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IN THE MATTER OF QWEST
CORPORATIONS COMPLIANCE WITH DOCKET NO. RT-00000F-02-0271
SECTION 252(e) OF THE

TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 1996

IN THE MATTER OF U S WEST
COMMUNICATIONS, INC.”S COMPLIANCE | DOCKET NO. T-00000A-97-0238
WITH § 271 OF THE

TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 1996.

QWEST CORPORATION’S RESPONSE TO STAFF’S MOTION FOR AN
EXTENSION OF TIME

On November 27™, 2002 the Arizona Corporation Commission Staff (the “Staff”)

filed a Motion to extend the time for filing of its Direct Testimony and Exhibits in the
above-referenced proceeding. By Procedural Order dated November 7, 2002,
Administrative Law Judge Rodda ordered that Staff file its Direct Testimony and
Exhibits on or before January 3, 2003. Unless the Commission determines that the
enforcement portion of this proceeding may proceed separately from the 271 phase,
Qwest Corporation (“Qwest”) opposes Staff’s Motion.

Qwest respectfully requests that Staff’s Motion for an Extension of Time to |
comply with the Commission Procedural Order of November 7, 2002 be denied, unless
the Commission determines after oral argument that it will allow the 252(e) proceed to

proceed separately from Qwest’s 271 application.



1. Background

The testimony filing for which Staff seeks an extension is scheduled to be filed in
the proceeding the Commission has established for evaluating the nature and extent of
any Qwest violations of Section 252(e) of the Federal Act. This proceeding will also
determine what, if any, enforcement penalties should be imposed by the Commission as a
result. As Qwest has emphasized repeatedly, prompt resolution of all pending
proceedings deemed necessary for the Commission to conclude the 271 process is
essential, not only for Qwest, but for Arizona consumers to enjoy the substantial benefits
of increased competition in Arizona’s intrastate long-distance market. In its November 70
Order, the Commission determined that the 252(e) enforcement proceeding must be
resolved prior to any Commission resolution of Qwest’s 271 application.! Given this
linkage, any delay caused by Staff’s extension request will lead to substantial, and
unnecessary, additional delay in the Commission’s final evaluation of Qwest’s 271
application.

2. Staff Provides No Basis For Its Untimely Motion

Staff provides no rationale whatsoever in its Motion for an extension, merely
stating that “Staff requires additional time to prepare” its testimony in this proceeding.
Staff’s Motion was filed almost three weeks after the November 7™ Order, and prior to
Qwest’s filing of its initial testimony on December 2nd. Staff’s requested extension
would delay the filing of Responsive testimony for Staff (and presumably other
interveners) until January 17", the date originally set in the procedural Order for Qwest to

file its Rebuttal testimony. Were the Commission to move back proportionately all other

' Qwest’s Motion for Reconsideration of this Commission decision is scheduled for oral argument on
December 13, 2002, The Commission will also consider Staff’s Motion for an Extension and RUCO’s
Motion to Compel and Motion for an Extension.



relevant procedural dates, Qwest’s Rebuttal testimony would be filed on January 31,
2003, with the Procedural Conference slipping to February 6™, 2003. Hearings in this
proceeding would not commence until February 12", 2003 at the earliest.

The Commission commenced its inquiry into Qwest’s compliance activities
related to Section 252(e) of the Act on March 8, 2002. Staff’s unsupported extension
request would probably push back resolution of this Commission proceeding until Mid-
May 2003. Unless the Commission reconsiders its decision to defer resolution of Qwest’s
271 application until after the 252(e) proceeding is closed, this Commission would not
vote on Qwest’s 271 application until June 2003, almost 3 % hears after the application
was filed and fifteen months after the Commission began its investigation into Qwest
252(e) agreements. This schedule assumes further delays are not sought for any reason by
other parties, and that RUCO’s recent Motion seeking an extension of time in this
proceeding beyond that requested by Staff is not granted. Quite simply, judicial economy
dictates that at some point reasonable boundaries be placed on the ability of parties to
unnecessarily delay Commission resolution of this proceeding. Rejection of the instant
motion would be an appropriate step toward such a result.

For all of the forgoing reasons, Qwest respectfully requests that Staff’s Motion for
an Extension of Time to comply with the Commission Procedural Order of November 7,

2002 be denied, unless the Commission determines after oral argument that it will allow




the 252(e) proceed to proceed separately from Qwest’s 271 application.
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