to be approved in mid-July 2013.

DATED this 2nd day of July, 2013.

gu/ (%MM/

Paul E. Herndon

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 2nd day of July, 2013. {

[[/Wadac

Notary Public

My Commission expires:
\ Y- 78S




EXHIBIT C
Page 4 of 9

ATTACHMENT 1

BLM Letter
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United States Department of the Interior %‘

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT WAMERICA

Yuma Field Office
2555 East Gila Ridge Road
Yuma, AZ 85365
www.blm.gov/az/

In Reply Refer To:
AZA 33305 (C020) February 15,2012
2850

Arizona Public Service Company

Attn: Paul Herndon, Senior Siting Consultant
P.O. Box 53933, Station 4616

Phoenix, Arizona 85072-3933

Re: Palo Verde to North Gila II 500kV Transmission Line aka Hassayampa to North Gila, CEC Case 135

Dear Mr. Herndon:

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has conducted the environmental review and has produced an
Environmental Assessment (EA) No. AZ-220-2006-008 for the Palo Verde Hub to North Gila Substation 500kV

Transmission Project, approved November 2007.

The project is proposed to be sited and constructed within a designated 1-mile wide utility corridor, % mile on
either side from centerline of the existing transmission line. The EA considered impacts to all resources and the
cumulative effects based on the resources’ geographic areas. The archaeological survey is one resource that needs
to be site-specific and, in this case, there was a 300-foot-wide survey for 112 miles in length. The cultural survey
included an additional area between 100 and 800 feet of survey along various portions of the project area.

It is our understanding that Arizona Public Service Company (APS) would like to request changing the
transmission line location from the north side of the existing transmission line to the south side of the existing
transmission line for approximately 1,500 feet immediately east of the North Gila Substation (see enclosed map).
This change request is within the 1-mile designated utility corridor and it is within the surveys of the
environmental analysis. However, if the newly proposed route deviates from the 1-mile corridor, the BLM will
require APS to conduct new surveys prior to proceeding with authorization of a right-of-way grant. The BLM
views this as a minor change to the project and will cooperate with APS to approve the change on the associated

Federal lands.

If you have any questions please contact Supervisory Project Manager Eddie Arreola at 602-417-9505 or at

earreola@blm.gov.
Sincerely \ ( )

John MacDonald
Field Manager

Enclosure


mailto:earreola@blm.gov
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ATTACHMENT 2

Depiction of Approved Structure
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ATTACHMENT 3

- Depiction of Modified Structure
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Proposed Order
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BEFORE THE ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMISSION

COMMISSIONERS
BOB STUMP, Chairman
GARY PIERCE
BRENDA BURNS
ROBERT L. BURNS
SUSAN BITTER SMITH

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION | Docket No. L-00000D-07-0566-000135
OF ARIZONA PUBLIC SERVICE
COMPANY, PURSUANT TO ARIZONA PROPOSED ORDER MODIFYING
REVISED STATUTE § 40-252, FOR AN COMMISSION DECISION NO. 70127
AMENDMENT OF ARIZONA
CORPORATION COMMISSION
DECISION NO. 70127.

Open Meeting
Date
Phoenix, Arizona

BY THE COMMISSION:
FINDINGS OF FACT

1. On July 2, 2013, Arizona Public Service Company (“APS” or “Company”) filed
with the Arizona Corporation Commission (“Commission”) a request to amend Commission| -
Decision No. 70127 (“Application”).

2. Decision No. 70127, entered on January 23, 2008, approved a Certificate of]
Environmental Compatibility for APS to build 110 miles of 500kV transmission line and
required switchyard facilities and modifications (“CEC 135”).

3. In its Application, APS requested the Commission amend CEC 135 pursuant to
AR.S. § 40-252 by authorizing a change in the location and corridor width of a short section
of the 110-mile corridor. Specifically, APS requested approval to relocate an approximate
1,500-foot segment of the corridor east of the North Gila substation. For this 1,500-foot

section, the proposed corridor would begin at the centerline of the Southwest Powerlink 500kV

-1-
DECISION NO.
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transmission line' (“SWPL Line” or “Existing Line”) and extend south for a width of 500 feet.
(See Exhibit A for an illustration depicting the proposed corridor.)
4, APS also requested that the Commission amend CEC 135 to authorize the use of]
the Y-Pole transmission structure in one mountainous location.
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW |
1. The Commission has jurisdiction over APS and the subject matter contained
herein pursuant to Article XV of the Arizona Constitution and A.R.S. §§ 40-252 and 40-360,
et seq.
2. Notice of the proceeding has been given in the mannef prescribed by law.
3. It is reasonable and in the public interest to amend Decision No. 70127 to revise
CEC 135 to approve the relocation of and change in corridor width as described herein.
4., It is reasonable and in the public interest to amend Decision No. 70127 to revise
CEC 135 to approve the use of the Y-Pole transmission structure consistent with the
illustration depicted in Exhibit B.
ORDER
Upon due consideration of this matter and notice and opportunity to be heard, the
Commission modifies Decision No. 70127 as follows:
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that Decision No. 70127 is modified to add a
sentence at page 4, line 9, as follows: |
At this termination point in Link 50, starting at the North Gila substation and
extending east approximately 1,500 feet, the Project has a 500-foot corridor, which
begins at the centerline of the existing SWPL 500kV transmission line and extends
500 feet south.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Decision No. 70127 is modified to permit APS to
use the transmission structure described in Exhibit B attached to this Decision.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that all other conditions of the Certificate of

! The participant owners of the SWPL are San Diego Gas & Electric, Imperial Irrigation District, and APS.

R
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Environmental Compatibility approved by Decision 70127 shall remain in effect.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this decision shall become effective immediately.

BY ORDER OF THE ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMISSION

CHAIRMAN COMMISSIONER

COMMISSIONER COMMISSIONER COMMISSIONER

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I, JODI JERICH, Executive
Director of the Arizona Corporation Commission, have
hereunto, set my hand and caused the official seal of
this Commission to be affixed at the Capitol, in the City
of Phoenix, this ____ day of , 2013,

JODI JERICH
Executive Director

DECISION NO.




