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BEFORE THE ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMISSION

JEFF HATC_:H-MILLER -
Chairman _ Arizona Corporation Commission

WILLIAM A. MUNDELL DOCKETED

- Commissioner

MARC SPITZER

Commissioner - SEP 09 2005
MIKE GLEASON :
Commissioner | - DOCKETED BY \( 0/

KRISTIN K. MAYES
Comm1ss10ner‘ .

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION )  DOCKET NO. G-04204A-05-0445
OF UNS GAS INC. FOR APPROVAL OF A |
REVISION TO RULES AND DECISIONNO. 68113

'REGULATIONS RELATED TO ~ ORDER

DETERMINATION OF THERMS FOR
BILLING.

Open Meeting :
September 7 and 8, 2005
Phoenix, Arizona

BY THE COMMISSION:

" FINDINGS OF FACT

1. UNS Gas, Inc. (“UNS”) is engaged in providing natural gas service within portions
of Arizona, pursuant to authority granted by the Arizona Corporation Commission.

2. On June 21, 2005, UNS filed for Commission appro{'al of revisions to its rules and
regulations related to determination of therms for billing. On July 21, 2005, UNS made a
supplemental filing to update the propred tariff pages to include Southern Arizona elevation
tables. |

| 3. Inherent in billing for natural gas service by a local distribution company (“LDC”)
such as UNS is the need to adjust the metered volume to reflect factors such as atmospheric
pressﬁre at a given delivery elevation, delivery pressure, and other factors before \arriving at a final
therm amount to bill a customer for. The method for making these adjustments is typlcally

identified in an LDC’s rules and regulauons section of its filed tariffs.
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4. UNS’ currently filed tariffs contain a reference to the factor being calculated in
accordance with American Gas Association Report 3, but currently there is no detailed description
provided of the formula used to calculate the therm amount actually billed to customers by UNS.
By comparison, Southwest Gas’ tariff contains a section which identified the formula used for this
calculation and the inputs into that calculation.

5. While there is no current known problem with UNS’ calculation of therms for.|.
billing customers, Staff felt that a more clear explanation of this calculation within UNS’ tariffs
would be preferable.

6. Staff and UNS held several discussions regarding this matter, and UNS agreed to
prepare revised tariff pages to specifically identify-the calculation methodology, leading to this
filing. |

7. The proposed tariff pages do not in any way change the way UNS calculates a
customer’s therms for billing. Rather, the proposed tariff pages just provide more complete
documentation as to how UNS makes this calculation.

8. Staff has recommended approval of the proposed tariff pages, as they provide a
more understandable and detailed explahation of how therms for billing are calculated than is
currently contained in UNS’ tariff.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. UNS is an Arizona public service corporation within the meaning of Article XV,

Section 2, of the Arizona Constitution.

2. The Commission has jurisdiction over UNS and over the subject matter of the
application.
3. The Commission, having reviewed the application and Staff’s Memorandum dated

July 22, 2005, concludes that it is in the public interest to approve the proposed tariff pages to

provide a more detailed explanation of how the therms for billing calculation is made.

Decision No. 68113
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ORDER
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the proposed tariff pages filed on June 21,
2005, providing a more detailed explanation of how the therms for billing calculation is made, are
approved. v ‘ .
ITIS FURTHER ORDERED that this Order shall become effective iminediately.

" BY THE ORDER OF THE ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMISSION

/2%@ A%/M«% W&w

COMMISSIONER

COMMISﬁONER ~* COMMISSIONER COMMISSIONET{

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I BRIAN C. McNEIL, Executive
Director of the ‘Arizona Corporation Commission, have
hereunto, set my hand and caused the official seal of this
Commission to be affixed at the Capitol, in the City of
Phoenix, this 9*‘* day of Sgg{gm beyr— ,2005.

DISSENT:

DISSENT:

EGJ RGG:Ihm\KL

De;:ision No. 68113
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1 |[SERVICE LIST FOR: UNS Gas, Inc.
DOCKET NO. G-04204A-05-0445

Mr. David Couture
Unisource Energy Services
4350 East Jrvington Road
Mailstop OH123

Tucson, Arizona 85702

| Mr. Emest G. Johnson

Director, Utilities Division
Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 West Washington

Phoenix, Arizona 85007

\O (e 2] ~3 [«)} W B w 38

10 vy, Christopher C. Kempley

| 11 Chief Counsel

Arizona Corporation Commission

12 11200 West Washington , ‘ .
Phoenix, Arizona 85007
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