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Chairman Pierce and Commissioners,

I submit the following comment for the record on the Mohave Cooperative Waste to Energy case.
My comments are in opposition to the proposed incinerator.

First, the definition of renewable energy should not include energy derived from burning
municipal garbage, nor should an incinerator qualify for REST credits. Doing so would send
a clear and unequivocal message to true renewable energy companies, such as solar electric
and thermal panel manufacturers, that Arizona is not really committed to a clean energy
economy and supporting true renewable energy industries. Why wouldn't those companies
relocate their factories and jobs to states that are committed to renewable energy and a
sustainable future?

It is ironic that the incinerator will be non-renewable in at least two significant ways. We
have yet to hear in the evidentiary hearing how this incinerator will be powered - with coal
or gas or some other non renewable fossil fuel? That fuel will be needed to burn the
garbage (biogenic or not): combustion is a one way process, not a renewable process. Why are
we even kidding ourselves that this is equivalent to a solar or wind project?

Second, as a resident and property owner in Phoenix, I am appalled that the Commission would
allow what staff described as an "experiment" to be undertaken in population dense Maricopa
County. I do not appreciate being a guinea pig for a yet to be fully revealed process,
operated by a company that has never run such a facility that will create a veritable soup of
pollutants and toxics that will further contaminate the air and water. Just how does the
commission plan to explain to the citizens why a major polluting facility in Maricopa County
is preferable to and should be treated the same as true clean, renewable solar or wind energy
projects in Mohave County? It makes no sense. I predict this project will generate the same
heat and public uproar as did the Ensco proposal years ago.

Third, incinerators do not eliminate or recycle municipal waste, they just convert the
garbage into a more condensed and toxic waste substance that still has to be placed in a

landfill. Far better to find ways to reduce the overall garbage stream and recycle, compost
or reuse that which cannot be eliminated.

There is no justification for allowing REST credits to be allocated to this project. There
is no justification to subject the citizens of Maricopa County to the long term pollutants
and toxics that will be produced by this incinerator. This project should not go forward.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit my comments,

Joni Bosh
Phoenix

Arizona Corporation Commission
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