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THE STATE OF ARIZONA fnﬁ‘gfﬁf,?o‘i,mo
COMMISSIONE‘]RS y

C AN, J TON,
GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT | s ecion i
2221 WEST GREENWAY ROAD | fos fiensmont Ticson o

PHOENIX, A7 B5023-4389 W, Hays GILSTRAF, PHOEMIX
DIRECTDR

(602) 842-3000 % AZGFD.GOV | Duanz L SHRouFE
DEPUTY DIRECTOR
Yumz Office, §140 E 28+ Slreet, Yuma, AZ 85365-3596 (928} 3420051 STEVE K. FERRELL

June 2, 2006

Fred Salzmann

Project Manager

DPV2 Project Office
1321 State College Blvd.
Fullerton CA 92831

Re:  Application for Certificate of Compatibility for Devers Palo Verde No. 2 Transmission
Line Project

Dear Mr. Salzmann:

The Arizona Game and Fish Department (Department} has reviewed the above-referenced
Application for Certificate of Compatibility for the Devers-Palo Verde No. 2 Transmission Line
Pm_;ect (DPVZ) The followmg comments are provnded for your conmderanon ; '

The Department understa:nds that the Southern California Edison (SCE) proposes to construct a
500 kV electrical transmission line from the Harquahala Generating Station Switchyard to the
Devers Substation. The proposed route exits the Switchyard, parallels the existing Harquahala-
Hassayampa 500 KV line to the existing Palo Verde Devers Transmission Right of Way (ROW).
The route continues within the existing ROW and adjacent to the existing Palo Verde-Devers
Transmission Line No. 1 to the Califormia border.

The Department notes that proposed route is within an existing ROW and Bureau of Land
Management utility corridor, is adjacent to the existing Palo Verde-Devers Transmission Line
No. 1 and that existing access roads will be used to maximum extent possible. We further note
that the application includes best management practices and mitigation to minimize potential
impacts to biclogical resources. For these reasons the Department does not anticipate that the
proposed route will result in significant adverse impacts to wildlife and wildlife habitats.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this application. The Department
apprecxates the opportunity to participate in this process and would appreciate an opportunity to
review the draft EIR/EIS when it becomes avsulable Ifyou have any questmns Pease contact

me at 928-341-4047. K Z Arizon
» 1Z0na

' Pioneer
y Award for
Quality

20085 Recipient

AN EQUAL GPRORTUNITY REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIDNS AGEMCY




Fred Salzmann
June 2, 2006
2

Sincerely,

William C. Knowles
Habitat Specialist
Region IV, Yuma

Attachment

cc:  Russell Engel, Habitat Program Manager, Region IV
Rebecca Davidson, Proj. Eval. Prog, Supervisor, Habitat Branch

AGFD 05/25/06 (A)



Maricopa County
Planning & Development Department

501 North 445 Street, Swte 100 y)
ll’hocmx Arizona 85008 May 22 006

Phone: (60Z) 506-3301
Pay; (602} 506-3601
www . maricopa.gov/planning

Southern California Edison

Attention: Fred Salzmann

Devers — Palo Verde No. 2 Project Office
1321 State College Boulevard

Fullerton, CA 92831

SUBJECT: SCE Devers — Palo Verde No. 2 500kV Transmission Project

Dear Mr. Salzmann;

Thank you for the opportunity to provide information regarding development plans
in the vicinity of the above referenced transmission project in western Maricopa
County. While there are no applications for large developments currently being
processed through our office in this vicinity, we know that this will likely change in
the near future. There are several large master planned communities already in
progress in the Tonopah region, and a continuation of this growth pattern is
expected in the Harquahala region where this transmission project is located,

Given the anticipated growth and development in the Harquahala region, coupled
with the significant impact that large transmission projects such as this have on
development, Maricopa County reiterates its position that a new transmission line in
this area would have a devastating effect on the Harquahala community and its
future, Therefore, Maricopa County restates its recommendation for the transmission
route that parallels the existing Devers-Palo Verde No. 1 route north of Interstate 10
and along the CAP Canal. This will help mitigate impacts to the Harquahala

- eommunity. by placing these transmission lines along a route. where similar
transmission !mes already exist.

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide this information to you. Please feel
free to contact me if you have any questions regarding my comments.

Sincerely,
Frarh ,4/@/
Matthew Holm, AICP
PFIHC[pal Planner




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
UNITED STATES ARMY GARRISON YUMA
301 C. STREET
YUMA, ARIZONA ABIAS-149R%

May 17, 2006

Directorate of Public Works

Fred Salzmann

Southern Califorma Edison
DPV2 Project Office

1321 State College Blvd.
Fullerton, CA 92331

Dear Mr. Salzmann:

This responds to your letter of March 31, 2006. There is no planncd development in
the vicinity of that portion of the proposed Devers-Palo Verde No. 2 500kV transmission
line which may enchroach upon Yuma Proving Ground at the northeast corner of Section
6, Range 19 West, Township 2 North, Gila and Salt River Meridian.

Point of contact for this action is the undersigned, telephone (928) 328-3137. A copy
of this letter is furnished to the Garrison Manager, U. S. Army Garrison Yuma.

Sincerely,

ames R. Marler
Realty Officer
U. S. Army Garrison Yuma




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
LOS ANGELES DISTRIGT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
ARIZONA-NEVADA AREA OFFICE
3636 NORTH CENTRAL AVENUE, SUITE 900
PHOENIX, ARIZONA B5012-1938

REALY FQ Apl‘il 27, 2006

ATTENTION OF

Office of the Chief
Regulatory Branch

Fred Salzmarn

Southern California Edison

One North Central Ave, Suite 1120
Phoenix, Arizona 85004

File Number: 2006-00957-5DM
Dear Mr. Salemann:

[t has come to our attention that you plan to construct a new 500kV transmission
line connecting the Harquahala Switchyard west of Phoenix, Arizona, to the Devers
Substation near Palm Springs, California.

This activity may require a Department of the Army permit issued under Section
404 of the Clean Water Act, A Section 404 permit is required for the discharge of
dredged or fill material into the "waters of the United States,” including adjacent
wetlands. Examples of activities requiring a permit are placing bank protection,
temporary or permanent stock-piling of excavated material, gradmg roads, grading
(including vegetative clearing operations) that involves the filling of low areas or
leveling the land, constructing wetrs or diversion dikes, constructing approach fills, and
discharging dredged or fill material as part of any other activity.

For mare information, please access our website at www .splusace.army . mil/regulatory.

If you have questions, please contact Sallic D, McGuire at (602) 640-5385 x 221, Please
refer to file number 2006-00957-5DM in your reply.

Sincerely,

SR S (N .?\_ o \L"'t."
Cindy Lester P.E,
Chief, Arizona Section
Regulatory Branch




Janct Napolitano AT]IZ@M&
: Governor I
| State Land D@p&mlﬁmeni
| Mark Winkleman
i State Land
Commissioner 1616 West Adams Street  Phoenix, AZ 85007 www.land,state.az.us

April 24, 2006

Southern California Edison

Attn: Fred Salzmann, Project Manager
DPV2 Project Office

1321 State College Blvd.

Fullerton, CA 92831

Re: Your Letter Cf March 31, 2006
SCE Devers-Palo Verde No. 2 500kV Transmission Project

Dear Mr. Salzmann:

We are responding to your request for information on planned developments in the
vicinity of the proposed transmission line routes in Arizona. We have been aware of the
original route for some time. Given the iead time our development and planning
activities have taken the possibility of a paralle] second 500 kV line into consideration
and we do not anticipate alignment conflicts..

Regretfully this is not true regarding the Harquahala-West Alternate Route. Thisisa
relatively recent proposal and we have been unable to incorporate the alignment in our
planning activities. While specific development plans for the effected parcels have not
been completed, our long term conceptual plans indicate the possibility of significant
negative impact. As a result we are advising that right of way across our land, for this
alternative alignment, would be problematic.

We appreciate the chance to once again respond to the proposed alignments. We were
unahle to make the April 14, 2006, deadline given the short time period from when we
received your request on April 6, 2006. If we can be of further assistance please contact
me at 602-542-4041.

Sincerely,

(Mo

J ames L. Gross
Project Leader 11

Ce: Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee of the Arizona
Corporation Commission

“Serving Arizona’s Schools and Public Institutions Since 19157




DEPARTMENT QOF THE AIR FORCE
AIR EDUCATION AND TRAINING COMMAND

11 April 2006

Mr. James R. Mitchell

Director, Community Initiatives Team
56th Fighter Wing

14185 West Falcon Street

Luke AFB AZ 85309-1629

Mr, Fred Salzmann, Project Manager
DPV2 Project Office

1321 State College Boulevard
Fullerton CA 92831

Re: SCE Devers-Palo Verde No. 2 500kV Transmission Project

Dear Mr. Salzmann

"Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed SCE Devers-Palo
Verde No. 2 500kV Transmission Project. The project is proposing to build a new 500-kilovolt
transmission line connecting the Harquahala Switchyard, located approximately 40 miles west of
Phoenix, Arizona to SCE’s existing Devers Substation located approximately 10 miles north of
Palm Springs, California. The proposed line will be approximately 230 miles long, extending
west, generally south of the Interstate 10.

Although this project is outside the area affecting Luke AFB flying operations, it may
affect Military Training Routes (MTR) throughout Arizona. To ensure compatibility with the
MTRs, please review the following web site: hitp://www.re.state,az.us/militaryairport] html .
We also recomumend a review of the Luke AFB web site at http://www.luke.af.mil, Community
Interests and Commmnity Initiatives links, for further information.

“If there are any questions, please contact my Community Planner, Mr. Bob Dubsky, at
(623) 856-6193. '

Sincerely

Ao

JAMES R. MITCHELL

cc:
Colonel David L.*Orr, Vice Commander, 56th Fighter Wing




From:; Mike Sabatini - MCDOTX [mailto:MikeSabatini@mail.maricopa.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, June 07, 2006 1.59 PM

To: Frederick.Salzmann@SCE.com

Cc: Mickey Siegel

Subject: RE: SCE letter response

Fred Salzmann, Project Manager
DPV2 Project Otfice

1321 State College Blvd.
Fullerton, CA 92831

RE: SCE Devers-Palo Verde No. 2 500kV Transmission Project
Mr. Salzmann,

| have reviewed the attached letter and maps against the capital improvements program for the
Maricopa County Department of Transportation (MCDOT). MCDOT deces not have any capital
improvements scheduled in the next five years in the SCE Devers-Palo Verde No. 2 500kV
Transmission Proiect corridor. We de conduct regular maintenance activities on the roads we
maintain in the vicinity. Feel free to visit our website where we have an electronic copy of our
capital improvement program (http:/mcdot.maricopa.gov/tip/home.htmj).

You should be aware of a subarea road study underway by the Maricopa Association of
Governments (MAG). Bob Hazelett is the project lead at MAG. The western limits of the study
extend to approximately the Tonopah Road vicinity. 1t is not likely there will be any imminent
capital projects derived trom the planning effort.

Feel free to e-mail me or call me at 602-506-8628 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Michael W. Sabatini, P.E.

Division Manager

Transportation Planning Division

Maricopa County Cepartment of Transportation
2901 W. Durango

Phoenix, AZ 85009

P: 602-506-8628
F. 802-506-4882







The Arizona Republic

May. 18, 2006

Ariz.-Calif. power line mulled
Palo Verde plan could raise prices here

Ken Alltucker

State regulators worry that a proposed high-voltage electricity line from Palo Verde
Nuclear Generating Station to California could significantly raise electricity costs for
Arizonans and divert needed power away from Arizona.

One study estimates that Southern California Edison Co.'s 230-mile transmission line
from Palo Verde to the Palm Springs, Calif., area would cost Arizona consumers more
than $230 mitlion from 2009 through 2014.

The reason: The transmission line would give Californians access to Arizona's less-
expensive electricity.

"The consumer impact is a real concern,” Arizona Corporation Commissioner Kris
Mayes said. "Is this going to drain Arizona of much-needed energy, and is this going to
drain the pocketbooks of consumers?”

Southern California Edison needs the Corporation Commission's approval to build the
$581 million transmission line, which would link an electrical switchyard near Palo Verde
to the Devers substation near Palm Springs.

The proposed line would run parallel to an existing transmission line that already is full of
electricity zapped from Paio Verde to southern California.

Southern California Edison wants to build the second line to get Arizona's excess

electricity, including power from several independently owned natural-gas plants ringing
the Palo Verde nuclear plant.

Southern California Edison representatives say the line would be a boon for Arizona
because it would bolster the reliability of the state's electricity supply, generate nearly
500 construction jobs over two years and provide about $2 million in annual property
taxes for Maricopa and La Paz counties.

But Arizona regulators say they will scrutinize the project’'s impact on Arizona ratepayers,
the state's electricity grid and the environment, The project also needs approval from the
California Public Utilities Commission and the Bureau of Land Management.

Both Mayes and Corporation Commission Chairman Jeff Hatch-Miller have written
letters questioning the project's costs, benefits and impact.

"There is no doubt that California wants the cheaper power," Hatch-Miller said.
"California is not building (many new power plants) inside their state."



Southern California Edison representatives said they soon will answer specific questions
raised by Mayes and Hatch-Miller,

In a written statement, SCE said the line would be paid for by California consumers and
would benefit Arizona's electrical grid.

SCE declined fo discuss its economic report submitted last year to the California
Independent System Operator, which oversees California’s electricity grid. The report
shows the transmission line would cost Arizona consumers more than $230 million from
2009 through 2014.

The same report shows that Arizona power plants would get a $164 million boost
through sates to California customers. The plants around Palo Verde have struggled,
being unable to sell excess power due to a lack of demand in Arizona and insufficient
transmission capability o send the power to California,

SCE's report also showed that Californians would greatly benefit from access to
Arizona’s cheaper electricity. The report estimated that California consumers would get a
net benefit of nearly $870 million from 2009 though 2014.

There are other factors, however, that state regulators must consider.

Arizona Public Service could use the line to sell its excess electricity.

During the company's annual meeting on Wednesday, Chairman Bill Post said the line
has the potential to "expand our wholesale power markets.”

"i believe California’s electric prices will always exceed ours and, therefore, the
California market offers important business opportunities,” Post said.

"Greater access to those markets will give us the opportunity to reduce our customers’
costs with additional sales while increasing our own profitability.”




Associated Press Newswires
May 19, 2006

New power line could lead to higher Arizona rates

PHOENIX (AP) - An Arizona-to-California power line proposed by Southern
California Edison could cost Arizona ratepayers more than $230 million in its
first five years of operation, the utility said in a report filed with California’'s
grid operator.

But it could save California customers $970 million in the same period,
provide a boost to some underused power plants in Arizona and help the

state's largest utility when it has extra power to sell, the Edison report
shows.

Edison hopes to build the high-voltage transmission line from the Palo Verde
Nuclear Generating Station outside Phoenix west to Palm Springs, Calif. The
intent: tap into cheaper power available here and ship it to California.

The $581 million transmission line would run paralle! to an existing line
already sending Palo Verde power to California, but its added capacity would
atso allow the utility to tap into power from several new private gas-fired
generating plants in the area.

Moare demand for Arizona power would likely lead to an estimated $230
million in higher prices for local utility customers between 2009 and 2014,
according to Edison's economic impact report to the California Independent
System Operator, the overseer of the power supply there,

"The consumer impact is a real concern,” said Kris Mayes, who sits on the
utility-regulating Arizona Corporation Commission. "Is this going to drain
Arizona of much-needed energy, and is this going to drain the pocketbooks
of consumers?”

Edison needs approval fram the Arizona regulators, the California Public
Utilities Commission and the Bureau of Land Management to build the line.

Edison officials say the line would benefit Arizona by improving the state
grid's reliability, creating 500 jobs during the two-year construction period
and paying $2 million a year in property taxes in Maricopa and La Paz
counties.

Both Mayes and Jeff Hatch-Miller, the Corporation Commission's chairman,
have written letters questioning the project's costs, benefits and impact.
Edison representatives said they will answer specific questions by June 26,
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DEVERS-PALD VERDE NO.2
TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT

SUPPLEMENT

Pre;)a.red for

ARIZONA POWER
TRANSMISSION LINE
SITING COMMITTEE

Submitted by

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
Dison Company

PLANT AND




