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Dear Mr. Johnson,

Friends of the Well is a AZ non-profit group that works to protect Montezuma Well National Monument. We work
on many projects with the Park Service in the Monument, but also advocate on issues concerning the protection
of the aquifer that is the source of Montezuma Well.

We have been following the progress of the various hearings concerning MRWC'’s well. We understand that
MRWC was pursuing a loan from WIFA to construct their arsenic removal plant, for which Well #4 would be
necessary. The loan was dependent on MRWC supplying an EID. WIFA had Montezuma Rimrock’s IED
scrutinized by an independent hydrologist and the EPA and both agencies recommended a full EIS be
completed to secure the loan. Since that time MRWC has tried to find a source of private money to complete the.
project. This necessitated a hearing before your commission to ask for an emergency rate increase. ‘

Like the Park Service, we feel a full EIS would provide the data to determine if MRWC’s well #4 would adversely
affect Montezuma Well and could provide a plan for mitigation if necessary. The entire area is of concern
considering the dropping water table in the Verde Formation that is the source for most area wells. We
anticipate future demand will eventually drive the public water companies to drill existing wells deeper into the
Paleozoic formations that are believed to supply the water for Montezuma Well. There is already a public water
well owned by Arizona Water Company that is 1039’ deep. This does access these lower formations. Others will
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no doubt follow suit.

I would also like to point out the significance of Montezuma Well to various Native American tribes in the
Southwest. The Park is affiliated with seven tribes including the Hopi and Yavapai Apache Nation. Both groups
have significant ties to the Well as a spiritual place and have worked in conjunction with FOTW on a Traditional

. Use Garden at the Monument. The Yavapai Apache believe that Montezuma Well is their place of emergence

into the world. Many Hopi Clans trace their ancestors to this place. Damage to the Well would be devastating to
these people.

We urge you {o require an EIS for the project prior to funding.
Thank you for your consideration,
Kayo Parsons-Korn,

President, Friends of the Well
*End of Complaint*
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