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U § WEST Communications. Inc. ("USWC™) and Teleport Communications. Inc.
(“TCG Phoenix "), by and through their respective attorneys, hereby give notice of the
filing of the attached Joint Position Statement of TCG Phoenix and USWC. This Jout
Position Statement represents the agreement of the parties in this arbitration proceeding.
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Telepor: Communications Group Inc. ("TCG") and U 8 WEST Communications, Inc.
{"USWC") have negotiated over an interconnection agresment prior to the commencement of
arbitration. Although both parties have submitted proposed agreements for use in the arbitration,
they have reached agreement on a number of issues  Accordingly, in order to varrow the issues
being arbitrated, TCG and USWC hereby stipulate to adoption of the language in the attached
document by the arbitrator and by the Commission.

Those areas where the parties have not reached agreement are so marked in the attached

document. They will be the subject of the arbitration hearing

Dated. September 10, 1996
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“Larry Bristherson ” Deborah S Waldbaum

U 5 WEST Communications, Inc. Teleport Communications Group
7800 East Orchard, Room 390 201 N. Civic Drive, Suite 210

Englewood. CO 80111 Walnut Creek, CA 94596
{303} 793-6498 {510) 949-0046
{303 T96-6040 {510) 9490616 {FAX)
Counsel for USWC Counsel for TCG
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INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT

THIS INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT, made as of this __ day of

between TCG-__ | a New York hmited partnership ("TCG") and US WEST
Commumications, Inc. ("USWC"), a Colorado corporation

L1096 s

RECITALS

WHEREAS, a major purpose of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 ("TA 1996715 10
permuit and encourage the vigorous competition that provides widespread consumer choice and
less government regulation in all segments of the telecommunications industry, and

WHEREAS, this Agreement is intended to promote independent. facilities-based locat

exchange competition by encouraging the rapid and efficient interconnection of compenny foual
exchange service networks, and

WHEREAS, the Parties seek 1o accomplish interconnection in a technically and
economically efficient manner in accordance with all requirements of TA 1996 imcluding the emuvy
“Competitive Checklist™ as set forth in TA 1996, Section 27H{c)}2XB). and

WHEREAS, the public will benefit if the local exchange networks of the Parties are

interconnected so that customers of each carrier can seamlessly exchange telecommunications
traffic. and

WHEREAS. Section 252 of TA 1996 mandates good faith negotiations between
meumbent Local Exchange Carriers and any telecommunications carrier requesting

interconnestion without regard to the standards set forth in subsections (b) and (¢) of Section 2514
of TA 1996, and

WHEREAS, USWC and TCG wish to utilize this negotiation process, and.

WHEREAS, TCG noufied USWC of its request for negotiations with USWC pursuam 10

Section 252 of TA 1996 on February 8, 1996 and such negotiations beganon 1996
and concluded on __ 1996,

NOW. THEREFORE. in consideration of the mutual provisions contamed herein and
other good and valuable consideration. the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby
acknowledged. TCG and USWC hereby covenam and agree as set forth in this Agreement

DEFINITIONS
NOT AGREED
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L RETWORK INTERCONNECTION

Compensation terms for services described in this Section are set forth in the Reciprocal
Compensation Section below

N This Section describes the interconnection of the facilities and equipment of TCG and
e USWC ior imerconnection of their networks for the transmission and routing of Exchange
Service and jointdy provided Switched Access service

The Parties shall reciprocally terminate Local Exchange, Intral. ATA Toll and Switched
i Access traffic. as follows

The Parues will interconnect with each access tandem in cach LATA in which the
Parties originate and terminate IntralL ATA Toll and Swatched Access traffic. as
needed or agreed. so as to permit the interexchange of such traffic. The Parties
also will interconnect with each other in each and every local calling area w which
the Partes onginate Local Exchange Traffic so as 1o permit the interexchange of
such traffic  However, where multiple local calling areas are served by a smyie
local tandem, the Parties will imerconnect with each other at that local tandem tin
orgmation and termination of Local Exchange Traflic

The Parties agree to interconnect their networks through existing and/or new
facihties hetween their respective switches  The TCG switch, the TCG rouung
point {if any), the PO and USWs switch will be listed for each interconnection
A table ot such interconnections is attached as Attachment A and s incorporated
heremn by reference  Amendments to Attachment A may be made by either Party.
upon 30 days written notice and acceptance by the other Party  Acceptance will
not be unreasonably withheld Such amendments may be made without the need
to renegotiate the terms of the rest of this Agreement

in addition to the interconnection described above, either Party may establish end
office-to-end office or end office-to-tandem or tandem-to-tandem trunk groups
In the case of host-remote end offices. such interconnection

al for origination and termination of Local Exchange Tratlic. shall
; occur at the location of the host or remote. at the option of the
} Panty deploving the host-remote end office. without mileage
charges if the host option is selected. and
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b} for origination and termunation of ItraLATA Toll and Swiiched
Access tratfic, shall occur at the location of the host, with
applicable tanff charges

Such addiional Local Interconnection Trunk Groups will be identified
Attachment A or amendments thereto

Eixed Powys of Interconnection

Each trunk group between pairs of the Parties’ switches and/or routing pomts for
the exchange of Local Exchange, Intrall ATA Toll and jontly provided Swiched
Access Traffic shall be assigned a fixed POl TCG will be responsible for
engineertng its network on its side of the POL  USWC will be responsibie for
engineering the PO frame (if any) and its network onats side of the PO

This Section 1s not intended to linut the Parties’ options to choose the facihties
over which to route their onginated Local Exchange and Intral. ATA Toll Trafhic

Sizing and Stuciure of Inerconngction Facilities,

NOT AGREED
NOT AGREED
Common ¢

The Parties will interconnect their networks using S87 signaling, where available.
as defined in GR-317 and GR-394, including ISDN User Part C'ISUP™) for trunk
signaling and Transaction Capabilities Application Part (*TCAP”) for CCS-based
features in the interconnection of thetr networks and access to databases such as
800 and Line Information Data Base ("LIDB"), where TCG requests such access
from USWC. TCG may establish CCS interconnections with USWC either
dirzctly and/or through a third party The Parties will cooperate in the exchange of
TCAP messages to facilitate full interoperability of CCS-based features between
their respective networks. including all CLASS features and functions. to the
extent each Party offers such features and functions to its own end users Al CCS
signaling parameters, as may be deployed by either Party for s use. will be
provided, mcluding CPN  Neither Panty will be reguired by the other Party to
deploy any CCS signaling parameters not already deploved within its network  All
privacy mdicators will be honored

-3

fanal .- September HPodn




Local Interconuection Trunk Arrangements

3

4

¥
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The Parties shall deliver traffic over the Local Imerconnection Trunk
Group(s} to an access tandem only for those publicly-dialable NPA NXX

codes served by end offices that directly subtend the access tandem or w0
those WSPs that directly subtend the access tandem

Where end office trunking is used, the Parties shall deliver traffic over the
Local Interconnection Trunk Group(s) to an end office only for those
publicly-dialable NPA NXX codes served by that end office

The source for the routing instructions shall be the LERG. when available.
except as specified in Attachment A In any case. USWC will not be
reguired to route calls destined to TCG NXXs via another LEC tandem

Where either Party delivers over the Local Interconnection Trunk Group
miscellaneous calls (i.e.. time, weather, NPA-555, Busy Line
Verify/Interrupt, 976, 900, Mass Calling Codes) destined for the other
Party. it shall defiver such traffic in accordance with the serving
arrangements defined in the LERG

Toll Free Service calls will be routed over appropriate trunks carrying
Switched Access Traffic unless the end office Party performs the SSP
function and the 800 SCP returns an intralL ATA POTS-routable number
and a CIC of 110 In such a case, these calls will be routed over the
appropriate trunk groups carrving Local Exchange or IntralLATA Toll
Traftic. if the POTS-routable number returned is located in one of the
Party's networks

Neither Partv shall terminate Switched Access Traffic over Local
Interconnection Trunks

NI codes{ie. 411, 611 911} shall not be sent between the Parties
networks over the Local Interconnection Trunk Groups

Each Party shall establish procedures whereby 1ts operator bureau will
coordinate with the operator bureau of the other Party in order to provide
BLV/BLVI services on calls between their respective end users  The
Parties will interconnect as follows
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a For TCG:

BLV and BL VI inquities to TCG's operator bureaus shall be routed
using network-routable access codes published in the LERG

b For USWC:
Not Agreed

g Motice of Changes

If a Party makes a change in its network which it believes will materially
affect the interoperability of its network with the other Party, the Party
making the change shall provide at least ninety (90) days advance written
notice of such change to the other Panty.

NOT AGREED

NOT AGREED

The Parties shall share responsibility for all Control Office functions for trunks
carrying Local Exchange and Intral. ATA Toll Traffic, and both Parties shall share

the overall coordination, installation, and maintenance responsibilities for these
trunks and trunk groups.

The end office Party is responsible for all Control Office functions for the Meet
Point trunks, and shall be responsible for the overall coordination, installation. and
maintenance responsibilities for these trunks.

1: - "‘Z:E 21 E w!4§—.

At the time of installation of interconnection trunks, and at no additional charge.

the Parties will cooperatively install and test the trunks  Additionally. TCG and
USWC shall: :
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Cooperatively plan and implement coordinateu repair procedures for the
Meet Point and Local Interconnection Trunks and facilities 1o ensure
trouble reports are resolved in a timely and appropriate manner

Provide trained personnel with adequate and compatible test equipment to
work with each other’s technicians

Notify each other when there 1s any change atfecting the service 1equested.
wncluding the due date

Coordinate and schedule testing activities of thew own personnel. and
others as applicable. to ensure 1ts interconnection trunks/trunk groups are
instalied per the interconnection order, 1o ensure that the trunks/trunk
groups meet agreed-upon acceptance test requirements, and to make
commerciatly reasonable efforts to place the trunks/trunk groups i service
by the due date

Perform sectionalization to determine if a trouble condition 1s located it
facihity or its portion of the interconnection trunks prior to refernng the
trouble to each other

Advise each other’s Control Office if there 1s an equipment falure which
may affect the mterconnection trunks

Provide each other with a trouble reportmg number to a work center that i
staffed 24 hours a day/7 davs a week

Provide to each other test-hine numbers and access to test hnes, including

test-line number that returns answer supervision m each NPA-NXNX opened
by a Party

Based on the network architecture, the Parties agree to the mutual
exchange of test calls to ensure the proper recording of usage records in
each company's switch, where applicable  These tests are repeatable on
demand by either Party upon reasonable notice

Blateral Agreements

NOT AGREED

Fanal - Septanber B e




L Imerconnection Forecasting

twd

The Parties agree that during the first year ol interconnection, jomnt
forecasting and planning meetings will 1ake place no less frequently than
ORCe per quarter

The Parties shall establish joint forecasting responsibilities for traffic
utihzation over trunk groups Intercompany forecast information must be
provided by the Parties to each other four times a vear  The quarterly
forecasts shall include:

a {1) wandem Local Interconnection and Meet Pomt Trunks,

{2)  andem-subtending Local Interconnection and end office
equivalent Meet Point Trunk requirements, and

{3) direct end office interconnection trunks

for a minimum of three {current and plus-1 and plus-2) vears,

b The use of Common Language Location Hdentifier (CLLI-MSG),
which are described in Belleore documents BR 795-100-100 and
BR 795-400-100,

c

A description of major network projects anticipated for the
following six months that could affect the other Party  Major
network projects include trunking or network rearrangements,
shifts in anticipated traffic patterns, or other activities that are
reflected by a significant increase or decrease in trunking demand
for the following forecasting period  This planning will include the
issues of network capacity, forecasting and compensation
calculation, where appropriate

If differences in quarterly forecasts of the Parties vary by more than 24
additional DSO two-way trunks for each Local Interconnection Trunk

Group, the Parties shall meet to reconcile the forecast to within 24 DSO
trunks

1 a trunk group is under 75 percent of centum call seconds (ces) capacity
on a monthly average basis for each month of anv three month period.
either Party may request to resize the trunk group, which resizing will not
be unreasonably withheld If a resizing occurs. the trunk group shall not be

i
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left with less than 25 percent excess capacity In all cases, grade of service
objectives identified below shall be maintained

Each Party shall provide a specified point of contact for planming.
forecasting and trunk servicing purposes

M Interconnec

won Grg

A blocking standard of one half of one percent ( 003) shall be maintamed duning
the average busy hour for final trunk groups carrving jomtly provided Switched

Access traffic between an end office and an access tandem  All other final trunk
groups are 1o be engimeered with a blocking standard of one percent ( 01)

~ Interconnection Deployment

The Parties agree to develop and mmplement engineermg gwndehnes which will
encourage the economic deployment of increasingly robust and diverse
nterconnection between their networks  The Parties agree that these guidehines,
when developed, will form the basis for creation of additional direct trunk groups
to end oflices  The Parties agree to establish these addiional direct trunk groups
to end offices. subject 1o the availability of facilities and trunk equipment. as soon
as the traffic volumes between any two switches or Routing Pomts reaches a total
volume eguivalent to 512 CCS in the busy hour per month for a pentod of two
consecutive months  However, the Parties may choose not to estabhish these
trunks only by mutual agreement

O Interconnection Trunk Servicing

Orders to and from the Parties (o establish, add. change or disconnect trunks shall
be processed by use of an Access Service Request {"ASR™) using an electronic
ordering interface, when available. as the means of transmitting such orders  The
Parties agree to cooperate in the establishment of an electronic interface 10
exchange orders

Orders that compnise 2 major project shalt be submitted at the same tume. and their
implementation shall be jointly planned and coordinated  In this context. major
projects are those that require the coordination and execution of multiple orders or
related activities between and among the Parties” work groups. including but no
limuted to the imual establishment of interconnection trunk groups and service n

an area. NXX code moves, re-homes, facihty grooming. or network
rearrangements
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Protective Controls. Either Party may use protective network traflic
management controls such as 7-digit and 10-digit code gaps on traffic
toward each other's network, when required to protect the public switched
network from congestion due to facility failures, switch congestion or
failure or focused overload. The Parties will immediately noufy each other
of any protective control action planned or executed.

Expansive Controls. Where the capability exists, originating or terminating
waffic reroutes may be implemented by either Party 1o temporarily relieve
network congestion due to facility failures or abnormal calling patterns
Reroutes will not be used to circumvent normal trunk servicing  Expansive
controls will only be used when mutually agreed 1o by the Parties

Mass Calling The Parties shall cooperate and share pre-planning
information regarding cross-network call-ins expected 1o generate large or
focused temporary increases in call volumes, 10 prevent or mitigate the
impact of these events on the public switched network

High Volume Calling Trunk Groups TCG and USWC shall cooperate to
establish separate trunk groups for the completion of calls to high volume
customers such as radio station contest lines

Tariffed Service

Either Party may opt at any time to terminate to the other Party some or all of its
traffic via any tariffed service offered by the other Panty fwithin the terms of the
other Party’s tariff), or any service governed by a contract {within the terms of the
contract) between the two Parties. Any such rearrangements resulting from such
election shall require appropriate notification 1o the other Party, joint planning,
forecasting and project management.

End User Repair Calls

The Parties will educate their respective customers as to the correct telephone
numbers to call in order to access their respective repair bureaus  In the case of
misdirected repair calls, neither Party shall make disparaging remarks about the
other Party, nor shall they use these repair calls as the basis for internal referrals or
to solicit customers to market services, nor shall they initiate any extraneous
communications. bevond the direct referral (if any) to the correct repair telephone
number Either Party may respond with correct information in answering customer

-9
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questions  The Parties will provide their respective repair contact numbers to one
another on a reciprocal basis

S Refeora Serviges

When an end user customer changes from USWC to TCG, or from TCG o
USWC, and does not retain its ongmal telephone number. and the end user
customer {or the customer’s new provider on behalf of the customer) requests
provision of a referral announcement, the Party formerly providing service 1o the
end user will provide a referral announcement on the abandoned telephone
number This announcement will provide the new number to be dialed to reach
this customer  This announcement will be provided for the standard period and on
B the terms specified in each Party's exchange service tanff n effect as of the date
this Agreement is executed

1. NONDISCRIMINATORY ACCESS TO NETWORK ELEMENTS
NOT AGREED
A Links
NOT AGREED
B Transport.

NOT AGREED

NOT AGREED

D Cross Connects

NOT AGREED
E Multuplexng,

NOT AGREED

Nondiscniminatory Access to Databases and Assocated Signaling

NOT AGREED

-10 -
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NOT AGREED

H  BonaFide Request Process,

NOT AGREED

NONDISCRIMINATORY ACCESS TO POLES, DUCTS, CONDUITS AND
RIGHTS OF WAY

NOT AGREED

EMERGENCY SERVICES, DIRECTORY ASSISTANCE ARND OPERATOR
CALL COMPLETION SERVICES (E9-1-1, O-)

A Emergency Services.

I

[

Each Party will cooperate to ensure the seamiess operation of emergency
call networks, including E9-1-1 and 0- emergency calls.

Except as otherwise specified in this Agreement, USWC will provide any
of the services discussed in this Section in accordance with the rates. terms
and conditions of its tariffs

LSWC will permit TCG to interconnect to the USWC E9-1-1 tandems
which serve the areas in which TCG provides exchange services so that
TCG's customers may place calls to Public Safety Answering Points
{"PSAPs™) by dialing 911

TCG and USWC will work cooperatively, including where necessary,
meeting with PSAP operators and/or state, county and municipal

government officials, to explain TCG’s interconnection with the Public
Safety emergency network,

USWC will not use information obtained from TCG in connection with
establishing and maintaining the E9-1-1 databases for any purpose not

directly associated with the operation of the Public Safety emergency
network

<11 -
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USWC . as opetatot of the Automate Locanon Identfier ("ALL") database
will maintamn processes and procedures to receive and process TCG
customer information within two business days  USWC will mamtain an
electronic interface process to permit TCG to elecironically update the AL
database with TCG subscriber information at no charge The Parties
further agree 1o work in industry fora, such as the National Emergency
Numbering Association ("NENA™), to establish an indusiry standard
format for transfer of E-9-1-1 customer records

USWOC will provide to TCG, at no charge, copies of the current Master
Street Address Guides ("MSAGs"). on magneuc 1ape or diskette. tor the
counties m which TCG provides Exchange Service. whenever USWC
recetves an update to the MSAGs  Both Parties agree to work with the
MSAG admamstrator 1o obtain online read-only aceess to the MSAGs as
soon as possible

Upon approval of its requested modification to the nonpublished number
section of its exchange service wanff. USWC will provide TCG wub the
ten-digit subscriber number for each PSAP which sub-tends cach USW(C
E<-1-1 tandem to which TCG s interconnected so that TCG or s
Operator Services comtractor may transfer 0- calls to the PSAP Thes
mformation will be provided to TCG within ten davs of the approval of the
madification to USWC's tanff TCG agrees 1o hold this information in
confidence and will use the formanion solely for the purpose of routing 0-
calls from the TCG Operator Services platform to the PSAPs  In addinon.
LISW{ agrees to provide TCG with updates to this mformation m the same

time frame and manner in which that information 1s provided to USW(C's
Operator Services work centers

L'SWC agrees to provide to TCG. at no charge. Selective Router Tandem
L.ocation maps which define the boundanies served by all
controliers/tandems in the areas where TCG provides Exchange Service
USWC will provide updated maps if and when the maps are changed

Direciory Assistance Listings White Pages

Competnve Local Exchange Carrier Listings Service ("Listings”) consists
of USWC placing the names, addresses and telephone numbers of TCG's
end users i USWC's listing database. based on end user information
provided to USWC by TCG  USWC is authorized to use Listings in
Durectory Assistance and as noted below

- 12 -
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TCG will provide in standard, mechanized format. and USWC wiall accept
at no charge. one pnmary listing for each mam telephone number belongmy
to TCG's end user customers. Primary listings are as defined for USWC
end users in USWC's general exchange tanffs TCG will be charged for
premium listings, (including, but not fimited to. additional. foreign. cross
reference. and informational listings) and privacy listings {including non-
published. non-list, and no solicitation) at USWC s general exchange listing
taniff rates, less applicable wholesale discounts  However, there shall be no
explicit charge to TCG associated with the process of delivening Lisungs
information When utilizing Remote Call Forwarding for local number
portability, TCG can list only one number without charge - either the end
customer’s original telephone number ot the TCG-assigned number

USWC will furnish TCG the Listings format specifications USWC cannont
accept Listings with advance completion dates Large volume activity (¢ g
100 or more listings) on a caption set is considered a project that requires
coordination between TCG and USWC  USWC will process all Lisungs
data received from TCG with the same frequency applicable to USW('s
processing of its own database mformation

TCG grants USWC a non-exclusive license to incorporate Listings
information into USWC's directory assistance database  USWC may use
TCG's Listings and disseminate TCG's Listings to third parties in the
following manner

a Treat the same as USWC's end user listings - No pnior
authorization is needed for USWC to release Listings to directory
publishers or other third parties  USWC will incorporate Listings
snformation in all exssting and future directory assistance
applications developed by USWC  TCG authorizes USWC o sell
and otherwise make Listings available to directory publishers
USWC shall be entitled to retain revenue associated with any such
sales Listings shall not be provided or sold in such a manner as 1o
segregate end users by carner

Upon 60 days notice to USWC. TCG may select to change to the
followmng method for USWC's use of TCG's Listngs and dissemination ot
TCG's Listings to third parties

b Restrict to USWC's directory assistance -- Prior authonzavon
required by TCG for all other uses  TCG makes its own. separate
agreements with USWC, third parties and directory publishers for

-13-
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all uses of s Listings bevond DA USWC will provide Listngs to

directory publishers (including USWC's publisher affiliate), other

s third parties and USWC products only after the third party presents

proof of TCG's authorization  USWC shall be ennitled to charge its

tariffed rates associated with any such transaction, but the Parties

agree to negotiate a division of these revenues in the future

Listings shall not be provided or sold in such a manner as to

segregate end users by carrier

N

5 USWC will make available 1o TCG and 1ts end user customers any specific
directory histing options, including, but not imied 1o, privacy protections,
that are available to USWC's own customers  All such options will be
made available through the electronic data exchange process used by TCG
for Listings

4]

To the extent that state tanfls lmit USWC's hability wath regard to
Listings. the applicable state tarff{s) is incorporated herein and supersedes
the “Luntation of Liabiliy™ Section of this Agreement with respect to
Listings only

7 USWC Responsibilities
a USWC is responsible for maintaming Listings, including enteting,
changing. correcting. rearranging and removing Listings in
accordance with TCG orders  USWC will make commercially
reasonable efforts to ensure Listings wtormauaon provided to
USWC 1s properly processed by USWC i an accurate and corect
manner and agrees to hold TCG harmless for any errors m Listings
nformation processed by USWC  USWUC will accommaodate non-
published and non-listed Listings in the same manner that USWC
accommodates its own customers’ information, provided that TCG

has supphied USWC the necessary privacy indicators on such
Listings

b USWC will include TCG Listings in USWC's Directory Assistance
service to ensure that callers to USWC's Directory Assistance
service have non-discriminatory access to TCG's Listings

< USWC will incorporate TCG Listings provided to USWC in the
white pages directory published on USW(C s behalf TCG's end
user customer histings will be commingled with the end user
customer listings of USWC
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TCG Responsibilities

a TCG will make commercially reasonable efforts to ensure Listings

information provided to USWC is accurate and correct and agrees
to hold USWC harmless for any errors in Listings information
provided to USWC. TCG shall be solely responsible for knowing
and adhering to state laws or rulings regarding Listings and for
supplving USWC with the applicable Listings information

b TCG is responsible for all dealings with, and on behalf of, TCG's

end users, wncluding:

{1)  All end user account activity, e.g end user queries and
complaints.

{2}  All account maintenance activity, e g . additions, changes.
issuance of orders for Listings to USWC

(3)  Determining privacy requirements and accurately coding the
privacy indicators for TCG's end user information  1f end
user information provided by TCG 10 USWC does not
contain a privacy indicator, no privacy restrictions will
apply

USWC will accord TCG’s directory listings information the same level of
confidentiality which USWC accords its own directory listing information

USWC shall ensure that access to TCG’s customer directory information
will be limited solely to those employees who immediately supervise or are
directly involved in the processing or publishing of listings. directory

publication or directory delivery, or in ensuring the accuracy of such
information

USWC will not use TCG directory listings for the marketing of

telecommunications services by its own employees or those of its telephone
operations line of business.

USWC agrees to provide TCG's non-published directory records the same
protection accorded USWC's non-published directory records with respect
10 the sale of directory listings to third parties

18-
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13 The Parties agree USWC will maintam in its processes the ability for TCG

10 ensure the formatting accuracy of the information it transmits to USWC
for inclusion in the Direciory Assistance database Listing format errors
will be returned 1o TCG for correction and a total count of listings recen ed
and accepted will also be provided The Parties will work cooperauvely
through OBF or other industry groups to further define standards o1
transrttal of directory listing informaton

i The Parties will complete operator-assisted calls to each other's networks

2 Additionally. at TCG's request. in conjunction with the provision of
unbranded directory assistance service, USWC will provide caller-optional
directory assistance call completion service which is comparable i every
way to the directory assistance call completion service USWC makes
available to its own end users

CUSTOMER GUIBE IN WHITE PAGES/BILLING FOR ADVERTISING

NOT AGREED (DISCUSSIONS STILL PENDING)

NONDISCRIMINATORY ACCESS TO NUMBER RESOURCES

A

Each Party will comply with Industry Carriers Compatibility Forum ("1CCT™)
Central Office Code Guidelines.

Tnless the FOC adopts rules in accordance with TA 1996 that differ from the
ICCF Central Office Code Administration Guidelines. USWC . where it functions
as Number Administrator, will assign NXX codes to TCG, according to those
Guidelines, on a basis no less favorable than that on which USWC assigns codes to
itself or to any other entity  So long as USWC acts as the Number Admimstrator.

the Parties agree that these Number Admimstrator functions will be provided
without charge

It shall be the responsibility of each Party to program and undate its own switches
and network systems to recognize and route traffic to the other Party s assigned
NXX codes at all imes  Nesther USWC nor TCG shall charge each other for
changes to switch routing software necessitated by the creation. assignment o1
reassignment or activation of NPA or NXX codes
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The Parties will each be responsible for the electronic input of their respective
number assignment information into the LERG.

Each Party shall be responsible, consistent with its existing practices and any
repulatory requirements, for notifying its customers of any changes in numbering

or dialing arrangements, including changes such as the introduction of new NPAs
or new NXX codes.

Vil. NUMBER PORTABILITY

A Interim Number Portability

1 TCG and USWC shall provide remote call forwarding functionality. or

other INP capabilities, to each other at no charge. n accordance with the
provisions of the FCC’s First Report and Order and Further Notice of

Proposed Rulemaking, CC Docket No. 95-116 ("FCT Number Portability
Order™).

2 The costs incurred by TCG and USWC of providing INP shall be

recovered through a broad-based cost recovery mechanisin, as described in
the FCC Number Portability Order  The Parties will work together in
encouraging state commissions to establish such a mechanism

With regard to the division of Switched Access revenues associated with
INP, each Party will bill Switched Access charges for its portion of the call
If the terminating Party is unable to identify the particular 1XC carrving the
forwarded call. the forwarding Party shall provide the necessary
information to permit the terminating Party to issue a bill

JUSWC contends that the state commission should assert jurisdiction
over INP and should set a cost-based rate for the provision of INP.
TCG contends that the FCC Number Portability Order should be
applied to an arbitrated agreement. TCG and USWC agree that if
the FCC Number Portability Order is followed in the arbitration, the
language set forth above should be used.]

B Permanent Number Portability,
1 Unless otherwise determined by the FCC, the Parties will offer PNP 1o
each other in the service territory in which both Parties offer Exchange

Service as soon as technically and operationally feasible The Parties will
complete the transition to PNP i such areas on or before the dates set
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forth in the FCC's Number Portability Order or any modifications to those
Jates

Both Parties will urge the FCC 1o require that any necessary central

databases and other shared facilities should be owned and operated by a
neutral third party.

The Parties agree that Query on Release {("QOR"), in conjunction with
location routing number data for SPNP routing, may be implemented
within their networks, at each Party’s option and consistent with the FCC
Number Portability Order, provided that QOR does not matenially delay the
implementation of PNP beyond the date that an FCC-approved database
architecture for PNP is available if both Parties choose to implement
QOR, then the Parties will exchange, at no charge, any signaling messages
required to enable QOR. functionality between each other’s networks

LOCAL DIALING PARITY

A

The Parties agree that they will provide local dialing parity to cach other and will
permit cach other 10 have nondiscriminatory access to wiephone numbers,
operator services, directory assistance, and directory listings, with no unreasonable
dialing delays. In addition, USWC agrees that it will provide nondiscriminatory
access to such services or information as is necessary to allow TCG to implement
local dialing parity in accordance with the requirements of Section 251(b)(3) of TA

1696

For Local Exchange and IntralLATA Toll Traffic between the Parties, neither
Party’s end user custormers shall be required to dial any access codes or other
special or extra digits to reach the end user customers of the other Panty

RECIPROCAL COMPENSATION ARRANGEMENTS

NOT AGREED

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES AVAILABLE FOR RESALE

NOT AGREED
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Xt  COLLOCATION AND MID SPAN MEETS

A Physical Collocation

NOT AGREED
B Shared Space Collocation
4 NOT AGREED
C Microwave Collocation
NOT AGREED
D POT Bay Engingering
NOT AGREED

E Vinuat Collocation,
NOT AGREED
F Mid-Sipan Meet Arrangements
NOT AGREED
XIL JOINT PROVISION OF WSP ACCESS
NOT AGREED
X1il. MEET POINT BILLING ARRANGEMENTS

NOT AGREED
XIV. LOCAL INTERCONNECTION DATA EXCHANGE FOR BILLING

There are certain types of calls or types of interconnection that require exchange of billing
records between the Parties. including, for example. alternate billed and Toll Free Service
calls The Parties agree that all call types must be routed between the networks,
accounted for, and settled among the parties. Certain calls will be handled via the Parties’
respestive operator service platforms. The Parties agree to utilize. where possible and
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app:opriate, ex sting accounting and settlement systems to bill. exchange records and
settle revenue

A The exchange of billing records for alternate billed calls (e.g . calling card. bill-to-

third. and collect) will be distributed through the existing CMDS processes. unless
otherwise separately agreed 1o by the Parnies

inter-Company Seulements ("ICS") revenues wall be settled through the Calling

Card and Third Number Settlement System (“CATS™)  Each Party will provide

for s own arrangements for participation in the CATS processes. through direct
participation or a hosting arrangement with a direct participant

Non-ICS revenue s defined as collect calls. calling card calls, and billed to third
number calls which origmate on one service provider’s network and ternunate on
another service provider’s network in the same Local Access Transport Area
("LATA"y The Parties agree to negotiate and execute an Agreement within 30
days of the execution of this Agreement for settlement of non-1CS revenue  This
separate arrangement is necessary since existing CATS processes do not permut the
use of CATS for non-1CS revenue. The Parties agree that the CMDS system can
be used to transport the call records for this traffic

Both Parties will provide the approprate call records to the intralL ATA Toll Free
Service Provider, thus permitting the Service Provider to bill its subscribers for the
mbound Toll Free Service  No adjustments to bills via tapes. disks or NDM il
be made without the mutual agreement of the Parties

XV.  AUDIT PROCESS
“Audit shall mean the comprehensive review of
A

data used in the billing process for services performed and faciliies
provided under this Agreement, and

B data relevant to provisioning and maintenance for services performed or

facthuies provided by either of the Parties for nself or others that are simifar
10 the services performed or facilities provided under this Agreement fo
interconnection or access to unbundled elements

The data referred to in subsection (B). above. shall be relevant to anv performance

standards that are adopted in connection with this Agreement. through negotation,
arbitration or otherwise
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This Audit shall take place under the following conditions

A

B

Either Party may request to perform an Audit

The Audit shall occur upon 10 business days written notice by the requesting Party
to the non-regquesting Party.

The Audit shall occur during normal business hours

There shall be no more than one Audit requested by each Party under this
Agreement in any 12-month period

The requesting Party may review the non-requesting Party’s records. books and

documents, as may reasonably contain information relevant to the operation of this
Agreement

The location of the Audit shall be the location where the requested records. books
and documents are retained in the normal course of business

All transactions under this Agreement which are over 24 months old will be
considered accepted and no longer subject to Audn

Each Party shall bear its own expenses occasioned by the Audit, provided that the
expense of any special data collection shall be born by the requesting Panty

The Party requesting the Audit may request that an Audit be conducted by a
mutually agreed-to independent auditor  Under this circumstance, the costs of the
independent auditor shall be paid for by the Party requesting the Audit

In the event that the non-requesting Party requests that the Audit be performed by
an independent auditor, the Parties shall mutually agree to the selection of the

independent auditor Under this circumstance, the costs of the independent auditor
shall be shared equally by the Parties

The Parties agree that if an Audit discloses error(s). the Party responsible for the
error(s) shall. in a timely manner, undenake corrective action for such error(s)

All information received or reviewed by the requesting Party or the independent
auditor in connection with the Audit is to be considered Proprietary Information as
defined by this Agreement. The non-requesting Party reserves the right to require
any non-employee who is involved directly or indirectly in any Audit or the
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resoluton of s findings as described above to execute a nondisclosure agreement
sansfactory to the non-requesting Party

AUDIOTEXT AND MASS ANNOUNCEMENT SERVICES

The Parties agree that access to the audiotext, mass announcement and information
services of each Party should be made available to the other Party upon execution of an
agreement defiming terms for billing and compensation of such calls  Services included in
this category nclude 970 calls. whether flat rated or usage sensitive. mtra-LATA 900

services and other intra-LATA 976-like services  Such calls will be routed over the Local
latercompection Trunks

TCG and USWC will work together in good fuith 10 negotiate and execute the agreement
for miling and compensation for these services within 30 days of the execution of this
Agreement  The Parties agree that thewr separate agreement on audiotext and mass
announcement services will include details concerning the creation. exchange and rating of
records. all of which will occur without any exphicit charge between the Parties. as well as
a process for the handling of uncollectibles so that the onginating Partv does not have amy
responstbility for uncollectibles

Until such time that such an agreement 1s executed. TCG mav choose 1o block such calls
or TCG wall agree 1o back-bill and compensate retroactively for such calls once the
subsequent agreement 1s executed retroactive 1o the effective date of this Agreement

A Usage Sensutive Compensation

Al audiotext and mass announcement calls shall be considered toll calls tor
purposes of reciprocal compensation between the Parties  Compensation will be
paid based on the compensation for toll calls referenced in this Agreement with
respect to reciprocal compensation between the Parties. except that such

compensation shall be paid by the Party terminating the call. rather than the Pary
ortgimating the call

Bulline and Collecuon Compensation

Billing and collection compensation will be dealt with i the agreement referenced
i this section

XVIL MOST FAVORABLE TERMS AND TREATMENT

NOT AGREED
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i XVIHL DISPUTE RESOLUTION AND BINDING ARBITRATION

The Parties agree that in the event of a default or violation hereunder, or for any dispute
| ansing under this Agreement or related agreements the Parties may have in connection
- with this Agreement, the Parties shall first confer to discuss the dispute and seek
I resolution pnor 1o mtiating any dispute resolution action | or before authonzing any

public statement about or authorizing disclosure of the nature of the dispute to any third
party Such conference shall occur at least at the Vice Presudent level for each Party  In
the case of USWC, uts Vice President for InterConnect, or equuvalent officer. shall

' paruicipate in the meet and confer meeting, and TCG Regtonal Vice President. Western
Region, or equivalent officer, shall participate. In the event the Parties cannot resolve the
dispute. they will employ the following procedure.

A Any controversy or claims arising out of or relating to Agreement o1 any breach

hereof. shall be settled by arbitration in accord with the Commercial Arbitiation

Rules of the American Arbitration Association {("AAA”™)  Such arbitration shall be
held in the State where the dispute arises or any other location to which the Parties
agree  Wnitten notice of intent to arbitrate shall be served on the opposing Party at

least twenty (20) business days prior to the filing of such notice at the appropnate
AAA regional office

The Parties agree to request an expedited hearing before the AAA and if the AAA
can arrange such, the hearing shall commence within sixty (60) days of the filing of
the arbitration claim  1f the AAA 1s not able to arrange for the hearing to be held
within sixty (60) days of such filing, then the hearing shall commence on the

AAAs first available date thereafier, but within ninety (90) days of the ongmal
filing of the arbitrauon claim

I C TCG proposed language for {C):

The AAA pane! shall award costs. including reasonable attorneys’ fees. 1o the
successful Party at the conclusion of the hearing  Should any Party refuse to
arbitrate controversies or claims as required by this Agreement, or delays the

~ course of arbitration proceedings bevond the times set. or permitted by the AAA
panel, then such Party shall pay all costs. including reasonable attorneys' fees. of
the other Party. incurred with respect to the entire arbitration and/or hitigation
process. even though such refusing or delaying Party may ultimately be the
successful Party in the arburation and/or litigation

.13.
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XIX.

XX.

USWC proposed language for (C):

Each Party shall bear its own costs and attorneys’ fees, and shall share equally i
the fees and expenses of the arbitrator

D The judgment upon the award rendered may be entered in the highest Court of the
forum capable of rendering such judgment. either State or Federal, having
jurisdiction and shall be deemed final and binding on both of the Parties.

[The above language for Section XVIII is acceptable to both parties, except
for the differences in subsection (C). In addition, USWC requests that the

arbitrator not be allowed to award punitive damages. TCG requests that
this Section remain silent on punitive damages.]

FORCE MAJEURE

Neither Party shall be responsible for delays or failures in performance resulting from acts
or occurrences beyond the reasonable control of such Party, regardless of whether such
delays or failures in performance were foreseen or foresecable as of the date of this
Agreement, including, without imitation fire, explosion, acts of God. war, revolution,
awvil commotion, or acts of public enemies, any law, order, regulation. or ordinance of any
government or legal body. strikes, or delays caused by the other Panty or any other
circumstances bevond the Party’s reasonable control. In such event, the Party affected
shall. upon giving prompt notice to the other Party, be excused from such performance on
a day-to-day basis to the extent of such interference (and the other Party shall likewise be
excused from performance of its obligations on a day-for-day basis to the extent such
Party’s obligations relate to the performance so interfered with) The affected Party shall

act m good faith to avoid or remove the cause of non-performance and both Parties shall
proceed to perform with dispatch once the causes are removed or cease

COMMISSION DECISION

This Agreement shall at all nmes be subject to such review by the Commission or FCC as
permitted by TA 1996 If any such review renders the Agreement inoperable or creates
any ambiguity or requirement for further amendment to the Agreement. the Parties will
negotiate in good faith to agree upon any necessary amendments to the Agreement

XXL TERM OF AGREEMENT

This Agreement shall be effective for a period of years. and thereafter the
Agreement shall continue in force and effect unless and until a new agreement. addressing
all of the terms of this Agreement. becomes effective between the Parties The Parties
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agree 10 comumence negotiations on a new agreement no less than six (6) months before
the end of ______ years after this Agreement becomes effective.

{USWC wants the agreement to be for two years; TCG wants the agreement to be
for three years.}

XXH. EFFECTIVE DATE

This Agreement shall become effective upon approval by the Commission

XXHL AMENDMENT OF AGREEMENT

TCG and USWC may mutually agree to amend this Agreement in writing. Since it
possible that amendments to this Agreement may be needed to fully satisfy the purposes
and objectives of this Agreement, the Parties agree to work cooperatively, promptly and in

good faith to negotiate and implement any such additions, changes and corrections 1o this
Agreement.

XXIV. LIMITATION OF LIABILITY

Except as otherwise provided herein, neither Party shall be liable to the other in
connection with the provision or use of services offered under this Agreement for indirect,
incidental, consequential, special damages, including (without limitation) damages {or lost

profits, regardless of the form of action, whether in contract. indemnity, warranty, strict
hability, or tort.

{The above Janguage is acceptable to both parties. USWC also requests that the

section vefer to punitive damages. TCG requests that this section remain silent on
punitive damages.]

XXV. INDEMNITY
NOT AGREED

XXVIL ASSIGNMENT
NOT AGREED

XXVH. CONTROLLING LAW

This Agreement was negotiated by the Parties in accordance with the terms of TA 1996
and the laws of each of the states where service is provided hereunder 1t shall be
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interpreted so'ely in accordance with the terms of TA 1996 and the applicable state law in
the state where the service is provided.

XXVIL DEFAULY

If either Party believes the other is in breach of the Agreement or otherwise in violation of
taw. it shall first give sixty {60) days’ notice of such breach or violation and an opportunity
for the allegedly defaulting Party to cure. Thereatter, the Parties shall employ the Dispute

Resolution and Arbitration procedures set forth i this Agreement.

XXIX. NONDISCLOSURE

A

Al information, including but not limited to specifications, microfilm, photocopies,
magnetic disks, magnetic tapes, drawings, sketches. models, samples. tools,
techmcal information, data, employee records, maps. financial reponts. and market
data. (1) furnished by one Party to the other Party dealing with customer specilic,
facility specific, or usage specific information, other than customer information
communicated for the purpose of publication of directory database inclusion, or
{11} m written, graphic, electromaguetic, or other tangible form and marked at the
time of delivery as “Confidential” or “Proprietary”, or (i) communicated orally
and declared to the recetving Party at the time of delivery, or by written notice
given 1o the receiving Party within ten {10) days after delivery, to be
“Confidential” or “Proprietary” (collectively referred to as “'Proprictary
Information™), shall remain the property of the disclosing Party. A Pany who
receives Proprictary Information via an oral communication may request written
confirmation that the material is Proprietary Information. A Party who delivers
Proprietary Information via an oral communication may request written

confirmation that the Party receiving the information .nderstands that the material
is Proprietary Information

Upon request by the disclosing Party. the receiving Party shall return all tangible
copies of Proprietary Information, whether written, graphic or otherwise. except
that the receiving Party may retain one copy for archival purposes

Each Party shall keep all of the other Party's Proprietary Information confidential
and shall use the other Party’s Proprietary Information only in connection with this
Agreement Neither Party shall use the other Party's Proprietary Information for

any other purpose except upon such terms and conditions as may be agreed upon
between the Parties in writing,

Unless otherwise agreed. the obligations of confidentiality and non-use set forth in
this Agreement do not apply to such Proprietary Information as
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was at the time of receipt already known to the receiving Party free of any
obligation to keep it confidential evidenced by written records prepared
prior to delivery by the disclosing Party, or

2 is or becomes publicly known throngh no wrongful act of the receiving
Panty; or

Red

is rightfully received from a third person having no direct or indirect
secrecy or confidentiality obligation to the disclosing Party with respect to
such information; or

4 is independently developed by an emplovee, agent, or contractor of the
receiving Party which individual is not involved in any manner with the
provision of services pursuant to the Agreement and does not have any
direct or indirect access to the Proprietary Information; or

5 is disclosed to a third person by the disclosing Party without similar
restrictions on such third person’s rights, or

6. 1s approved for release by written authorization of the disclosing Pany. or

7. is required to be made public by the receiving Party pursuant to applicable
law or regulation provided that the receiving Party shall give sufficient
notice of the requirement to the disclosing Party to enable the disclosing
Party to seek protective orders.

E Effective Date Of This Section. Notwithstanding any other provision of this
Agreement, the Proprietary Information provisions of this Agreement shall apply
to all information furnished by either Party to the other in furtherance of the
purpose of this Agreement, even if furnished before the date of this Agreement

XXX. EXECUTION IN DUPLICATE

This Agreement may be executed in duplicate copies, and, upon said execution, shall be
treated as an executed document.
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XXXL NOTICES

Any notices required by or concerning this Agreemem shall be sent to the Parties at the
addresses shown below

USWC

Mark Reynolds, Director Interconnection Services
1600 7th Ave, Room 3002
Seattle, WA 98191

TCG
Jim Washington, Western Region Vice President

Michae! Morris, Vice President, Regulatory and External Affairs
201 Morth Civie Drive, Suite 210

Walnut Creek, California 94596

Each Party shall inform the other of any changes in the above addresses
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