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C O M P A N Y :  H u a l a p a i  V a l l e y  S o l a r  L L C A G E N D A  I T E M  N O .  1 7

D O C K E T  N O .  L - 0 0 0 0 0 N N - 0 9 - 0 5 4 1 - 0 0 1 5 1 O P E N  M E E T I N G  D A T E :  1 0 / 2 0 / 1 0

M A Y E S  P R O P O S E D  A M E N D M E N T  1  t o  S a m p l e  O r d e r  N o .  2

P a g e  2 ,  l i n e  7 ,  I N S E R T  n e w  l a n g u a g e  t o  d e l e t e  C o n d i t i o n  N o .  4  o n  t h e  C E C  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  P o w e r
P l a n t  a n d  L i n e  S i t i n g  C o m m i t t e e  o n  F e b r u a r y  1 2 ,  2 0 1 0 .

P a g e  2 ,  l i n e  8 ,  I N S E R T  A d d i t i o n a l  D i s c u s s i o n  a n d  N e w  C o n d i t i o n :  " T h o u g h  w e  a r e  s u p p o r t i v e

o f  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h i s  C E C  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  C o n c e n t r a t i n g  S o l a r  P r o j e c t  ( " C S P " ) ,  w h i c h  w i l l

p r o v i d e  r e l i a b l e  r e n e w a b l e  e n e r g y  t o  S o u t h w e s t e r n  c o n s u m e r s ,  w e  a r e  a l s o  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e
a m o u n t  o f  g r o u n d w a t e r  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p o w e r  t h e  p r o j e c t .  A l t h o u g h  A p p l i c a n t  h a s

m a d e  a n  e f f o r t  t o  s e c u r e  e f f l u e n t  f r o m  t h e  C i t y  o f  K i n g m a n ,  I n t e w e n o r s  B e n s u s a n  a n d  B a y e r
h a v e  m a d e  a  c o m p e l l i n g  a r g u m e n t  i n  t h e i r  t e s t i m o n y  a n d  c r o s s  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  w i t n e s s e s  t h a t
C o n d i t i o n  N o .  4  i n  t h e  C E C  d o e s  n o t  p r o v i d e  a  f a i l s a f e  m e a n s  o f  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l
u s e  p r i m a r i l y  e f f l u e n t ,  r a t h e r  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  d e v e l o p e r s  w i l l  m a k e  e v e r y  " r e a s o n a b l e "  e f f o r t  t o

m i t i g a t e  t h e  u s e  o f  g r o u n d w a t e r  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  C o n d i t i o n  4  o n l y  m a n d a t e s  t h e  u s e
o f  e f f l u e n t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  i t  i s  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  b y  t h e  C i t y  o f  K i n s m a n  a n d  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  i t

c a n  b e  m o v e d  b y  t h e  A p p l i c a n t  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  l o c a t i o n .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h i s  l a n g u a g e  l e a v e s  f a r  t o o

m u c h  t o  c h a n c e .  I n d e e d ,  u n d e r  t h e  e x i s t i n g  C E C  a n d  t h e  A p p l i c a n t ' s  o w n  e s t i m a t e s ,  t h e  p r o b  e t
c o u l d  u s e  u p  t o  3 , 0 0 0  a c r e  f e e t  o f  g r o u n d w a t e r  p e r  y e a r  i n  a n  a r e a  t h a t  i s  k n o w n  f o r  i t s  a r i d i t y

a n d  w a t e r  s c a r c i t y .  I n t e r v e n o r  B e n s u s a n  e s t i m a t e s  t h e  g r o u n d w a t e r  w i t h d r a w a l s  c o u l d  c l i m b

m u c h  h i g h e r .

H o w e v e r ,  e v e n  m o r e  c o m p e l l i n g  t o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  t h e  r e c e n t  t r e n d  b y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  a n d
f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  t o w a r d  e n c o u r a g i n g  a n d  e v e n  r e q u i r i n g  d r y  o r  h y b r i d  c o o l i n g  t e c h n o l o g y  f o r
t h e r m a l  p l a n t s .  A s  n o t e d  i n  S t a f f s  l i t e r a t u r e  r e v i e w ,  a n d  b y  I n t e r v e n o r  B e n s u s a n ,  d r y  c o o l i n g  i s  a
t e c h n o l o g y  f o r  t h e r m a l  p o w e r  p l a n t s  t h a t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  e n e r g y  d e v e l o p e r s ,  a n d  w i l l  b e

u s e d  b y  C S P  d e v e l o p e r s  i n  b o t h  N e v a d a  a n d  C a l i f o r n i a ,  w h e r e  d e s e r t  c o n d i t i o n s  l e d  t h e  p r o j e c t

d e v e l o p e r s  a n d  r e g u l a t o r s  t o  c h o o s e  t h e  m o r e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s e n s i t i v e  c o o l i n g  t e c h n o l o g y .
A p p l i c a n t s  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  d r y  c o o l i n g  w o u l d  m a k e  i t s  p r o j e c t  p r o h i b i t i v e l y  e x p e n s i v e ,  b u t
c i t e  t o  n o  e v i d e n c e  o r  r e a s o n  w h y  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  u n a b l e  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  p l a n t  u t i l i z i n g  d r y  o r
h y b r i d  c o o l i n g  t e c h n o l o g y  a t  a  t i m e  w h e n  m o s t  s i m i l a r l y  s i t u a t e d  C S P  p l a n t s  t h a t  e i t h e r  h a v e  o r



are undergoing siting review have chosen to move forward with this technology. Moreover,
while the Parties' estimates of price premiums associated with dry or hybrid cooling vary, the
range of price premiums associated with this technology would appear to be within 3 and 8
percent, an amount we believe is a reasonable tradeoff for the conservation of Mohave County's
groundwater supplies. Additionally, we note that Applicant has not yet signed a Power Purchase
Agreement with a utility, which will allow the Applicant to prospectively price the HVS energy
product in a way that is inclusive of the slightly more expensive dry or hybrid cooling
technology.

For the reasons cited above, the Commission adds the following new condition: The Applicant
shall utilize all available effluent supplies from the City of Kinsman from its Hilltop Wastewater
Treatment Plant ("WWTP"), and to the degree that Applicant is unable to procure enough
effluent for operation of the entire HVS project, Applicant should utilize dry or hybrid cooling
technology in the construction of its facilities as a condition of receiving this CEC. The
Applicant cannot operate the plant using groundwater for cooling. If the Applicant determines
that not enough effluent will be available for the operation of the plant without using
groundwater, it may proceed with construction of the plant using dry or hybrid cooling
technology."

Make all conforming changes.


