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Dear Mr. Watson:

This memo is being submitted to the Arizona Corporation Commission (ACC) as an application to request an upgrade to
an existing Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad (BNSF) crossing, on behalt of the City of El Mirage.

1.

Location of Crossing

1.

The Dysart & Thunderbird Intersection project includes improvements of Dysart Road (DOT #025-703Y) and
Thunderbird Road (DOT #025-704F) to a 9-lane section with raised medians. The BNSF crosses the intersection
west and north of existing intersection.

Why the crossing is needed

iii.

The at-grade railroad crossing at Dysart Road and Thunderbird Road is existing. This is a roadway improvement
project to widen the existing roadway at the railroad intersection.

Why the Exisitng Crossing Cannot be Grade Separated

With the proposed improvements to Dysart Road and Thunderbird intersection, the location of the at-grade
crossing remains unchanged. A grade separation would have the following undesired consequences: 1) there are
several utilities in this intersection that cannot support 30 feet of additional embankment needed for a grade-
separated crossing. 2) Existing businesses would lose driveway access from fill. 3) There is insufficient right-of-
way to accommodate 30 feet high embankment slopes along both Dysart road and Thunderbird Road.

The warning devices for all approaches included in the design are as follows: gates with flashing lights will be
installed in medians and outside the roadway near sidewalk or curb; cantilever flashing railroad signals will be
installed outside the roadway near the sidewalk; railroad crossing warning signs will be placed per MUTCD, Part

BNSF will own and maintain crossing warning devices and crossing surface. The City of E1 Mirage will own and
maintain the approaching surface, signing and movement markings of Thunderbird Road and Dysart Road.

1v. Type of Warning Devices to be Installed

& standards; and wayside horns.
\2 Who will Maintain the Crossing Warning Devices
Vi. Who is Funding the Project

City of El Mirage and City of Surprise are funding this project.
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Wood, Patel & Associates, inc.
2051 West Northern, Suite 1004 Phoenix, Arizona 85021
Phone: (502) 335-8500 ¢ Fax: (602) 335.8580
E-Mail: woodpatel@woodpatel.com
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