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i ORIGINAL 
LAW OFFICES 

FENNEMORE CRAIG 
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

PATRICK J. BLACK 
Direct Phone: (602) 916-5400 
Direct Fax: (602) 916-5600 
p b / a c k @ f c / a w .  corn 

HAND DELIVERY 

Ernest Johnson, Director 
Utilities Division 
Arizona Corporation Commission 
1200 W. Washington St. 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

OFFICES IN: 
PHOENIX, TUCSON, 

NOGALES, AZ; LINCOLN, NE 

3003 NORTH CENTRAL AVENUE 
SUITE 2600 

PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85012-2913 
PHONE: (602) 916-5000 

FAX: (602) 916-5999 

April 15,2005 

Re: Johnson Utilities Company: Compliance with Decision No. 65840 
Notice of Violation from ADEQ dated April 6,2005 
WS42987A-99-0583; WS-02987A-00-0618 ~ - 0 2 2 3 4 A - 0 0 - 0 3 ~ ~  

~-02859A-00-0774 
Dear Mr. Johnson: W-01395A-00-0784 

On April 8, 2005, Johnson Utilities Company (“Johnson”) received a letter from the 
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (“ADEQ) dated April 6, 2005, regarding an 
unauthorized discharge on Bella Vista Road. A copy of the NOV is attached hereto as 
Attachment No. 1. 

Decision No. 65840 (April 22,2003) requires that: 

In the event that JUC receives any Notices of Violation (“NOV”) from 
ADEQ, it will within seven days from receipt of such notice, provide a copy of 
such NOV to the Utilities Division Director (“Director”). Subsequent to the 
transmission of such NOV, JUC will continue to provide copies to the Director of 
all relevant documents, including but not limited to any documents, or pleadings 
filed with ADEQ and or by JUC relating to the NOV and the steps JUC takes to 
come into compliance, until the ultimate resolution of the NOV. 

Attached hereto as Attachment No, 2 is an April 11, 2005 letter from Gary Larsen, 
Johnson’s Operations Manager, responding to the April 6, 2005, NOV from ADEQ. Attached 
hereto as Attachment No. 3 is an e-mail dated April 14, 2005, fiom William Hare of ADEQ to 
Gary Larsen, requesting additional information. Attached hereto as Attachment No. 4 is Mr. 
Larsen’s response to William Hare’s April 14,2005 e-mail. 







ARIZONA DEPARTMENT 
OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
1 11 0 Mst Washington Street Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Stephen A. h r i s .  
Dinaor 

Janet Napolitano (602) 771-2300 w \ h ~ t , a ~ n d ~ + @ ~  
Governor 

R d  #FSO5-553 CERTIFIED MAT]; 
April 6,2005 Return Rcccipt Requested 

M. l3rh.n Tompsett, Vice Resident 
JoErnsoa Utilities Company 
5230 East Shea Blvd. 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85254 

Re: Sewage Spill from-the PA Uftstation on BeUa V h  Road b Pmal County and X S S M ~ ~ W  
o f  a Notice of Violation, Knventory No. 103081, Place ID No. 142 . 

Enclosed'is a Notice of Violation ('WOV'") prepared by William 3. Hare concerning the reported 
sewage spin that occurred at the 4A liftstation on March 24,2005. The NOV is being issued fix 
the unauthorized discharge of appmximately 30,000 gallons of  raw sewage to a stomwater 
impowdmcnt on March 24,2005 in violation ofARS. 5 49-241@)(1). 

"he attached Notice of Kolation ('.NOV") is an inEbrmal wmp&mce assurance tool used by the 
Arizona Department of Envirommtal Quality ("ADEQ") to put 8 responsible pa"& (such a$ a 
facility owner OT operator) on notice that the Deparimmt believes a -,4oIation of 811 
cnviromnental reqemmt hris occurred. It describes the facts h o r n  to ADEQ at the time of 
issuance and c i t a  the requ&&eIxt that ADEQ bclieves the party has violated. 

klthough ADEQ has fhc mthoriQ lo isme appealable administrative orders oompe~ling 
compliance, an NOV has no such force or effect. Rather, an NOV provides the respox&ble party 
an opportunity to Q any of the f'ciollowing bafok ADEQ takes fond  edorcernent actio= (1) 
meet with ADEQ and discuss the far& su;rrounding the Violation, (2) demonstrate to ADEQ that 
no violation has OC-, or (3) document that the violation has been corrected. 

ADEQ reserves the right to take a fbrmal enforcement action, such as issuing an administrative 
ordcr or filing a civil lawsuit, regardress of whether the Department has issued an NOY Neither 
ADEQ's issuance of an NOV nor its failure to do $0 precXudcs the Department from pursuing 
these remedies. Howevk, the timeliness of a complete response to this notice MI1 be considered 
by ADEQ in d e t d n g  if and haw to pursue such remedies. 

If you have any questions, regarding the above, plcasc contact William J. at (602) 771- 
. .  - . .  . 

- .  
4838. . ' I  

. .  . 
I .  

Northern Rqional Office 
151 5 East Cedar Avenue Suite f - flagstaff, a 86004 

Sauthern Regional Office 
400 West Cangwss 5twet - Sulk  433 - Tucson, hZ 85701 

1520) 628-6733 (928) 779-031 3 

printed on mydeed paper 
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- Page 2 of2 
Cover Ltnter for NOV RE: Sewage Spill from 4A Liftstation 

I 

Wattx Quality Field Services Unit 

. cc: 
. .  

. .  

Pind County Health Departmat 
Facility File, Inventory No.lO308 1 
WQFSU Reading File 
Vivian Burns, Program and Project Specialist 



ARIZONA DEPARTMENT 
OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALlTY 
)and Napditano 

Governor 
111 0 West Wdinwtun Street Phoenix, Pvimna 85007 

(602) 771-2300 www.adeq.state.iu.us 

CERTIFIED MAIL , 

Return Receipt Requested 

April 6, 2005 

Johnson International lnc 
Attention: Brian Tompsett 
5230 E Shea Blvd Ste 200 
Smttsdale, AZ 85254-5750 

Subject: Johnson Utilities Sectio'n 11- W W P ,  142 
1877 E Bella Vista Rd I Queen Creek, AZ 85242 

NOTICE OF VIOLATION 

Case ID #: 34537 

The Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ), has reason to believe that Johnson 
International Inc as the ownerloperator of Jbtmson Utilities Section 11- WWTP, has vio1ated.a 
requirement of the Arizona Revised Statutes (AR.S.), a rule within the Arizona Administrative Code 
(A.A.C.), or an applicable pemitnlcense, administrative order or civil judgment. ADEQ discovered the 
violations alleged bebw during a review of a report from the facility received on March 28, 2005. 

1. LEGAL AUTHORITY and NATURE OF ALLEGED VIOLATION(S) 

1. ARS. 5 49-241(8)(1) 
Operation of a surface impoundment without an aquifer protection permit 
On March 24, 2005 the Bella Vista iiftstation discharged approximakly 30,000 gallons 6 
sewage to a roadside ditch and nearby stormwater impoundment. 

11. DOCUMENTING COM PL IANCg 

1, Within 60 calendar days of receipt of this Notice, please submit documentation that the 
violation(s) never occurred, or a report that outlines a plan of action (POA) regardmg 
implementation of procedures to prevent a reoccurance af sewage spill(s) from the Bella 
Vista Liftstation. 

Ill- SUBMITT" COMPLIANCE'DOCUMENTATION 

Please send all compliance documentation and any ather written'correqmndence regarding this Notice 
to ADEQ at the following address: 

Northern Regional Office 
1 51 5 East Cedar Avenue Suite F F\a@sff, A 2  86004 

Southern Regional Office 
West Congren Street Suite 433 Tuaon, AZ 85701 

(9281 779-0313 (520) 628-6733 
Printed on recycled paper 



NoWe of Vid+ion 
Johpson UtiUes Section t 1- WWTP 
A p t  8,2065 
Page2 ‘ 

. Arizona Department of Environmental Quat@, Attention: Wllllam J. (Bill) Hare, Water Quality Field 

... - 

Service Carnpliance Unit, 11 10 W Washington 3, Phoenix, AZ 85057 MC: 5415B-I 

IV. STATEMENT OF CONSEQUENCES , 

1. 

2. 

The time frames within this Natibe for achieving and documenting cornpiiak are firm 
limits. Failure to achieve or dowment compliance within the time frames established in this 
Notid will result in an administrative compliance lardat or civil action requiring compliance 
within a reasonable time frame, substantial civil penalties., and/or the suspension or 
revqcatibn of an applicable permitllicense. ADEQ will ag* to extend the time frames only 
in a cornpiiance schedule .negotiated in the context of an administrative consent order or 
civil consent judgment. . 

Achieving compliance does not preclude ADEQ from seeking civil penalties, andlor 
suspending or retaking an applicslbte permitilicense for the violation(6) alleged in this Notice 
as allowed by law. 

. V. OFFER TO MEET 

ADEQ is willing to mget regarding this Notice. To obtain additianal information about this Notice 
uss thii Natics, please? contact William J. (Sill) Hare at (602) 

-.” -- 
Water Quality Field Service Compliance Unit Water Quality Field Service Gornpiiince Unit 
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H O W  ELECTRICAL ~...., - SERWCF: 

411 1/2005 

Re: BeIla Vista Lift SMon 

Johnson Inttmatiunal Inc. 
Attention: Gary Ltsnsen 
5230 E Shea Blvd Zte 200 
Scattdde;AZ 852!;4-5750 

Gary, Regarding tbt: sewage spill that occmed on Match 24,2QO5 fim the 4A 
Iifbtation. It is my znderstanding that consa~ctiw debris locked the pucnp motors From 
operating. On this sation you have a high level alm beacon d SCADA systtnr is 
inStaxlecL As you art: mare the SCADA equipment pwVided from AGM electronics is 
not operating p~opes*Iy due to pmpmming and h a t  issues. 

We are in the prowrs of chmging the campiete SCADA system out from AGM to a few 
Wmnt choice suppliicxs. Because wp: havc had several Px0b)cms with AOM we ham not 
been replacing faulty control compcme,  in thislnnsiticm ftom AGM to Po&ble, US 
Filter, Allen Ehdley. Modecon, rn Wccm 

We are Waidng for the best and most M b k  way to approach this situaljcm withuut 
replacing aX1 AGM KAJ3A ~~Uipment. This equipment is approxim~ly 6 to 8 weeks 
ftom date af deliver{. Installation should be quick due to having a n t e m  and existing 
radios in place at each site. Pragrammiw is the key due to wing to use somt of tbe 
existing equipment. 

This AGM equipment WBS specified on drawings for Johnson Utjlitiw wtcr and vvastc 
water master ptan. 

Any questions M' w n m s  please contact me. 

ShC43Ely, 

David Horinc 
(602)?57-7W2 





----”. Original Message---- 
From: W i l L i a m  Hare [mail’:o : Kare .Willim@azdeq. govl 
Sent: Thursday, April. 1 4  2005 8:47 AM 
To: glarsen@cenazmm.net 
Cc: Romam Dias 
Subject: NOV response fox 30,000 sewage s p i l l  from BelLa ViStalLftStatiQn 

Gary, thanks for the quick response to the NOV, A R e r  reviewing your written response an43 
after discussing the mati:er w i t h  AaEQ management, we are requesting additional d e t a i l  from 
JU before we can close oiit t he  MOV. I noted in the attached letter from Hame Electric 
Service thn t  you have rei;ained a contractor in this matter. 

praperly. Was there a problem with the modem or receiver unit for the  on call DpeJxtOr? 

( 2 )  Can you provide ADEQ with a written copy of the an cal l  policy that will be 
implemented by JU personriel after the SCWA is upgraded. i.e, number of personnel that 
will be on call for weekr:nds and nights to carry a pager or similar mechenism to alert  01‘f 
duty parsomel when high water alarms are! triggered from the  SCAD.74 at the Bella V i s t a  ,’ 
lifts tat ion. 

Thanks fo r  your cooperatjon in this matter 

B i l l  Hare 
602 7 7 1  4838 

(1) 5bme mre detail a:; to Why did the existing S W A  system a t  the liftstation NOT wo;-k 

#- /-.; 7 
( ! 

. 

-- 
No virus Eound in this  ircoming message. 
Checked by JWG Anti-Virua. 
Version: 7.0.308 / V i r u s  Database: 266.9.20 - Release Date: 4/14/2005 

mailto:glarsen@cenazmm.net
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JOI-INSON UTILIT3[ES COMPANY. 

5230 B. Sha Blvd, Suite 200 
SGOtSsdale, 85254 

(480) 998-3300, Fa (480) 483-7908 

--- Re: Natice -. of VioWou, Cs ... sm ID 334537 .- 
W e  Tramemit O H ~  with UUnder Separate Cwer 0 Via ---- 

Riemartrs: 
Notice of Violation, Case Nc I 34537 

Attached is J olhnbsn. Utilities r e p =  to your A@ 14, 2005 email concerning ADEQ’ ; 



, 
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I A INTRODUCTION 



The first step in any po mtid emergency i s  to obtain &e essential fe, analyze the specific 
situation, and determinl: the most effective wum of action. The followhg are pasiblle causes 
for au emergency call-ccut: 

1, Collection 5 ivstem Break or Bloc- 

2. Pumb Station E m  'ment Failures 

3. Force Main Break or Blockarre 

4. Waskwata Reclamatian Plant Failure 

D m c T  oma& 
Ofice: (480) 987-9870 
Fax: (480) 987-9819 

(480) 987-9870 OSCC 
operations Mgnagtr (480) 793-2660 Cell 

Level 4 aperator 

Chief of Operations 

(602) 679-0988 cell 

( 0 2 )  839-3300 cell 
Brian Tomplse# (480) 998-3300 office 

(480) 483-7908 Fax 

t7TnJmxs: 

Sdt River Project (SRP) (m2) 236-8811 

Mesa Gas (480) 6444277 
QWe* 
Arima Bluesake 

k P. s. (520) 422-MOO 

l-(800) 954-1211 
(602-263-1 100 

Aquatic Consulting (480) 921-8044 



EXCAVATION C O N C ~ C T O R  

(480) 987*3 287 ~ f l b  
(480) 220-7820 cell 

AND MISC. PARTS 
Dana Kepner (602) 225-0234 office 

(602) 254-612 1 fa% 
(602)290-3522 d 

Hughes Supply (480) 926-0979 

RENT& 

San Tim Rmtal (480) 988-7909 

hWULATORY A q F N C m  

Rml SherH's Dept (480) 987-3492 
(602) 771-2300 
(602) 542425 1 

ADEQ 
AzCorpComn 
Specific Engineering (480) 5966335 
(anginarm) 
w- county (800) 20W897 

EMERGENCLWAIER H A U G :  

Artic Ice and Water (480) 984-1495 

WELLIPUMR REIPAE 
Preston Drilling (480) 984-4744? 

Preston Drilling (480) 984-4747 


