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DEC 1 6 2003
Mr. Marc Spitzer, Chm.
Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 w. Washington
Phoenix, Az 8500?

J

Dear Mr. Spitzer,

Thank you very much for your reply and explanations regarding my previous letter
to the Commission stating our concerns the Starlight Water
Co. rate increase issue. It is always gratifying, as the little guy", to learn that
our elected officials are aware of and responsive to our needs and concerns.

and questions in
l l

We would very much appreciate your continued attention to the questions which
were raised and especially to the upcoming audit of the Starlight Water Co. and
the sales to the Pine-Strawberry area. We will expect to hear from you in
regards to this issue. The situation has been made quite vivid to us with the
conflagrations currently going on in California, knowing that we could be in a
similar situation with the bark beetle inroads and an inability to stem that due to
the very high water rates.
owners
creating "defensible space on their properties.

We continue to work diligently with our property
in educating them to the necessity of thinning, trimming, raking, and

I would like to bring two other items to your attention:

1. Attached is a compilation of water rates in Northern AZ as well as
other parts of the state. As you can see, we have by far the highest
rates, which is still very hard to accept.

The Starlight Water Co. serves six (6) subdivisions in the area with
the following numbers of lots:

Starlight Pines : 613 lots
Starlight Pines Ranchettes = 125 lots
Pine Canyon : 245 lots
Blue Ridge Estates = 193 lots
Timber Ridge Ranches = 16 lots
Tamarron = 385 lots

Total # of lots = 1577

2.

Of these, only Starlight Pines and the Ranchettes are "sold out"
and basically out of the hands of the developers. The others have
water line and fire hydrant infrastructure in place, with the exception
of Tamarron which is being developedat present.
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We do not know how many water meters are in use in these other
developments, thus giving a number of actual users, but a brief
survey indicates approximately 20-25%. In Starlight Pines, under
half are metered. The actual number of people paying the bills for all
of this is relatively small - mainly the full time and half-time
residents. Full-timeoccupied residences are approximately 8
total in all of the subdivisions. Many have ggtull-time people. This
is out of the previously mentioned 1577 lots.

I
I

I
)

I

~ls there any provision in the ACC regulations or Az law that would
provide for an annual fee for "availability of water to the property"
that would help to provide for upkeep to the water system and fire
hydrants. even though a residence is not on the property? All
property owners benefit from the presence and potential use and
safety features of the water system, yet the cost is born only by the
metered rate payers. i

l

I would appreciate your answers to these concerns and questions. All of the
information received is passed along to our property owners and helps them to
better understand and cope with the decisions made by the Acc.

Again, thank you for your previous reply, and I look forward to hearing from you
in the near future. i

Sincerely,

Paula D. Yeary, Chm.
Fire Safety Education Committee
HC 31 _ Box 1325
Happy Jack, AZ 86024
928-477-3052 (h)
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