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DATE: March 27, 1998

RE: IN THE MATTER OF THE COMMISSION'S OWN MOTION TO ESTABLISH THE
COMMISSION WATER TASK FORCE (DOCKET no. W-00000C-98-0153)

Federal environmental initiatives such as the Safe Drinking Water Act have
substantially increased the cost of supplying potable water to consumers. Increased costs require
that the water providers and the Commission search for new efficiencies and streamlined
regulatory processes in order to help keep these increased costs to a manageable level. These
new efficiencies may be found in the operation of the companies themselves as well as with the
state agencies which regulate such water companies.

The Commission as the regulatory body with the longest history and the primary
responsibility over private water companies should take the lead in seeking a coordinated
solution to the problems of small private water companies.

The attached order provides for the Commission to arrange for the formation of the
Commission Water Task Force (Task Force). The Task Force will provide a forum for
representatives of regulatory agencies, water providers and water consumers to address issues
effecting the delivery of affordable, safe drinking water to the ratepayers of Commission
regulated water companies.

l~-r.W~A»vws»d
Ray T. Williamson
Acting Director
Utilities Division
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1 BEFORE THE ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMISSION

2 JIM IRVIN
Commissioner - Chairman

3 RENZ D. JENNINGS
Commissioner

4 CARL J. KUNASEK
Commissioner

5

6 IN THE MATTER OF THE COMMISSION'S
OWN MOTION TO ESTABLISH THE

7 COMMISSION WATER TASK FORCE

)
)
)
)
)

DOCKET NO. W-00000C-98-0153

DECISION NO.

ORDER8

9 Open Meeting
April 6 and 7, 1998

10 Phoenix, Arizona

11 BY THE COMMISSION:

1 2

1 3

1 4

FINDINGS OF FACT

A steady supply of potable drinking water for customers is essential.

Conservation of this essential resource is critical to ensuring a sustained supply in the

15 state.

16

17 substantially increased the cost of supplying potable water to consumers.

18 4. Increased costs require that the water providers and the Commission search for new

19 efficiencies and streamlined regulatory processes in order to help keep these increased costs to a

Federal environmental initiatives in the form of the Safe Drinking Water Act have

20 manageable level.

5.2 1

22 we ll a s  with  the  s ta te  a ge nc ie s  which  re gula te  s uch  wa te r com pa nie s .

C O NC LUS IO NS  O F  LAW

These new efficiencies may be found in the operation of the companies themselves as

23

24 1. The Arizona Corporation Commission (Commission) as the regulatory body with the

25 longest history and the primary responsibility over private water companies should take the lead in

26 seeking a coordinated solution to the problems of small private water companies.
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I 1 The  Commis s ion s hould a rra nge  for the  forma tion of the  Commis s ion Wa te r Ta s k

2 Force  (Ta s k Force ) for me e tings  be twe e n the  re pre s e nta tive s  of the  re gula tory a ge ncie s , the  wa te r

3 provide rs  a nd wa te r cons ume rs  in orde r to a ddre s s  the s e  is s ue s .

4 3. In orde r to fa cilita te  the  us e fulne s s  of the  Ta s k Force , it s hould be  limite d in s ize , e ve n

5 though it s ha ll be  re pre s e nta tive  of the  va rious  s ta ke holde rs .

6 ORDER

7 THEREFORE, IT IS  ORDERED tha t S ta ff s ha ll coordina te  the  cre a tion of the  Commis s ion

8 Wa te r Ta s k Force .

9 IT IS  FURTHER ORDERED tha t this  Ta s k Force  s ha ll cons is t of one  public  re pre s e nta tive

10 tha t is  a  cus tomer of a  Commis s ion regula ted Clas s  A or B s ize  wa te r s ys tem, one  public repres enta tive

ll tha t is  a  cus tome r of a  Commis s ion re gula te d Cla s s  C, D or E s ize  wa te r s ys te m, one  ce rtifie d ope ra tor

12 (non-owne r) of a  Commis s ion re gula te d wa te r s ys te m, one  wa te r s ys te m re pre s e nta tive  of a  Cla s s  A

13 or B wa te r company, one  repre s enta tive  of a  Cla s s  C, D or E wa te r company, one  repre s enta tive  of the

1 4  Arizo n a  De p a rtm e n t o f Wa te r R e s o u rc e s ,  o n e  re p re s e n ta tive  o f th e  Arizo n a  De p a rtm e n t o f

15 Environme nta l Qua lity, one  re pre s e nta tive  of the  Ce ntra l Arizona  Wa te r Cons e rva tion Dis trict a nd two

16 re pre s e nta tive s  of the  Utilitie s  Divis ion S ta ff (S ta ff).

17 IT IS  FURTHER ORDERED tha t a ll the  a bove  s ha ll be  a ppointe d by the  Cha irma n of the

18 Commis s ion (Cha irma n) from a  lis t of inte re s te d pe rs ons .

19 IT IS  FURTHER ORDERED tha t the  Cha irma n s ha ll a ppoint one  of the  two S ta ff me mbe rs

20 a s  Cha irpe rs on of the  Ta s k Force .

2 1 IT IS  FURTHER ORDERED tha t the  Cha irma n ma y a ppoint a dditiona l me mbe rs  to the  Ta s k

22 Force  a s  he  deems  appropria te  and neces s a ry.

23 IT IS  FURTHER ORDERED tha t pe rs ons  (othe r tha n S ta ff) wis hing to be  on the  a bove  lis t

24 s ha ll s ubmit the ir name , addre s s , te lephone  number, and whom they wis h to repre s ent to the  Cha irman

25 by Ma y 1 , 1998 .

26 IT IS  FURTHER ORDERED tha t the  proce e dings  of the  Ta s k Force  s ha ll be  ope n to  the

27  pub lic .

28 IT IS  FURTHER ORDERED tha t S ta ff sha ll be  re spons ible  for dra fting a  report of the  Task

2.

De cis ion No.
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BY URDER OF THE ARIZONA CORPORATION coMMIs s Ion

COMMIS S IONER COMMIS S IONER

IN WITNES S  WHEREOF, 1, J ACK ROS E, Exe cutive
Secre tary of the  Arizona Corpora tion Commission, have
hereunto, set my hand and caused the official seal of this
Commiss ion to be  a ffixe d a t the  Ca pitol, in the  City of
Phoenix, this da y of , 1998.

1 Force  a t the  conclus ion of its  proceedings .

2 IT IS  FURTHER ORDERED tha t this  De cis ion sha ll be come  e ffe ctive  imme dia te ly.
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5  COMMIS S IONER - CHAIRMAN
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14 DISSENT:
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JACK ROS E
Executive  Secre ta ry
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