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Isabelle Salgado
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Roshka DeWulf & Patten, PLC
One Arizona Center
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Mark A. DiNunzio
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Phoenix, Arizona 85004-4429

17

Jeffrey Crockett
Bradley S. Carroll

19 Snell & Wilmer, LLP
One Arizona Center

20 | Phoenix, Arizona 85004

18
Arizona Payphone Association
c/o Gary Joseph
Sharenet Communications
4633 West Polk Street
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5 Rex Knowles
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20 I Phoenix, Arizona 85004

21 Scott s. Wakefield

22

23

Ridenour, Hienton & Lewis, PLLC
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1 Q- Please state your name, occupation, and business address.

2

3

4

My name is Wilfred Shard. I am a Public Utility Analyst Manager employed by the

Arizona Corporation Commission ("ACC" or "Commission") in the Utilities Division

("Staff"). My business address is 1200 West Washington Street, Phoenix, Arizona 85007.

5

6 Q- Did you previously file Direct Testimony and Reply Testimony in this proceeding?

7 Yes.

8

9 Q, What is the scope of Staff's Rejoinder Testimony in this ease?

10

11

12

The purpose of the Staffs Rejoinder Testimony is to address an issue that Staff believes

could result in a change to its recommendation regarding Arizona Local Exchange Carrier

Association ("ALECA") members' intrastate access rates.

13

14 Q~ What information does Staff Data Request 3.2 request?

15

16

17

18

Staff Data Request 3.2 requests information related to the amount (annually) for each of

ALECA's members that would be recoverable through Arizona Universal Service Fund

("AUSF") for reductions in switched access charges, assuming the ALECA proposal is

accepted by the Commission, and assuming each of the following:

a reduction in intrastate access rates to the company's interstate access rates;19
20
21
22
23
24

a reduction in each company's intrastate rates to Qwest Corporation's ("Qwest's")
intrastate access rates, and

C, the elimination of the CCL component of the company's intrastate access charges.

25

26

27

Q- Would you please describe the issue that Staff would like to address in its Rejoinder

28

29

A.

A.

A.

A.

A.

A.

Testimony?

During the course of this proceeding, Staff has been operating under the assumption that

the ALECA members' individual company interstate access charge rates were lower than

B.

I

I
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1

2

3

4

5

Qwest's current intrastate access charge rates. In its Confidential Supplemental Response

to Staff Data Request STF 3.2 (a.), ALECA's information indicates that some carriers'

interstate access charge rates are higher than Qwest's intrastate access charge rates.

However, ALECA responded to a subsequent Staff inquiry, that it did not have

meaningful data for some of its members.

6

7

8

Q- Why is this a concern to Staff?

Staff' s current recommendation is that ALECA members' intrastate rates be reduced to

9 Qwest's intrastate rates. Staff" s recommendation is based on the victim that this is a

10

11

12

13

reasonable step in the move toward consistency with interstate rates. As stated previously,

Staff has been operating under the assumption that the ALECA members' individual

company interstate access charge rates were lower than Qwest's current intrastate access

charge rates. Other parties to this proceeding may also have been operating under this

14 incorrect assumption.

15

16 Q-

17

18

Is Staff continuing to investigate whether individual ALECA members' interstate

access charge rates exceed Qwest current intrastate access charge rates?

Yes. Staff is continuing to investigate this matter and conduct additional discovery.

19

20 Q-

21

22

23

Given the potential for an ALECA member's rates to be less than its interstate rates

if the Commission Orders that its rates be set at Qwest's intrastate rates, does Staff

have any modification to its recommendation regarding the level at which ALECA

members' access charge rates ought to be set?

24 Yes .

25

26

A.

A.

A. Staff viewed its recommendation as a reasonable step in the move toward

consistency with interstate rates. If an ALECA member's interstate access charge rates

are higher than Qwest's intrastate access charge rates, Staff recommends that its intrastate
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I

1

2

3

4

rates should be reduced to the level of its interstate access charge rates. Stated differently,

Staff recommends that each ALECA 1nember's intrastate access charge rates be reduced

to the higher of its interstate access charge rates or Qwest's current intrastate access

charge rates .

5

6

7

Q~ Does this conclude your Rejoinder Testimony?

Yes, it does.

I

I

A.

I


