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To: The  Commiss ion
("1

I.

From: Bria n H. Le hma n, Supe rvisor of Ra ilroa d Sa fe ty 1

Date: December 17, 2007

Re: Possible closure of Sacaton St. Q R - 0 3 6 . 9 / 8 4 7 - 0 5 2 0

On December 12, 2007, Sa fe ty Divis ion S ta ff me t with Casa  Grande  City Manager, J im
Thompson and his  s ta ff. The  mee ting was  he ld to address  Mr. Thompson's  concerns
regarding the  possible  closure  of the  Saca ton Stree t a t-grade  crossing in Casa  Grande . In
a  December 6, 2007 le tte r to the  Commission, Mr. Thompson s ta tes  a t a  recent meeting
with Union Pacific, a  UP representa tive  told him tha t the  ACC was  recommending
closure  of the  Saca ton Stree t ra ilroad crossing.

Firs t of a ll, I would like  to inform the  Commiss ion tha t Ra il S a fe ty did not te ll the  Union
Pacific tha t we  were  going to recommend the  closure  of the  cross ing. In a  'ha llway"
conversa tion with UP, we  did say tha t we  were  in the  process  of reviewing a  UP
applica tion tha t included Saca ton S t. a long with Hermoss ila  S t, Florence  S t. and Treke ll
Road in Casa  Grande . Staff did s ta te  tha t due  to the  accident his tory a t Saca ton St. and
the  close  proximity of Saca ton to Florence  S t. (.l mile ) it would be  cons ide red a
candida te  for closure . At the  time  S ta ff made  tha t s ta tement, we  were  in the  process  of
se tting up a  mee ting with the  City of Casa  Grande  to lea rn more  about the  City's  future
deve lopment in the  vicinity of the  cross ing and wha t e ffect clos ing the  cross ing might
have  on the ir plans . S ta ff a lso needed to know how the  City would react to our sa fe ty
concerns a t the  crossing and if a lte rna tive  safe ty measures could be  implemented ra ther
than closure . However, we  did not have  a  chance  to mee t with City officia ls , be fore
Union P a cific's  comme nts .

At the  mee ting with Casa  Grande  officia ls , we  lea rned tha t the  City is  aga ins t the  closure
of Saca ton St. because  of severa l reasons. They informed us  tha t approximate ly .2 of a
mile  south of the  cross ing on wha t is  now vacant land a  deve lopment is  planned which
will include  a  Pepsi plant. They cited the  need to keep Saca ton St. open in order to have
a  direct route  in and out of the  deve lopment. Anothe r conce rn of the  City is  the  ability of
emergency responders  to access the  town south of the  ra ilroad tracks during UP
switching opera tions , which frequently block the  adj cent cross ings  a t Florence  and
Hermosilla . Mr. Thompson s ta ted tha t the  City intends  on keeping the  cross ing open until
the ir long range  corridor plan is  implemented,
se rvices  south of the  ra ilroad tracks .
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We have  requested copies  of the  City's  a forementioned corridor plan, so tha t we  can
de te rmine  wha t e ffect clos ing Saca ton S t. might have  on the  City's  future  plans .
Additiona lly, we  will ke e p a n a ctive  dia logue  with City officia ls  to de te rmine  wha t sa fe ty
a lte rna tives  could be  implemented a t Saca ton St.
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