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8

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF
SONOITA VALLEY WATER COMPANY FOR AN
EMERGENCY RATE INCREASE.

PROCEDURAL ORDER
9

BY THE COMMISSION:
1 0
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On November 14, 2007, Sonoita Valley Water Company ("SVWC" or "Company") filed an

12 application with the Arizona Corporation Commission ("Commission") for emergency rate relief.

By Procedural Order dated November 24, 2007, the Hearing Division scheduled a Procedural

Conference to commence on December 11, 2007, for the purpose of discussing a schedule and the

procedures to govern the conduct of the proceeding. The Procedural Conference convened as

scheduled, with the Company and Staff participating.

Pursuant to A.A.C. R14-3-101, the Commission makes the following orders governing the1 7

18 prepara tion and conduct of this  matte r.

IT IS  THEREFORE ORDERED tha t a he a ring to de te rmine  if an emergency exis ts  pursuant

20 to  Attorne y Ge ne ra l Opinion No. 71-17 a nd if a n e me rge ncy incre a s e  s hould be  gra nte d, s ha ll

1 9

2 1

22

comme nce  on J a n u a ry 14, 2008, a t 10:00 a .m., or a s  s oon the re a fte r a s  is  pra ctica l, a t the

Commiss ion's  office s , Room 222, 400 West Congress Stree t, Tucson, Arizona  85701.

IT IS  FURTHER ORDERED tha t the S ta ff Re p o rt a nd/or a ny te s timony a nd a s socia te d

24 exhibits  to be  presented a t hearing on behalf ofS ta ff sha ll be  reduced to writing and filed on or be fore

23

25 noon on January 7, 2008.

26

27

28

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that SVWC shall file its Response to the Staff Report or Staff

testimony by noon on January 11, 2008, however, failure to file a written response will not preclude

the Company from presenting its response verbally at the hearing.

S/H/J a ne /Po/OSC/Sonoita  Va lle y e me rge ncy PO 2 s e ts he a ring 1

E.
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IT IS  FURTHER ORDERED tha t S VWC s hall mail a  copy of the  notice  as  s e t forth  here in

to a ll of its  cus tomers  on or before  December 31, 2007.
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P UB LIC  NO TIC E  O F  THE  HE AR ING  O N
S O NO ITA VALLE Y WATE R  C O MP ANY R E Q UE S T F O R  AN

E ME R G E NC Y R ATE  INC R E AS E
DOCKET NO. W-20435A-07-0649

S onoita  Va lle y Wa te r Compa ny ("Compa ny") ha s  re que s te d the  Arizona  Corpora tion
Commis s ion ("Commis s ion") to  de te rmine  if a n e me rge ncy ra te  incre a s e  s hould be
granted. S onoita  Va lle y Wa te r Compa ny is  s e e king a dditiona l a nnua l re ve nue s  of
$26,562 to recover an opera ting deficit, and a llow the  Company to mee t maintenance  and
re pa ir ne e ds . The  compa ny ha s  propose d incre a s ing ra te s  for a  5/8 inch me te r to a  $24
pe r month minimum plus  $4.75 pe r 1,000 ga llons  of wa te r used. Currently, cus tomers  on
the  Sonoita  Va lle y Wa te r sys te m a re  cha rge d a  $16 pe r month minimum plus  $4.00 pe r
1,000 ga llons  of wa te r used. Cus tomers  on the  former Southe rn Wate r Company sys tem
are  cha rged a  $15.00 monthly minimum, and a  usage  cha rge  of $2.84 pe r 1,000 ga llons .
A 5/8 inch me te r cus tome r on the  S onoita  Va lle y s ys te m, us ing a n ave rage  of 5,400
ga llons  pe r month would s e e  a n incre a s e  of $3.05, from $37.60 to $40.65 unde r the
Compa ny's  propose d e me rge ncy inte rim ra te s . Cus tome rs  with 5/8 inch me te rs  on the
former Southe rn Wate r Company sys tem, with an ave rage  usage  of 5,400 ga llons  would
see  a  monthly increase  of $10.31, from $30.34 to $40.65 under the  Company's  proposa l.
The  month ly b ills  fo r ind ividua l cus tome rs  will va ry de pe nding  on  me te r s ize  a nd
monthly usage .
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Commis s ion S ta ff ha s  not ye t ma de  a  re comme nda tion on the  re que s te d e me rge ncy
reques t. The  Commiss ion will make  a  de te rmina tion of whe the r an emergency exis ts  and
ma y a pprove  a n inte rim ra te  e ithe r highe r or lowe r tha n tha t re que s te d ba s e d on the
evidence presented a t hearing.
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The p u b lic  h e a rin g will be gin  a t the  Commis s ion 's  office s  a t 400 We s t Congre s s
Stree t, Room 222, Tucs on, Arizona  on J anuary 14, 2008 a t 10:00 a .m. customers can
a tte nd  the  he a ring  a nd  ma ke  pub lic  comme nt.  o r file  writte n  comme nts  with  the
commiss ion. The  gra nting of motions  to inte rve ne  s ha ll be  gove rne d by A.A.C. Rl4-3-
105, except tha t a llmotions  to inte rvene  mus t be  filed on or be fore J anuary 10, 2008. If
re pre s e nta tion by couns e l is  re quire d by Rule  31 of the  rule s  of the  Arizona  S upre me
Court, inte rvention will be  conditioned upon the  inte rvenor obta ining counse l to represent
the  inte rve nor. For informa tion a bout re que s ting inte rve ntion, vis it the  Commis s ion's
webpage at http://www.a zcc.gov/utility/forms /inde x.htm. The  gra nting of in te rve ntion,
a mong othe r things , e ntitle s  a  pa rty to pre se nt sworn e vide nce  a t he a ring a nd to cross -
examine  othe r witnesses , Howe ve r, fra ile r to inte rve ne  will not pre clude  a ny cus tome r
from appearing a t the  hearing and making a  s ta tement on such cus tomer's  own beha lf. I f
you de s ire  more  informa tion, conta ct the  Commiss ion's  consume r se rvice s  se ction a t 1-
800-222-7000.

The  Commiss ion does  not discrimina te  on the  bas is  of disability in admiss ion to its  public
me e tings . P e rsons  with a  dis a bility ma y re que s t a  re a sona ble  a ccommoda tion such a s
s ign la ngua ge  inte rpre te r, a s  we ll a s  re que s t this  docume nt in a n a lte rna tive  forma t, by
conta cting Linda  Hoga n, ADA Coordina tor, voice  phone  numbe r 602-542-3931, E-ma il
lghogan@azcc.gov. Re que s ts  s hould be  ma de  a s  e a rly a s  pos s ible  to a llow time  to
arrange  the  accommodation.
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shall tile with the Commission's Docket

Control no later than January 7, 2008, certification that the public notice was mailed in

accordance with this Procedural Order.

IT IS  FURTHER ORDERED tha t the  Compa ny

IT IS  FURTHER ORDERED tha t inte rve ntion sha ll be  in a ccorda nce  with A.A.C. R14-3-105,

except that all motions to intervene must be filed on or before January 10, 2008.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that all parties must comply with Rules 31 and 38 of the

Rules of the Arizona Supreme Court and A.R.S. § 40-243 with respect to practice of law and

admissionpro hoe vice.

DATED this

'AND L
AD M TIVE LAW J UDGE
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7 IT IS  FURTHER ORDERED tha t notice  in a ccorda nce  with this  P roce dura l Orde r s ha ll be

8 de e me d comple te  upon ma iling, notwiths ta nding the  fa ilure  of a n individua l cus tome r to re a d or

9 re ce ive  the  notice .

10 IT IS  FURTHER ORDERED tha t the  Ex P a rte  Ru le  (A.A.C. R14-3 -113-Una u thorize d

l l Communica tions) applies  to this  proceeding as  the  matte r is  now se t for public hearing.
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15 IT IS  FURTHER ORDERED tha t the  P re s iding Office r ma y re s cind, a lte r, a me nd, or wa ive

16 any portion of this  Procedura l Order e ithe r by subsequent Procedura l Order or by ruling a t hearing.

17 / , /L' day of December, 2007.
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22 Copies  of the  foregoing ma iled
23 this ,42'v*/2day of December, 2007 to:
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E.H. Le wis
Sonoita  Va lley Wate r Company
PO Box 85160
Tucson, Arizona  85754

Chris tophe r Ke e le y, Chie f Couns e l
Le ga l Divis ion
ARIZONA CORP ORATION COMMIS S ION
1200 W. Washington Stree t
Phoenix, Arizona  85007Bonnie  L. O'Connor

Southwes te rn Utility Management, Inc.
PO Box 85160
Tucson, AZ 85754
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1
ARIZONA REP ORTING S ERVICE, INC.
2200 N. Ce ntra l Ave nue , S uite  502
P hoe nix, Arizona  85004-1481

2

Ernes t J ohns on, Director
Utilitie s  Divis ion
AR IZO NA C O R P O R ATIO N C O MMIS S IO N
1200 W. Was hington S tree t
P hoe nix, Arizona  85007
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By:
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Secretary to Jane L. Rodder

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

4


