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IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION
OF ARIZONA PUBLIC SERVICE
COMPANY, IN CONFORMANCE WITH
THE REQUIREMENTS OF ARIZONA
REVISED STATUTES §40-360,
et seq., FOR A CERTIFICATE OF
ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY
AUTHORIZING THE PALO VERDE HUB
TO NORTH GILA 500kV TRANSMISSION
LINE PROJECT, WHICH INCLUDES A
500kV TRANSMISSION LINE AND
ASSOCIATED FACILITIES AND INTER-
CONNECTIONS ORIGINATING FROM
EITHER THE ARLINGTON VALLEY
ENERGY FACILITY, SECTION 17,
TOWNSHIP 1 SOUTH, RANGE 6 WEST,
G&SRB8LM, THE HASSAYAMPA
SWITCHYARD, SECTION 15, TOWNSHIP
1 SOUTH, RANGE 6 WEST, G&SRB&M,
OR THE REDHAWK POWER PLANT,
SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 1 SOUTH,
RANGE 6 WEST, G&SRB&M, EACH
LOCATED SOUTH OF INTERSTATE 10
NEAR WINTERSBURG ROAD IN AN
UNINCORPORATED AREA OF MARICOP
COUNTY, ARIZONA, TO THE NORTH GIL
SUBSTATION, FIVE MILES NORTHEAST
THE CITY OF YUMA, YUMA COUNTY,
ARIZONA, AT SECTION 11, TOWNSHIP 8
SOUTH, RANGE 22 WEST, G&SRB&M

)
)
) Docket No. L-00000D-07-0566-00135
)
)
) Case No. 135
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)2 0

21 N O T I C E  O F  F I L I N G  C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  C O M P A T I B I L I T Y

22

23

The  A r iz ona  P ow er  P lant  and  T ransm iss ion L ine  S i t ing  C om m i t t ee  he reby  g ives

not ice of  f i l ing i ts dec ision and order ,  approving the appl icat ion of  A r izona Publ ic  Service

2 4 Company,  f or  a  Cer t i f ica te  o f  Environmenta l  Compat ib i l i t y.

The Dec is ion and Order  a re  in the  f o rm  a t tached here to .25
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Dated this 3rd day of December, 2007.

ARIZONA POWER PLANT AND
TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMrrrEE

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Arie A. Woodall, Chairman
Assistant Attorney General

10

Pursuant to A.A.C. R14-3-204,
the Original CEC was lodged with the p
Office of the Executive Director this3 8
day of December, 2007.

Pursuant to A.A.C. R14-3-204,
the original and

of December, 2007, with :

twenty-five collies
of this Notice were filed this . day

13

14

Docket Control
Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 8500715

COPIES of the foregoing notice
n"a Ied/hand-deliveredt is

4 day of December, 2007, to:
(17

16

17

18

19

20

21

Kelly J. Barr, Esq.
Manager, Regulatory Affairs & Contracts
Salt River Project
P.O. Box 52025
Phoenix, AZ 85072-2025

22

23

24

Paul Herndon
Transmission Line and Facility Siting Group
Arizona Public Service
P.O. Box 53933
Mail Station 4609
Phoenix, AZ 85072-3933

25

26
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Bert Acken, Esq.
Thomas H. Campbell, Esq.
Lewis and Rosa
Two Renaissance Square
40 North Central Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85004-4429
Attorneys for APS

6

7

8

9

Keith A. Layton, Esq.
Charles H. Hains, Esq.
Legal Division
Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 West Washington Street
Phoen' AZ 85007
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1 BEFORE THE ARIZONA POWER PLANT AND
TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMITTEE
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IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION
OF ARIZONA PUBLIC SERVICE
COMPANY, IN CONFORMANCE WITH
THE REQUIREMENTS OF ARIZONA
REVISED STATUTES § 40-360,
et seq., FOR A CERTIFICATE OF
ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY
AUTHORIZING THE PALO VERDE HUB
TO NORTH GILA 500kV TRANSMISSION
LINE PROJECT, WHICH INCLUDES A
500kV TRANSMISSION LINE AND
ASSOCIATED FACILITIES AND INTER-
CONNECTIONS ORIGINATING FROM
EITHER THE ARLINGTON VALLEY
ENERGY FACILITY, SECTION 17,
TOWNSHIP 1 SOUTH, RANGE 6 WEST,
G&SRB&M, THE HASSAYAIVIPA
SWITCHYARD, SECTION 15, TOWNSHI
1 SOUTH, RANGE 6 WEST, G&SRB8LM,
OR THE REDHAWK POWER PLANT,
SECTION 23, TO SHIP 1 SOUTH,
RANGE 6 WEST, G&SRB&M, EACH
LOCATED SOUTH OF INTERSTATE 10
NEAR WINTERSBURG ROAD IN AN
UNINCORPORATED AREA OF
MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA, TO T
NORTH GILA SUB STATION, FIVE
MILES NORTHEAST OF THE CITY OF
YUMA, YUMA COUNTY, ARIZONA,
AT SECTION 11, TOWNSHIP 8 SOUTH,
RANGE 22 WEST, G&SRB&M

)
)
) Docke t No. L-00000D-07-0566-0135
)
)
) Ca s e  No. 135
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

P  )
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

H E  )
>
)
)
)
)
)

20

21
CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY

22

23

24

25

Pursuant to notice  given as  provided by law, the  Arizona Power Plant and

Transmiss ion Line  Siting Committee  (the  "Colnmittee") he ld public hearings  on

November 19 and 20, 2007, a ll in confonnance  with the  requirements  of Arizona  Revised

26

100139
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de libe ra ting on the  Applica tion of Arizona  Public Se rvice  Company ("Applicant") for a

Certifica te  of Environmenta l Compatibility ("Certifica te") in the  above-captioned case

(the  "Proje ct").

The following members and designees of members of the  Committee  were  present

a t one or more of the  hearings for the  evidentiary presenta tions and/or for the

de libera tions :

Laurie Woodhull Chairman, Designee  for Arizona  Attorney Genera l,
Terry Goddard

David L. Everha rt, P .E. Designee  for Cha irman, Arizona  Corpora tion
Commiss ion

Jack Haenichen Designee  for Director, Energy Department, Arizona
Department of Commerce

Paul Rasmussen Des ignee  for Director, Arizona  Department of
Environmenta l Qua lity

Je ff McGuire

Michae l Pa lmer

Joy Rich

Michae l Wha len

Ba rry Wong

Appointed Member

Appointed Member

Appointed Member

Appointed Member

Appointed Member

1
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1 1
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13

1 4

15

1 6

17

18
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2 0

2 1

2 2

2 3

2 4

2 5

2 6

The Applicant was  represented by Thomas H. Campbell and Albert H. Acken of

Lewis  and Roca  LLP. The  following parties  were  granted inte rvention pursuant to A.R.S.

Charles  Hains .

At the  conclus ion of the  hearings , the  Committee , having rece ived the  Applica tion,

the appearances of the parties, the evidence, testimony and exhibits presented at the

2 100139
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upon motion duly made and seconded, voted unanimously to grant the  Applicant this

Certifica te  of Environmenta l Compatibility (Case  No. 135) for the  Project.

The  Project consis ts  of approximate ly 110 miles  of 500kV transmiss ion line  and

required switchyard facilitie s  and modifica tions . The  Project Route  (depicted on

Exhibit A a ttached he re to) origina te s  a t one  of the  following: the  Arlington Va lley

Energy Facility (Line  Siring Case  No. 98) loca ted in Section 17, Township 1 South, Range

6 Wes t, the  Hassayampa  Switchyard (Line  Siting Case  No. ll) loca ted in Section 15,

Township l South, Range  6 West, or the  Redhawk Power Plant (Line  Siting Case  No. 95)

loca ted in Section 23, Township l South, Range  6 West.

If the  Project origina te s  a t the  Arlington Va lley Energy Facility, the  Project will

have  a  2,000-foot com'dor (shown as  Link 40 on Exh ib it A) 1,000 fee t on e ither s ide  of a

centerline , which proceeds  eas t from the  Arlington Valley Energy Facility a long the

southern edge of the  north half of the  northeast quarter of Section 17, and turns south

along the eastern edge of Sections 17, 20, and 29, Township 1 South, Range 6 West

G&SRB&M until reaching a  common point for a ll route  options , loca ted a t the  eas te rn

edge  of Section 29, Township 1 South, Range  6 West G&SRB&M, 130 fee t north of the

Southwest Power Link ("SWPL") 500kV transmiss ion line  (Line  Siting Case  No. 52) .

If the  Project origina tes  a t the  Hassayampa Switchyard, the  Project will have  a

2,000-foot corridor (Links  10 and 30) 1,000 fee t on e ither s ide  of the  SWPL 500kV

transmission line , centerline  through Sections 15, 22, 27, and 28, Township 1 South,

Range 6 West G&SRB&M, proceeding south to the  common point described above .

If the  Project origina tes  a t the  Redhawk Power Plant, the  Project will have  a  2,000-

foot corridor (Link 20) 1,000 fee t on e ither s ide  of the  centerline , which proceeds  west

from the  Redhawk Power Plant a long the  northern section line  of Sections 23 and 22,

Township 1 South, Range  6 West G&SRB&M, to the  beginning of Link 30, loca ted a t the

3 100139
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midsection line  of Section 22, Township 1 South, Range  6 West G&SRB&M, proceeding

south to the  common point described above.

All three  interconnection options  proceed to the  beginning of Link 50, described as

the  common point above . For Link 50, the  Project has  a  2,000-foot corridor, which begins

at the  centerline  of the  exis ting SWPL 500kV transmission line  and extends 2,000 fee t

north. From this  loca tion, the  route  proceeds  genera lly southwest para lle l to the  SWPL

500kV transmiss ion line . Link 50 te rmina tes  a t the  exis ting North Gila  Subs ta tion loca ted

five  miles  northeas t of the  City of Yuma, in Section ll, Township 8 South, Range  22 West

G&SRB&M. Conceptua l mode ls  of tower types  a re  depicted in Exhibits  G-1 through G-8

of the application, attached hereto as Exh ib it B.

This  Certifica te  is  granted upon the  following conditions :

l. The  Applicant sha ll obta in a ll required approva ls  and permits  necessary to

2.
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3.

construct the  Project.

The  Applicant sha ll comply with a ll exis ting applicable  ordinances , maste r

plans  and regula tions  of the  Sta te  of Arizona , the  County of Maricopa , the

County of Yuma, the  United Sta tes , and any other governmenta l entities

having jurisdiction .

This  authoriza tion to commence  construction of the  Project sha ll expire

seven years  from the  date  the  Certifica te  is  approved by the  Commission,

provided, however, tha t prior to such expira tion the  Applicant or its

assignees may request that the  Commission extend this  time limita tion.

The  Applicant sha ll make  every reasonable  e ffort to identify and correct, on

a  case-specific basis , a ll compla ints  of interference  with radio or te levis ion

signals  from opera tion of the  transmission line  and re la ted facilities

addressed in this  Certifica te . The  Applicant sha ll mainta in written records

for a  period of five  years  of a ll compla ints  of radio or te levis ion inte rfe rence

4.
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5.

a ttributable  to opera tion, toge ther with the  corrective  action taken in

response  to each compla int. All compla ints  sha ll be  recorded to include

nota tions  on the  corrective  action taken. Compla ints  not leading to a

specific action or for which there  was no resolution shall be  noted and

expla ined.

The  Project sha ll comply with the  following recommenda tions  of the

Arizona  Game and Fish Department ("AGFD") :

(a ) Wildlife  da ta  collected by the  biologica l monitor will be  given to the

AGFD's  Heritage  Data  Management System.

(b) Where  possible , leave large  vegeta tion intact to reduce habita t

impact and promote  regeneration.

(c) Coordina te  plant sa lvage  e fforts  with the  Arizona  Department of

Agriculture , in accordance  with the  Arizona  Na tive  Plant Law. In

addition, the applicable land management agencies should be

consulted regarding guidelines  for revegeta tion efforts .

his torica l s ite  or object tha t is  a t leas t fifty years  old is  discovered on s ta te ,

county or municipal land during plan-re la ted activities , the  person in charge

sha ll promptly report the  discovery to the  Director of the  Arizona  Sta te

Museum, and in consulta tion with the  Director, sha ll immedia te ly take  a ll

reasonable  s teps to secure  and mainta in the  preservation of the  discovery. If

human remains and/or funerary obi ects are encountered on private land

during the  course  of any ground-dis turbing activities  re la ting to the

development of the  subject property, Applicant shall cease  work on the

affected area  of tire  Prob e t and notify the  Director of the  Arizona Sta te

6.
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The Applicant shall design the  transmission lines  so as  to mitigate  impacts

to raptors .

The Applicant shall use  non-specular conductor and dulled surfaces for

transmission line  s tructures .

Within 120 days  of the  Commiss ion decis ion granting this  Certifica te ,

Applicant will pos t s igns  in public rights -of-way giving notice  of the  Proj e t

corridor to the  extent authorized by law. Within 45 days  of securing

easement or right-of-way for the  Project, the  Applicant sha ll e rect and

mainta in s igns  providing public notice  tha t the  property is  the  s ite  of a  future

transmission line . Such Signage shall be  no smaller than a  normal roadway

sign. The  Applicant sha ll place  s igns  in prominent loca tions  a t reasonable

inte rva ls  such tha t the  public is  notified a long the  full length of the

transmission line  until the  transmission s tructures  are  constructed. The

signs shall advise:

(a ) That the  s ite  has been approved for the  construction of Project

fa cilitie s ,

(b) The  expected da te  of comple tion of the  Proj e t facilitie s ,

(c) A phone  number for public information regarding the  Project,

(d) The name of the  Project,

(e ) The  name of the  Applicant, and

(f) The  Applicant's  webs ite .

Sign placement will be  reported annually in accordance  with Condition 16.

10. In the  event tha t the  Project requires  an extension of the  tern of this

Certifica te  prior to comple tion of cons truction, Applicant sha ll use

reasonable  means to directly notify a ll landowners  and res idents  within a

one -ha lf mile  of the  Project condor for which the  extens ion is  sought. Such

7.

8.

9.
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landowners  and residents  shall be  notified of the  time and place  of the

proceeding in which the  Commission shall consider such request for

extension.

l1.Before  cons truction on this  Project may commence , the  Applicant mus t file

a  Plan of Development approved by the  Bureau of Land Management

("BLM") with Docke t Control with copie s  to the  a ffected a rea s  of

juris diction. Applica nt will comply with the  BLM's  S ta nda rd Cons truction

and Opera ting Procedures  and Mitiga tion Measures  and Other Mitiga tion

Measures  as  outlined in the  Finding of No Significant Impact, a ttached

hereto as Exh ib it C .

12. Applicant sha ll re ta in a  qua lified biologis t to monitor a ll ground

clearing/dis turbing construction activities  tha t may affect sensitive  species

or habita t. The  biologica l monitor will be  respons ible  for ensuring proper

actions are  taken if a  special s ta tus species is  encountered. If Sonoran desert

tortoises  a re  encountered during construction, the  Applicant sha ll follow the

AGFD's  Guide lines  for Handling Sonoran Desert Tortoises .

13. with respect to the  Project, Applicant sha ll participa te  in good fa ith in s ta te

and regional transmission s tudy forums to coordinate  transmission

expansion plans re la ted to the  Proj e t and to resolve transmission constra ints

in a  time ly manner.

14. The  Applicant sha ll provide  copies  of this  Certifica te  to the  Yuma County

Planning and Zoning Commiss ion, the  Maricopa  County Planning and

Development Department, the  Arizona Sta te  Land Department, the  Sta te

His toric Prese rva tion Office , and AGFD.

15. Prior to the  date  this  transmission line  is  put into commercia l service , the

Applicant sha ll provide  homebuilders  and developers  within one  mile  of the

7 100139
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cente r line  of the  Certifica te  route  the  identity, loca tion, and a  pictoria l

depiction of the  type  of power line  be ing constructed, accompanied by a

written description, and encourage the developers and homebuilders  to

include  this  information in the  deve lopers ' and homebuilders ' homeowners  '

disclosure statements.

16. The  Applicant sha ll submit a  se lf-ce rtifica tion le tte r annua lly, identifying

progress  made with respect to each condition conta ined in the  Certifica te ,

including which conditions  have  been met. Each le tte r sha ll be  submitted to

the  Utilitie s  Divis ion Director on December 1 beginning in 2008. Attached

to each certifica tion le tte r sha ll be  documenta tion expla ining how

compliance  with each condition was  achieved. Copies  of each le tte r a long

with the  corresponding documenta tion sha ll be  submitted to the  Arizona

Attorney Genera l and Department of Commerce  Energy Office . The

requirement for the  se lf-certifica tion sha ll expire  on the  da te  the  Project is

placed into opera tion.

17. Applicant sha ll work in good fa ith with the  Yuma Proving Ground

commanding office r rega rding the  fina l right-of-way on tha t portion of the

route  within the  Yuma Proving Ground.

18. Within the  Project a rea , construction activities  will avoid to the  extent

practicable  designated wildlife  water sources  to a llow free  access  by

Bighorn Sheep.

19. Applicant sha ll conform to Weste rn Electricity Coordina ting Council/North

American Electric Re liability Corpora tion N-l and N-1-1 contingency

planning crite ria . N-1 contingency sha ll not result in any load dropping or

genera tion tripping.

8 100139
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20. Except when entering switchyards and substa tions, the  minimum spacing

between the  center lines  of the  two 500 kV systems should be  the  greater of:

1) 130 fee t, or 2) the  he ight of the  ta lles t tower involved in tha t particula r

span.

21.Before  commencing cons truction of Project facilitie s  loca ted within 100 fee t

of any exis ting na tura l gas  or hazardous  liquid pipe line , the  Applicant sha ll:

(a ) Perform the  appropria te  grounding and ca thodic protection s tudies  to

show tha t the  Project's  loca tion within 100 fee t of such pipe line

results  in no material adverse impacts to the natural gas or hazardous

liquid pipe line  or to public sa fe ty when both a re  in opera tion. As  a

compliance  matter, a  report of s tudies  shall be  provided to the

Commiss ion Sta ff. If mate ria l adverse  impacts  a re  noted in the

studies, Applicant shall take appropriate  steps to ensure that such

materia l adverse  impacts  a re  e limina ted. Applicant sha ll provide  to

the  Commiss ion Sta ff written documenta tion of the  actions  tha t will

be  taken and documentation showing no materia l adverse  impact

will occur, and,

(b) Perform a  technica l s tudy s imula ting an outage  of the  facility tha t

may be  caused by the  colloca tion of the  Project within 100 fee t of

the  exis ting na tura l gas  or hazardous  liquid pipe line . This  s tudy

should e ither: i) show that such outage does not result in customer

outages , or ii) include  opera ting plans  to minimize  any resulting

cus tomer outages . Applicant sha ll provide  a  copy of this  s tudy to

Commiss ion Sta ff.

22. Applicant shall pursue  good fa ith efforts  to reach a  commercia lly reasonable

agreement for inte rconnection a t a  new Arlington Valley 500kV switchyard.

9 100139
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Applicant sha ll file  with the  Commiss ion Utilitie s  Divis ion no la te r than

December 3 l , 2010, a  report summarizing its  e fforts , the  option(s)

ultimately selected, and the reasons other option(s) were  not se lected.

DATED this __-3_ day of December, 2007.

THE ARIZONA P OWER P LANT AND
TRANS MIS S ION LINE S ITING COMMITTEE
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