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DOCKET CONTROL

894 Memorandum

To: THE COMMIS S ION DOCKET NO. RR-03639A-07-0493

From: S a fe ty Divis ion

D a t e :  O c t o b e r  1 8 ,  2 0 0 7

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF THE UNION PACIFIC
RAILROAD, TO ABOLISH A PUBLIC CROSSING AT LA PALMA ROAD,
IN THE CITY OF ELOY, IN PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA. DOT#741-710-H

On Augus t 24, 2007, the  Union P a cific Ra ilroa d, ("Ra ilroa d") file d with
the Arizona Corpora tion Commiss ion ("Commiss ion") a n a pplica tion for
authority to abolish the  public grade  cross ing a t La  Pa lma  Road and Union
P a cific's  tra cks  in the  city of Eloy, Arizona , DOT# 741-710-H, a t ra ilroa d
milepos t 934.88.

The  City of Eloy has  jurisdiction over La  Pa lma  Road where  it crosses  the
ra ilroad tracks. The  La  Pa lma a t-grade  crossing was firs t put into se rvice  in 1974 _
There  has  been one  accident a t the  crossing, in September of 1975. Commission
Railroad Safe ty and Federa l Ra ilroad Adminis tra tion grade  cross ing da ta  bases
show no injurie s  or fa ta litie s  a t this  cross ing. In Order #48327, da ted September
27, 1977, the  Commission approved upgrading the  warning devices  a t the
crossing to automatic flashing lights  and Gates .
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La Palma Road is  a  north/south roadway, which is  a  two lane  unmainta ined
grave l road. The  decis ion to close  this  a t-grade  cross ing was  made  jointly
be tween the  City of Eloy and Na tiona l Gypsum Inc., a  new company tha t is
building a  ne w fa cility on the  south-we s t come r of this  cross ing. Clos ing of the
La  Pa lma  public cross ing is  in the  public inte re s t because  it will a llow Na tiona l
Gypsum, an indus try loca ting to this  s ite  in Eloy, to be  se rved by Union Pacific's
indus try track, while  e limina ting an unnecessa ry public a t-grade  cross ing.
Alte ra tive  route s  include  a  public cross ing a pproxima te ly one  mile  to the  we s t,
Sunshine  Road, and to the  east approximate ly four miles , P icacho School Road.
LaPalma currently dead ends on the  south s ide  of Inters ta te  10.

.1>

g
f

o
Q

L J
Q

D
UJ5_.
K-:J

U
o
O

Upon rece iving approva l from the  Commiss ion for the  closure  of the  La
Palma public road crossing, the  roadway approaches will be  removed, access  to
the  cross ing will be  blocked, and the  cross ing warning devices  and cross ing
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BRIAN c. MCNEIL
Executive Director

COMMISSIONERS
MIKE GLEASON - Chairman

WILLIAM A. MUNDELL
JEFF HATCH-MILLER
KRISTIN K. MAYES

GARY PIERGE ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMISSION

DAVID RABER
Director, Safety Dwision

surfa ce  will be  re move d. The  cos t for this  work will be  borne  by the  Union
Pacific and Na tiona l Gypsum.

It should be  noted tha t the  Union Pacific is  contributing $10,000.00 to the
City of Eloy in connection with the  clos ing of the  La  Pa lma  Road a t-grade
ra ilroa d cross ing. Atta che d to this  re port a re  le tte rs  from the  City of Eloy's  Town
Council reques ting action, a s  we ll a s  a  le tte r from Joseph Blanton, the  inte rim
City Ma na ge r for Eloy, s ta ting the re  wishe s  to re linquish tha t pa rt oLa  Pa lma
road tha t meets  the  ra ilroad tracks, and to close  the  a t- grade  crossing.

Having reviewed a ll applicable  da ta , S ta ff supports  the  a t-grade  cross ing
closure  to La  Pa lma  Road a s  presented by Union Pacific's  applica tion. S ta ff
be lieves tha t the  crossing closure  is  in the  public inte rest and is  reasonable .
Ther Raff recommends approval of Union Pacific s a

/

Bria n H. Le hmzi
Ra ilroa d Supe rvisor
S a fe ty Divis ion

M

Ive  Ra be r
Dire ctor
S a fe ty Divis ion

DR: BI-IL: cow

Originator: Chris B. Watson
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CITY OF ELOY
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION
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MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

FROM: J o e  B l a n t o n ,  I n t e r i m  C i t y  M a n a g e r /

C o m m u n i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t  D i r e c t o r

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N : S t a f f i s  s e e k i n g  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  M a y o r  a n d  C i t y  C o u n c i l  t o  i n i t i a t e  t h e

a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  L a  P a l m a  R o a d ,  w h i c h  c r o s s e s  t h e  U n i o n  P a c i f i c  r a i l r o a d  l i n e s  t h a t  r u n

a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  e d g e  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  G y p s u m  p r o p e r t y . S t a f f  i s  a l s o  r e c o m m e n d i n g  t h a t  a n y

i m p r o v e m e n t s  o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  U n i o n  P a c i f i c  R a i l  R o a d  t o  r e n d e r  L a  P a l m a  R o a d

i m p a s s i b l e  a t  t h i s  c r o s s i n g  s h a l l  b e  a t  t h e  s o l e  e x p e n s e  o f  N a t i o n a l  G y p s u m .

D I S C U S S I O N : T h e  c l o s u r e  o f  t h e  L a  P a l m a  R o a d  R a i l w a y  C r o s s i n g  w a s  c o n t e m p l a t e d  i n  t h e  a p p r o v e d

. d e v e l o p m e n t  a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  N e w  N G C ,  I n c . ,  a n d  t h e  C i t y  o f  E l o y .  S e c t i o n  1 . 7  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t

a g r e e m e n t s t a t e s :  " I n  v i e w  o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  a c c r u i n g  t o  t h e  C i t y  b y  r e a s o n  o f  N G C  ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e

N G C  P r o p e r t y ,  a s  ' m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  d e s c r i b e d  i n  R e c i t a l  J  o f  t h i s  a g r e e m e n t ,  t h e  C i t y  h e r e b y

a c k n o w l e d g e s  t h a t  i t  s u p p o r t s  c l o s u r e ,  p u r s u a n t  t o  A . R . . S ' .  S e c t i o n  2 8 -  7 2 0 5 ,  o f  t h a t  p o r t i o n  f L a  P a l m a

R o a d  w h i c h  c r o s s e s  t h e  U n i o n  P a c y i c  r a i l r o a d  l i n e s  w h i c h  r u n  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  e d g e  o f  t h e  N G C

P r o p e r t y .  F o r m a l  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  c l o s u r e  h a s  n o t  y e t  o c c u r r e d .  "

S T A F F F I N D I N G S : T o  i n i t i a t e  t h e  a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  L a  P a l m a  R o a d ,  w h i c h  c r o s s e s  t h e

U n i o n  P a c i f i c  r a i l r o a d  l i n e s  t h a t  r u n  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  e d g e  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  G y p s u m  p r o p e r t y ,  a  l e t t e r  t o

U n i o n  P a c i f i c  R a i l  R o a d  f r o m  t h e  c i t y  ( o n  c i t y  l e t t e r h e a d )  i s  r e q u i r e d .  S t a f f  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h a t  o n c e  t h e

U P R R  r e c e i v e s  t h e  c i t y ' s  r e q u e s t  t o  r e l i n q u i s h  i t s  r i g h t s  t o  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  r i g h t - o f - w a y  f o r  L a

P a l m a  R o a d  t h a t . c u r r e n t l y  e x i s t s  a c r o s s  U n i o n  P a c i f i c  R a i l  R o a d  r i g h t » o f - w a y ,  t h e n  U P R R  w o u l d  h a n d l e

t h e  a b a n d o n m e n t  f r o m  t h a t  p o i n t  f o r w a r d .
s
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FISCAL IMPACT: There is a monetary benefit offered by UPRR to any municipality that closes an
at-grade crossing. The dollar amount is believed to be $l0,000.00.
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Jyéeph Blanco
Interim City Manager/Community Development Director City Attorney
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CID OF ELOY
ARIZONA

OFFICE OF THE CID MANAGER

June 21, 2007

James Smith, Manager Industry & Public Projects
Union Pacific Railroad
10031 Foothills Boulevard
Roseville. CA 95747

RE: Abandonment the La Palma Road crossing, Eloy, AZ

Dear J im:

This  le tte r will se rve  notice  tha t the  City of Eloy, Arizona  desires  to re linquish its  rights
to tha t portion of public right-of-wa y for La  Pa lma  Roa d tha t curre ntly e xis ts  a cross
Union~Paciiic Railroad right-of-way in Sections 8 and 9, Township 8 South, Range 8 East
of the Gila and Salt River Base and Meridian, Penal County, Arizona.

Attached is  an exhibit showing die  right-of-way, which was prepared by EPS Group on
beha lf of the  City of Eloy and Na tiona l Gypsum. Also a ttached is  the  Council Action
form that was presented to the Mayor and city Council, and approved, authorizing me to
initiate the abandonment.

If you should need any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sinecreiy,
F ELO

Joseph Blanton
Interim City Manager

Enclosures

628 NORTH MAIN STREET • ELOY. As 85231 • 520-466-9201 • FAX 520-466-3161 I TDY 520-466-7455
"Riglwt in the Heart of Arizoncl's Future"


