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AARP Arizona [aarpaz@aarp.org] on behalf of Fred Valdez [fjvald@hotmail.c 
Thursday, August 25,201 1 1:36 PM 

Please Do Not Raise Our Utilitv Costs. 

Southwest Gas 

In Opposition 
Aug 25, 2011 G O 1  551A-I 0-0458 

Commissioner Gary Pierce 
1208 W. Washington - 2nd F loor  
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

Dear Commissioner Pierce, 

APS and Southwest Gas together  are asking f o r  your approval t o  r a i s e  average residence 
u t i l i t y  costs  more than $165. a year. 

Please do no t  approve the  APS and Southwest Gas requests. 

Now is not  t h e  t ime f o r  an average $165+ a year increase. 
Thousands o f  Arizonans are out o f  work. 
There have been no Soc ia l  Secur i ty  COLA increases f o r  two years. 
The costs o f  food and gasol ine are way up. 
Many Arizonans are s t rugg l i ng  t o  make ends meet. 

Now i s  no t  the  t ime t o  r a i s e  our combined gas and e l e c t r i c  ra tes  f o r  an average residence 
over $100 a year. 

I n  the  l a s t  4 years APS has requested several  r a t e  increases s t a t i n g  i t  would on ly  r a i s e  our 
ra tes  by a few do l la rs ,  The r a t e  increases were f o r  adding equipment power s t a t i o n  etc.  
However 
up a estimated 1000 a year wi th t h e  l a s t  few increases. On a r e t i r e e s  income t h i s  has caused 
many problems I have ra ised a i r  cond i t ion ing  t o  t h e  p o i n t  I have become s i ck  t r y i n g  t o  save 
money on my APS b i l l  because o f  t he  heat. I ' m  d isabled and dependent on my smal l  income.1 
have t o  cu t  back o f  
approve t h e  r a t e  increases, t h e i r  a re  many o f  us senior  c i t i z e n s  who can not  a f f o r d  these 
contiuned r a t e  increases. 
Thank you. 

APS has made major p r o f i t s  from r a t e  i n  increases. While my r a t e  increases have gone 

on groceries, drugs I need f o r  my medical condi t ions.  Please do no t  

I ' m  count ing on you, as an e lected Commissioner. 

Please vote NO on the  requests t o  r a i s e  our ra tes  an average o f  more than $165 a year. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 


