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COPY hand-delivered

this 22" day of February, 2012 to:

Charles Hains

Legal Division

Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85007

Brian Lehman, Acting Chief
Railroad Safety Section

Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85007

By: L. < 7
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W 5 F " Matthew Koller BNSF Rallway Company :
AR ————— Division Engineer (
RAILWAY Southwest West Division 101 East Route 68

Flagstaff, AZ 86001

928-226-3853 OFF
817-584-1903 CELL
matthew.keller@bnst.com

February 16, 2012

Stave Olea, Director

Railroad Safety Division

Arizona Corporation Commission
| 1200 West Washington St.
| . Phoenix, Arizona 85007

Re: Crossing Maintenance — Flagstaff, Arizona
Docket No. RR-02635B-11-0355

Dear Mr. Olea:

As discussed during the Arizona Corporation Commission’s (“Commission”) January 26, 2012 :
Securities Open Meeting, | am providing this letter in response to issues raised in regards to the |
waiver from AA.C. R14-5-104(C)(6) that was granted by the Commission in response to an
application filed by BNSF Railway (“BNSF") on September 21, 201 1. As indicated by BNSF's counsel |
during that meeting, this letter addresses crossing surface improvements that have been, or will be, '
made at the Cottage Avenue, Steves Boulevard, Fanning Drive, San Francisco Street and Beaver
Street crossings. In addition, | would like to provide a summary of efforts being made to ensure that
the crossing improvements are completed by June 1, 2012.

First let me address the two crossings in question — San Francisco Street and Beaver Street.
BNSF completed the requested repair of the rubber crossing at San Francisco Street in Janaury 2012.
A complete rehabilitation of the crossing is scheduled for May, 2013. However, repairs at Beaver
Street are still pending. The primary reason permanent crossing surface upgrades have not been
completed at the Beaver Street crossing is because in order to complete the work and ensure a
smooth transition from the road to the crossing, the City of Flagstaff (“City”) is required to perform
asphalt work over the road. This work also requires that the City close the road while the
improvements are being made to the crossing.

in order to avoid further delay, | have sent a written request to the City's public works director
to meet so that we can coordinate and schedule the road improvement work to be completed by the
City, and the crossing surface improvements to be completed by BNSF, with road closures.

With respect to the Cottage Road crossing, BNSF performed asphalt work and erected a buck
signage soon after Staffs inspection of October 17, 2011. BNSF does not intend to make further
improvements at this crossing in the foreseeable future due to the plans for its elimination in

conjunction with the Rio De Flag project.

| Thus far, BNSF has spent approximately $200,000 for the temporary and completed surface
| improvements at Cottage Avenue, Steves Boulevard, Fanning Drive (Main Track Two) and Beaver
| Street (Main Track One). BNSF estimates that the cost for the surface upgrades at the Fanning Drive
and Enterprise Boulevard crossings will be approximately $500,000. The permanent work BNSF will
|
i
|
|

complete at these two crossings include complete rehabilitation of both main tracks at both crossings,
which will involve new ties, rail, concrete crossing planks and approach asphalt.
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In summary, BNSF thanks you for the opportunity to provide this information to the
Commission. We are hopeful that the City will provide the necessary services so that BNSF can
complete the crossing surface improvements outlined herein by June 1, 2012. We will continue to
keep your staff informed of BNSF’s efforts to coordinate required road maintenance and closures, and
any assistance by the Commission in this regard is welcome.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Matthew Keller, BNSF Railway
Division Engineer

c Melvin Thomas, BNSF Railway
Patrick Black. Fennemore Craig




