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without asserting a position on the ROO itself, I would like to point out a technical misunderstanding or
misrepresentation regarding the use of energy storage on an electric distribution network.
in the Interveners' Exception to the ROO docketed on June 10, as well as in previous filings, several alternatives
to the 69kV line have been suggested, including a MW solar array combined with MW storage.
In a grid-tied installation, it makes little sense to combine solar PV and storage technology when the problem is
an over-capacity distribution feeder. This is a common misperception. Load profiles for the V7 feeder show it
has far more capacity than is needed during much of the day. indeed, this is the nature of power distribution.
Storage capacity is essentially a load shifting technology -- the battery charges when loads are low and
discharges when loads are high. If storage technology were determined to be a viable option, there is more than
adequate power available on the feeder to charge the storage between peaks, without the need for additional
energy from a PV array.
Solar production offers other benefits, but does little to solve a distribution line capacity problem. in my opinion,
this was a fundamental misunderstanding throughout the 69kV debate.
I cannot speak to the cost of a storage-based solution but there's no doubt this technology alone could
substantially reduce peak loading on the V7 line.
David Butler, President
Optimal Building Systems, LLC
Sierra vista, Arizona
*End of Complaint*
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Opinion Docketed.
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